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CHAIR'S WELCOME 
 

The second and the third 
February meetings of the 
ENVI Committee (25/26 and 
28 February) will feature a 
wide range of interesting 
topics.  
 
In a vote linked to the 
Emissions Trading System 
(ETS), Members will decide 
whether to enable a 
temporary exclusion of 
aviation from the EU ETS. 
Members will also discuss 

and vote on an objection to a draft measure concerning 
the insertion of a definition of "absinthe" into the Spirit 
Drinks Regulation. 
 
Ahead of the revision of the Tobacco Products Directive, 
the Committee will discuss with experts issues 
concerning the economic and health burden of tobacco 
products and their packaging. Members have also invited 
the Commissioner for the Environment to discuss 
forthcoming Commission initiatives in this area.  
 
On Thursday 28 February the Commissioner for Health 
and Consumer Policy will address the Committee on the 
recent horsemeat scandal that recently has affected 
several EU countries. 
 
Matthias Groote 
 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE NEXT MEETING 
 
Temporary derogation from Directive 2003/87/EC of the 
European Parliament and of the Council establishing a 
scheme for greenhouse gas emission allowance trading 
within the Community 
Adoption of draft report 

 
The Commission proposes derogation from Article 16 of 
the EU ETS Directive so that action will not be taken 
against aircraft operators that do not meet the 
Directive's reporting and compliance obligations arising 
before the International Civil Aviation Organisation 
(ICAO) Assembly for non-European flights. As such it 
would cover obligations arising in respect of emissions in 
2010, 2011 and 2012 covering flights to and from airports 
in third countries outside the European Economic Area 

(EEA) and closely connected areas. The EU ETS Directive 
will continue to apply in full in respect of flights between 
airports in EEA States. The only condition for the deferral 
of the compliance obligations and the respective non-
compliance sanctions, is that the concerned aircraft 
operators will 
either not 
have received, 
or have 
returned, their 
share of the 
2012 free 
allowances 
granted to 
them, which 
should be 
then cancelled.  
 
The Rapporteur welcomes the Commission's proposal 
and supports its quick adoption. The only few 
amendments suggested intend to bring legal clarity to 
the text such as:  

 explicitly specifying which requirements will be 
covered by the derogation and how many and 
which kind of allowances operators have to 
return to make use of the derogation;  

 providing a legal basis for the reduction of 
auctioning amounts;  

 reconfirming that the derogation applies for 1 
year only and cannot be prolonged;  

 what is exactly expected from ICAO.  
 
24 amendments have been tabled in ENVI, 3 compromise 
amendments negotiated. 
 

Rapporteur:   Liese (EPP)   Procedure file  
Shadows: Groote (S&D), Davies (ALDE), Hassi (Greens/EFA), 
Callanan (ECR), Wils (GUE/NGL), Cymanski (EFD) 
AMs; TRAN opinion 

 
 
 
Objection pursuant to Rule 88(2): Definition, description, 
presentation, labelling and protection of geographical 
indications of spirit drinks 
Consideration and adoption of motion for a resolution 
 

The Committee will consider and vote on a draft motion 
for a resolution tabled by Horst Schnellhardt MEP, 
opposing a measure which would insert a definition of 
"Absinthe" into the Spirit Drinks Regulation (EC No 
110/2008).  The draft measure is made under the 
regulatory procedure with scrutiny (RPS).   
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/34728/Matthias_GROOTE.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pr/922/922238/922238en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1927/PETER_LIESE.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/0328(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/34728/MATTHIAS_GROOTE.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4554/Chris_DAVIES.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28321/Satu_HASSI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4536.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96741/Sabine_WILS.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96786/Tadeusz_CYMA%25C5%2583SKI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/am/925/925259/925259en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/tran/ad/927/927506/927506en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/re/927/927246/927246en.pdf


 
 
 
 
 

 

ENVI News / February 2013 / Issue No3 2 

The objector Mr 
Schnellhardt opposes the 
draft measure on the 
following grounds: (1) that 
the requirement for a 
minimum anethole level of 
0,5 grams per litre does not 
respect traditional 
production methods of 
Absinthe and (2) that the 
stipulation of a minimum 
level of thujone goes 
against the current trend of 
trying to remove this 

potentially harmful substance altogether from this spirit 
drink. 
 
