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Integrating migrants in the EU

Integration into EU labour markets and societies takes commitment from both 
sides, underlines a resolution approved by the European Parliament this 
Thursday. MEPs support an EU approach on social security to avoid 
inconsistencies between bilateral agreements with third countries and duties 
arising from EU Law.

"The share of working age population in the EU is decreasing and will lead to a lack of 
skilled labour force. In some Member States, it is more pronounced than in others. For 
example, the country where I come from, Germany, already experience a lack of skilled 
labour force in particular in the information and technologies sectors and in the care 
area. At first glance, it can seem contradictory because on one hand we are looking for 
skilled labour force and on the other hand the EU is facing a high level of 
unemployment", said Nadja Hirsch (ADLE, DE) in the debate ahead of the vote. 

The resolution, on the integration of migrants and its impact on the external dimension of 
social security, was adopted with 334 votes in favour, 247 against and 32 abstentions.

A common approach on social security

The resolution, a response to the Commission's communication on the external 
dimension of social security coordination, calls on the Commission to provide guidance 
for Member States entering into any bilateral agreement, so that to ensure more uniform 
application across the EU and thus eliminate incompatibilities between agreements EU 
countries have with third countries and their duties arising from EU law.

Integration of migrants

The resolution also highlights the importance of language learning and familiarity with the 
host country's laws, political system and customs. Integration programmes should 
include history, the rule of law and the values and principles of European democracy, it 
says.
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