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TEN-E: Integrating EU's energy infrastructure by 2020 
 
The new regulation on the strategic EU energy priorities, the so-called 'corridors', and the 
criteria that energy projects would need to fulfil in order to be given the highest priority in the 
EU was adopted today by Parliament. 
 
The main objective of the new legislation - adopted today with 539 votes in favour, 85 against and 16 
abstentions - is to create an integrated EU energy infrastructure by identifying a number of key projects, 
such as pipelines and power grids, so-called "projects of common interest", that need to move forward 
faster in order to accomplish EU's energy goals. Their implementation would be speeded up by 
benefitting from streamlined and accelerated permit granting procedures as well as special regulatory 
treatment. 
 
"We are working on measures here to try and create a genuine European energy market but the situation 
we are working in is one where the member states seem to be seeing their national energy markets from 
the point of view of self reliance and protectionism. We need to be generating solidarity and stability of 
supply and to ensure proper interoperability between different countries to try and prevent the 
geographical isolation of some European regions", said the rapporteur António Correia de Campos 
(S&D, PT). 
 
Projects of common interest and selection criteria 
 
The new draft legislation defines twelve EU priority corridors and areas in urgent need of development. 
Based on these pre-defined corridors, projects of common interest (PCIs) will be selected and they will 
subsequently benefit from a special regulatory framework, such as faster permit granting procedures. 
 
All the selected projects will be necessary for at least one of the priority corridors and areas set out in 
the Regulation and will have to fulfil specific criteria related to market integration, sustainability and 
security of supply. 
 
Selection procedure 
 
Project operators will formally apply for their project to be included in the list of projects of common 
interest. Regional expert groups will assess submitted projects and agree on which projects are eligible 
to be classified as a "Project of Common Interest" (PCI). Decision-making is limited to the Member 
States and the Commission. A regional list of PCIs will be drawn up by each regional group. The final 
step of the procedure will be the publication of the 'Union list' by the Commission which will include 
all the selected projects. 
 
Time limits 
 
All PCIs on the final Union-wide list will be eligible for streamlined permitting procedures in the 
respective MS where they are located. An overall binding time limit of 3 years and 6 months will be 
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established for the permit granting process, which could be extended by a further 9 months (the current 
average is 10 years). 
 
Next steps 
 
The regulation will come into force 20 days following its publication to the Official Journal of the EU. 
 
Procedure: Co-decision (Ordinary Legislative Procedure), 1st reading agreement 
 
 
LINKS 
 
- Adopted text will be available here (click on 12.03.2013) 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html  
 
Video recording of debate (click on 11.03.2013) 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/plenary/search-by-date  
 
Watch the press conference  
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/other-events/schedule 
  
Profile of rapporteur António Correia de Campos (S&D, PT) 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96975/ANTONIO%20FERNANDO_CORREIA%20DE%20CAMPOS.html 
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