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The previous meetings of the Committee on International Trade took place on Wednesday January 23, 2012 
(from 09.00-12.30 and from 15.00-18.30) in Brussels. The following items were on the agenda. 

1. Amendment to Annex I to Council Regulation (EC) No 1528/2007 as regards the 
exclusion of a number of countries from the list of regions or states which have 
concluded negotiations 

Consideration of Council position
 
INTA considered this file withdrawing unilateral advance provisional application of duty- and quota-free 
access to those ACP countries that have still not taken the necessary steps to ratify (interim) Economic 
Partnership Agreements (EPAs) concluded by the end of 2007. Members also considered what further 
approach to take in the second reading, after having received the Council position in first reading. The 
Council supports the Commission proposal only with a technical adjustment, as they add Zimbabwe to Annex 
I with the beneficiary countries, as Zimbabwe has ratified the interim ESA agreement after the Commission 
presented its proposal.  
 
The Committee widely supported the rapporteur's proposal to enter into negotiations with Council and 
Commission in order to find an agreement in second reading, on the basis of the mandate given during the 
plenary session on 13 September 2012, the key issue being an amendment to postpone the date of entry into 
force of the Regulation to 1 January 2016 instead of 1 January 2014.  

2. Priorities of the Irish Presidency in the area of International Trade Policy 
 
Richard Bruton, Irish Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation spelled out the priorities of the Irish 
Presidency in the field of trade policy. On the bilateral front, he highlighted the importance of launching FTA 
negotiations with the US; of preparing the ground for negotiations with Japan, China and India; of expanding 
the FTA negotiations with the  ASEAN members to include others such as Thailand; of concluding the EU-
Canada FTA;of launching the DCFTAs with the Southern Neighbourhood and continuing negotiations with 
the Eastern Partnership countries. On the multilateral front, he stressed the pivotal role of an agreement on 
trade facilitation in MC9 and the need for an EU lead in the negotiations for a plurilateral agreement in 
services, for which mandates will be sought. On the various legislative files, he mentioned investment 
protection, the two omnibuses, public procurement, enforcement, the MAR amendment and the opportunity to 
reinstate Myanmar/Burma under the GSP regime. The INTA members raised a number of issues, amongst 
which the relationship between a transatlantic FTA and the multilateral trading system, the need to block any 
backpedalling on the EU exclusive competence in investment policy, and the need to keep the Mercosur 
negotiations on the radar screen. Mr Bruton engaged in the discussions and invited Chairman Moreira to 
attend an informal trade council meeting in Dublin in April. 

Speech of Mr. Bruton

3. Trade between the Community and third countries in drug precursors 
Exchange of views

INTA held an exchange of views on the proposal amending Council Regulation (EC) No 111/2005 on trade in 
drug precursors between the EU and third countries. Drug precursors are legal chemicals contained, for 
instance, in medicinal products that can be extracted and used to produce narcotics. The proposal includes 
medicinal products containing ephedrine and pseudoephedrine, in certain provisions of the Regulation. The 
rapporteur Mr Proust (EPP) explained the proposal and raised certain substantial and procedural issues to be 
addressed in the draft report. 
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PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Franck Proust (EPP) Exchange of views: 23/1/2013 
Responsible administrator: Miriam Korteweg Cons. of a draft report: 20-21/2/2013 
Procedure: 2012/0250(COD) - INTA/7/10782 Deadline for Ams: 28/2/2013, 18.00 
Lead committee: INTA Consideration of Ams: 20-21/3/2013 
 Planned adoption in INTA: 24-25/4/2013 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Jun-13  

Related documents can be found here

4. Monitoring Groups Activities 
 
The Committee received feedback from the Monitoring groups on trade and economic relations with Southern 
Caucasus and Vietnam. 

5. State of play of ongoing trilogue negotiations 
 
Under regular item, Members were given an update about the state of play of ongoing trilogue negotiations. 

