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Amendment  1 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Citation 1 a (new) 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 - having regard to the Joint Statement of 
the European Parliament, the Council of 
the EU and the European Commission on 
decentralised agencies of July 2012, 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  2 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Citation 1 b (new) 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 - having regard to the communication 
from the Commission to the European 
Parliament and the Council entitled: 
European agencies – the way forward 
(COM(2008) 135 final), 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  3 
Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Recital B 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

B. whereas there has been a tenfold 
increase in the number of agencies over the 
last decade, from three in 2000 to 30 in 
2011, 

B. whereas there has been a threefold 
increase in the number of agencies over the 
last decade, from ten in 2001 to 30 in 
2011, 



PE497.863v01-00 4/55 AM\915408EN.doc 

EN 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  4 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Recital B 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

B. whereas there has been a tenfold 
increase in the number of agencies over the 
last decade, from three in 2000 to 30 in 
2011, 

B. whereas, in response to calls made, and 
mandates issued, by the European 
institutions, and as a result of the 
enlargement of the EU, there has been a 
tenfold increase in the number of agencies 
over the last decade, from three in 2000 to 
31 in 2011, 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  5 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 1 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

1. Stresses the importance of the tasks 
performed by agencies, and their direct 
impact on the daily lives of citizens, for 
example relating to the quality of 
medicines, food safety, aviation security, 
the control of outbreaks of infectious 
diseases; emphasises, in this context, the 
utmost importance of their autonomy, in 
particular of the regulatory agencies and 
those with the function of independent 
information collection, and recalls that the 
main reason for establishing agencies was 
for the purpose of making independent 
technical or scientific assessments; 

1. Stresses the importance of the tasks 
performed by agencies, and their direct 
impact on the daily lives of citizens, for 
example relating to the quality of 
medicines, food safety, aviation security or 
the control of outbreaks of infectious 
diseases; emphasises, in this context, the 
utmost importance of their autonomy, in 
particular of the regulatory agencies and 
those with the function of independent 
information collection and provision, and 
recalls that one of the agencies’ main 
tasks is making independent technical or 
scientific assessments; points out, 
furthermore, that the agencies also carry 
out technical, operational and regulatory 
tasks and play an important role in 
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implementing EU policy and raising its 
profile; 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  6 
Monica Luisa Macovei 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 1 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

1. Stresses the importance of the tasks 
performed by agencies, and their direct 
impact on the daily lives of citizens, for 
example relating to the quality of 
medicines, food safety, aviation security, 
the control of outbreaks of infectious 
diseases; emphasises, in this context, the 
utmost importance of their autonomy, in 
particular of the regulatory agencies and 
those with the function of independent 
information collection, and recalls that the 
main reason for establishing agencies was 
for the purpose of making independent 
technical or scientific assessments; 

1. Stresses the importance of the tasks 
performed by agencies, and their direct 
impact on the daily lives of citizens, for 
example relating to the quality of 
medicines, food safety, aviation security, 
the control of outbreaks of infectious 
diseases; emphasises, in this context, the 
utmost importance of their autonomy and 
independence, in particular of the 
regulatory agencies and those with the 
function of collecting independent 
information during the certification 
process, and recalls that the main reason 
for establishing agencies was for the 
purpose of making independent technical 
or scientific assessments; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  7 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 1 a (new) 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 1a. Praises the agencies for their efforts to 
improve all aspects of the management 
thereof; welcomes the establishment of 
the Union Agencies Network and the role 
it is to play in coordinating and achieving 
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these good governance objectives; also 
welcomes the fact that the Court of 
Auditors has only issued a qualified 
opinion on the current period; 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  8 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 2 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

2. Recalls that Union institutions have 
drawn up a joint position on the future of 
agencies and the reform of existing 
agencies; believes that the joint position 
should be further developed in a more 
concrete manner; 

2. Recalls that in July 2012, after three 
years of analysis and negotiations, the 
Commission, the Council and Parliament 
finally adopted the ‘Common Approach’, 
a political agreement concerning the 
future and the reform of the decentralised 
agencies; welcomes the conclusion of this 
agreement but deplores the fact that it 
neglected to set out either decision-
making procedures in respect of the 
implementation of its lines of action or 
arrangements for European Parliament 
oversight of this procedure; 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  9 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 3 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

3. Welcomes the Commission's 'Roadmap 
on the follow-up to the Common Approach 
on EU decentralised agencies' (the 
Roadmap) in this context and invites all 
involved parties to take on board the ideas 
expressed there, inter alia, when 

3. Welcomes the Commission's rapid 
adoption of a Roadmap for the 
implementation of the Common Approach 
on EU decentralised agencies; deplores, 
however, the fact that some of the 
Commission’s objectives in the Roadmap 
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negotiating the new multiannual budget 
for the Union; 

are out of step with both the spirit and 
provisions of the Common Approach, and 
the fact that the Commission has 
unilaterally decided how to implement 
many of the stated guidelines; calls on 
Parliament to instruct its relevant 
committee to carry out, as a matter of 
urgency, an analysis and an in-depth 
discussion of, the Roadmap with a view to 
delivering an opinion on the 
Commission's proposals and to verifying 
that they are in accordance with the 
principles enshrined in the Common 
Approach; 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  10 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 4 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

4. Welcomes the Court of Auditors' 
reports; notes with satisfaction that the 
audit reports contain more detailed 
information than in previous years; 
encourages the Court of Auditors to 
continue this positive trend and to further 
develop performance audit elements, both 
in its annual audit reports as well as in 
dedicated Special Reports of the Court of 
Auditors; 

4. Welcomes the Court of Auditors' 
reports; welcomes the Court’s efforts to 
comply with the requests made by 
Parliament to conduct better audits and 
facilitate the discharge procedure; notes 
with satisfaction that the audit reports 
contain more detailed information than in 
previous years; encourages the Court of 
Auditors to continue this positive trend and 
to further develop performance audit 
elements, both in its annual audit reports as 
well as in dedicated Special Reports of the 
Court of Auditors; calls on the Court to 
facilitate debates in which both parties are 
heard whenever the agencies so wish, and 
to make its reports more informative and 
transparent, for instance by duly noting 
cases in which a given agency has 
uncovered a problem itself and notified 
the Court, and by signalling even more 
clearly cases in which a reservation has 
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been issued; 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  11 
Martin Ehrenhauser 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 4 a (new) 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 4a. Takes the view that publishing Union 
data makes innovations possible, brings 
about considerable overall economic 
benefits, and makes administrations more 
efficient; calls for the decentralised 
agencies’ data to be made permanently 
available in machine-readable form, 
without charge, so as to make them freely 
reusable; is of the opinion that the data 
must not be constrained because of 
platform- or system-specific architecture 
and that the data format must be based on 
widely used and freely accessible 
standards and be supported and 
maintained by organisations which are 
independent of manufacturers; stresses 
that full documentation relating to format 
and all extensions must be made freely 
available; 

 (Justification: For a modern, transparent 
administration, the fundamental principle 
of Open Government Data must apply.) 

