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I. LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS

FIRST READING

 Registration of motor vehicles previously registered in another 
Member State
(Rapporteur: Toine Manders)

The main policy objective is to improve the functioning of the internal market 
through the elimination of barriers to the free movement of goods, services 
and workers, caused by the different administrative formalities and 
requirements for the registration of motor vehicles previously registered in 
another Member State.

 Harmonisation of the laws of the Member States relating to the 
making available on the market of radio equipment
(Rapporteur: Barbara Weiler)

The purpose of this directive is to replace Directive 1999/5/EC which entered 
into force in 1999 and has ever since been crucial to establishing a common 
framework for the placing on the market, free movement and putting into 
service in the EU of radio equipment and telecommunications terminal 
equipment. The current Directive already includes essential requirements for 
the protection of health and safety, of electromagnetic compatibility and for 
the avoidance of harmful interference. Its revision primarily aims at improving 
the level of compliance and increasing the confidence of all stakeholders in 
the regulatory framework, as well as at clarifying and simplifying the Directive, 
including some limited adaptations of scope (notably revision of the definition 
of "radio equipment"), so as to facilitate its application and eliminate 
unnecessary burden for economic operators and public authorities.

 Accessibility of public sector bodies' website
(Rapporteur: Jorgo Chatzimarkakis)

This proposal for a directive supports Member States to achieve their national 
commitments regarding web-accessibility as well as their commitment to the 
United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
regarding websites of public sector bodies. Web-accessibility is of great 
importance for public sector bodies, to extend their reach and to fulfil their 
public responsibilities. The number of websites providing e-government 
services (about 380.500 in EU) and public sector websites (over 761.000 in 
EU) grow rapidly. The non-harmonised national approaches to web-
accessibility create barriers in the Internal Market. Suppliers that operate 
cross border face additional production costs. Competition, competitiveness 
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and economic growth are hampered because enterprises, SMEs in particular, 
lack the knowledge and capacity to cope with all the specifications and 
procedures. Harmonisation of national measures for the public sector at EU 
level is being proposed as a necessary condition to put an end to this 
fragmentation and lack of confidence in the web-accessibility market.
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FIRST READING - TRIALOGUES

 Proposal for a Regulation on a consumer programme 2014 - 2020, 
COM(2011)707
(Rapporteur: Robert Rochefort)

The aim of the Consumer Programme is to contribute to protecting the health, 
safety and economic interests of consumers, as well as to promote their right 
to information, education and to organise themselves in order to safeguard 
their interests. The Programme will complement, support and monitor the 
policies of Member States.  The report was adopted by the IMCO Committee 
on 21 June 2012 with a view to continue trialogue negotiations.

 Proposal for a Directive on alternative dispute resolution for 
consumer disputes, COM(2011)793
(Rapporteur: Louis Grech) 

The proposed Directive on Alternative Dispute Resolution for Consumers aims 
to ensure that quality out-of-court entities exist to deal with any contractual 
dispute between a consumer and a business. Consumers will be able to 
submit their consumer contractual disputes to an ADR, wherever they shop in 
the EU (i.e. whether in their home country or in another EU country), whatever 
they buy, and however they buy it (online or offline). Quality ADR entities will 
become available for all consumer contractual disputes across the EU. 
Consumers will receive complete information about the ADR competent to 
deal with their contractual dispute in all relevant documents. The report was 
adopted on 10 July 2012 and the vote on the outcome of trialogue 
negotiations took place on 18 December 2012.

 Proposal for a Regulation on online dispute resolution for consumer 
disputes, COM(2011)794
(Rapporteur: Roza Thun und Hohenstein)

The Regulation on Online Dispute Resolution (‘ODR Regulation’) aims to 
create a single EU-wide online platform for online shoppers buying from
another EU country and traders to resolve their contractual disputes online.
Online shoppers buying from other EU countries as well as traders selling 
abroad within the EU will be able to resolve their contractual disputes directly 
online thanks to a single EU-wide online dispute resolution platform (‘ODR 
platform’). This single point of entry will be a user-friendly interactive website, 
accessible in all official languages of the EU and free of charge. The report 
was adopted on 10 July 2012. The report was adopted on 10 July 2012 and 
the vote on the outcome of trialogue negotiations took place on 18 December
2012.
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 Proposal for a Directive on recreational craft and personal watercraft, 
COM(2011)456
(Rapporteur: Malcolm Harbour)