6. Access of third-country goods and services to the Union’s internal market in public 
procurement and procedures supporting negotiations on access of Union goods and 
services to the public procurement markets of third countries 

Second exchange of views

After the rapporteur, Mr Caspary (EPP), presented the dossier, a lively debate followed, focusing on the 
conditions under which the EC may approve the exclusion of tenders by individual entities, on the relationship 
with internal market and industrial policies, on the rules of origin for goods and services procured by 
contracting entities, and on other technical and procedural issues. A public hearing will be held in February. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Daniel Caspary (EPP) Further exchange of views: 23/1 & 20-21/3/2013 
Responsible administrator: Felix Lutz Public hearing: 20/2/2013 
Procedure: 2012/0060(COD) - INTA/7/09334 Cons. of a draft report: 16-17/9/2013 
Lead committee: INTA Deadline for Ams: 30/9/2013 
 Planned adoption in INTA: 27-28/11/2013 
 Planned adoption in plenary: tbc 

Related documents can be found here

7. The EU's External Aviation Policy - Addressing Future Challenges 

First exchange of views
The Committee held the first exchange of views on an opinion report on External aviation policy (TRAN has 
the lead), following a communication of the Commission on this topic. On this occasion, the rapporteur Mr 
Robert Sturdy (ECR) pointed out facts and figures which demonstrated the importance of the role played by 
the aviation sector in the EU's trade capacity and connectivity. Members also discussed other various facets of 
this topic, touching on unfair trade practices and climate change issues in external aviation.  
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Robert Sturdy (ECR) Exchange of views: 23/1/2013 
Responsible administrator: Remi Pierot  Cons. of a draft opinion: 20-21/2/2013 
Procedure: 2012/2299(INI) - INTA/7/11252 Deadline for Ams: 26/2/2013, 18:00 
Lead committee: TRAN Cons. of Ams and adoption in INTA: 20-21/3/2013 
Lead committee: TRAN Planned adoption in plenary: May-13  

Related documents can be found here
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8. Votes 

1) Amendment to Annex I to Council Regulation (EC) No 1528/2007 as regards the exclusion of a 
number of countries from the list of regions or states which have concluded negotiations 
Rapporteur: David Martin (S&D) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 
Vote on the decision to open negotiations 24 2 1 

2) Advancing Development through Trade  
Rapporteur: Tokia Saïfi (EPP) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 
Draft opinion as amended 20 1 8 

 

3) Sustainability in the global cotton value chain 
Rapporteur: Cristiana Muscardini (ECR) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 
Draft motion for a resolution as amended 27 0 1 

9. Establishing a framework for managing financial responsibility linked to investor-state 
dispute settlement tribunals established by international agreements to which the EU is 
party 

Exchange of views

The Committee held an exchange of views with the Commission on the proposed regulation that establishes a 
framework for managing financial responsibility linked to investor-to-state dispute settlement (ISDS). The 
rapporteur Mr Zalewski (EPP) and other Members welcomed the proposal but listed issues on which further 
work is needed.  
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Pavel Zalewski (EPP) Presentation of a study: 26-27/11/2012 
Responsible administrator: Martti Kalaus Exchange of views: 23/1/2013 
Procedure: 2012/0163(COD) - INTA/7/09876 Cons. of draft report: 20-21/2/2013 
Lead committee: INTA Deadline for Ams: 26/2/2013, 12.00 
 Planned adoption in INTA: 20-21/3/2013 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Apr-13 

Related documents can be found here

10. Current Challenges and Opportunities for Renewable Energy in the European Internal 
Energy Market 

Consideration of draft opinion

The Committee is drawing up an opinion to an ITRE INI report on the EC Communication on renewable 
energy. The rapporteur Mr Jadot (Greens) laid out the main aspects of the opinion, and the Committee debated 
a number of issues mainly linked with unfair trade practices in the sector and to the link with regulation of 
other types of energy, such as oil and gas. The adoption of the opinion is scheduled for February. 
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PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Yannick Jadot (Greens) Exchange of views: 17-18/12/2012 
Responsible administrator: Leon Peijnenburg Cons. of draft opinion: 23/1/2013 
Procedure: 2012/2259(INI) - INTA/7/10970 Deadline for Ams: 28/1/2013, 12.00 
Lead committee: ITRE Planned adoption in INTA: 20-21/2/2013 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Apr-13 