Or. de 

 

Amendment  12 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 5 



AM\915408EN.doc 9/55 PE497.863v01-00 

 EN 

 
Motion for a resolution Amendment 

5. Commends the good cooperation with 
the responsible committee from the side of 
the Union Agencies Network (“the 
Network”), a forum for coordination, 
information exchange and agreement of 
common positions on issues of common 
interest for agencies, and encourages the 
strengthening of the Network; notes with 
satisfaction the availability and openness 
of the directors of the agencies contacted 
in the framework of the annual discharge 
procedure; proposes that the Network be 
supported by an external independent 
coordinator, for example a former 
Executive Director of one of the agencies, 
when further discussing and 
implementing the Roadmap; 

5. Welcomes the good cooperation between 
the Union Agencies Network (“the 
Network”) and the responsible European 
Parliament committee;  stresses the 
crucial role played by the Network both as 
a forum for coordination, the exchange of 
information and good practices and 
agreement of common positions on issues 
of common interest for agencies as well as 
for improving governance and as a 
contact point and discussion partner for 
the European institutions;  considers it 
essential, therefore, that the agencies are 
given the means to develop and 
strengthen the structure of the Network; 
believes its current organisational 
structure, consisting of an executive 
director as Chair of the Board, a 
governmental troika, and working via 
functional sub-networks, to be adequate 
to ensure that its objectives are achieved 
and fair and balanced representation; 
considers that the Network and the 
Commission must officially determine as 
soon as possible who shall be responsible 
for implementing the conclusions of the 
roadmap, and submit an operational 
proposal in this regard to this committee;  

Or. es 

 

Amendment  13 
Monica Luisa Macovei 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 5 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

5. Commends the good cooperation with 
the responsible committee from the side of 
the Union Agencies Network (‘the 
Network’), a forum for coordination, 
information exchange and agreement of 

5. Commends the good cooperation with 
the responsible committee from the side of 
the Union Agencies Network ("the 
Network"), a forum for coordination, 
information exchange and agreement of 



PE497.863v01-00 10/55 AM\915408EN.doc 

EN 

common positions on issues of common 
interest for agencies, and encourages the 
strengthening of the Network; notes with 
satisfaction the availability and openness of 
the directors of the agencies contacted in 
the framework of the annual discharge 
procedure; proposes that the Network be 
supported by an external independent 
coordinator, for example a former 
Executive Director of one of the agencies, 
when further discussing and 
implementing the Roadmap; 

common positions on issues of common 
interest for agencies, and encourages the 
strengthening of the Network; notes with 
satisfaction the availability and openness of 
the directors of the agencies contacted in 
the framework of the annual discharge 
procedure; has noted with surprise the 
Network's letter of 19 October 2012 
asking the Parliament to "revert to its 
practice of earlier years"; on the contrary 
encourages and expects the Network to 
support the changes requested by the 
Parliament in the previous discharge for 
an improved management, transparency 
and anti-conflict of interest measures to 
the benefit of consumers and taxpayers' 
money; 

 (Justification: Creating a new position for 
an informal structure is questionable in 
terms of accountability and financial 
impact) 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  14 
Ingeborg Gräßle 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 5 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

5. Commends the good cooperation with 
the responsible committee from the side of 
the Union Agencies Network (“the 
Network”), a forum for coordination, 
information exchange and agreement of 
common positions on issues of common 
interest for agencies, and encourages the 
strengthening of the Network; notes with 
satisfaction the availability and openness of 
the directors of the agencies contacted in 
the framework of the annual discharge 
procedure; proposes that the Network be 
supported by an external independent 
coordinator, for example a former 

5. Commends the good cooperation with 
the responsible committee from the side of 
the Union Agencies Network (“the 
Network”), a forum for coordination, 
information exchange and agreement of 
common positions on issues of common 
interest for agencies, and encourages the 
strengthening of the Network; notes with 
satisfaction the availability and openness of 
the directors of the agencies contacted in 
the framework of the annual discharge 
procedure; proposes that the Network be 
supported on an unpaid basis by an 
external independent coordinator, for 
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Executive Director of one of the agencies, 
when further discussing and implementing 
the Roadmap; 

example a former Executive Director of 
one of the agencies, when further 
discussing and implementing the 
Roadmap; 

Or. de 

 

Amendment  15 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 6 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

6. Emphasises the need to focus on 
effectiveness in the discharge exercise; and 
invites all involved parties – the Court of 
Auditors, the Council, the agencies and the 
Network – to approach the discharge from 
that position; emphasises that the focus 
shift towards performance should by no 
means hamper regularity and sound 
financial management; 

6. Emphasises the need to focus on 
effectiveness and transparency in the 
discharge exercise; and invites all involved 
parties – the Court of Auditors, the 
Council, the agencies and the Network – to 
approach the discharge from that position; 
emphasises that the focus shift towards 
performance should by no means hamper 
regularity and sound financial 
management; 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  16 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 7 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

7. Points out, in this context, the 
relationship between administrative weight 
and the output of the agencies; believes 
that small agencies with large and costly 
management boards should be considered 
as potential merger candidates with larger 
agencies, or alternatively, be integrated 
into the Commission; believes that the 
agencies should seek synergies, should 

7. Points out, in this context, the 
relationship between administrative weight 
and the output of the agencies; believes 
that, for the agencies to operate as 
efficiently as possible and to make the 
most of their resources, they must, insofar 
as is possible, seek synergies, exchange 
best practices and share services on the 
basis of geographical proximity or 
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further exchange good practices and 
should share services whenever possible; 

relevance; access to services provided by 
the commission should also be improved, 
expanded and facilitated;  

Or. es 

 

Amendment  17 
Philip Bradbourn, Ryszard Czarnecki, Andrea Češková, Derk Jan Eppink 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 7 a (new) 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 7 a. Urges the Agencies to examine their 
internal administrative processes with a 
view to reducing administrative costs, 
which are generally too high across the 
Agencies; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  18 
Andrea Češková 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 7 a (new) 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 7 a. Proposes that some smaller agencies 
which may not be suitable for outright 
mergers be relocated in the same city – 
possibly even in the same building – so 
that they can benefit from common 
central resources and reduce overhead 
costs; 

Or. cs 

Amendment  19 
Inés Ayala Sender 
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Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 7 a (new) 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 7a. Notes with concern the cuts made to 
agencies in terms of both their financial 
and human resources; adds that, despite 
these cuts, the demand for their services 
has not fallen; stresses, therefore, the 
importance of safeguarding their human 
and financial resources and the risk that, 
following the overall 5% cut in the 
European institutions’ staffing levels, the 
agencies could see their workload 
increased owing to the Commission’s 
outsourcing of parts of its work; points 
out that, if this were to happen, it would 
greatly weaken the regulatory agencies, 
which would be made into mere executive 
agencies and take them away from the 
purposes for which they were set up; calls, 
therefore, on the agencies to alert the 
discharge authority in the event that such 
a situation is liable to arise; 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  20 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 9 – introductory part 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

9. Notes with concern that there are a 
number of problems identified in many 
instances by the Court of Auditors, each 
of which affect a number of Agencies, 
i.e.: 

9. Notes with concern that the Court of 
Auditors has again identified a number of 
recurrent problems in the management of 
most of the agencies, which are chiefly 
attributable to the high carryover rate and 
the lack of transparency or thoroughness 
in recruitments and, to a lesser extent, to 
problems concerning public procurement, 
contract management and conflicts of 
interest; 
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Or. es 

 

Amendment  21 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 9 – indent 1 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

– carryovers which are not supported by 
commitments or which appear excessively 
high, 

deleted 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  22 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 9 – indent 2 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

– lack of transparency or rigour in 
recruitments, 

deleted 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  23 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 9 – indent 3 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

– problems with procurement and 
contract management, 

deleted 

Or. es 
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Amendment  24 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 9 – indent 4 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

– potential conflicts of interest on boards; deleted 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  25 
Petri Sarvamaa 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 9 – indent 4 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

– potential conflicts of interest on boards; – reported potential conflicts of interest on 
boards; notably in the Court of Auditors' 
Special Report No 15/2012 on 
Management of Conflict of Interest in 
EASA, ECHA, EFSA and EMA; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  26 
Monica Luisa Macovei 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 9 – indent 4 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

– potential conflicts of interest on boards; – potential conflicts of interest, including 
at the Agencies' management board level; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  27 
Monica Luisa Macovei, Petri Sarvamaa 



PE497.863v01-00 16/55 AM\915408EN.doc 

EN 

 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 10 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

10. Notes, in this context, the reply of the 
Network; welcomes the coordinated action 
of the agencies and their intention to tackle 
the challenges identified by the Court of 
Auditors and the setting up of specialised 
sub-networks of the Network which will 
be involved to guarantee technical 
expertise; commends the identified 
approach aiming to share best practices 
and, wherever possible, draft guidelines 
that can be voluntarily adopted by each 
Agency or that can be a starting point for 
the Commission for further activities in 
the area; 

