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Data Protection: Industry Committee backed a single set of rules 
 
A single set of rules throughout the EU on data protection was approved by Industry 
Committee on Wednesday in a non-binding opinion. The leading committee, the Civil 
Liberties Committee, will vote end of April. 
 
The opinion was adopted with a majority of votes from EPP, ALDE and ECR groups - 33 votes in 
favour, 24 against and 1 abstention- . The new proposal aims at replacing the 1995 Directive and 
will impact both EU citizens and companies. 
 
"My door was open. I had more than 200 hundred meetings with different stakeholders in the 
framework of this file and I can say that nobody influenced me", said rapporteur Sean Kelly (EPP, 
IE) at the end of the vote. 
 
Personal data 
 
The definition of personal data and the processing of such data were heatedly debated among 
political groups within the committee.  
 
For the processing of personal data, the data subject has to give his or her consent. The "data 
subject's consent" means "any freely given specific, informed and unambiguous indication of his 
or her wishes by which the data subject signifies agreement" to the processing of personal data; 
"silence or inactivity does not in itself indicate acceptance", according to the committee. 
 
The processing of pseudonymised data, if the data subject is adequately protected, could also be 
considered as lawful, add committee's amendments. 
 
SMEs  
 
The Commission’s proposal to provide for a number of exemptions for small-medium sized and 
micro companies for example an exemption from the need to appoint a data protection officer was 
approved by the Industry Committee. Without undermining either protection of personal data or 
single market principles, there is a need to take account of the specific situation of micro, small 
and medium-sized enterprises, states the text. 
 
Cutting red tape 
 
MEPs also backed the proposal to have a “one-stop shop” for companies that operate in several 
EU countries in order to cut red tape. Companies will have to deal with the data protection 
authorities in the EU country in which they have their main establishment, states the text. 
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