The objective of the proposal is to ensure a high level of protection of human 
health and safety and protection of the environment whilst guaranteeing the 
functioning of the internal market by setting harmonised safety requirements 
for recreational craft and personal watercraft and minimum requirements for 
market surveillance, replacing Directive 94/25/EC (the Recreational Craft 
Directive). The vote in IMCO took place on 21 June 2013 with a view to 
continue trialogue negotiations in 2013.

 New Legislative Framework alignment package (Implementation of 
the goods package), including 9 legislative proposals 
(Rapporteur: Zuzana Roithová)

The overall objective is to ensure that products on the EU market are safe and 
fulfil all the requirements guaranteeing a high level of protection. Furthermore, 
this initiative also aims at simplifying the regulatory environment for products 
by making it much more coherent and user-friendly for economic operators 
and national authorities. Specific Objectives: Reduce the number of non-
compliant products, in particular of unsafe products. Ensure equal treatment 
of non-compliant products throughout the EU market and equal treatment of 
economic operators in the enforcement process. Ensure the reliability and 
high quality of conformity assessment activities carried out by notified bodies. 
Ensure more consistency of terminology and procedural requirements 
throughout the directives to facilitate their interpretation and implementation. 
The vote in IMCO took place on 10 Julyu 2012 and 25 September 2012. The 
option to open triloague negotiations is pending.

 Proposal for a Regulation establishing an action programme for 
customs in the European Union for the period 2014-2020 (CUSTOMS), 
COM(2012)0464
(Rapporteur: Raffaele Baldassarre)

The main objective of CUSTOMS is to support the Customs Union and 
strengthen the Internal Market by improving cooperation and coordination in 
taxation policies. The Regulation also outlines specific objectives aimed at 
meeting the challenges in customs in the years ahead. The programme will 
contribute to Europe 2020 by strengthening the function of the Single Market 
and the Customs Union, and promoting growth and innovation by protecting 
intellectual property rights at the borders. The aim of working towards national 
e-administrations for tax and customs contributes to the goal of a digital Single 
market. The vote in IMCO is foreseen on 23 January 2013 with a view to 
continue trialogue negotiations (tbc.).
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 Proposal for a Modernised Customs Code (Recast), COM(2012)0064
(Rapporteur: Constance Le Grip)

The proposal would first aim at postponing the date of application of the MCC 
with a deadline more adapted to the current economic conditions, thus 
allowing a phased, binding but realistic implementation of new, electronic-
based processes.
It would also imply removing three comitology procedures currently provided 
for in the MCC, including regulatory procedure with scrutiny, and replace them 
either by delegation of powers of by a conferment of implementing powers, in 
accordance with the criteria, principles and rules laid down in Articles 290 and 
291 of the Treaty on the functioning of the European Union and the 
Regulation (EU) No 182/2011.
Finally, the proposal could correct some provisions which are either no longer 
in line with changes introduced, since the adoption of the MCC in 2008, in the 
current customs legislation or have revealed difficult to implement through 
sounds measures and workable processes. The file was adopted by the IMCO 
Committee on 18 December 2012 and the trialogues may be foreseen in 2013 
(tbc.).

 Modernisation Package for the EU Public Procurement Framework: 
Proposal for a Directive on Public Procurement, COM(2011)896/ 
Proposal for a Directive on procurement by entities operating in the 
water, energy, transport and postal services sectors, COM(2011)895
(Rapporteur: Marc Tarabella)

The two proposals aim at modernising and simplifying the existing EU public 
procurement framework (Directives 2004/17/EC and 2004/18/EC). While 
preserving the transparency and non discrimination principles, the review 
seeks to ensure that the EU procurement framework is optimised, in line with 
smart regulation principles, so that it provides the best possible procurement 
outcomes with the least possible transaction costs and administrative 
burdens. The file was partially adopted by IMCO on 18 December 2012; the 
Utilities directive was submitted to vote in IMCO on 24 January 2013. The 
possible trialogues are to take place in first semester 2013.