10. Notes, in this context, the reply of the 
Network; welcomes the coordinated action 
of the agencies and their intention to tackle 
the challenges identified by the Court of 
Auditors and urges the Network, as well as 
the individual agencies, to report back to 
the discharge authority on the progress of 
the implementation of the concrete 
measures to redress the shortcomings 
identified by the Court of Auditors and the 
Parliament in the discharge procedure for 
the financial year 2010; underlines that 
the responsibility lies with each Executive 
Director and the Management Board of 
the Agencies; 

 (Justification: Responsibilities should not 
be diluted, especially given that the 
Network is an informal structure without 
task and/or power making it accountable;) 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  28 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 10 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

10. Notes, in this context, the reply of the 
Network; welcomes the coordinated action 
of the agencies and their intention to tackle 
the challenges identified by the Court of 
Auditors and the setting up of specialised 
sub-networks of the Network which will be 
involved to guarantee technical expertise; 
commends the identified approach aiming 
to share best practices and, wherever 
possible, draft guidelines that can be 
voluntarily adopted by each Agency or 

10. Notes, in this context, the reply of the 
Network; welcomes the coordinated action 
of the agencies and their intention to tackle 
the challenges identified by the Court of 
Auditors and the Common Approach and 
the setting up of specialised sub-networks 
which will be involved to guarantee 
technical expertise; commends the 
identified approach aiming to share best 
practices and, wherever possible, draft 
guidelines that can be adopted by the 
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that can be a starting point for the 
Commission for further activities in the 
area; 

agencies or that can be a starting point for 
further activities planned by the Roadmap 
in the area; 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  29 
Monica Luisa Macovei 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 11 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

11. Urges the Network, as well as the 
individual agencies, to report back to the 
discharge authority on the progress of the 
implementation of those ideas and 
approaches to asses whether the chosen 
approach have proved effective in 
resolving the outstanding issues as 
identified by the Court of Auditors and to 
report to the discharge authority on both 
the individual and collective actions 
addressing the Court of Auditors' 
findings, and the results thereof; 

deleted 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  30 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 11 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

11. Urges the Network, as well as the 
individual agencies, to report back to the 
discharge authority on the progress of the 
implementation of those ideas and 
approaches to asses whether the chosen 
approach have proved effective in 
resolving the outstanding issues as 
identified by the Court of Auditors and to 

11. Urges the Network, as well as the 
individual agencies, to report back to the 
discharge authority on the progress of the 
implementation of those ideas and 
approaches to asses whether a chosen 
approach has proved effective in resolving 
the outstanding issues as identified by the 
Court of Auditors and in the Common 
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report to the discharge authority on both 
the individual and collective actions 
addressing the Court of Auditors' findings, 
and the results thereof; 

Approach and to report to the discharge 
authority on both the individual and 
collective actions addressing the Court of 
Auditors' findings, and the results thereof; 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  31 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 11 a (new) 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 11a. Emphasises that the Agencies have 
for some time been calling for greater 
flexibility in the rules applicable to them 
under the Financial Regulation; 
recognises that most of those rules are 
disproportionate and ill-suited not only to 
the size and objectives of the majority of 
Agencies, but also to their characteristics;    
insists that simplification of the financial 
and statutory rules relating to those 
factors would improve their efficiency, 
reduce their expenditure and solve many 
of the problems pointed out by the Court 
of Auditors;  

Or. es 

 

Amendment  32 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 12 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

12. Reminds the agencies that the 
persistent problem of carryovers has yet to 
be addressed; takes note of the Agencies' 
explanations as regards the difficulty in 
avoiding carryovers in operational 

12. Reminds the agencies that the 
persistent problem of carryovers has yet to 
be addressed; takes note of the Agencies' 
explanations as regards the difficulty in 
avoiding carryovers in operational 
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expenditure, believes, nevertheless, that in 
a number of cases, there remains room for 
improvement, in particular by means of 
more stringent budgetary discipline and 
regular overview of spending; 

expenditure, believes, nevertheless, that in 
a number of cases, there remains room for 
improvement, in particular by means of a 
better management of commitment 
appropriations based on real needs, better 
internal planning and general revenue 
forecasting and more stringent budgetary 
discipline and regular overview of 
spending; also calls on the Agencies to 
assess their internal administrative 
procedures in order to reduce the 
administrative burden, especially as 
regards public procurement and staff 
recruitment procedures; believes that both 
the Commission and the Court of 
Auditors should provide effective 
assistance to the Agencies for this task;  

Or. es 

 

Amendment  33 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 13 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

13. Stresses, in this context, that the 
hierarchy of norms is to be taken into 
account; believes that sound financial 
management should take precedence over 
annuality; recognises, in this context, that 
the current financial rules place the fee-
earning Agencies in an unfavourable 
position and calls upon the Commission to 
take this issue into account when the next 
revision of the rules will take place; 
 

13. Stresses, in this context, that the 
hierarchy of norms is to be taken into 
account, and in that context believes that 
the focus should generally be on sound 
financial management; points out, 
however, that the current financial rules do 
not resolve the problem that arises in the 
case of Agencies whose funding is based 
on charges, and calls upon the 
Commission to propose a solution to this 
problem when the next revision of the rules 
takes place; points out that the Financial 
Regulation is not suited either to Agencies 
which generate surpluses and that it is 
essential, as part of the revision, to 
consider ways of resolving this, such as by 
creating a limited reserve fund;  

Or. es 
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Amendment  34 
Petri Sarvamaa 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 13 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

13. Stresses, in this context, that the 
hierarchy of norms is to be taken into 
account; believes that sound financial 
management should take precedence over 
annuality; recognises, in this context, that 
the current financial rules place the fee-
earning Agencies in an unfavourable 
position and calls upon the Commission to 
take this issue into account when the next 
revision of the rules will take place; 

13. recognises, in this context, that the 
current financial rules place the fee-earning 
Agencies in an unfavourable position and 
calls upon the Commission to take this 
issue into account when the next revision 
of the rules will take place; 

 (Justification: Giving up the principle of 
annuality altogether would possibly lead to 
a situation where these organisations 
would not have any clear practical 
guidance over their budget and financial 
management.) 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  35 
Ingeborg Gräßle 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 13 a (new) 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 13 a. expects the Court of Auditors in its 
role as an external auditor as a follow-up 
to Parliament's discharge report in 2010 
and its report on the benchmarking of 
Agencies to consult the Agencies' 
Network to compose an openly accessible 
and transparent benchmarking and 
ranking procedure for Agencies by using 
important indicators in the fields of good 
financial and budgetary management, low 
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governance costs as well as efficient 
operational effectiveness and provide the 
underlying data in an easily accessible 
format (e.g. Excel files and/or CSV files); 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  36 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 14 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

14. Notes with concern that the lack of 
flexibility within the budget has been 
recognised as a weakness by certain 
agencies, which suggests that savings 
could be made if there was enough 
flexibility within the budget from title to 
title; calls upon the Commission to closely 
examine the situation and to come forth 
with proposals addressing this issue; 

14. Emphasises its concern at the fact that 
most Agencies stress that the lack of 
flexibility in the application of financial 
rules creates many problems for them, 
and that most of the problems previously 
reported could be resolved through a 
revision of the Financial Regulation 
adapting this to the criteria provided for 
in the Common Approach:  simplification 
of the financial rules, adjustment of the 
implementation deadlines and possible 
creation of a limited reserve fund for 
specific purposes; welcomes the fact that 
the Commission has considered such 
reform in its roadmap, as one of the 
actions to be launched in 2013;  

Or. es 

 

Amendment  37 
Ingeborg Gräßle 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 14 a (new) 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 14 a. reiterates its call on the Agencies to 
examine their internal administrative 
processes with a view to reducing 
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administrative burden; points in 
particular to procurement and 
recruitment processes where there might 
be scope for a significant shortening; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  38 
Monica Luisa Macovei, Petri Sarvamaa 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 15 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

15. Notes that the agencies undergo 
numerous different audit and control 
procedures in the course of the year which 
are often very unevenly distributed and 
which may create difficulties for the 
agencies; believes that the matter should 
be addressed primarily by better 
coordination of those various audits, as 
reflected in action point 53 of the 
Roadmap; believes that Agencies should be 
consulted in order to find practical 
solutions which would not hamper the 
performance of their core tasks; invites the 
Court of Auditors, the Commission, the 
agencies and the Network to come up with 
an approach suitable for all involved 
parties; 

