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AGENDA 
 

12.30 - 12.35 
Welcome and opening by Linda McAvan, MEP, ENVI Committee. 
Rapporteur on Tobacco Products Directive 
 
12.35 - 12.40 
The current position of the European Commission  
Mr Martin SEYCHELL, Deputy Director General, SANCO 

 
Part 1 

Institutional Representation 
 
12.40 - 12.55 
Latest evidence from the WHO on e-cigarettes 
Mr. Roberto BERTOLINI, Chief Scientist and WHO Representative to the 
European Union. 

 
12:55 - 13:10 
Q&A 
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Part 2 

Questions to the European Regulators on e-cigarettes 
 
13.10 - 13.50 (40 min) 
 
United Kingdom: new regulation of e-cigarettes 
Mr. Jeremy MEAN, Access and Information for Medicines and Standards 
Group Manager, Vigilance and Risk Management of Medicines, London (UK). 
 
Germany: new regulation of e-cigarettes 
Dr. Kerstin STEPHAN. Drugs - Cosmetics; Drugs - Food; Biocides, Federal 
Institute for Drugs and Medical Devices (Bundesinstitut für Arzneimittel und 
Medizinprodukte, BfArM) (DE) 
 
Finland: new regulation of e-cigarettes 
Dr. Kristiina PELLAS, Senior pharmaceutical inspector, Finnish Medicines 
Agency (FI). 

 
Part 3 

Scientific information: clinical and research findings 
 

13.50 - 13.55 
Electronic Nicotine Delivery Systems – a known unknown.  
Prof. Francesco BLASI. President of the European Respiratory Society. 
 
13.55 - 14.00 
Cardiovascular effects of tobacco. Long-term effects. 
Focus on e-cigarettes. 
Dr. Charlotta PISINGER, Senior research fellow at Research Centre for 
Prevention and Health, Copenhagen, (DK). 
 
14.00 - 14.05  
Understanding nicotine addiction 
Dr. Jean-Francois ETTER, Faculty of Medicine in the University of Geneva 
(CH).  
 
14.05 - 14.30 
Q&A 
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Part 4 

The voice of consumer associations 
 

14.30 - 14.35  
"Interessengemeinschaft E-Dampfen" (IG-ED), German e-cigarettes 
users association (DE) 
Mr. Hans Christian HOLY 
 
14.35 - 15.25 
General Discussion 

 
15.25 - 15.30 
Conclusions 
 
15.30 Closing 
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SHORT BIOGRAPHIES OF EXPERTS 

Mr Martin Seychell 

A graduate in chemistry and pharmaceutical technology, Mr. Seychell specialized in 
Chemical analysis. He has held important positions on several government boards and 
commissions in Malta, including the Food Safety Commission and the Pesticides Board. Mr 
Seychell occupied the post of Head of Directorate at the Malta Standards Authority between 
2001 and 2006. He has been responsible for the implementation of a number of EU 
directives in the areas of risk assessment, food safety, chemicals and cosmetic products 
legislation, and has actively participated in negotiations on major technical proposals such 
as the new chemicals legislation, REACH, and in screening processes in the areas of free 
movement of goods, environment and agriculture during the process leading to Malta's 
accession  to the EU. He held the post of Director of Environment in Malta between 2006 
and 2011. As Director, he was responsible for a broad range of functions arising from the 
Maltese Environment Protection Act. He was appointed Deputy Director General for Health 
and Consumers at the European Commission in March 2011.  
Text  

Dr Roberto Bertollini 

Dr Roberto Bertollini, M.D., M.P.H. is the WHO Representative to the EU in Brussels and the 
Chief Scientist of the WHO Regional Office for Europe. Before this assignment, he was the 
coordinator of the Evidence and Policy for Environment and Health unit of the WHO 
Department of Public Health and Environment in Geneva (2007-2010), the Director of the 
WHO EURO Special Programme on Health and Environment in Copenhagen, Rome and 
Bonn (2004-2007), the Director of the Division for Technical Support “Health Determinants” 
at the WHO Regional Office for Europe based in Copenhagen (2000-2004) and the Director 
of the Rome Division of the WHO European Centre for Environment and Health (1993-
2004). Before joining the WHO he had worked at the Epidemiology Unit of the Lazio Region 
of Italy. 

Dr Bertollini holds a degree in medicines and a postgraduate degree in paediatrics, as well 
as a Master in Public Health. During his career he has been involved in the development of 
the public health agenda at both European and global levels.  

Dr Bertollini is highly interested in topics that concern the effects of social, environmental 
and behavioural determinants to human health. He is the author of many public health 
related scientific books and articles. 