Related documents can be found here

11. EU-China Agreement (Articles XXIV and XXVIII of GATT 1994) relating to the 
modification of concessions in the schedules of Bulgaria and Romania in the course of 
their accession to the EU 

Exchange of views
The Committee had an exchange of views on a compensatory agreement between the EU and China, resulting 
from the accessions of   Bulgaria and Romania, and the EU's enlarged customs union. The rapporteur Mr 
Scholz (GUE/NGL) asked the EC for an explanation with respect to the choice of products identified for 
enlarged tariff-rate quotas. The EC dwelled on the rationale of this standard agreement and elaborated on the 
choice of those products. The vote in Committee is planned for March. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Helmut Scholz (GUE/NGL) Exchange of views: 23/1/2013 
Responsible administrator: June O'Keeffe  Cons. of a draft report: 20-21/2/2013 
Procedure: 2012/0304(NLE) - INTA/7/11162 Deadline for Ams: 27/2/2013, 12:00  
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in INTA: 20-21/3/2012 (tbc) 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Apr-13  (tbc) 

Related documents can be found here

 
Back to Content 
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The next meeting of the Committee on International Trade is scheduled on Wednesday February 20, 2012 
(9.00-12.30 and 15.00-18.30) and on Thursday February 21, 2012 (9.00-12.30). The meeting will be 
webstreamed, except for the in camera items. 
 

1. EU-China Agreement (Articles XXIV and XXVIII of GATT 1994) relating to the modification 
of concessions in the schedules of Bulgaria and Romania in the course of their 
accession to the EU 

Consideration of draft recommendation

Following the Bulgarian and Romanian accessions, the EU was obliged, under WTO rules (GATT Article 
XXIV:6), to enter into negotiations with affected WTO members on compensatory adjustment for an increase 
in the EU’s external tariffs. In the case of China, the compensation for a deteriorating trading position mainly 
results in increases of tariff rate quotas for imports of certain agricultural products to the EU. The Committee 
will now consider its recommendation on this agreement. The Parliament has already given its consent to 
similar compensatory agreements with Australia, New Zealand, Argentina and most recently the US. 

Calendar

2. The EU's External Aviation Policy - Addressing Future Challenges 

Consideration of draft opinion

The Committee will consider the draft report of the rapporteur Mr Robert Sturdy. The vote of the report will be 
held in March meeting.  

Calendar

3. Trade between the Community and third countries in drug precursors 

Consideration of draft report

INTA will consider a draft report on the proposal amending Council Regulation (EC) No 111/2005 on trade in 
drug precursors between the EU and third countries. The draft report addresses the need to monitor trade in 
certain medicinal products, allowing the Commission flexibility when reacting to developments in diversion of 
precursors into the illicit drug market, without impeding legitimate trade in medicinal products. It also contains 
drafting adjustments with regard to the delegated and implementing acts under the TFEU. 

Calendar

4. EU-Central America Economic and Trade Relations 
Exchange of views

INTA is holding an exchange of views with the Ambassador Tomás Dueñas, on behalf of the Costa Rican Pro-
Tempore Presidency of the Central American Integration System (SICA), on matters of common interest such 
as the ratification process in Central America of the Association Agreement, the preparations for the 
provisional application of its trade provisions, the latest economic and commercial developments in Central 
America, the state of the regional integration process and SICA or his impressions regarding the recent 
CELAC-EU Summit in Santiago de Chile. 
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5. Monitoring Groups Activities 
Exchange of views

The Committee will receive feedback from its Monitoring groups on meetings held since its last meeting. 
Feedback is expected from the Monitoring groups on Taiwan, Russia, India, Southern Caucasus and Chile. 

6. Improving Access to Public Procurement Markets - Opportunities and Risks of the New 
EU Instrument 

Hearing
INTA will hold a hearing on the topic of "Improving access to public procurement markets: opportunities and 
risks of the new EU instrument". This hearing contributes to the Committee's work on the legislative proposal 
for an instrument to ensure reciprocity of opening of public procurement markets in the EU and third countries 
proposed by the Commission in March 2012. Four experts intend to shed more light on the possible benefits 
and risks of the proposed instrument. Firstly, the potential impact of the instrument on EU trade relations, its 
WTO-compatibility as well as the global picture of public procurement in international trade will be evaluated. 
In this context, a presentation of the study "Public procurement and international trade" commissioned by 
INTA and published in October 2012 will be given. The second panel will look more into the repercussions of 
the proposed instrument for contracting authorities and EU businesses, looking also at de-facto openness of 
public procurement markets in third countries. 
 