15. Notes that the agencies undergo 
numerous different audit and control 
procedures in the course of the year which 
are often very unevenly distributed; 
believes that the matter should be 
addressed primarily by better coordination 
of those various audits in order to cover all 
Agencies, as reflected in action point 53 of 
the Roadmap; believes that Agencies 
should be consulted in order to find 
practical solutions which would not 
hamper the performance of their core tasks; 
invites the Court of Auditors, the 
Commission and the agencies to come up 
with an approach suitable for all involved 
parties; 

 (Justification: In case of uneven control, 
the risk is not that Agencies face too much 
control but that some are not controlled 
enough) 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  39 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 15 – new heading after paragraph 15 
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Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 Human resources and recruitment policy  

Or. es 

 

Amendment  40 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 15 a (new) 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 15a. Points out that the Staff Regulations 
establish the principles underlying the 
staff policy adopted by the Agencies and 
also that there is a need for greater 
flexibility and simplification of the 
statutory rules applicable to Agencies in 
order to ensure they function more 
effectively in this respect; points out that, 
although Article 110 of the Staff 
Regulations allows some flexibility, since 
the final decision rests with the 
Commission it is vital prior agreement be 
reached between the Agencies and the 
Commission; in the event of 
disagreement, the Commission should 
present a reasoned decision to the 
relevant European Parliament committee;  

Or. es 

 

Amendment  41 
Ingeborg Gräßle 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 15 a (new) 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 15 a. Demands that all Agencies and Joint 
Undertakings systematically annex a 
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standardised template regarding the 
publication of their Final Annual 
Accounts which includes the data 
presented in their reports on the 
implementation of the budget and the data 
presented in their reports on the 
budgetary and financial management; 
recommends that all Agencies and Joint 
Undertakings shall provide this 
information in a comprehensive, friendly 
accessible and transparent manner (Excel 
spreadsheets or Comma-Separated-Values 
files), to ease the comparison between 
their budgetary executions and thus 
enabling the Parliament and the public to 
comprehensively compare the Agencies 
and Joint Undertakings expenses; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  42 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 15 b (new) 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 15b. Reminds the Agencies that in their 
staff policy planning they should adopt a 
global programming approach to human 
resources that tallies with their budgetary 
and administrative capacities, in order to 
ensure that staff policy is cohesive and 
suited to their needs; points out also that 
staff plans should always take into 
account certain basic considerations, such 
as gender balance and geographical 
balance; welcomes, in this regard, the 
initiatives envisaged by the Commission in 
its roadmap, and the fact that the specific 
characteristics of Agencies are now being 
acknowledged, in the current revision of 
the Staff Regulations; 

Or. es 



AM\915408EN.doc 25/55 PE497.863v01-00 

 EN 

 

Amendment  43 
Ingeborg Gräßle 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 15 b (new) 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 15 b. reiterates its request of the 2010 
discharge report to the Court of Auditors, 
as the relevant data accrue in the process 
of auditing, in cooperation with the 
Agencies' Network to provide a public 
database including inter alia the following 
in an easily accessible format (e.g. Excel 
files and/or CSV files): 

 – budget commitments made in the last 
three months of the year, 

 – appropriations carried-over in relation 
to the Agencies' budget, 

 – the Agencies' accrued expenses in 
relation to appropriations carried-over, 

 – discrepancy between the Agencies' 
estimated (ex-ante) and actual (ex-post) 
appropriations carried over, 

 – average cash-holding per month, 

 – cancelled appropriations in relation to 
average cash holdings over the year, 

 – interest earnings relative to Agencies' 
average cash holdings, 

 – average cash holdings in relation to 
average expenses per day, 

 – unique users on Agencies' website and 
publications/press releases made by the 
Agencies in relation to resources allocated 
to public relations; 

 urges, therefore, the Agencies to provide 
the Court of Auditors with the necessary 
data and estimates in a timely manner; 

Or. en 
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Amendment  44 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 15 c (new) 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 15c. Expresses its concern at the fact that 
the procedures for recruiting staff to the 
Agencies have posed a regular problem 
ever since the Agencies were created, 
while the Court of Auditors in its audits 
concerning the financial year 2011 
detected problems or weaknesses in this 
area in all but two of the Agencies; is 
surprised that neither the Common 
Approach nor the roadmap provide for 
any action in this area; 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  45 
Ingeborg Gräßle 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 15 c (new) 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 15 c. requests the Agencies' Network to 
introduce a detailed, standardised budget 
line system so that an aggregation and 
comparison of the Agencies revenues and 
expenses as well as the implementation 
and use of appropriations for each budget 
line can be compared by title, by chapter 
and by line; furthermore, asks the 
Agencies' Network to conduct the 
subsequent comparison and make the 
conclusions as well as the underlying data 
freely available in an easily accessible 
format (e.g. Excel files and/or CSV files); 

Or. en 
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Amendment  46 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 15 d (new) 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 15d. Calls on the Agencies urgently to 
adopt the measures needed to ensure that 
recruitment procedures are transparent, 
fair and objective; calls on the relevant 
services at the Commission to assist the 
Agencies in this task, especially with 
regard to the policy of transparency and 
its impact on selection procedures; 
highlights again, in this connection, the 
good results that continue to be achieved 
with the RECON tool introduced by 
Cedefop, and requests the other Agencies 
to adopt this procedure whenever possible 
or to develop other procedures more 
applicable to their own circumstances;   

Or. es 

 

Amendment  47 
Ingeborg Gräßle 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 15 d (new) 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 15 d. calls on all Agencies to inform the 
discharge authority of the number of days 
of leave authorised to each grade under 
the flexitime and compensatory leave 
schemes annually annexed to their 
annual activity reports; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  48 
Inés Ayala Sender 
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Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 15 e (new) 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 15e. Urges the Commission to bring 
forward as soon as possible a proposal for 
a full set of measures applicable to all the 
EU’s institutions, including its agencies, 
aimed at averting and preventing 
harassment at work by means of 
mechanisms such as a confidential 
counselling network, periodic and 
continuous surveys on staff well-being 
and the evaluation and thorough 
examination of complaints, etc. 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  49 
Monica Luisa Macovei 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Subheading 2 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 Conflicts of interest Conflicts of interest and Transparency 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  50 
Monica Luisa Macovei, Petri Sarvamaa 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 16 a (new) 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 16 a. Is of the opinion that the added-
value of Special Report 15/2012 lies in the 
regular monitoring of the Agencies' 
progress regarding the management and 
prevention of conflicts of interest; invites 
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therefore the Court of Auditors to plan a 
follow-up Special Report on the issue and 
to extend the scope of its audit to other 
Agencies; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  51 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 17 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

17. Notes that the Court of Auditors aimed 
to answer two questions: firstly, were 
adequate policies and procedures in place, 
and secondly, were those policies and 
procedures adequately implemented; notes, 
furthermore, that the Court of Auditors 
based its work on the definition of conflict 
of interest as provided in Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) guidelines, and that the reference 
network for minimum requirements was 
also derived from OECD guidelines; 

17. Notes that the Court of Auditors aimed 
to answer two questions: firstly, were 
adequate policies and procedures in place, 
and secondly, were those policies and 
procedures adequately implemented; notes, 
furthermore, that the Court of Auditors 
based its work on the definition of conflict 
of interest as provided in Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) guidelines, and that the reference 
network for minimum requirements was 
also derived from OECD guidelines; 
emphasises, however, that the OECD 
guidelines basically relate to conflicts of 
interests in the case of public sector 
employees and cannot, therefore, 
constitute an effective response in the 
case of potential conflicts of interests 
within the governing bodies of the 
Agencies, such as management boards 
and expert panels, etc. 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  52 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 18 
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Motion for a resolution Amendment 

18. Notes that conflicts of interest can also 
occur between the members of the 
Management Board and the Agency itself, 
due to national or institutional interests, 
which endanger the proper functioning of 
the Agency; 

