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Social housing: a productive investment, not only an expense, say MEPs 
 
Investing in the social housing sector may contribute to the European effort to combat the 
crisis, stressed MEPs. in a resolution adopted by the Employment and Social Affairs 
Committee of the European Parliament on Tuesday.  
 
"Social Housing is a great necessity and a fundamental right itself. It is an efficient way to fight 
poverty, social exclusion and even climate change and to create local, decent jobs. In these times 
of crisis, we must send a positive message that the EU has practical solutions to the citizens' 
problems", said the rapporteur, Karima Delli (Greens/EFA, FR). 
 
There are more than 25 million European citizens who currently live in social housing. At the 
same time a growing number of EU citizens cannot afford access to decent housing, underlines 
the text. Further investment in the social housing sector may bring multiple benefits in the fight 
against social exclusion, inequalities, poverty and may address recent phenomena like the 
alarming number of evictions in certain member states, suggests the resolution. 
 
A European framework on social housing 
 
Social housing may not be seen only as expenditure but as productive investment, too, since it 
creates jobs and tackles the alarming issue of energy poverty, underline MEPs. The resolution 
calls on the Commission to set out a European social housing action framework to ensure 
consistency between the various EU instruments to address this issue - state aids, structural 
funds, energy policy, action to combat poverty and social exclusíon, health policy- . 
 
Adequate funds available in the EU's long term budget 
 
Social housing plays a key part in the achievement of the objectives of the Europe 2020 strategy, 
especially its poverty target. This is why it is of crucial importance, according to the resolution, 
adequate funds to be available in the Multiannual Financial Framework for the member states as 
well as for the national, regional and local authorities to invest in social housing, using social 
policy as a driver for recovery. 
 
 
Voting results:24 votes in favour, 3 against and 16 abstentions 
Procedure: own-initiative 
Vote in plenary: June 
In the Chair: Pervenche Berès (S&D, FR) 
 
You can follow us on Twitter @EPSocialAffairs 
 
Committee on Employment and Social Affairs: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/empl/home.html 
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