Autor: Schnellhardt    

 
Hearing on Tobacco Products 
Agenda of the hearing 
 

More than ten years have passed since the adoption of 
the Tobacco Products Directive (TPD). A revision is 
explicitly foreseen in Article 11 of the current TPD and has 

been repeatedly 
called for by 
Council and 
Parliament. In 
preparation for 
this proposal, a 
public consultation 
was held between 
24 September and 
17 December 2012. 

The Commission received more than 
85,000 contributions from a wide range of stakeholders. 
The revision of the TPD focuses on five policy areas:  
 

 Smokeless tobacco products and extension of 
the product scope; 

 Packaging & labelling; 

 Ingredients/additives; 

 Cross-border distance sales; 

 Traceability and security features 
 

It is also important to ensure a harmonised 
implementation of international obligations following 
from the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco 
Control (FCTC), which is binding for the EU and all 
Member States, and a consistent approach to non-
binding FCTC commitments, if there is a risk of diverging 
national transposition.  
 
Rapporteur: McAvan (S&D)   
Shadows: Florenz (EPP) Ries (ALDE), Schlyter (Greens/EFA),  
Callanan (ECR), Rossi (EFD), Anderson (GUE/NGL) 
Proposal for a directive, Executive summary of the impact 
assessment 

Exchange of views with Janez Potočnik (Commissioner for 
the Environment) 
Exchange of views 
 

The Commissioner for the Environment will address 
Members to discuss the 7th Environment Action 
Programme and the Blueprint for Europe's Water. As the 
Commissioner was also asked to provide the committee 
with clarifications on the Commission's planning 
regarding its remaining legislative and non-legislative 
activities, in the context of the so-called "structured 
dialogue" exercise, other Commission initiative may be 
discussed too. 
 
 

General Union Environment Action Programme to 2020: 
'Living well, within the limits of our planet' 
First exchange of views 
 

The Environment Action Programmes (EAPs) have guided 
the development of EU environment policy since the 
early 1970s. In line with the Treaty, EAPs are adopted 
under the ordinary legislative procedure. The 6th EAP 
expired in July 2012. 
 
The 7th EAP, entitled  'Living well, within the limits of our 
planet' aims to step up the contribution of environment 
policy to the transition towards a resource-efficient, low-
carbon economy in which 
natural capital is 
protected and enhanced, 
and the health and well-
being of citizens is 
safeguarded.  
 
The programme provides 
an overarching 
framework for 
environment policy to 
2020, identifying nine 
priority objectives for the 
EU and its Member States 
to attain.  
 
Rapporteur: Franco (EPP)                 Procedure file 
Shadows: Gerbrandy (ALDE), Auken (Greens/EFA) 
 
 
 

28 February: Exchange of views with Tonio Borg 
(Commissioner for Health and Consumer Policy) on 
horsemeat  
Exchange of views  
 

Following the horsemeat scandal in several EU Member 
States the Committee will discuss with the Commissioner 
Borg, responsible for Health and Consumer Policy, how 
to prevent mislabelling of meat products in future. 