 Proposal for a Directive on the award of concession contracts, 
COM(2011)897
(Rapporteur: Philippe Juvin)

The proposal aims to complete the European public procurement regime by 
including service concessions, the only concession not yet governed by 
secondary legislation. The proposed rules aim to establish a clear legal 
framework to ensure the necessary legal certainty for public authorities when 
performing their duties. They aim to guarantee effective access to the 
concessions market for all European businesses, including SMEs, and could 
thus help to stimulate the development of public-private partnerships, for 
which concessions constitute a tool of choice. The file was submitted to vote 



8

in IMCO on 24 January 2013. The possible trialogues are to take place in first 
semester 2013.

 Proposal for a Directive amending Directive 2005/36/EC on the 
recognition of professional qualifications and Regulation on 
administrative cooperation through the Internal Market Information 
System, COM(2011)883
(Rapporteur: Bernadette Vergnaud)

The proposal aims at simplifying rules for the mobility of professionals within 
the EU by offering a European Professional Card to all interested professions 
which would allow easier and faster recognition of qualifications. It also 
clarifies the framework for consumers, by inviting Member States to review the 
scope of their regulated professions and by addressing public concerns about 
language skills and the lack of effective alerts about professional malpractice, 
notably in the health sector. The vote in IMCO took place on 23 January 2013. 
Trialogue negotiations are foreseen during the first semester 2013.
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SECOND READING

Early Second Reading Files:

 Proposal for a Regulation concerning customs enforcement of 
intellectual property rights, COM(2011)285
(Rapporteur: Jürgen Creutzmann)

This proposal sets out the conditions and procedures for action by the 
customs authorities for goods suspected of infringing an intellectual property 
right within the customs territory of the Union. The review identified certain 
improvements to the legal framework that were considered necessary to 
strengthen the provisions concerning enforcement of intellectual property 
rights, whilst at the same time ensuring legal clarity. It is therefore proposed to 
replace Council Regulation (EC) No 1383/2003 with the proposed new 
Regulation. The vote in IMCO took place in 29 February 2012, the vote in the 
Plenary on 3 July 2012. The trialogue negotiations with the Council followed 
the Plenary vote and were finalised in December 2013. The vote in IMCO on 
the outcome of these negotiations leading to an early second reading 
agreement took place in January 2013. 



II. OWN-INITIATIVE REPORTS

(a) Legislative Own-Initiative Reports

 Single Market Governance
(Rapporteur: Andreas Schwab)

The Communication for better governance for the Single Market sets out an 
ambitious course of action to make progress on proper enforcement and
application of EU law in priority areas with the greatest growth potential. It 
proposes measures to further improve the way Single Market rules are 
designed, implemented, applied and enforced - the 'governance cycle'. 
COM(2012)0259 adopted by the Commission on 8 June 2012. The Draft 
Report was adopted by IMCO Committee on 23 January 2013.

(b) Non-Legislative Own-Initiative Reports

 A new Agenda for European Consumer Policy
(Rapporteur: Vicente Garces Ramon)

This Agenda will set out a strategic vision for consumer policy based on the 
principle of empowerment through safety, information and education, rights, 
redress and access to justice, and enforcement, in line with the principles of 
the social market economy. This Agenda will cover all consumer-related
initiatives presented by this Commission. Ref. COM(2012)225, published on 
22 May 2012.

 Internal Market for Services: State of Play and Next Steps
(Implementation of Services Directive)
(Rapporteur: Anna Maria Corazza Bildt)

On 8 June 2012, the Commission presented its Communication on "A 
partnership for new growth in services 2012 -2015" (COM(2012)261). 
Building on the Commission communication, this own-initiative report will 
assess progress in the implementation of the Services Directive and give 
political guidance for future priorities to boost the creation of the single market 
for services. Points that will likely be emphasised in the report include the 
importance to overcome remaining barriers, to ensure the single market works 
for consumers and to move towards 2nd generation "Points of Single 
Contact". The Draft Report is foreseen to be adopted by IMCO Committee on 
8/9 July 2013.
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 Packaging Tricks Designed to Mislead Consumers
(Rapporteur: Raffaele Baldassarre)