INTA commenced working on this file in November 2012, which seeks to give the EU some leverage in 
seeking to redress the imbalance in the openness to public procurement. 

Calendar

7. Reindustrialising Europe to promote competitiveness and sustainability 

Exchange of views
Last November, the European Commission addressed in a Communication the problem of the de-
industrialisation of many countries of the EU. In its opinion, INTA will look at the measures proposed in the 
international dimension of this Communication but also at the consistency between the industrial and trade 
policies of the EU. Furthermore, the debate in the committee could tackle the question "What can the common 
commercial policy do to help EU industries". In that area, the legislations on public procurement or trade 
defence instruments could be raised by the Members as potential tools. As this step represents just a first 
exchange of views, the Committee will hear from the rapporteur, Mme De Sarnez, on her objectives for the 
content of this opinion and the shadows can also express their views on the Communication. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Marielle de SARNEZ (ALDE) Exchange of views: 20-21/2/2013 
Responsible administrator: Nicolas Dorgeret Cons. of a draft opinion: 24-25/4/2013 
Procedure: 2013/2006(INI) - INTA/7/11640 Deadline for Ams: 9/5/2013, 18.00  
Lead committee: ITRE Planned adoption in INTA: 17-18/6/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: tbc  

Related documents can be found here
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8. Stepping-stone Economic Partnership Agreement between the EC and Central Africa 

Exchange of views

INTA will hold its first exchange of views on the Interim Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) between the 
EU and Cameroon. Cameroon and the EU have agreed on the interim EPA back in 2007, with Cameroon 
enjoying an advance application of the benefits of the agreement, which provides for transitional periods and 
asymmetric liberalisation. Cameroon is the largest economy in the Economic and Monetary Community of 
Central Africa (CEMAC) and the only Central African country that signed the interim agreement with the 
European Union. The Minister of Trade of Cameroon, Mr Luc Magloire Mbarga Atangana, has been invited to 
attend the discussion. INTA will recommend to the full Parliament whether to grant consent to this partnership 
agreement. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: David Martin (S&D) Exchange of views: 20-21/2/2013 
Responsible administrator: Mindaugas Kojelis Cons. of a draft report: 20-21/3/2013 
Procedure: 2008/0139(NLE) - INTA/7/00113 Deadline for Ams: 22/3/2013, 12:00  
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in INTA: 24-25/4/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Jun-13  

Related documents can be found here

9. Exchange of views with Karel De Gucht, Commissioner for Trade, on the final report by 
the EU-US High-Level Working Group for Jobs and Growth and the way ahead 

 
INTA will host Trade Commissioner Karel De Gucht, who will present the Final Report of the US-EU High 
Level Working Group on Jobs and Growth that recommends that the US and the EU launch negotiations on a 
comprehensive bilateral trade and investment agreement. The Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership 
will aim to go beyond the classic approach of removing tariffs and opening markets on investment, services 
and public procurement; in addition, it will focus on aligning rules and technical product standards, which 
currently form the most important barrier to transatlantic trade. When negotiations are completed, this EU-US 
agreement would be the biggest bilateral trade deal ever negotiated. 

10. Trade and investment-driven growth for developing countries 
Votes

The Committee will vote on the own-initiative report based on the communication "Advancing Development 
through Trade". DEVE is associated Committee under the Rule 50. 140 amendments and 20 DEVE 
amendments were tabled to the report. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Tokia Saïfi (EPP) Exchange of views: 17-18/9/2012 
Responsible administrator: Mindaugas Kojelis  Cons. of working document: 6/11/2012 
Procedure: 2012/2225(INI)- INTA/7/08738 Cons. of draft report: 26-27/11/2012 
Lead committee: INTA Deadline for Ams: 24/1/2013, 18.00 
Associated committee: DEVE Planned adoption in INTA: 20-21/2/2013 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Apr-13 

Related documents can be found here. 
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11. Current Challenges and Opportunities for Renewable Energy in the European Internal 
Energy Market 

Votes
INTA will vote on the 40 amendments, which are presented to this opinion. Many compromises were reached 
between the groups. The lead committee ITRE will vote on its draft report on 18 March. 