18. Given that conflicts of interest can also 
occur between the members of the 
Management Board and the Agency itself, 
due to national or institutional interests, 
which endanger the proper functioning of 
the Agency, calls on the Commission to 
urgently submit to Parliament a proposal 
to resolve this issue; hopes that in the 
meantime the declarations of interests of 
each and every member of the 
management boards of the Agencies will 
be made public, in the interests of 
transparency; 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  53 
Petri Sarvamaa 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 19 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

19. Regrets that according to the findings 
of the Court of Auditors, at the time of 
completion of the field work (October 
2011), none of the four selected agencies 
had adequately managed conflict of interest 
situations, and while EMA and EFSA had 
developed more advanced policies for 
managing of conflict of interest, ECHA's 
policies were incomplete and EASA did 
not have such policies; 

19. Notes with concern that according to 
the findings of the Court of Auditors, at the 
time of completion of the field work 
(October 2011), none of the four selected 
agencies had adequately managed conflict 
of interest situations. While EMA and 
EFSA had developed more advanced 
policies for managing of conflict of 
interest, particularly in the case of EFSA, 
the new policies have not had the desired 
results, whereas ECHA's policies were 
incomplete and EASA did not have such 
policies; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  54 
Monica Luisa Macovei 
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Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 21 a (new) 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 21 a. Takes note that the Court of 
Auditors identified a number of 
significant shortcomings related to post-
employment issues which weakens the 
prevention of 'revolving doors' type of 
conflict of interest situations; supports the 
Court of Auditors' recommendation 
stressing the need to address the post-
employment issues and takes the view that 
the 'cooling-off' period of anyone who 
has served as director of an agency or has 
discharged major responsibilities within 
an agency needs to be clarified; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  55 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 22 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

22. Endorses the Court of Auditors' 
recommendation inviting all Union 
institutions and decentralised bodies to 
examine whether the recommendations of 
the Special Report 15/2012 are relevant 
and applicable to them; 

22. Endorses the Court of Auditors' 
recommendation inviting all Union 
institutions and decentralised bodies to 
examine whether the recommendations of 
the Special Report 15/2012 are relevant 
and applicable to them; in any case, while 
acknowledging the shortcomings and 
weaknesses in the mechanisms for the 
prevention of conflicts of interest within 
EU institutions owing to the new and 
complex nature of European integration 
(new competences, new institutions and 
bodies, new Member States, etc.), it 
should be recognised that conflicts of 
interest also arise, to a varying degree, 
within Member States, albeit with less 
public impact; points out, in this 
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connection, that as a result of current 
austerity policies, the slimming down of 
public administrations and outsourcing to 
the private sector has created a greater 
risk of conflict of interests, meaning that 
proactive policies are needed to bolster 
European public administrations; 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  56 
Monica Luisa Macovei 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 22 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

22. Endorses the Court of Auditors' 
recommendation inviting all Union 
institutions and decentralised bodies to 
examine whether the recommendations of 
the Special Report 15/2012 are relevant 
and applicable to them; 

22. Endorses the Court of Auditors' 
recommendation inviting all Union 
institutions and decentralised bodies to 
examine whether the recommendations of 
the Special Report 15/2012 are relevant 
and applicable to them; is of the opinion 
that all Agencies should develop and 
implement comprehensive independence 
policies and procedures, establishing inter 
alia a breach of trust mechanism and 
clear sanctions, or change those already 
in place based on the lessons learned and 
recommendations from the Court of 
Auditors' Special Report 15/2012; calls 
therefore on all Agencies to inform the 
discharge authority on this matter before 
the end of 2013; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  57 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 22 a (new) 
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Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 22a. Welcomes the European 
Ombudsman’s decision to conduct an own 
initiative inquiry into cases of ‘revolving 
door-type’ conflicts of interest in several 
cases recently reported at the 
Commission; echoes the warning issued 
by the Ombudsman in this connection to 
the effect that although effective 
management of conflicts of interest is a 
key part of good governance and sound 
ethical conduct, not all problems relating 
to governance and ethics necessarily 
imply a conflict of interest, meaning that 
conflicts of interests need to be viewed 
within their strict limits and training and 
prevention strategies promoted in respect 
of conflicts of interest in EU institutions.   

Or. es 

 

Amendment  58 
Monica Luisa Macovei 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 23 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

23. Welcomes the Court of Auditors' 
recommendation for the Union legislator to 
consider further developing the Union 
regulatory framework dedicated to the 
management of conflict of interest 
situations, notes, however, that the OECD 
guidelines, on which the Court of Auditors 
has based its work on Special Report 
15/2012, while offering an international 
benchmark on the issue, are not fully 
applicable to an agency and they do not 
fully meet the specific needs of the 
decentralised agencies as a large variety of 
actors are involved in its work; 

23. Welcomes the Court of Auditors' 
recommendation for the Union legislator to 
consider further developing the Union 
regulatory framework dedicated to the 
management of conflict of interest 
situations, notes, however, that the OECD 
guidelines, on which the Court of Auditors 
has based its work on Special Report 
15/2012, while offering an international 
benchmark on the issue, do not fully meet 
the specific needs of the decentralised 
agencies as a large variety of actors are 
involved in its work; 

Or. en 
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Amendment  59 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 23 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

23. Welcomes the Court of Auditors' 
recommendation for the Union legislator to 
consider further developing the Union 
regulatory framework dedicated to the 
management of conflict of interest 
situations, notes, however, that the OECD 
guidelines, on which the Court of Auditors 
has based its work on Special Report 
15/2012, while offering an international 
benchmark on the issue, are not fully 
applicable to an agency and they do not 
fully meet the specific needs of the 
decentralised agencies as a large variety of 
actors are involved in its work; 

23. Welcomes the Court of Auditors' 
recommendation for the Union legislator to 
consider further developing the Union 
regulatory framework dedicated to the 
management of conflict of interest 
situations; notes, however, that the OECD 
guidelines, on which the Court of Auditors 
has based its work on Special Report 
15/2012, while offering an international 
benchmark on the issue, are not fully 
applicable to an agency and they do not 
fully meet the specific needs of the 
decentralised agencies as a large variety of 
actors are involved in its work; 
nevertheless recognises the value of the 
OECD’s toolkit, and especially the 
checklist for gifts and benefits, etc., as 
well as the recommendations made 
concerning penalties, the need to check 
the completeness and content of 
statements of interests and the 
requirement to harness expertise and 
identify potential conflicts of interest;    

Or. es 

 

Amendment  60 
Monica Luisa Macovei 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 23 a (new) 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 23 a. Welcomes the interinstitutional 
Joint Statement on decentralised agencies 
and its provisions on the management and 
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prevention of conflict of interest 
(paragraphs 11 and 18) and on the 
Agencies' independence (paragraph 20); 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  61 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 23 a (new) 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 23a. Calls on the Court of Auditors to 
conduct an assessment of the 
implementation at the Agencies of 
measures based on the recommendations 
in its report, and on the Network to 
develop proposals based on exchanges of 
good practice and lessons learned to 
enable it, in cooperation with the 
Commission and the Court of Auditors, to 
identify those Agencies, or fields in which 
they operate, at greatest risk of conflicts 
of interest; welcomes, in that context, the 
review of the Transparency Register for 
lobby groups at the EU institutions, and 
urges the Commission and the Agencies 
to implement the measures stemming 
from that review concerning potential 
conflicts of interest; 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  62 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 24 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