This Report follows up on the January 2012 study on Misleading Packaging 
Practices prepared by the Policy department upon request of IMCO. Over the 
past few years, it has been observed that producers are increasingly 
employing packaging practices in order to mislead consumers. Consumers 
are subsequently led into thinking that within the producer's packaging there is 
a greater quantity of the product than is actually the case, that the product is 
of a better quality, or that the product posseses other characteristics. 
Misleading packaging practices constitute an important consumer protection 
problem because consumers are therefore not able to evaluate properly the 
differences between similar products placed in the market. 

 An integrated parcel delivery market for the growth of e-commerce in 
the EU
(Rapporteur: EPP, tbc.)

On 29 November 2012, the Commission published a Green Paper examining
how the e-commerce and delivery markets in Europe are evolving, what is 
required for the creation of a Single Market for delivery, what the key 
challenges for the different actors are, and what opportunities exist for 
improving the delivery process to the benefits of citizens and businesses, in 
particular SMEs.

On the basis of the information gathered through the consultation, the 
Commission will identify more precisely the issues to address and draw 
conclusions, in spring 2013, as to the set of actions to take for completing the 
single market for parcels.

The proposed own-initiative report will draw on the Commission's 
Communication will explore the adequacies of the current regulatory and 
institutional framework, and put the emphasis on policies and measures that 
are instrumental in creating a truly integrated EU parcel delivery market. The 
report will also be an opportunity to demonstrate the firm determination of the 
European Parliament to closely follow up on the implementation of the 
Commission's proposed action plan, in an area of economic activity as crucial 
as e-commerce. 

 Online gambling in the Internal Market
(Rapporteur: Ashley Fox)

Less than two years after the 2011 Report on online gambling in the Internal 
Market, a new own initiative report on this subject is being prepared as a 
response to the 2012 European Commission Communication towards a 
comprehensive European framework for online gambling. The Report is 
expected to provide the European Parliament's vision in the field, as well as 
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its views on the policy priorities and the action plan announced by the 
Commission.

 Protecting businesses against misleading marketing practices and 
ensuring effective enforcement
(Rapporteur: GUE/NGL, tbc.)

This own-initiative report will react to the Commission's Communication 
concerning misleading marketing practices. Misleading marketing practices 
generate market failure by impairing businesses' ability to make informed, and 
hence efficient, choices. The distortion of businesses' economic decision-
making also gives rise to distortions of competition. This is either because the 
trader who is acting unfairly manages to win customer businesses away from 
honest competitors or because affected businesses are forced to pay for 
useless services of no value. In addition, misleading marketing practices have 
a knock-on effect on consumers as they have to pay more for products and 
services. The Commission's Communicaton therefore gives an overview of 
how the Misleading and Comparative Advertising Directive is currently 
implemented in the Member States, identifies problems in how it is applied 
and outlines plans to revise it in the future.



III. FORTHCOMING LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS

The Committee will deal with a number of forthcoming legislative proposals
included in the Commission Work Programme 2013 or postponed from the 
Commission Work Programme 2012. The below-listed proposals are 
indicative and their attributions to the EP Committees may be subject to 
change (responsibility of the EP Referral Unit):

 The revision of the General Product Safety Directive (GPSD, 
2011/95/EC)

The proposal aims to strengthen confidence of consumers and businesses in 
the internal market of safe products by providing businesses with clearer 
rules, lower compliance costs, and more generally a genuinely level-playing 
field for legitimate businesses. It will enable Member States' authorities to 
better coordinate and prioritize their enforcement actions and provides 
consumers a more homogeneous internal market of safe goods and better 
protection of health and safety. 

 New horizontal single legislative instrument for market surveillance

The overall objective is to safeguard to a high degree various public interests 
which may be affected while securing the free movement of goods within the 
EU. These include ensuring the health and safety of all users of products, 
protecting the environment and promoting energy efficiency. This requires all 
necessary mechanisms to be put in place to enable the effective and uniform 
implementation and enforcement of the EU market surveillance framework.

