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Decommissioning of nuclear power plants: EU assistance to Bulgaria, Lithuania and 
Slovakia 
 
Energy committee approved today its opinion on Council's regulation for the 
decommissioning of nuclear power plants in Bulgaria, Lithuania and Slovakia. Changing 
the legal basis for the assistance provided to Lithuania, strengthening control and 
safeguarding nuclear safety were the key points made by MEPs. 
 
"The three countries, Lithuania, Slovakia and Bulgaria, operated old nuclear reactors which the 
international community concluded were too dated and could not be cost effectively upgraded to 
meet the minimum required safety standards. It should be ensured by the Commission that the 
conditions for an effective, efficient and economical use of EU funds is in place. Objectives must 
be aligned with the budget made available and to the establishment of meaningful performance 
indicators, which can subsequently be monitored and reported on as necessary for the 
programme implementation as a whole", said Parliament's rapporteur Giles Chichester (ECR, 
UK). 
 
Council's new regulation will extend EU financial support given to Bulgaria, Lithuania and 
Slovakia in order to reach an irreversible state with the decommissioning of their nuclear power 
plants (Kozloduy units 1 to 4, Ignalina units 1 and 2 and Bohunice V1 units 1 and 2).  The 
regulation will establish the multi-annual nuclear decommissioning assistance programme 2014-
2020 whilst specific conditionalities and objectives would need to be met by the three member 
states in order for the smooth continuation of EU financial assistance. Commission would need to 
evaluate and report on the progress made by these member states.  
 
Legal basis 
 
Members of the Energy Committee propose changing the legal basis for Lithuania's 
decommissioning programme, according to Protocol 4 of its act of accession. This would give 
more flexibility as it sets no time limit for the programme. 
 
Budget 
 
The proposal by the Commission foresees € 208 503 000 for Kozloduy Programme for 2014-
2020, € 229 629 000 for Ignalina Programme for 2014-2017 and € 114 815 000 for the Bohunice 
Programme for 2014-2017. Council proposed the following figures following its meeting on 7-8 
February: 260 million euro for Kozloduy for 2014-2020, 400 million euro to Ignalina for 2014-2020, 
and 200 million euro to Bohunice for 2014-2020. European Parliament is only consulted on this 
regulation and Energy Committee did not make any proposals regarding the budget of these 
programmes. 
 
Conditionalities and evaluation  
 
Bulgaria, Slovakia and Lithuania would need to meet certain objectives, such as the full 
transposition of Nuclear Safety Directive into their national laws and submitting to the Commission 
a detailed decommissioning plan. Members of the Energy Committee suggest that these plans 
should include information on the anticipated projects, concrete milestones and "co-financing 
proportions including details on how this national funding will be secured in the long term". 
 
MEPs propose that the Commission would review the performance of the programmes and 
assess progress by the end of 2017 - Commission suggested this evaluation takes place by the 
end of 2015. Commission could review, if appropriate, the amount of the appropriations, but "any 



adjustment of the appropriations should not jeopardise safety standards at the nuclear power 
plants", says the text adopted by the Energy Committee. 
 
Next steps 
 
European Parliament is consulted on this regulation. Parliament's opinion will be put to the 
plenary vote in April/May (provisional timetable). 
 
The resolution was adopted with 51 votes in favour, none against and 6 abstentions 
 
Procedure: Consultation 
In the chair: Amalia Sartori (EPP, IT) 
 
LINKS 
 
Committee on Industry, Research and Energy 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=ITRE 
 
Profile of rapporteur Giles Chichester (ECR, UK) 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/2097/GILES_CHICHESTER.html 
 
Council's conclusions (7-8 February 2013) 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/ec/135344.pdf 
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Disclaimer 
 
This is an informal message intended to help journalists covering the work of the 
European Parliament.  It is neither an official press release nor a comprehensive record 
of proceedings. 
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