Mr Jeremy Mean 

Jeremy Mean is the Access and Information for Medicines and Standards Group Manager in 
the Vigilance and Risk Management of Medicines Division (VRMM) of the UKs Medicines and 
Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency. Jeremy is a career civil servant, having joined the 
service in 1984, and has worked in a succession of policy and management posts in the 
UK’s Department of Health. Within the MHRA, Jeremy’s current role includes operational 
policy and delivery through teams covering advertising standards, patient information, 
reclassification of legal status and outreach and education functions. Jeremy also leads 
project groups on a range of high profile issues, covering both UK and EU policy.    
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Dr Kerstin Stephan 

Kerstin Stephan (1969): 
1988-1993 Studies of chemistry and pharmacy 
1994 Pharmacist License 
1996-1999 Scientific research at the Institute for pharmaceutical Chemistry University 
Bonn and at the Institute for Pharmacology, University Cologne 
1999 Doctorate (Dr.rer.nat) 
1996-1999 Post educational qualification: specialist license: “Pharmacist for Drug 
information”  
2001-2005 Assessor validation unit, Federal Institute for Drugs and Medical Devices 
2006 - today Head of subunit “General inquiries and Demarcation” of the validation unit 
Since 2009 Member of the Borderline and Classification MDEG of the European Commission 
Since 2010 Member of the Medical Device – Medicinal Product ad hoc Working group on 
borderline cases of the European Commission 

Dr Kristiina Pellas 

Kristiina Pellas works since 2007 as a Senior Pharmaceutical Inspector for the Finnish 
Medicines Agency - FIMEA (www.fimea.fi) in Helsinki (Finland) with a focus on borderline 
classification issues and regulation of advertising of medicines. She has wide experience in 
classification decisions at national and Nordic level.  
She received her Master of Science degree in Pharmacy (Drug Information) from the 
University of Kuopio in Finland in 1988. During 1990 - 2007 she worked for the 
Pharmaceutical Information Centre in Helsinki as a publication pharmacist and education 
manager. She has produced training courses and e-learning programs related to regulation 
issues in RA, GMP and GCP and promotion of medicines for pharmaceutical companies in 
Finland. 

Electronic cigarettes and nicotine liquids have been an on-going topic in borderline 
classification procedures since 2008 in Finland. During these years FIMEA has made 
statements for the customs and other authorities in classifying nicotine liquids for e-
cigarettes as medicinal according to the effect and pharmacological mechanism of action of 
nicotine in human body. 

Prof. Francesco Blasi 

Francesco Blasi, MD, is Professor of Respiratory Medicine, Vice-chairman Department of 
Pathophysiology and Transplantation University of Milan, Director of Respiratory Diseases 
Unit IRCCS Fondazione Cà Granda Ospedale Maggiore Milan, Italy. 

Professor Blasi is President of European Respiratory Society (ERS) 2012-13. 
Professor Blasi has published more than 180 papers in international journals. He is member 
of the Editorial Boards of Pulmonary Pharmacology and Therapeutics (Associate Editor), 
Respiratory Research (Associate Editor), Clinical Respiratory Journal (Associate Editor), 
Therapeutic Advances in Respiratory Disease (Associate Editor), American Journal 
Respiratory and Critical Care Medicine (member of the Editorial Board). His research 
interests include the effects of atypical bacteria infection on cellular immunity in chronic 
bronchitis, and the role of atypicals and viral infection in asthma onset. He is also 
interested in the role of antibiotics in the treatment of COPD exacerbations and asthma. He 
is also actively working on pneumonia and tuberculosis research trials. Professor Blasi has 
served on ERS-ESCMID guidelines on LRTIs and is member of the European Respiratory 
Society, The American Thoracic Society and the Italian Respiratory Medicine Society 
(SIMeR).
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Dr Charlotta Pisinger 

Charlotta Pisinger: 

January 1988 Medical doctor, University of Copenhagen 

October 2004 Ph.D., University of Copenhagen 

June 2007 Master of Public Health, University of Copenhagen 

September 2009 Associate professor at University of Copenhagen, Faculty of Medical 
Science, MPH (Master of Public Health). 

February 2011 Approved as qualified for Professorship 

Scientific Theses: 

Ph.D. thesis: “Smoking cessation and smoking reduction in a general population. The 
Inter99 study”. Defended Oct. 2004 

MPH (Master of Public Health) thesis, ”High risk strategy in smoking cessation is  on a 
population based level. The Inter99 study”. Defended June 2007 

Total number of published peer-reviewed papers: 53 (18 as first author, 5 as last author) 

Position of trust (selected): 

Vice-president of Danish Society on Epidemiology 

President of Danish Society on Tobacco Research (2005-2010) 

Member of the steering committee of the Inter99 study 

Member of the Health Committee, Medical District Association, Copenhagen County (2005-
2007) 

Dr Jean-Francois Etter 

Jean-François Etter is professor of public health at the Faculty of Medicine of the University 
of Geneva in Switzerland. He obtained a PhD in political science and a master degree in 
public health from the University of Geneva. He is an internationally recognized expert in 
the study of tobacco dependence and the development and evaluation of interventions to 
prevent smoking. He is a pioneer in research on electronic cigarettes, a new nicotine 
delivery system. He is also a pioneer of individualized interventions and automated support 
for behaviour change using the Internet and applications on mobile devices. He was one of 
the first to explore some new indications for nicotine replacement therapy, including the 
reduction of tobacco use among smokers who did not want to stop. 

Mr Hans Christian Holy 

Hans Christian Holy (1981) 

Education / Profession: 

Matriculation standart in 2002 

Apprenticeship 

Forwarding Agent 

14 years smoker, 1 year e-vaper 
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PRESENTATIONS 
Presentation by Prof. Francesco Blasi 
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