 Package Travel, Package Holidays and Package Tours

The aim of the proposal is to revise the Council Directive 90/314/EEC and 
modernise the current rules for the protection of consumers buying package 
travel, notably over internet, and facilitate the purchase of package travel from 
other Member States.

 Motor vehicles type-approval requirements for the implementation of 
the eCall system and amending Directive 2007/46/EC

This Regulation shall apply to all new passenger cars and light commercial 
vehicles (categories M1 and N1 as defined in Annexe 2 of Directive 
2007/46/EC) which can technically be fitted with an eCall triggering system. 

 Commission Regulation amending annex II, part III of Directive 
2009/48/EC on toy safety (TSD)

The initiative has two general objectives: (1) to ensure a higher level of safety 
for children by reducing the exposure of children to a particularly toxic 



14

substance and (2) to ensure a proper functioning of the internal market for 
toys.

 Payment Services Directive

Proposal to revise the Payment Services Directive, which will be accompanied 
by legislation on multilateral interchange fees, communication on SEPA 
governance, an impact assessment, and a report on the impact and 
implementation of the PSD.

 European Accessibility Act: improving accessibility of goods and 
services in the Internal Market

Proposal for a Directive to improve the market of goods and services that are 
accessible for persons with disabilities and elderly persons, based on a 
“design for all” approach. 

 An EU framework for collective redress

The potential initiative will ensure that the European approach to collective
redress is coherent and consistent. It will be a horizontal initiative covering 
several policy areas. The aim of the initiative is to improve the enforcement of 
EU law.

 Revision of the Community Trade Mark - Regulation and of the 
Directive approximating national trade mark laws

The main policy objectives are to upgrade, streamline and modernise both the 
EU Regulation and Directive where appropriate and to establish an enhanced 
cooperation between the OHIM and National Trade Mark Offices with the 
purpose of making the trade mark.

 Alternative Dispute Resolution instrument for Business to Business 
(B2B) disputes

This measure will complement the Commission’s legislative proposal on 
Alternative Dispute Resolution for consumers with a mechanism adapted to 
business-to-business disputes. Promoting ADR will improve confidence 
among SMEs to engage in cross-border trade and will enhance the 
functioning of the Internal Market.

 Reforming the internal market for industrial products

The objective is to enhance the quality and efficiency of the internal market 
legislation for industrial products. This initiative will address the elimination of 
remaining trade barriers, in particular for products with high-growth potential, 
ensure more consistency in the application of the legislation, and simplify its 
management and implementation.
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 Review of standardisation acquis

The initiative will consist of two parts:
1) An initiative to establish strategic priorities and specific mandates to 
support EU policy for international competitiveness, innovation, digital 
interoperability and technological development.
2) An independent review will be launched in 2013 to assess progress against 
strategic objectives and evaluate the performance of the current governance 
in the European standardisation system.

 Initiative on E-invoicing in the field of public procurement

This initiative would eliminate the fragmentation of the Internal Market by 
promoting the use of B2G e-invoicing in the public sector and enhancing the 
interoperability of national e-invoicing systems. It would help to reduce the 
operating costs of enterprises and the procurement costs of public authorities 
by fostering the automation of procedures related to invoicing.

 Initiative (Commission Delegated Act) on the electronic processing of 
declarations of performance under the Construction Products 
Regulation (305/2011/EU)

The electronic handling of performance declarations of construction products 
has been specifically foreseen in the new Construction Products Regulation 
(305/2011/EU; the CPR), which will come into effect on 1 July 2013. However, 
this has been dealt with by authorising the Commission to adopt delegated 
acts on this topic. The current lack of a legal base for these activities causes 
legal uncertainty and therefore creates an obstacle to the efficient and 
effective use of ICT for performance declarations.

 Access for regulated professions

Take stock of recent developments in Member States in the area of regulated 
professions and to devise a methodology for facilitating the mutual evaluation 
exercise foreseen in the proposal modernising the Professional Qualifications 
Directive. The mutual evaluation foreseen in the proposal will focus on 
restrictions (qualifications and reserved activities).

