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Dear 

HE. Mr. Gabriel Mato Adrover, Chairman of Fisheries Committee
Honourable Member of Fisheries Committee
Distinguished guests,
Ladies and gentlemen,

First of all, I would like to thank Fisheries Committee for giving me this valuable 
chance to deliver a speech to Committee members and distinguished guests on behalf 
of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development of Vietnam.

Vietnam is located in south east Asia having over 300 thousand square kilometer area,  
over 3000 km coastline, EEZ over 1 million km2. Geographical location and natural 
conditions create advantages to develop the Fisheries to be an important sector of 
Vietnamese national economy.

In 2012, total fisheries production of Vietnam was about 5.7 million ton of which 
capture fisheries accounted for 2.6 million ton, aquaculture accounted for 3.1 million 
ton. Total export revenue was 6.1 billion $US contributing 6% to national export 
values. Total fisheries production values accounted for about 4% of GDP and annually 
created more than 4 million jobs. Fisheries play a crucial role in poverty alleviation, 
particularly for poor coastal communities, and provide 40% of total annual national 
food production ensuring the food and nutritional security of Vietnam.

Fisheries of Vietnam is small scale characteristics with a fleet of more than 126 
thousand fishing boats of which 80% is under 90 horse power. The fisheries are 
developing toward sustainability and Vietnam is gradually implementing international 
commitments on responsible fisheries, resource protection and development with 
community and ecosystem based approaches, illegal, unregulated and unreported 
(IUU) fishing controls.
For last three years, we have been establishing and improving the legal and 
institutional frameworks for fisheries management based on recommendations of the 
European Commission. Vietnam has been evaluated by DG MARE as the first nation 
having most positive cooperation with EU authorities in IUU issues. The national plan 
of action on combating IUU fishing activities is being elaborated. Although it would 
take more time and efforts to complete the system due to small scale and low 
technology fisheries, the this system will serve longterm objectives of high quality 
fisheries production and sustainable utilization and conservation of fisheries resources. 
Vietnam has been a member of Coordination Committee on regional plan of actions of 



11 countries to combat with IUU fishing. We have significantly contributed to 
activities of the Committee. 
Over decades of development, aquaculture of Vietnam has achieved significant results 
with the annual rate of increase about 16% with main species of pangasius catfish and 
penaeus shrimp. These species accounted for 65% of total fisheries export revenues. 
Pangsius catfish, a Vietnamese native species, accounted for 99% exported catfish of 
the world. Addtionally, there are also marine and fresh water fish, lobsters, bivalve 
molluscs. Vietnam has been promoting value chain management approaches to 
aquaculture production with appliance of various standards such as VietGAP, ASC, 
GlobalGAP in order to improve production efficiency, quality and safety controls, 
traceability and environment protection. VietGAP is largely introduced to main 
aquaculture species in Vietnam and planed to be applied to 80% of intensive and 
semi-intensive aquaculture farms in year 2020. VietGAP has been established to be 
equivalent to popular international standards such as GlobalGAP, ASC, BAP and in 
harmonization with the code of conduct on responsible aquaculture introduced by 
UN.FAO. 
Vietnam has 567 fisheries processing plants fully meeting national standards on 
quality, food safety, and environment protection of which 400 are over 7,500 ton per 
day capacity. In 1999, only 17 processing plants were approved in the list of 
establishments authorized to export fisheries products to EU and in 2012 this number 
increased to 415. Fisheries processing industry has created significant job 
opportunities especially for women in remote areas. Fisheries products has been 
presenting in more than 160 nations and territories making Vietnam listed in top ten
fisheries export  countries of the world. Together with the US and Japan, EU market 
made up 18,5% of total fisheries export revenues with main products of pangasius 
catfish, shrimp, marine fish, cephalopods and bivalve molluscs. 
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Vietnamese fisheries products exported to EU market have been a significant 
contribution to food supply sources with various categories and high nutritional values 
for European consummers. Furthermore, they created a number of opportunities for 
investment and profitable business for European entrepreneurs. Importers, wholesalers 
and retailers annualy trade large volume of Vietnamese fisheries products from 
Vietnam creating jobs and incomes for European labors. 

In addition to this, in Vietnam, European companies have been doing business relating 
to fisheries production and trading in stable and profitable manners. In aquaculture, 
they provide and produce feed and feed ingredients, probiotics, drugs and vaccines for 
instance. In fish processing, a large number of machines and equipment were 
supplied, waste and environment treatment solutions and technologies has been 
provided by European companies. For years, they have been involving in freight, trade 
and distribution of Vietnamese fisheries products to all over the world. There supplied 
analysis equipment for testing raw material supplies, semi and final products in 
laboratories and in the field. Several companies of EU member states have been 
introducing projects of establishing centers for aquaculture technology transfer and 
development in Mekong Delta region of VietnamTrong năm 2012. 



In several member states, projects on development of Vietnamese fisheries product 
trade and distribution centers are being considered. Therefore, fisheries trade has 
created mutual business benefits and opportunities contributing largely to economic 
and polictical relationships between Vietnam and EU member states. 

Ladies and gentlement,

Once again, on behalf of Vietnamese Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, 
fish farmer and fisher communities, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you 
for ultimate supports of the European Union to our fisheries. We do hope to continue 
to receive supports and cooperation of EU authorities in order to produce more high 
quality products for Vietnamese and EU consumers. 

Thank you very much for your kind attention and I wish you all good health and good 
luck./.
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