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Thursday  28  February 2013 
 
From 15.00 to 18.30 
 
Room:  JAN 4Q2 

 
In the Chair: Alain Lamassoure, Chairman 

 
 
 
 
1.  Adoption of agenda 
 
The Draft Agenda was circulated to Members on  
21 February 2013 and was published on the website the 
same day.  
 
2.  Chairman's announcements 
 
2.1.    Languages available: 
 
Available : BG, CS, DA, DE, EL, EN, ES, FR, HR, 
HU, IT, LT, NL, PL, PT, RO, SK, SV. 
 
Not available :  ET, SL 
 
 
2.2.   Webstreaming 
  
Members are informed that this BUDG meeting will be 
webstreamed (apart from Coordinators' meeting) on the 
following link:  http://www.europarl.europa.eu/wps-
europarl-internet/frd/live/live-program?language=en 
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Please be aware that each time a speaker activates the  
microphone to make an intervention the camera will  
be automatically directed to the speaker. 
 
 
 
2.3.  Corrigendum on the resolution on the  
        Guidelines for 2014 Budget - Other sections 
 
 
BUDG will take position on a corrigendum, pursuant to 
Rule 2016, to the European Parliament’s resolution of 6 
February 2013 on the guidelines for the 2014 budget 
procedure-Other Sections (report M. Hohlmeier). 
  
All linguistic versions of the corrigendum were circu-
lated to Members and were included in the meeting's 
dossier.  
  
Should the corrigenda be endorsed by BUDG it will 
then be submitted to the plenary. 
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MFF  - Own resources 

 
 
3.  MFF - Own resources 
 
Rapporteurs: R. Böge -  I. Kalfin / JL. Dehaene - A. Jensen 
 
 Exchange of views  

 
Following the agreement reached within European 
Council on 8 February 2013, Members will hold an ex-
change of views on the 2014-2020 Multiannual Financial 
Framework.  members will among others, be informed 
about the outcome of the latest Contact Group meeting 
which took place on 26 February. 
 
 

Budget 2014 
 
 
4.  Budget 2014 - Mandate for the  
     Trilogue  
 
Rapporteur: A. Jensen 
      
 Exchange of views  
 
Following the adoption of the Guidelines for the 2014 
Budget - Section III, the General Rapporteur Ms. Jensen 
will launch a first exchange of views on the contents of 
the Mandate for Trilogue resolution, where the sectoral 
priorities of the Parliament will be outlined on the basis 
of the contents of the Draft budget 2014 that the Com-
mission will adopt in the end of April/ beginning of 
May. 
 
Provisional calendar: 
 

Date Body Event 

16 and 30 May BUDG  Exchange of views on draft 
report 

30 May BUDG Deadline for specialised 
committees' opinions 

5 June  - 12.00  BUDG  Deadline for AMs 
19 June BUDG  Vote 
July Plenary  Vote 

 
EP  Budget 

 
 
5.  Estimates of revenue and  
     expenditure for 2014 - Section I -  
     Parliament 
 
 
Rapporteur: M. Hohlmeier 
 
 Exchange of views  
  
Preliminary Draft Estimates of the EP budget 2014 
were proposed to the Bureau on February 26, in a form 
of a report from the Secretary-General. In order to al-
low Members sufficient time to acquaint themselves 
with the document, the first exchange of views on the 
EP estimates of revenue and expenditure for 2014 will 
in fact take place during the next BUDG meeting on 
March 4. 
 
Provisional Calendar: 
 
4 March BUDG Exchange of views 
5 March  
2:00-14:00 

BUDG/Bureau Pre-conciliation  

6 March  
14.00-15:00 

BUDG/Bureau Joint Working Group 
meeting 

11 March -15.00 BUDG Deadline for amendments 
13 March  BUDG/Bureau Conciliation  
20-21 March BUDG Adoption of report on the 

draft estimates 
17 April  Plenary Adoption of the EP Esti-

mates 
End April BUDG Transmission to the 

Commission of their es-
timates by all institutions 

 
 
6.  Supplementary Research Programme  
     for the ITER project (2014-2018) 
 
Rapporteur: N. Torvalds 
 
 Exchange of views  
 
Members will examine the opinion to the ITRE com-
mittee on the future EU funding for ITER for the pe-
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riod 2014-2018 through the setting up of a Supplemen-
tary  Research Programme under the Euratom Treaty. 
The Draftperson, Mr Torvalds (ALDE), presents in it 
the position taken by the Parliament in its interim report 
on MFF 2014-2020 in October 2012 and proposes 
therefore to support the Commission's proposal of put-
ting ITER over and above the ceilings of the MFF so as 
to ensure adequate funding for this project while at the 
same time protecting other EU programmes, mainly in 
the research field, from possible redeployments in fa-
vour of ITER, as it happened in the past. 
  
 

Date Body Event 

20 Feb            BUDG  Exchange of views 
28 Feb    BUDG  Consideration of draft opinion 
6 March BUDG  Deadline for amendments 
26 March     BUDG Vote 

 
 
7.  Joint presentation of the cooperation 
    agreement between the Commission 
    and the EIB on the main terms,  
    conditions and procedures of the risk- 
    sharing instrument for project bonds 
 

In July 2012, Plenary adopted in first reading agreement 
the regulation to amend CIP Decision (No 
1639/2006/EC) and the TEN Regulation ((EC) No 
680/2007) in order to accommodate the launching of a 
pilot phase of the Europe 2020 Project Bond Initiative, 
in preparation of the risk-sharing instruments of the 
Connecting Europe Facility for the period 2014-2020.  