 Making business easier through a standard VAT declaration

The aim is to make a standardised VAT declaration available in all EU 
languages and optional for businesses across the EU. The standard VAT 
declaration forms a key action point of the strategy for the future of VAT and 
of the Better Regulation Agenda, as it will help reducing burdens on business 
and enhance the digital single market.
 Directive conserning measures to ensure a high common level of 

network and information security across the Union

The aim of the proposed directive is to ensure a high common level of network 
and information security (NIS) across the EU. This will be achieved by 
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requiring the Member States to increase their preparedness and improve their 
cooperation with each other, and by reuiring operators of critiical infrastructure 
and public administration to adopt appropriate steps to manage security risks 
and report serious incidents to the national competent authorities. 

 Reducing the costs of broadband infrastructure deployment

The draft regulation aims to substantially reduce the cost of deploying high-
speed broadband networks across the EU. This would incentivise investment 
in line with Digital Agenda high speed internet targets. The Regulation would 
mainly set out rights and obligations directly applicable to telecom operators 
and other utilities. (

 Follow up to Green Paper: Towards an integrated European market 
for card, internet and mobile payments

While card, internet and mobile payments are the retail payment methods with 
the highest growth potential, there is significant market fragmentation along 
national borders. The follow-up to the Green Paper addresses the main 
obstacles for market integration in these areas.



IV. DELEGATIONS

The Committee is planning to organise the following delegations visits in the 
course of 2013:

 Croatia: indicative planning - 2-4 April 2013
The purpose of this delegation is to explore the issues related to the free 
movement of goods, services, customs, product safety, market surveillance, 
and consumer protection.

 Lithuania: indicative planning - 29-30April 2013

The aim of the delegation is to meet government representatives, national 
parliament, business and consumer organisations and various stakeholders, 
to discuss the priorities of Lithuanian Presidency.

 Greece: indicative planning - 26-28 August 2013

The aim of the delegation is to meet government representatives, national 
parliament, business and consumer organisations and various stakeholders, 
to discuss the priorities of Greek Presidency.

 China: indicative planning - 28-31 October 2013

The general objective of this delegation is to contact the Chinese authorities to 
discuss the consumer protection technical standards. It is a follow-up of an 
IMCO Delegation to China in 2008.



V. PUBLIC HEARINGS

The following events have been requested for 2013.

Subject Purpose

Internal Market for 
Services (State of Play)

While examining the implementation of the Services 
Directive, a number of issues included in the COM 
will be addressed, such as the application of Article 
20(2) on non-discrimination against service 
recipients, bottlenecks for growth in specific sectors 
or further development of PSCs.

Transfer of motor 
vehicles registered in 
another Member States 
within the Single 
Market

To contribute to improve the functioning of the single 
market through the elimination of administrative 
barriers related to the re-registration procedure of 
motor vehicles, which currently hinder the free 
movement of goods.

Package travel, 
package holidays and 
package tours

The development of the Internet and the emergence 
of low-cost air carriers have revolutionised the way in 
which consumers organise their holidays. The new 
market trends, such as websites allowing holiday-
makers to put together their own "dynamic 
packages", have also created legal grey zones and 
uncertainty for both businesses and consumers.

Product safety 
package

The Commission will launch a product safety 
package by late February containing a proposal for a 
revised General Product Safety Directive, a new 
regulation on market surveillance and a multi-annual 
action plan for market surveillance. The main 
objective of the package to increase the level of 
product safety across EU while ensuring a level 
playing field for economic operators by strengthening 
market surveillance.

Toy safety The COM initiative has 2 general objectives: ensure 
a higher level of safety for children by reducing the 
exposure of children to a particularly toxic substance 
and to ensure a proper functioning of the internal 
market for toys.

Online gambling in the 
Internal Market

Contribute to a legal framework enhancing consumer 
protection in the area of online gambling services, 
preventing fraud and fighting money laundering, 
preventing match fixing and ensuring the integrity of 
sports.



VI. STUDIES

The Committee foresees the following studies/briefing papers/impact 
assessments and European added value assessments in 2013:

 In the context of the work of the Working Group on eCommerce and the 
Digital Single Market, the Committee foresees the following study: Study on 
consumer experiences of discrimination on grounds of residence/nationality 
in the digital single market (e.g. refusal to supply, different pricing, different 
payment and delivery options - typical complaints/cases and solutions 
found). 