Calendar

12. Establishing a framework for managing financial responsibility linked to investor-state 
dispute settlement tribunals established by international agreements to which the EU is 
party 

Consideration of draft report
INTA will consider a draft report on a legislative proposal on a regulation establishing a framework for 
managing financial responsibility linked to investor-state dispute settlement tribunals, established by 
international agreements to which the EU is party. INTA rapporteur for this issue is Paweł Zalewski 
(EPP).This proposal is a further step towards the creation of a comprehensive EU investment policy which has 
become an area of an exclusive EU competence after the Lisbon Treaty. The proposal establishes a legal and 
financial framework in order to ensure that the EU has the right system in place in cases where 'investor-to-
state dispute settlement' (ISDS) disputes arise between foreign investors and the EU and its Member States. 
The EU has thus far not concluded any EU-level investment agreements, but there are several negotiations 
ongoing (or even being finalised) where the Commission is also negotiating for including an investment 
chapter (Singapore, Canada, India), including ISDS. Considering the possible challenges related to those 
disputes, in Kader Arif's report on the future European international investment policy (EP resolution of 6 
April 2011), the Parliament requested the Commission "to present, as soon as possible, a regulation on how 
responsibilities are to be divided between the EU and national levels, particularly in financial terms, in the 
event that the EU loses a case in international arbitration" (paragraph 35 thereof). Thus, this proposed 
regulation comes as a direct response to Parliament's request.  

Calendar

13. Reinstatement of Myanmar/Burma's access to generalized tariff preferences 

Consideration of draft report and motion for a resolution
Rapporteur David Martin (S&D) will present his draft report regarding the Commission proposal to reinstate 
Myanmar/Burma's access to the preferences under the EU generalized system of preferences. These were 
temporarily withdrawn in 1997 due to Myanmar/Burma's serious and systematic practices of forced labour, in 
contravention of the ILO core convention. Since 2011, Myanmar/Burma has been undertaking a programme of 
openness and reform. This has led to substantial progress in meeting ILO recommendations, as recognised by 
the ILO in June 2012 and which in turn, led to the new Commission proposal. 
 
The rapporteur shares the analysis of the Commission, and is therefore not proposing any amendments to the 
regulation. He is, however, keen to underline that this does not mean that problems no longer persist. He also 
stresses that it is important that the proposed measures contribute to a sustainable peace and a positive 
development in the country. Future trade and investment activity by European businesses in Burma/Myanmar 
should therefore promote the practice of the highest standards of integrity and corporate social responsibility. 
Accountability and transparency measures at European level are considered to be necessary, to avoid human 
rights abuses, but also as a way to protect the long-term value of  investments. These issues are further 
developed in the resolution accompanying the proposal. 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: David Martin (S&D) Exchange of views: 17-18/12/2012  
Responsible administrator: Helena Halldorf-Romero Cons. of draft report and a resolution: 20-21/2/2013 
Procedure: 2012/0251(COD) - INTA/7/10682   Planned deadline for Ams: 26/3/2013, 18.00 
Motion for a resolution: 2012/2929(RSP) - INTA/7/11545 Planned adoption in INTA: 20-21/3/2013  
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in plenary: Apr-13 (tbc)  

Related documents can be found here: 2012/0251(COD); motion for resolution. 
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14. State of play of ongoing trialogue negotiations 
Exchange of views

INTA will continue with the regular item on the state of play of ongoing trilogue negotiations, and in particular 
regarding on MFA Framework Regulation (2011/0176(COD), rapporteur: Metin Kazak (ALDE), on which the 
fourth trilogue took place on 30 January). 