24. Commends the Commission's intention 
to come up with guidelines on the 

24. Welcomes the Commission's intention 
to come up with guidelines on the 
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management of conflicts of interest, as 
indicated in the Roadmap; invites the 
Commission to bear in mind the need to 
maintain balance between the risks and the 
benefits, in particular as regards the 
management of conflicts of interest, on one 
hand, and the objective to obtain the best 
possible scientific advice, on the other; 

management of conflicts of interest, as 
indicated in the Roadmap, as well as any 
legislative proposals required; invites the 
Commission to bear in mind the need to 
maintain balance between the risks and the 
benefits, in particular as regards the 
management of conflicts of interest, on one 
hand, and the objective to obtain the best 
possible scientific advice, on the other; 
notes with concern that, despite the 
proliferation of rules, codes of conduct 
and ethical guidelines, conflicts of interest 
cannot be ruled out; this can be achieved 
only through the proper implementation 
of simple and relevant rules and through 
effective enforcement, as part of a general 
culture of honesty, integrity and 
transparency; 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  63 
Monica Luisa Macovei, Petri Sarvamaa 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 24 a (new) 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 24 a. Reminds that a high level 
transparency is key to mitigate risks of 
conflict of interest; calls therefore on the 
Agencies that have not yet done so to 
make available on their website the list of 
their Management Boards members, their 
management staff, external and in-house 
experts together with their respective 
declaration of interests and curriculum 
vitae; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  64 
Inés Ayala Sender 
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Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 25 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

25. Welcomes the Roadmap, and fully 
supports its objectives of achieving more 
balanced governance, improved efficiency 
and accountability and greater coherence; 
welcomes the anticipated actions, in 
particular regarding the streamlining of 
management boards, the efforts to find 
synergies between the agencies, the 
possible merging of agencies and 
improving agencies' accountability; 

25. Welcomes the Roadmap, and shares its 
objectives of achieving more balanced 
governance, improved efficiency and 
accountability and greater coherence 
between agencies, but criticises the failure 
to include transparency among the 
objectives; takes the view that the 
Roadmap may be a starting point and a 
sound basis for discussion of the actions 
that need to be taken in order to 
implement the common approach agreed 
by Parliament, the Council and the 
Commission in July 2012; draws attention 
to the need for coordinated action, given 
the number and varied remits of the 
decentralised agencies, through the 
development of a common regulatory 
framework that would serve to standardise 
their remits and working methods; this 
would improve transparency and do away 
with any uncertainty as to the 
responsibilities, legitimacy and overall 
role of the agencies; calls on the 
Commission at all events to involve 
Parliament in any proposals its draws up 
to that effect;  

Or. es 

 

Amendment  65 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 25 a (new) 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 25a. Expresses concern at and its 
disagreement with some of the initiatives 
envisaged by the Commission in its 
Roadmap, which are not consistent with 
the common approach; has reservations 
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about the Commission's intention to carry 
out an in-depth analysis of the 
functioning of the agencies, which could 
seriously undermine their independence; 
expresses concern also at the fact that in 
the Roadmap the Commission only refers 
to the discharge procedure in respect of 
the agencies in order to call for 'a more 
rigorous distinction between the 
responsibilities of the Commission and 
those of the agencies', bearing in mind 
that ultimate responsibility for the 
discharge lies with the Commission;  

Or. es 

 

Amendment  66 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 25 b (new) 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 25b. Welcomes the fact that one of the 
priorities of the common approach is to 
improve governance of the agencies, in 
particular by defining more clearly the 
roles of the management board and 
executive director, and by reviewing the 
remit of Commission and Parliament 
representatives on the boards; takes the 
view that this process will also help to 
clarify the agencies' relationship with the 
institutions and Member States, to 
establish accountability mechanisms for 
the agencies, and to define the 
Commission's degree of responsibility in 
respect of the agencies' activities, whilst 
observing the principle of agency 
independence; 

Or. es 

 



AM\915408EN.doc 39/55 PE497.863v01-00 

 EN 

Amendment  67 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 26 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

26. Welcomes the Commission's predicted 
actions on conflicts of interest, in 
particular, "Guidelines for a coherent 
policy on the prevention and management 
of conflicts of interest for members of the 
Management Board and Directors, experts 
in scientific committees, and members of 
Boards of Appeal", a task for which the 
Commission itself has taken responsibility 
and has set 2013 as a target year; notes 
with satisfaction that this task is one of the 
priority actions and milestones; urges the 
Commission to keep to the set target year, 
and to report to the discharge authority on 
the results of this action before the end of 
2013; 

26. Welcomes the Commission's predicted 
actions on conflicts of interest, in 
particular, "Guidelines for a coherent 
policy on the prevention and management 
of conflicts of interest for members of the 
Management Board and Directors, experts 
in scientific committees, and members of 
Boards of Appeal", a task for which the 
Commission itself has taken responsibility 
and has set 2013 as a target year; notes 
with satisfaction that this task is one of the 
priority actions and milestones; urges the 
Commission to keep to the set target year, 
and to report to the discharge authority on 
the results of this action before the end of 
2013 and to attach any legislative 
proposals required; 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  68 
Monica Luisa Macovei 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Subheading 4 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 Independence deleted 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  69 
Monica Luisa Macovei 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 29 



PE497.863v01-00 40/55 AM\915408EN.doc 

EN 

 
Motion for a resolution Amendment 

29. Stresses the utmost importance of the 
agencies' independence; recalls that the 
agencies should be able to independently 
execute their mandate and regrets that 
this is not always the case; believes that 
the Commission's Directorates General 
should be seen as partners of the agencies 
and notes with concern that the 
Commission's interventions at times cast 
doubt on the objectivity of the agencies' 
decisions and performed actions, 
especially when high risks are involved 
such as disease control; 

deleted 

 (The paragraph is unbalanced: 
interventions from the European 
Commission can equally be justified. 
Interests can be present at the Commission 
level but also in the Agencies) 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  70 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 29 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

29. Stresses the utmost importance of the 
agencies' independence; recalls that the 
agencies should be able to independently 
execute their mandate and regrets that this 
is not always the case; believes that the 
Commission's Directorates General should 
be seen as partners of the agencies and 
notes with concern that the Commission's 
interventions at times cast doubt on the 
objectivity of the agencies' decisions and 
performed actions, especially when high 
risks are involved such as disease control; 

29. Stresses the utmost importance of the 
agencies' independence; recalls that the 
agencies have legal personality and that 
they should be able to independently 
execute their mandate in such a way as to 
make this absolutely clear;  believes that 
the Commission's Directorates General, as 
partners of and bodies which deal directly 
with the agencies, should be the 
guarantors of the objectivity of the 
agencies' decisions and performed actions, 
especially when they concern issues 
regarded as particularly sensitive (health, 
security, etc.); 
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Or. es 

 

Amendment  71 
Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 29 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

29. Stresses the utmost importance of the 
agencies' independence; recalls that the 
agencies should be able to independently 
execute their mandate and regrets that this 
is not always the case; believes that the 
Commission's Directorates General should 
be seen as partners of the agencies and 
notes with concern that the Commission's 
interventions at times cast doubt on the 
objectivity of the agencies' decisions and 
performed actions, especially when high 
risks are involved such as disease control; 

29. Stresses the utmost importance of the 
agencies' independence; recalls that the 
agencies should be able to independently 
execute their mandate and regrets that this 
is not always the case; believes that the 
Commission's Directorates General should 
be seen as partners of the agencies and 
notes with concern that the Commission's 
interventions at times cast doubt on the 
objectivity of the agencies' decisions and 
performed actions, especially when high 
risks are involved regarding the safety of 
consumers; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  72 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 30 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

30. Considers that the democratic 
accountability of the agencies should be 
streamlined, in particular the way that the 
agencies report to the discharge authority 
(for example, inconsistencies are still 
present in way of presentation of financial 
information, in submission of discharge 
follow-up (FR Art. 96.2 reports), etc); 
believes that the "liaison" system between 
Parliament and the agencies would benefit 
from a stronger system through structured 

30. (Does not affect English version.) 
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reporting from the agencies to Parliament, 
as the current situation is rather fragmented 
and too often, contact and reporting takes 
place only on an ad-hoc basis, 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  73 
Véronique Mathieu Houillon, Petri Sarvamaa 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 30 a (new) 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 30a. Asks the agencies, in the interests of 
transparency and democratic scrutiny, 
including scrutiny by Parliament, to 
publish the minutes of their management 
board meetings on their websites; 

Or. fr 

 

Amendment  74 
Véronique Mathieu Houillon, Petri Sarvamaa 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 30 b (new) 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 30b. Suggests that a member of 
Parliament’s Committee on Budgetary 
Control should be able to attend agency 
management board meetings as an 
observer; 