During the negotiations, which took place under the 
Rapporteurship of Göran Färm, the question of the 
concrete implementation of the pilot phase and the 
sharing of tasks between the Commission and the 
European Investment Banks was a subject of specific 
interest. An annex was added presenting the main terms, 
conditions and procedures of the project bond instru-
ment, which includes, among others provisions relating 
to budget, risk-sharing, pricing, approval, control and 
reporting. 

The Commission and the EIB will jointly report on this 
cooperation agreement, which was signed in November 
2012. 

 

 
8.   EIB capital increase - Exchange of  
      views with EIB President W. Hoyer 
 
The Conclusions of the European Council of  28 and 29 
June 2012 stated that: 
 
"It is crucial to boost the financing of the economy. 
EUR 120 billion (equivalent to around 1% of EU GNI) 
are being mobilised for fast-acting growth measures" 
 
The first of the measures listed was: 
 
"− The EIB's paid-in capital should be increased by 
EUR 10 billion, with the aim of strengthening its capital 
basis as well as increasing its overall lending capacity by 
EUR 60 billion, and thus unlock up to EUR 180 billion 
of additional investment, spread across the whole Euro-
pean Union, including in the most vulnerable countries. 
This decision should be taken by the EIB Board of 
Governors so as to ensure that it enters into force no 
later than 31 December 2012." 
 
The European Investment Bank, whose mission is to 
help implement the EU's policy objectives, operates 
under a rolling three year operational plan, approved by 
its Board of Directors and updated every year. 
 
The 2013-2015 Corporate Operational Plan recently 
adopted should reflect the use planned for this 10 bil-
lion increase of capital. 
 
EIB's President Werner Hoyer has responded favoura-
bly to the invitation to an exchange of views concerning 
the expectations raised by this decision. 
 
 

 
Voting time 

 
 
 
9.   Budget 2013 - Section III 
 
Rapporteur: G. La Via 
 
 No transfer requests 
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10.  Budget 2013 - Other sections 
 
Rapporteur: D. Vaughan 
 
 No transfer request was received 
 
11.  Building policy 
 
Rapporteur: M. Hohlmeier 
 
 Any possible request 
 
Article 203(5) of the new Financial Regulation foresees a 
consultation of the two branches of the Budgetary Au-
thority when a building project is likely to have a signifi-
cant financial impact for the EU's budget. Article 
203(7)(iii) defines "significant impact" as one arising 
from any new building contract (including usufructs, 
long-term leases and renewals of existing building con-
tracts under less favourable conditions) with an annual 
charge of at least EUR 750 000. EP Rules of Procedure 
(Annex VII, No.IV) state that the BUDG is responsible, 
inter alia, for: "opinions concerning buildings-related 
projects with significant financial implications."  

 
Exchange of views on planned 12-year usufruct contract on 
Square de Meeûs 8 Building in Brussels (EP StopGap Building) 
 
Martin Schultz, President of the European Parliament, 
has notified the BUDG Committee Chairman Alain 
Lamassoure of a planned conclusion of a 12-year usu-
fruct contract for the building on Square de Meeûs 8 in 
Brussels, to be used by the EP as a "StopGap building" 
before the completion of the TREBEL project, if all the 
technical, legal and budgetary conditions are fulfilled.  
 
The building previously housed the Commission, and, 
after a medium renovation by the owner to last no 
longer than 12 months, would be operational before the 
start of the new legislative term in early 2014. The pro-
ject also corresponds to the Parliament's medium-term 
buildings policy. 
 
The notification for the StopGap building has been 
signed on February 8, and officially received by the 
BUDG Secretariat on February 20. The BUDG com-
mittee will be asked, on the recommendation of the 
Standing Rapporteur for Building Policy, Monika 

Hohlmeier, if it intends to draft an opinion on this noti-
fication. 
 
Exchange of views on the planned 8-year rent contract for the 
Drosbach building in Luxembourg (EU Translation Center) 
 
Rytis Martikonis, the Chairman of the Management 
Board of EU Translation Center, has notified the Euro-
pean Parliament and the BUDG Committee of a 
planned conclusion of a new, estendable 8-year lease 
contract for a Drosbach building in Luxembourg as the 
permanent seat of the EU Translation Centre, after con-
sidering other possible legal options.  
 
The Grand Duchy of Luxembourg has agreed to subsi-
dize the rent costs of the building with an annual rent 
grant. It has been explained that the current location 
situation of the EU Translation Centre is not sustain-
able, especially in light of the need to concentrate its 
dispersed staff. 
 
The notification has been signed on February 5, and 
officially received by the BUDG Secretariat on February 
11. The BUDG committee will be asked, on the rec-
ommendation of the Standing Rapporteur if it intends 
to draft an opinion on this notification. 
 
 
12.  Any other business 
 
 
13.  Next meeting 
 
 4 March 15.00-18.30 - Brussels 
 