15. Amendment of Council Decision 2000/125/EC ('parallel agreement') 

16. Amendment of Decision 97/836/EC ('revised 1958 Agreement') 

Consideration of draft recommendation

At international level, the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) develops harmonised 
requirements, intended to remove technical barriers to the trade in motor vehicles between the Contracting 
Parties to the "Revised 1958 Agreement", and to ensure that such vehicles offer a high level of safety and 
environmental protection. Moreover, Through Council decision 2000/125/EC of 31 January 2000, the Union 
has acceded in this framework to the "Parallel Agreement". The Treaty of Lisbon introduced substantial 
changes in the decision making procedures to be followed in relation to agreements between the Union and 
international organisations. Consequently, the two decisions need to be revised accordingly. The INTA 
Rapporteur, Mr Vital Moreira (S&D) suggests Parliament to give its consent to the draft Council decisions 
aligning the two Decisions with the Treaty of Lisbon. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (Chairman, S&D) Exchange of views: 11-12/7 & 10-11/10/2012 
Responsible administrator: Heikki Suortti Consideration of a draft reports: 20-21/2/2013 
Procedure: 2012/0099(NLE) - INTA/7/09490 Deadline for Ams: tbc 
Procedure: 2012/0098(NLE) - INTA/7/09486 Planned adoption in INTA: tbc 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in plenary: tbc  

Related documents can be found here: 2012/0099(NLE) and 2012/0098(NLE) 

17. First annual report from the Commission to the European Parliament on the activities of 
Member States' Export Credit Agencies 

First exchange of views

Regulation (EU) No 1233/2011 of the European Parliament and of the Council on the application of certain 
guidelines in the field of officially supported export credits foresees that Member States shall make available 
to the Commission an Annual Activity Report in order to step up transparency on their export credit activities 
at Union level. The Commission has now produced the first annual review for the European Parliament based 
on this information covering the Annual Activity Reports for the year 2011. The Committee will review the 
Commission's report and make its suggestions in a further own-initiative report. INTA rapporteur, Mr Yannick 
Jadot (Greens), was also the original rapporteur for the legislative report introducing the reporting requirement. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Yannick Jadot (Greens) Exchange of views: 20-21/2/2013 & 20-21/3/2013 
Responsible administrator: Heikki Suortti Cons. of draft report: 24-25/4/2013 
Procedure: 2012/2320(INI) - INTA/7/11265 Deadline for Ams: 6/5/2013, 18.00 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in INTA: 27-28/5/2013 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Jul-13 

Related documents can be found here
 
 

Back to Content 
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State-of-play of ongoing negotiations 
 
 

Free trade agreements: tentative dates of upcoming negotiation rounds  
All dates are indicative and subject to possible changes and postponement. 
 
 

Armenia 4th round, 4 - 8 February, Brussels, Belgium 
5th round, 15 - 19 April, Yerevan, Armenia 
6th round, 17 - 21 June, Brussels, Belgium 
7th round, 16-20 September, Yerevan, Armenia 
 

Moldova 6th round, 11 - 15 March, Brussels, Belgium 
7th round, 10 - 14 June, Chisinau, Republic of Moldova 
8th round, 9-13 September, Brussels, Belgium 
 

Georgia 6th round, 18 - 22 March, Brussels, Belgium 
7th round, 3 - 7 June, Tbilisi, Georgia 
8th round, 23-27 September, Brussels, Belgium 
 

Japan 1st round, 15-19 April (tbc), Brussels, Belgium 
Vietnam 3rd round, 22-26 April, Hanoi, Viet Nam 

 
 

Source: DG TRADE, European Commission, more info
 

State of play on Trade Defence Instruments 

 
The Commission has published statistics on the use of the TDI covering the full year of 2012. The 2012 
Annual Report on TDI will be submitted by the Commission to the European Parliament later this year.  
  
On 31 December 2012, there were 102 anti-dumping and 10 countervailing measures in force. Furthermore, 
there were undertakings in force from 6 countries covering 6 products. At the end of November, 61 
investigations were on going.  
 
