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The first session of the conference chaired by Mr. Carlo Casini dealt with political 
foundations at the European Level. The panel examined the role of political 
foundations in promoting democratic political culture within the European Union in 
the last five years. In his introduction speech, Mr. Luciano Bardi underlined the 
importance of the discussion on the role of foundations and in which activities they 
are involved. During the session, the representatives of seven different political 
foundations (Mr Xabier Macias (President of the Center Maurits Coppieters), Mr 
Tomi Huhtanen (Director of the Centre for European Studies), Mr Johannes de Jong 
(Manager of the European Christian Political Foundation), Ms Felicita Medved 
(President of the European Liberal Forum), Ms Ania Skrzypek (Senior Research 
Fellow of the Foundation for European Progressive Studies), Ms Leonore Gewessler 
(Director of the Green European Foundation), Ms Giulia Massotti (Project Manager 
of the Institute of European Democrats) and Mr Walter Baier (Coordinator of 
Transform!)) introduced the activities and values of their organizations, which varied 
based on their political views or ideologies. All the speeches, however, characterised 
the role of foundations as powerful tools that strengthen the role of people in national 
and European democracies. These foundations also have the ability to bring European 
institutions and European politics closer to citizens.

In the discussion, Mr. Wojciech Gagatek pointed out that foundations connect
politicians and academics alike: they help create European civil society. He stressed 
that political foundations complement the activities of European parties. It was also 
discussed that political foundations can differ; they either have a formal link of 
affiliation or an ideological affiliation with political parties. Mr. Steven van Hecke 
greeted the plurality of ideological concepts that were presented by the foundations;
plurality namely enriches the political map of Europe.

During the second panel, future tasks of political foundations were discussed by the 
participants of the conference. Mr Xabier Macias stressed the importance of a clear 
ideological link between foundations and parties. However he also found crucial that 
foundations should not focus on the current political agenda. Mr Tomi Huhtanen 
found long-term thinking the most important task of foundations. Ms Felicita Medved 
highlighted that the balance in the internal structures of political foundations should 
be established; i.e. research, long-term programmes and capacity building should all 
be involved in their work. For this, however, new rules and continuous financing are
needed. According to Ms Ania Skrzypek, the transnational approach of EU projects is
necessary; that approach is key to the work of the foundations. She stated that 
political foundations create a place for political debate for citizens; which is why they 
can help develop political citizenship. In the course of the discussion, foundations 
were characterised also as catalysers for the European demos.

In his concluding remarks, Mr. Bardi stated that the link between politics and society 
can be established by parties; however, it is more efficient if it is achieved by political 
foundations. He also emphasised the important role of foundations to stress values, 
such as culture, that are also generally linked to society. In Bardi’s opinion, cultural 



aspects can be transmitted by networks, which is a crucial tool used by foundations. 
Networks do not limit themselves namely to the European dimension and involve 
likeminded organisations in other parts of the world. Finally, he concluded that 
foundations are of importance to develop European demos, by involving all citizens 
including minorities in politics.

*****

The afternoon session of the conference was chaired by Ms. Zita Gurmai. The 
session's topic was "Access to electoral rights: Citizenship, residence and franchise in 
local, regional, national and European elections" and was organised by the European 
Union Democratic Observatory on Citizenship, as well as the  Robert Schuman 
Centre for Advanced Studies of the European University Institute. Ms. Gurmai 
introduced the study produced for the AFCO committee, the conclusions of which 
were then presented by the speakers. She also recalled that the issue of citizens' access 
to electoral rights had already been discussed in the Committee in many occasions. 
She underlined the importance of the subject, given the concurrence of the Year of 
European Citizens.

Then Mr Rainer Bauböck and Ms Jo Shaw introduced the main content of the study 
included in a flyer released, pending publication of the study, which should be 
available in the upcoming month.

The first of the two panels dealt with "Electoral and diplomatic rights of EU citizens 
residing in third countries". Mr Derek Hutcheson commented data about external 
voting rights and participation of EU citizens residing in third countries in national 
and EP elections. He compared them with their candidacy rights. Ms Madalina 
Moraru then analyzed the impact and practical effects of an absent external 
representation of the EU and of Member States for EU citizens residing in a third 
country, by scrutinizing the advantages and disadvantages of horizontal and vertical 
consular cooperation and the potential added value of the Lisbon Treaty. The issue of 
eligibility of EU citizens for high political and administrative mandates in EU 
member state was addressed by Mr Lamin Khadar, who examined the different kind 
of restrictions to their access to "high public office" and formulated several political 
recommendations in order to abolish or reduce them.

The debate after the first session was opened by Mr Andrew Duff who underlined the 
interaction between freedom of movement and the growing interdependence of 
Member States on each other; he also noted that two more issues should be taken into 
consideration: a necessary distinction between referendum and national questions on 
one hand and referendum on European issues on the other hand; the possibility that, 
after the accession of the EU to the ECHR, citizens of the EU living in countries other 
then their own could bring a class action before the European Court on Human 
Rights. 

After an exchange of views among Mr Duff, Ms Tatjana Ždanoka, Ms Jo Shaw, Mr
Rainer Bauböck and Mr Derek Hutcheson, the second panel focused on the electoral 
rights of third country citizens residing in the EU. Mr Jean-Thomas Arrighi explained 
which kind of restrictions may affect them and which selective enfranchisement may 
be adopted; he concluded with some policy recommendations regarding convergence



towards a common approach and an increase in electoral participation. Mr Mike 
Collyer dealt with the electoral rights and participation of third country nationals in 
their country of origin, with particular regards to three kinds of situations: the one of 
EU citizens in the EU elections; the one of resident non citizens in the elections of 
their residence country; the one of non resident citizens in national elections. Finally, 
Mr Rainer Bauböck brought together the results of the contributions to the report.
Mr. Andrew Duff wanted to thank all the speakers for approaching such a complex 
and dense theme and to hint at the extraordinary chance of a federal citizenship of the 
EU on this domain. One lady from the audience took the floor to tell everybody her 
good experience as a German citizen residing in Belgium who could easily vote to the 
European election on 2009.

Mr Maarter Peter Vink then made his concluding remarks, focusing on the variety of 
conditions, rights and different ways in which rights are used in this field and on the 
possible pragmatic solutions to such inequality.

Finally Ms Gurmai wanted to thank the speakers and the audience for such a 
stimulating and important exchange of views.
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