Or. fr 

Amendment  75 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Subheading 6 
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Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 Possibilities for closer cooperation and 
eventual merging of certain agencies 

Closer cooperation between agencies and 
the search for synergies  

Or. es 

 

Amendment  76 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Subheading 6 a (new) 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 Calls on the Commission, before 
considering overly hasty measures along 
the lines of agency mergers as proposed in 
the Roadmap, which could have 
unforeseeable consequences, at a time 
when resources are scarce, for the sound 
management of and achievement of their 
objectives by the current agencies, all of 
which were established on the basis of a 
properly substantiated remit agreed by all 
the institutions, to launch a sufficient 
period of study, reflexion and debate 
involving all relevant stakeholders 
(Member States, the Council, the 
Commission, agencies and Parliament, 
among others); recognises and supports, 
however, any proposals emerging from 
the Network that would improve 
exchanges and the implementation of 
good practice in order to boost synergies, 
prevent duplication, multiply economies 
of scale and lead to the sharing of 
management resources and instruments 
with the Commission; 
 

Or. es 
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Amendment  77 
Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 31 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

31. Believes that common elements 
between the European Police College 
(CEPOL) and the European Police Office 
(EUROPOL) should be further explored; 
taking into account the fact that in 2014, 
CEPOL is to leave its current premises; 
requests that the Commission explore a 
possible relocation of CEPOL to the 
premises of EUROPOL and present those 
proposals to Parliament and the Council; 

31. Believes that common elements 
between the European Police College 
(CEPOL) and the European Police Office 
(EUROPOL) should be further explored; 
taking into account the fact that in 2014, 
CEPOL is to leave its current premises, 
requests that the Commission comes up 
with a proposal for the relocation and 
merger of CEPOL with EUROPOL in The 
Hague, without jeopardizing both 
agencies' core tasks, and present those 
proposals to Parliament and the Council; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  78 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 31 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

31. Believes that common elements 
between the European Police College 
(CEPOL) and the European Police Office 
(EUROPOL) should be further explored; 
taking into account the fact that in 2014, 
CEPOL is to leave its current premises; 
requests that the Commission explore a 
possible relocation of CEPOL to the 
premises of EUROPOL and present those 
proposals to Parliament and the Council; 

31. Taking into account the fact that in 
2014 CEPOL is to leave its current 
premises, calls on the Commission to 
urgently explore with the authorities of 
the United Kingdom the various options 
for the future location of the agency, and 
to present the conclusions of these 
discussions to Parliament and the Council; 

Or. es 
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Amendment  79 
Ingeborg Gräßle 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 31 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

31. Believes that common elements 
between the European Police College 
(CEPOL) and the European Police Office 
(EUROPOL) should be further explored; 
taking into account the fact that in 2014, 
CEPOL is to leave its current premises; 
requests that the Commission explore a 
possible relocation of CEPOL to the 
premises of EUROPOL and present those 
proposals to Parliament and the Council; 

31. Believes that common elements 
between the European Police College 
(CEPOL) and the European Police Office 
(EUROPOL) should be further explored 
and a swift decision should be taken to 
prevent adverse effects on staff and 
recruitment procedures; taking into 
account the fact that in 2014, CEPOL is to 
leave its current premises; requests that the 
Commission explore a possible relocation 
of CEPOL to the premises of EUROPOL 
and duly present those proposals to 
Parliament and the Council taking into 
account the results of the study issued by 
CEPOL 2011 (contract 
CEPOL/CT/2010/002) and the Study on 
the amendment of the Council Decision 
2005/681/JHA setting up CEPOL activity 
from 2012; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  80 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 32 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

32. Invites the Commission to explore 
further, together with the European 
Institute for Gender Equality (EIGE) and 
the European Union Agency for 
Fundamental Rights (FRA)to further 
explore the synergies that exist between 
EIGE and FRA and to report to the 
discharge authority on the possible deeper 
integration of the two agencies; believes 

deleted 
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that a merger of the Institute and FRA 
should be considered as an option in 
order to enhance EIGE's impact and 
avoid duplication and reduce overhead 
costs; invites EIGE, FRA and the 
Commission to analyse gains and losses 
arising from the merger scenario and to 
evaluate to what extent the merger could 
contribute to economies of scale and the 
optimisation of performance in the area 
of fundamental rights, women's rights 
and equality between women and men; 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  81 
Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 32 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

32. Invites the Commission to explore 
further, together with the European 
Institute for Gender Equality (EIGE) and 
the European Union Agency for 
Fundamental Rights (FRA)to further 
explore the synergies that exist between 
EIGE and FRA and to report to the 
discharge authority on the possible deeper 
integration of the two agencies; believes 
that a merger of the Institute and FRA 
should be considered as an option in order 
to enhance EIGE's impact and avoid 
duplication and reduce overhead costs; 
invites EIGE, FRA and the Commission 
to analyse gains and losses arising from 
the merger scenario and to evaluate to 
what extent the merger could contribute 
to economies of scale and the optimisation 
of performance in the area of 
fundamental rights, women's rights and 
equality between women and men; 

32. Invites the Commission to explore 
further, together with the European 
Institute for Gender Equality (EIGE) and 
the European Union Agency for 
Fundamental Rights (FRA), the closer 
cooperation of the two agencies in order to 
increase their authority, impact and 
visibility; 

Or. en 
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Amendment  82 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 33 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

33. Invites the Commission, together with 
the European Training Foundation, the 
European Centre for the Development of 
Vocational Training and the European 
Agency for Safety and Health at Work to 
further explore the synergies that exist 
between those agencies and to report to the 
discharge authority on the possible deeper 
integration of those three agencies; invites 
those agencies and the Commission to 
evaluate whether closer cooperation could 
lead to economies of scale and 
optimisation of their performance; 

33. Invites the Commission, together with 
the European Training Foundation, the 
European Centre for the Development of 
Vocational Training and the European 
Agency for Safety and Health at Work to 
explore the synergies that exist between 
those agencies and to report to the 
discharge authority on the scope for better 
communication and cooperation between 
those three agencies in order to prevent 
duplication and help them achieve their 
respective objectives; invites those 
agencies and the Commission to evaluate 
whether closer cooperation could lead to 
economies of scale and optimisation of 
their performance; 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  83 
Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 33 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

33. Invites the Commission, together with 
the European Training Foundation, the 
European Centre for the Development of 
Vocational Training and the European 
Agency for Safety and Health at Work to 
further explore the synergies that exist 
between those agencies and to report to the 
discharge authority on the possible deeper 
integration of those three agencies; invites 
those agencies and the Commission to 

33. Invites the Commission, together with 
the European Training Foundation, the 
European Centre for the Development of 
Vocational Training, the European 
Foundation for the Improvement of 
Living and Working Conditions and the 
European Agency for Safety and Health at 
Work to further explore the synergies that 
exist between those agencies and to report 
to the discharge authority on the possible 
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evaluate whether closer cooperation could 
lead to economies of scale and 
optimisation of their performance; 

deeper integration of those four agencies; 
invites those agencies and the Commission 
to evaluate whether closer cooperation 
could lead to economies of scale and 
optimisation of their performance; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  84 
Ingeborg Gräßle 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 33 a (new) 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 33a. Expects closer coordination between 
agencies, in particular on decisions 
impacting on the remit of another agency; 
proposes that the agencies concerned 
reach agreement among themselves, with 
the involvement of the relevant 
stakeholders, in order to avoid competing 
legislation; calls on the agencies, in such 
cases, to inform the Parliament 
committees responsible at all times; 

Or. de 

Amendment  85 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 34 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

34. Stresses the need to ensure that newly-
formed agencies (e.g. the Agency for the 
Cooperation of Energy Regulators, the 
European Banking Authority (EBA), the 
European Insurance and Occupational 
Pensions Authority (EIOPA) and the 
European Securities and Markets Authority 
(ESMA), all founded in 2011) benefit from 
best practices of older, established 