During the year 2012: 
 56 investigations were initiated, out of which 19 new investigations including 6 anti-subsidy 

investigations; 
 3 definitive measures were imposed, involving imports from 2 countries and covering 2 products; 
 9 provisional measures were imposed involving imports from 5 countries and covering 7 products;  
 12 expiry reviews were concluded with confirmation of duty and 6 interim reviews were concluded with 

confirmation/amendment of duty; 
 9 new investigations were terminated without the imposition of measures and equally 9 reviews were 

concluded by 13 measures expired automatically after its 5-year period of imposition. 
More details
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Meetings held during weeks 4-7  
 

 22 of January: Meeting with the Trade Policy Committee of Confederation of Finnish Industries EK 
 

 22 of January: Meeting with Danish full member of the Trade Policy Committee of the Council (TPC 
Titulaire), Ambassador Jakob Brix Tange 

 

 24 of January: Interview to Japanese newspaper Nikkei  
 

 24 of January: Meeting with Tim Bennett, Director General of the Transatlantic Business Council 
 

 24 of January: Meeting with Mr Duncan Lewis, Australian Ambassador to Belgium, Luxembourg, the 
European Union and NATO  

 

 28 of January: Meeting with Mr d’Ambrières, Chair of the Export Credit Group of the European 
Banking Federation  

 

 30 of January: Meeting with the Speaker of ECOWAS Parliament, Senator Ike Ekweremadu 
 

 31 of January: Meeting with Mr. Carlos López Jall, Director of International Organizations and 
European Affairs at REPSOL 

 

 31 of January: Meeting with UK Minister of State for Trade and Investment, Lord Green 
 

 31 of January: Meeting with Irish full member of the Trade Policy Committee of the Council (TPC 
Titulaire), Mr Gerard Monks  

 

 13 of February: Presentation on the European Parliament's Role in EU Trade Policy to the Committee 
of European Affairs of the Portuguese National Assembly  

 

Briefing notes & studies by the Policy department  

 
Delivered 
 Internal briefing note on Does ACTA still matter? Protecting IPR in international trade. 
 Mongolia country briefing (including chapter on trade and economics) 
 
Pending 
 Internal briefing note on Pakistan: Economic situation and bilateral commercial relations 
 Internal briefing note on the TPP negotiations and their impact on the EU 
 Internal briefing note on Myanmar: economic situation and reset of trade relations with the West 
 Internal briefing note on Economic and trade relations with the Philippines 
 Internal briefing note on Economic and trade relations with Jordan 
 Internal briefing note on Trade promotion systems at the level of EU Member States and the EU itself 
 Internal briefing note on Boeing-Airbus disputes: state of play 
 External study on EU Free Trade Policy in comparison with those of third countries 
 Internal briefing note on Economic and trade relations with the People's Republic of China 
 External study on the Implementation and Enforcement of HR Conditionality in EU Trade Agreements 

((addendum to the DROI study) 
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Upcoming workshops 
 
 

Workshop on the trade and economic relations with ASEAN -28 February 2013  
 
INTA holds a workshop in cooperation with DG EXPO Policy Department on Trade and economic relations 
with the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) on Thursday, 28 February 2013. The workshop 
will discuss together with distinguished panellists views and expectations on the EU's trade strategy towards 
ASEAN and EU-ASEAN free trade agreements with focus on Singapore, Malaysia and Vietnam respectively. 

See the programme
Registration

 
 Workshop on the Plurilateral Agreement on services - -26.03.2013 (tbc) 
 

 

Library briefings 

 
Public policy for corporate social responsibility - Willemijn De Jong, Library Briefing, 31 January 2013, 1 p. 

"First launched in 2001, the European Commission (EC) is now reviewing its strategy for corporate social 
responsibility (CSR) to maximise the creation of shared value for society and companies." 
 
Gas disputes in the eastern Mediterranean - Francesco Pontiroli Gobbi, Library Briefing, 28 January 2013, 6 p.  

"Discoveries of gas reserves in the eastern Mediterranean have brought both opportunities and challenges to 
the entire region. Although political uncertainty has clouded the whole picture, energy is emerging as the 
dominant issue for the future of the region. 
 
Library Statistical Spotlight - The EU's southern Mediterranean neighbours - Giulio Sabbati, Library 
Briefing, 16 January 2013, 6 p. 
"This paper gives statistical background for ten partners in the South Mediterranean neighbourhood: Algeria, 
Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, the Occupied Palestinian Territory (OPT, the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip), Syria and Tunisia" 

New books in the Library reading room collection (available for loan)  

 
Regulation of international trade - Trebilcock, M. J , Howse, Robert, Eliason, Antonia., Routledge, 2013, 948 p. 

