
 

 
Employment and Social Affairs 
 

"The next six months will be crucial for EU's credibility", said Alejandro Cercas to 
Lithuanian Ministers 
 
The current socio-economic situation in the EU, new financial instruments in the 
field of employment and social affairs for the period 2014-2020 and other key 
legislative files such as the posting of workers were key priorities discussed 
between MEPs, Lithuanian Ministers and civil society organisations during a 
delegation to Vilnius to prepare the upcoming Lithuanian EU Presidency.  
 
"The next six months will be crucial for the history of the EU: the credibility of the EU is at 
stake and the citizens will judge EU's actions to manage the consequences of the 
economic crisis", said Alejandra Cercas (S&D, ES) who led the delegation of MEPs to 
Lithuania in the context of the upcoming EU Presidency. 
 
Social Funds for the period 2014-2020 
 
According to the Chair of the delegation, EU structural funds need to be strengthened in 
their budgetary capacities. The challenge is to make sure that 25% of the structural 
funds are earmarked for the European Social Fund (ESF) which finances programmes 
for employment and professional training and that 20% of the ESF is earmarked to 
combat social exclusion, as requested by the Employment and Social Affairs committee. 
 
MEPs also insisted on the need to maintain the funding for the European Globalisation 
Adjustment Fund and to make sure that the Fund for European Aid to the Most Deprived 
serves the most deprived. MEPs from the delegation also expressed their hope to reach 
an agreement on the Posting of Workers. 
 
Parliamentary delegation 
 
The delegation of the Employment and Social Affairs committee, led by Alejandro Cercas 
(S&D, ES), was composed by Vilija Blinkeviciute (S&D, LT) and Jean Lambert 
(Greens/EFA, UK). 
 
A delegation of three Members was in Vilnius on 2-3 May to discuss priorities in the field 
of Employment and Social Affairs in the context of the upcoming Lithuanian Presidency. 
They met the President of Lithuania, Dalia Grybauskaitė, the Vice Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, Vytautas Leškevičius, the Minister of Social Security and Labour, Algimanta 
Pabedinskiene as well as employers' and employees' organisations. 
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