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Module 2 Inspect conformity of documentation

Section 2.1

Section 2.1 Check legal documents
Coverage: All EU Regions

Objective(s)
This section covers the legally required documentation on board a fishing vessel. 
The section will guide the trainee to complete points 17, 18, 29, 30, 31, 32, 38 and 
40 of the minimum information required for the completion of inspection reports(1).

Overview
Fishing activity is highly regulated under the Common Fisheries Policy and accord-
ingly it is necessary for certain information to be available during an inspection in or-
der to assess compliance with the rules in force. For example if there is a maximum 
engine power permitted in certain areas it is necessary the inspector has access 
to information on the engine power of the vessel being inspected to assess compli-
ance. 

Under European Union (EU) rules, not all the information is required to be kept on 
board the fishing vessel, although this may be required under national rules. The 
information may be in paper or electronic form on board the vessel or it may be 
available from the internet, for example on the secure parts of the Member States 
web sites.

There are a number of documents which are required, by law, to be available to a 
fisheries inspector when on board a vessel. There are others which, although they 
are not required, may be available when an inspection is carried out and can be 
used to improve the quality of the inspection

Entry requirements
This section on documentation is intended for all trainees, including those with a 
basic knowledge of fisheries control. It would be an advantage, but not essential, to 
have knowledge of the principles of the Common Fisheries Policy and the general 
concepts of fisheries control.

(7) Article 115 and Module 1 
of Annex XXVII of Commission  
Regulation (EC) No  404/2011

(1) Article 7(1) of Commission 
Implementing Regulation (EU) No 
404/2011

(4) Article 7(1) of Commission 
Implementing Regulation (EU)  
No 404/2011

(5) Article 115 and points 17 and 
29 of Module 1 of Annex XXVII 
of Commission Implementing 
Regulation (EU) No 404/2011

(6) Article 7(1) of Commission 
Implementing Regulation (EU) No 
404/2011

Chapter 2.1.1  
Certificate of Registry

Part A. Introduction
This chapter covers the certificate of registry or national registration documentation. 
It is necessary for the inspector to use this document to identify the vessel to assess 
compliance with the authorised fishing activity.

Part B.Concepts and definitions
There are no common EU standards for national registration documentation or cer-
tificates of registry although vessels of 10 metres overall length or more are required 
to carry documents issued by the competent authorities of the flag Member State in 
which the vessel is registered showing certain minimum information concerning the 
identity of the vessel, the owners and the principle dimensions and engine power of 
the vessel(1).

Part C. Data and information sources
Union fleet register(2) on the internet(3) for registration data.

Part D. Methodology
The master should be asked to produce the certificate of registry (or similar national 
document(s) showing the identity of the vessel). The inspector should check the ex-
istence of the following data and cross check with other sources of data and obser-
vations, such as the name and number of the vessel painted on the side of the hull:

(The words “certificate of registry” are not mentioned in the legal text(4) but are cited 
as one of the elements of minimum information required for the completion of inspec-
tion reports(5). The compulsory information required in the legal text (6) should be 
documented according to national rules and shall be presented for the purpose of 
control and inspection at the request of officials, but it might be found in documents 
on board other than the “certificate of registry”).

Mandatory:

• name of fishing vessel (if any);

• external identification, that is the port or district letters and number (PLN);

• international radio call sign (IRCS);

• name and address of the owner and if applicable, the charterer;

• length overall;

• propulsion engine power;

• gross tonnage;

• date of entry into service (for EU vessels entered into service after 1 January 
1987).

Optional:

• serial number (if any) and period of validity of the national registration documen-
tation;

• issuing authority.

The inspector should investigate any discrepancies such as the document being out 
of date, or missing data such as the lack of an entry for gross tonnage or any modi-
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Inspect conformity of documentation Module 2
Check legal documents Section 2.1

fications of characteristics. The inspector may ask the fishery patrol vessel (FPV) to 
check the existence of the registry or the data on the certificate with the Union fleet 
register either by the internet or via the fisheries monitoring centre (FMC). 

Failure to carry on board official vessel identity documents showing the above man-
datory information is an infringement and the inspector should consider enforcement 
procedures.

The data on the certificate of registry (or vessel identity documents) should be noted 
and entered into the inspection report.

A check of the certificate of registry (or vessel identity documents) completes points 
14, 17, 18, 19, 20 and 29 of the minimum information required for the completion of 
inspection reports  .

 

Chapter 2.1.2   
Fishing licence

Part A.Introduction
This chapter explains how a vessel is licensed to operate commercially. It is neces-
sary for the inspector to check this document in order to know if the vessel may be 
used for commercial fishing activity. 

Part B. Concepts and definitions
A fishing licence is an official document, issued by the national authorities, giving the 
holder of the licence the right to use the fishing capacity of a fishing vessel for the 
commercial exploitation of fisheries.