The most favoured nation principle - Preferential trade agreements - National treatment - Dispute 
settlement - Trade, money and finance - Trade policy and domestic health and safety regulation - 
Antidumping laws - Subsidies, countervailing duties and government procurement - Safeguard 
regimes - Trade in agriculture - GATS - TRIPS - Trade and investment -- Trade and developing 
countries - Trade, labour standards and human rights - Trade and competition policy - The 
international movement of people - after Doha?. 
 

Global uncertainty and the volatility of agricultural commodities prices - Munier, Bertrand R., IOS Press, 2012, 
256 p. 

"The traditional models for agricultural commodities have so far failed to take into account the 
uncertain character of the global agricultural economy and its ferocious consequences in food 
price volatility, the worst in 300 years, yielding hunger riots throughout the world. This book 
explores the elements which could help to close this fundamental modeling gap. To what extent 
should traditional models be questioned regarding agricultural commodities? Are prices on these 
markets foreseeable? Can their evolution be either predicted or convincingly simulated, and if so, 
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by which methods and models?" 
 
Droit du commerce international - Kenfack, Hugues, Paris: Dalloz, 2012, vi, 186 p. 

"Manuel sur les spécificités du droit commercial international et sur son encadrement des 
opérateurs et opérations du commerce international, proposant des cours, des synthèses, des 
références d'ouvrages et des sujets d'examen. A jour de la réforme de l'arbitrage en France, et de la 
version 2010 des Incoterms." 
 
 

 

Library weekly newsletter on International Trade  

 
The EP Library's weekly electronic newsletter covers EU positions, academic studies and press articles on 
International trade issues. Browse the archive and sign up. 
 
For more information please visit our Library intranet pages on International Trade, Contact - Nils 
Hammarlund, Ext. 42871 / Odile Maisse, Ext. 46201 
 

Press releases 

 

"Château" wine should mean the same for everyone, say MEPs 
Press release - 07-02-2013 

The US wine association's definition of "Château" differs from the EU's. So if the European Commission 
plans to allow "Château" labels to be used on American wines sold in the EU, then they must meet EU quality 
standards, said MEPs in a debate with Commissioner Algirdas Šemeta on Wednesday.  
 
EU must require "made in" labels on imports from third countries, say MEPs 
Press release - 17-01-2013  
 
The EU must make the use of "made in" origin labels on goods imported from third countries mandatory, 
MEPs reiterated in a plenary debate and vote on Thursday. They objected to the Commission's plans simply to 
withdraw the proposed "made in" regulation, which was strongly backed by Parliament in 2010, and asked it 
either to change its mind or to table an alternative.  
 
Parliament backs free access to EU market for four African countries 
Press release - 17-01-2013  
 
Madagascar, Mauritius, the Seychelles and Zimbabwe will get duty- and quota-free access to the EU market, 
under the EU's first economic partnership deal, endorsed by Parliament on Thursday, with an African region.  
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Important Meetings and Events 

 
WTO events 

 
25-26 February General Council  
27 February Dispute Settlement Body  
20-22 March Trade Policy Review: Argentina  
26 March Dispute Settlement Body  
 

Events calendar 2013 
Summits and Events 

 
25-February EU-Ukraine Summit, Brussels, Belgium 
 

More info 
 

Useful links 

 
INTA Links: 

List of INTA Members  
INTA Intranet & E-Committee 
INTA Internet 

 
EU Links:  

European Commission - Trade 
European Council 
Council of Ministers  
Irish presidency  
 

Other Links 
WTO 
Documents and publications 

 

Calendar of committee's meetings for 2013 

 
The next regular meeting of the Committee on International Trade is scheduled to take place on Wednesday 
March 20, 2013, from 9.00-12.30 & 15.00-18.30 and on Thursday March 21, 2013 from 9.00-12.30 & 15.00-
18.30 in Brussels. The calendar of 2013 meetings can be found here.  
 

Back to Content 
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