On 15 January 2013 horse meat was found in frozen beef 
burgers at several Irish and British supermarkets. The 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1930/HORST_SCHNELLHARDT.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/dv/draftagenda_v2_/draftagenda_v2_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/2327/Linda_McAVAN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1038/Karl-Heinz_FLORENZ.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4253/FREDERIQUE_RIES.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28139/Carl_SCHLYTER.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4536.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/97196/Oreste_ROSSI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/113959/MARTINA_ANDERSON.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/com/com_com(2012)0788_/com_com(2012)0788_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/swd/com_swd(2012)0453_/com_swd(2012)0453_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/swd/com_swd(2012)0453_/com_swd(2012)0453_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96908/Gaston_FRANCO.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/0337(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96940/Gerben-Jan_GERBRANDY.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28161/Margrete_AUKEN.html
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Food Safety Authority of Ireland conducted also tests on 
salami products and other processed meat meals. On 
several occasions also pig meat was found in what was 
supposed to be beef meat. 

On 7 February Findus food brand announced that in a 
sample of 18 lasagne products which had been 
distributed in the UK and Sweden 11 contained from 60 to 
100% horse meat. 

The source of the horse meat was a French company, 
which worked through its Luxembourg based subsidiary 
that bought the meat from another French supplier who 
had got in possession of the meat via a Dutch trader and 
a Cypriot subcontractor. The meat apparently originated 
from two Romanian slaughterhouses. 

In the mean 
time in 
several other 
EU countries 
traces of 
horse meat in 

ready-to-eat 
meals like 

lasagne, spaghetti carbonara, moussaka and others have 
been detected. 

Following the meeting of Irish Agriculture Minister 
Coveney with Health Commissioner Borg and ministers 
from EU countries affected by the horsemeat scandal, 
the Commission presented new rules to reinforce the 
safety, monitoring and traceability of products. 
Producers and importers will have to mention the 
country of origin on the package and the responsibility of 
each link in the chain will have to be clearly established.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RECENTLY ADOPTED IN COMMITTEE 
 

 Adopted a legislative report on an amendment 
to the existing Directive governing the EU ETS 
(Emissions Trading System) to clarify provisions 
on the timing of auctions of greenhouse gas 
allowances; 

 Adopted a legislative report on the "Breakfast 
Omnibus" proposal, concerning the alignment 
of a number of food-related Directives to the 
post-Lisbon regime of delegated acts under 
Article 291 TFEU; 

 Adopted an opinion to the ITRE-led own 
initiative report on renewable energy in the 
internal energy market; 
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NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 
 
European Environment Agency (EEA) 

Invasive alien species pose greater risks 
than previously thought for biodiversity, 
human health and economies, according to 
two new reports from the European 
Environment Agency (EEA). More 

 
 
European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 

ECHA receives updates on REACH 
intermediate dossiers from registrants 
and anounces further follow-

up actions regarding dossier compliance. More 

 
 
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC) 

Across Europe men who have sex with men 
(MSM) represent one of the key groups 
affected by HIV and other sexually transmitted 

infections (STI). The report by ECDC identifies many of 
the needs and challenges with respect to STI and HIV 
prevention among MSM. More 

 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 
Following the horesemeat scandal 
EFSA issued a statement that it is  
aware of the contamination of beef 
products and that the source is 

currently being investigated by risk managers across 
Europe, who have requested extensive testing to be 
carried out. More 
 

LIBRARY 

The EP Library regularly prepares the 
briefings which serve as an overview of 
published expert information on a current 
topic in parliamentary work. Find the latest 

updates via the links briefings and blog. 
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Subscription 
If you wish to receive the ENVI newsletter, please send an email with your contact details and the subject 
"newsletter" to: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 

To sign up for ENVI committee press releases or for media enquiries, write to envi-press@europarl.europa.eu 

Watch online 
Watch the Committee meeting live on the EP web site or on Europarl TV.  
Past meetings are available via the EP Live multimedia library and you can also download the extracts of speakers. 

Do you need further information? 
Contact the ENVI Secretariat: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or visit the website of the ENVI Committee.  

Next meeting of the ENVI Committee 
20-21 March 2013, in Brussels 

http://www.eea.europa.eu/
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http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/Pages/home.aspx
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http://www.efsa.europa.eu/
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/press/news/130211.htm
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