34. Welcomes the fact that newly-formed 
agencies (e.g. the Agency for the 
Cooperation of Energy Regulators, the 
European Banking Authority (EBA), the 
European Insurance and Occupational 
Pensions Authority (EIOPA) and the 
European Securities and Markets Authority 
(ESMA), all founded in 2011) are now 
benefiting from best practices of the 
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agencies in order to avoid recruitment, 
procurement and financial regulation 
problems; 

established agencies; calls on these 
agencies to continue with this approach in 
order to avoid recruitment, procurement 
and financial regulation problems; 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  86 
Monica Luisa Macovei 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 37 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

37. Invites the Network's coordinating 
agencies to liaise with the Commission in 
order to explore the possibilities of 
organising common training for agencies 
aimed at to overcoming the financial 
problems identified by the ECA in 2011 
and avoiding those problems when the 
new Financial Regulation is implemented 
in January 2013; 

deleted 

 (Justification: The Network should prove 
first its added-value by supporting sound 
management, transparency and anti-
conflict of interest measures before being 
given responsibilities) 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  87 
Maria do Céu Patrão Neves 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 37 a (new) 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 37a. Invites the Network's coordinating 
agencies to launch a debate on the 
creation of an ethics adviser and/or ethics 
council in all bodies, wherever possible, 
with a view to preventing and resolving 
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potential conflicts of interest and other 
issues relating to the independence and 
transparency with which those bodies 
must work; 

Or. pt 

Amendment  88 
Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Subheading 8 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 Financial agencies European Supervisory Authorities 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  89 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 38 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

38. Notes with concern that the applicable 
provisions of the Financial Regulation are 
not fully adapted to the financial agencies' 
financing scheme, as 55% to 60% of their 
budget is financed by contributions from 
Member States and the European Free 
Trade Association countries; believes that 
the issue should be addressed in the 
revision of the Financial Regulation as 
regards agencies and calls on the 
Commission to evaluate this situation and 
report on this to the discharge authority; 

38. Notes with concern that the applicable 
provisions of the Financial Regulation are 
not fully adapted to the financial agencies' 
financing scheme, as 55% to 60% of their 
budget is financed by contributions from 
Member States and the European Free 
Trade Association countries; believes that 
appropriate mechanisms need to be found 
to guarantee the security and financial 
stability of those agencies which are 
exposed to specific risks on account of the 
mixed nature of their funding; believes 
that the issue should also be addressed in 
the revision of the Financial Regulation 
applicable to agencies and calls on the 
Commission to evaluate this situation and 
report on this to the discharge authority; 

Or. es 
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Amendment  90 
Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 38 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

38. Notes with concern that the applicable 
provisions of the Financial Regulation are 
not fully adapted to the financial agencies' 
financing scheme, as 55% to 60% of their 
budget is financed by contributions from 
Member States and the European Free 
Trade Association countries; believes that 
the issue should be addressed in the 
revision of the Financial Regulation as 
regards agencies and calls on the 
Commission to evaluate this situation and 
report on this to the discharge authority; 

38. Notes with concern that the applicable 
provisions of the Financial Regulation are 
not fully adapted to the supervisory 
authorities' financing scheme, as 55% to 
60% of their budget is financed by 
contributions from Member States and the 
European Free Trade Association 
countries; believes that the issue should be 
addressed in the revision of the Financial 
Regulation as regards agencies and calls on 
the Commission to evaluate this situation 
and report on this to the discharge 
authority; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  91 
Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 39 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

39. Stresses the importance of adequately 
matching the allocated budget and 
available posts on one hand and the tasks 
entrusted to the Authorities on the other, as 
a mismatch may necessitate suboptimal 
solutions as regards recruitment on the one 
hand and involvement of national experts 
on the other; is concerned that the 
Commission altered the establishment 
plans proposed by the agencies without a 
clearly indication; urges the Commission 
to be fully transparent on this and other 
issues which may potentially hamper the 

39. Stresses the importance of adequately 
matching the allocated budget and 
available posts on one hand and the tasks 
entrusted to the Authorities on the other, as 
a mismatch may result in unbalanced 
staffing as regards recruitment of agency 
staff on the one hand and the involvement 
of national experts on the other; is 
concerned that the Commission altered the 
establishment plans proposed by the 
agencies without a clear indication; urges 
the Commission to be fully transparent on 
this and other issues; 
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independent functioning and effectiveness 
of the financial agencies; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  92 
Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 39 a (new) 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 39a. Notes in this respect the concerns 
that were raised in the preliminary 
conclusions of the IMF financial sector 
assessment of December 2012 on the EU 
in which it is recommended to increase 
the resources and powers of the European 
Supervisory Authorities as needed to 
successfully achieve their mandates, while 
also enhancing their operational 
independence; 

Or. en 

Amendment  93 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 40 a (new) 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 40a. Notes with concern that few of the 
executive director positions in the 
agencies are held by women;  calls on the 
management boards of the agencies and 
on the Commission, given that in most of 
the agencies directors are appointed by 
the management board on the basis of a 
shortlist adopted by the Commission, to 
uphold the principles of equality and to 
take account of the strategy launched by 
the Commission in 2010 to achieve a 
better gender balance in positions of 
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responsibility; expresses concern that the 
common approach and the Roadmap do 
not count equality policies among their 
objectives, and calls on the Commission to 
devise specific proposals to address this 
problem; 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  94 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 40 b (new) 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 40b. Calls on the agencies’ executive 
directors, who have ultimate responsibility 
for staffing issues, to ensure gender parity 
among agency staff as a whole and people 
in positions of responsibility; 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  95 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 41 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

41. Notes with concern that in most cases, 
neither the coordinating Agency nor the 
Network can promote gender equality as 
regards the composition of the governing 
boards, as it is the responsibility of 
Members States to select their 
representatives on those boards; invites 
Members States to bear in mind principles 
of equality between women and men when 
appointing the representatives to the 
governing bodies of Agencies; invites, 
furthermore, the Executive Directors to 

41. Notes that it is the responsibility of 
Members States to select their 
representatives on agency governing 
boards; invites Members States to bear in 
mind principles of equality between 
women and men when appointing the 
representatives to those bodies, and 
invites, furthermore, the Executive 
Directors to raise the awareness of the 
members of the board on this topic when 
the Chair and Vice-Chair are to be elected; 
notes with satisfaction that two of the 
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raise the awareness of the members of the 
board on this topic when the Chair and 
Vice-Chair are to be elected; notes with 
satisfaction that two of the current Troika 
agencies have a woman as Chair of their 
governing board; 

current Troika agencies have a woman as 
Chair of their governing board; 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  96 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 42 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

42. Stresses the need for the Agencies, as 
well as the Commission, to coordinate and 
to share best practices and experiences in 
order to overcome the technical and 
management challenges presented by 
complex IT systems which have to operate 
on a Union-wide basis; 

42. Stresses the need for the Agencies, as 
well as the Commission, to coordinate and 
to share best practices and experiences in 
order to overcome the technical and 
management challenges presented by 
complex IT systems which have to operate 
on a Union-wide basis; finds it strange 
that the Commission charges the agencies 
fees for using its IT systems; is also 
surprised that these fees are not set in 
relation to objective parameters, such as 
the size of the agencies, given that the fees 
can impose a significant burden on the 
small agencies; calls on the Commission, 
if there is no alternative to charging fees, 
to adapt them to take account of the size 
and financial capacity of the agencies; 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  97 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 44 
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Motion for a resolution Amendment 

44. Proposes that the agencies should have 
the option to use the human resources 
software of the Commission instead of 
having to purchase their own expensive 
software; 

44. Proposes that the agencies should have 
the option to use the human resources or 
any other software of the Commission 
wherever possible instead of having to 
purchase their own expensive software; 

Or. es 

 

Amendment  98 
Inés Ayala Sender 
 
Motion for a resolution 
Paragraph 44 a (new) 
 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

 44a. Proposes that, as from the next 
financial year and in order to facilitate 
the work of the discharge authority for the 
agencies, and given the number of 
agencies and the increasing complexity of 
their work and output, Parliament should 
consider and issue an opinion on an 
agency reconfiguration that would 
provide the basis for the appointment of 
various rapporteurs, as has already 
happened this year with other institutions;  

Or. es 

 