 Initial Appraisal of Commission's Impact Assessment concerning the 
Proposal for a Directive on the harmonisation of the laws of the Member 
States relating to the making available on the market of radio equipment.

 Initial Appraisal of Commission's Impact Assessment concerning the 
Proposal for a Directive on accessibility of public-sector bodies' websites. 

 Detailed Appraisal of the Commission's Impact Assessment concerning 
the Proposal for a Regulation on the access of third-country goods and 
services to the Union's Internal Market in public procurement and 
procedures supporting negotiations on access of Union goods and 
services to the public procurement markets of third countries.

 European Added Value assessment concerning the Better Governance for 
the Single Market (own initiative legislative report).



VII. STOA, ADVISORY SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEES

1. STOA:

The Coordinators have appointed Mr. Malcolm Harbour (ECR) and Mr.
Antonio Correia De Campos (S&D) to the STOA (Scientific and Technological 
Options Assessment Unit) Panel. 

The STOA Panel carries the political responsibility for STOA's work. The 
Panel decides on all STOA's activities. In its meetings the Panel reviews 
progress and hears presentations of ongoing or recently-completed projects.
The STOA Panel is composed of 15 Members of the European Parliament. 14 
Members of the Panel are nominated by six permanent Committees of the 
Parliament: ITRE, EMPL, ENVI, IMCO, TRAN and AGRI. The European 
Parliament Vice-President responsible for STOA is a Member of the Panel ex 

officio. 

2. Scientific Advisory Committees:

On 14 September 2009, the Coordinators nominated Mrs Zuzana Roithová 
(EPP) to follow the work of the Scientific Committees assisting the 
Commission on the safety of products and risk assessment (Scientific 
Committee on Consumer Safety - SCCS).



VIII. WORKING GROUPS

On 6 November 2012 the Group of Coordinators gave a mandate to Mr Arias 
to continue the work of the Working Group on the Digital Single Market and 
eCommerce with a view to preparing strategic input to a possible Single 
Market Act III on the Digital Single Market. 

The working group would seek to identify key remaining barriers to the 
realisation of a Digital Single Market, where further action is needed as a 
matter of urgency. This would build on the previous two meeting cycles1, the 
studies commissioned in this context2 and the two resolutions adopted by the 
European Parliament on eCommerce and on the Digital Single Market. 

To ensure timely input, a series of meetings will be held throughout the first 
half of 2013, leading to the adoption of conclusions by IMCO in July 2013. The 
third cycle of meetings of the Working Group on eCommerce and the Digital 
Single Market would start with a strategic exchange on the importance of the 
digital single market for growth and jobs, its potential and the opportunities it 
offers and to identify the priority areas where policy action at EU level is most 
pressing. 

This would be followed by 4 additional meetings to allow exploring specific 
areas in more depth. The order of the discussion of these topics as well as the 
agenda of the meetings will be defined in consultation with the members of 
the Working Group. 

                                               
1 In 2011 and 2012, two cycles of meetings were held by the working group with a total of 7 meetings. 
The results of the meetings fed into two own-initiative reports under IMCO leadership.
2 The following studies were commissioned: Reforming the Data Protection Package (Sept 2012), 
Simplifying and Modernising VAT in the Digital Single Market for e-Commerce (Sept 2012), Road 
Map to the Digital Single Market  (Sept 2012), State of the Art Mobile Internet Connectivity and its 
Impact on e-Commerce (Aug 2012), A Pan-European Trustmark for e-Commerce: possibilities and 
opportunities (July 2012), Cloud Computing (May 2012)



IX. EU-US REGULATORY COOPERATION

The Committee organised a Delegation visit to the United States in July 
2012.

Following this delegation, the Committee held an exchange of views with Mr. 
Mr. David Vladeck, director of the Bureau of Consumer Protection of the U.S. 
Federal Trade Commission and a lunch debate with Mrs. Inez Tenenbaum
the Chair of the US Consumer Product Safety Commission.