The fishing licence contains, at the least, information concerning the identity of the 
vessel, the owners, the principle dimensions and the fishing gear of the vessel. A 
fishing licence may be combined with the certificate of registry to form one docu-
ment.

EU legislation(1) lays down how licences may be issued, managed and withdrawn by 
the flag Member States and the minimum information that must be contained in the li-
cence. This information must be consistent with the information recorded in the Union 
fleet register(2) and recorded on the Commission website(3). A fishing licence is valid 
for one EU fishing vessel only.

The fishing licence may be suspended temporarily or permanently withdrawn by the 
flag Member State if the vessel is subject to enforcement action following a seri-
ous infringement(4). The licence may also be suspended or withdrawn under Union 
schemes, implemented by the Member States, for the adjustment of fishing effort or 
capacity.

Part C. Data and information sources
• Union fleet register on the internet for licence data.

• Secure part of Member State websites for licence data and licence suspen-
sions(5).

Part D.Methodology
The master should be asked to produce the fishing licence. The inspector should 
check the existence of the following data and cross check with other sources of data 
and observations, such as the certificate of registry and an observation of the method 
of fishing in use:

(Note there is no EU requirement to keep paper licences on board the fishing ves-
sel although it is normally a requirement under national rules. If a valid licence is not 
available on board the inspector should ask the FPV to contact the Member State 
directly or via the FMC for the data.)

• Union fleet register number;

• name of fishing vessel (if any);

• flag state/country of registration;

• port or district of registration (name and national code);

• external marking;

• international radio call sign (IRCS) (if required under national rules);

(1) Article 7(1) of Commission 
Implementing Regulation (EU)  
No 404/2011

(1) Article 6 of Council Regulation 
(EC) No 1224/2009 and Article 
3 and Annex II of Commission 
Implementing Regulation (EU) No 
404/2011

(2) Commission Regulation (EC) 
No 26/2004

(3) http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/
fleet/index.cfm

(4) Article 43 of Council Regula-
tion (EC) No 1005/2008, Articles 
90 and 92 of Council Regulation 
(EC) No 1224/2009 and Article 
129 of Commission Implementing 
Regulation (EU) No 404/2011(5) 
Article 115 and points 17 and 
29 of Module 1 of Annex XXVII 
of Commission Implementing 
Regulation (EU) No 404/2011

(5) Article 116(1)(d) of Council 
Regulation (EC) No 1224/2009
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• name and address of licence holder, fishing vessel owner and fishing vessel 
agent;

• engine power (kW);

• tonnage (GT);

• length overall;

• main fishing gear;

• subsidiary fishing gears.

It is not permitted to use a vessel without a valid fishing licence for the commercial 
exploitation of living aquatic resources and an inspector encountering such a vessel 
should consider enforcement procedures.

The inspector should investigate any discrepancies such as the document being out 
of date, or missing data such as the lack of an entry for fishing gear. If the data in the 
licence is incorrect without a satisfactory explanation, the inspector should consider 
infringement procedures.

The data on the licence should be noted and entered into the inspection report.

A check of the fishing licence completes points 14, 16, 18, 19, 20, 21 and 31 of the 
minimum information required for the completion of inspection reports(6).

 

(6) Article 115 and points 14, 16, 
18, 19, 20, 21 and 31 of Module 
1 of Annex XXVII of Commission 
Implementing Regulation (EU)  
No 404/2011

AppendIx 1. Bibliography
Not applicable

AppendIx 2. Links and References
• Fleet register http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/fleet/index.cfm

• Fishing authorisations: Secure part of Member State websites

• Fishing gear: International Standard Statistical Classification of Fishing Gear 
(ISSCFCG).

AppendIx 3. Legislation
• Council Regulation (EC) No 1224/2009 of 20 November 2009 establishing a 

Community control system for ensuring compliance with the rules of the com-
mon fisheries policy

• Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 404/2011 of 8 April 2011 lay-
ing down detailed rules for the implementation of Council Regulation (EC) No 
1224/2009 establishing a  Community control system for ensuring compliance 
with the rules of the Common Fisheries Policy

• Council Regulation (EC) No 1005/2008 of 29 September 2008 establish-
ing a Community system to prevent, deter and eliminate illegal, unreported 
and unregulated fishing, amending Regulations (EEC) No 2847/93, (EC) No 
1936/2001 and (EC) No 601/2004 and repealing Regulations (EC) No 1093/94 
and (EC) No 1447/1999

• Council Regulation (EC) No 1342/2008 of 18 December 2008 establishing a 
long-term plan for cod stocks and the fisheries exploiting those stocks and 
repealing Regulation (EC) No 423/2004

• Council Regulation (EC) No 850/98 of 30 March 1998 for the conservation of 
fishery resources through technical measures for the protection of juveniles of 
marine organisms

• Commission Regulation (EC) No 26/2004 of 30 December 2003 on the Com-
munity fishing fleet register

AppendIx 4. Library
Not applicable