Another exchange of views on the U.S. - EU consumer/trade relations took 
place on 24 January 2013. The Committees has invited Mr. Daniel Crespo 
Calleja, Director-General of the European Commission (DG ENTR) to present 
the state of play and take part in the debate.



X. COMMUNICATIONS

The Committee is committed to transparency and good communication of its 
activities to the wider public, and especially stakeholders. Different 
communication tools are used to inform the public in a clear and concise way 
about its work activities and initiatives:

 The Committee issues the IMCO Newsletter on a monthly basis. The 
Newsletter looks back at the last Committee meeting, provides an 
overview of the main issues at upcoming Committee meetings, and 
informs about other ongoing activities and initiatives. It is possible to 
subscribe to the Newsletter and receive it by mail.

 IMCO website provides a gateway to all IMCO-related information, 
including Committee meeting agendas, documents, information on 
hearings and workshops, Committee delegation visits, webstreaming and 
IMCO newsletter. You may access the IMCO website at the following 
address: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/IMCO/home.html

 IMCO meetings are webstreamed on the EP website. You may access 
the webstreaming via the IMCO website.

Disclaimer: The items contained herein are drafted by the Secretariat of the Internal Market and Consumer 
Protection Committee and are provided for general information purposes only. The opinions expressed in this 
document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official position of the 
European Parliament.
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ANNEX I: Calendar of Meetings 2013

IMCO Draft Calendar 2013

JANUARY JULY

Thursday, 10 January, 09h00-12h30

Wednesday, 23 January, 09h00-12h30
Wednesday, 23 January, 15h00-18h30 
Thursday, 24 January, 09h00-12h30
Thursday, 24 January, 15h00-18h30

Monday, 8 July, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 9 July, 09h00-12h30
Tuesday, 9 July, 15h00-18h30

FEBRUARY AUGUST

Wednesday, 20 February, 09h00-12h30
Wednesday, 20 February, 15h00-18h30 
Thursday, 21 February, 09h00-12h30
Thursday, 21 February, 15h00-18h30

MARCH SEPTEMBER

Monday, 4 March, 15h00-18h30

Wednesday, 20 March, 09h00-12h30
Wednesday, 20 March, 15h00-18h30 
Thursday, 21 March, 09h00-12h30
Thursday, 21 March, 15h00-18h30

Thursday, 5 September, 15h00-18h30                 

Wednesday, 18 September, 09h00-12h30
Wednesday, 18 September, 15h00-18h30 
Thursday, 19 September, 09h00-12h30
Thursday, 19 September, 15h00-18h30

Wednesday, 25 September, 09h00 - 12h30
Wednesday, 25 September, 15h30 - 18h30
Thursday, 26 September, 09h00 - 12h30
Thursday, 26 September, 15h30 - 18h30

Monday, 30 September, 15h30 - 18h30
pending approval

APRIL OCTOBER

Thursday, 11 April, 09h00-12h30

Wednesday, 24 April, 09h00-12h30
Wednesday, 24 April, 15h00-18h30
Thursday, 25 April, 09h00-12h30
Thursday, 25 April, 15h00-18h30

Wednesday, 9 October, 09h00-12h30
Wednesday, 9 October, 15h00-18h30
Thursday, 10 October, 09h00-12h30
Thursday, 10 October, 15h00-18h30

Monday, 14 October, 15h00 - 18h30
Thursday, 17 October, 09h00 - 12h30
Thursday, 17 October, 15h30 - 18h30

pending approval
MAY NOVEMBER
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Wednesday, 29 May, 09h00-12h30
Wednesday, 29 May, 15h00-18h30
Thursday, 30 May, 09h00-12h30
Thursday, 30 May, 15h00-18h30

Monday, 4 November, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 5 November, 09h00-12h30
Tuesday, 5 November, 15h00-18h30

Wednesday, 27 November, 09h00-12h30
Wednesday, 27 November, 15h00-18h30
Thursday, 28 November, 09h00-12h30
Thursday, 28 November, 15h00-18h30

JUNE DECEMBER

Monday, 17 June, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 18 June, 09h00-12h30
Tuesday, 18 June, 15h00-18h30

Monday, 16 December, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 17 December, 09h00-12h30
Tuesday, 17 December, 15h00-18h30


