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More actions to protect human rights following the economic crisis, say MEPs
In a resolution voted on Thursday, the EP calls for the inclusion of human 
rights in trade and investment agreements and asks that the "minimum 
essential levels" of the social and economic rights is guaranteed. MEPs 
urge the governments of developing countries to establish social 
protection schemes, and to fill in the gap between legal recognition and 
political enforcement of these rights. 

"While focusing on how to ensure economic recovery, we cannot forget about 
those 1.2 billion people in the world who live in extreme poverty and whose 
economic and social rights are not sufficiently protected. We need to provide 
concrete solutions to the most urgent human rights problems aggravated by the 
crisis", said the rapporteur Inese Vaidere (EPP, LV).

Promotion of policies and practices helping women to access the labor market in 
jobs with decent working conditions, child protection measures and measures 
helping the human rights issues faced by the elderly should be a priority, MEPs 
noted, as the crisis had a disproportionate effect on the vulnerable groups in the 
developing countries. 

MEPs urge the governments in developing countries to elaborate social 
protection schemes that could be strengthen through a Global Fund for Social 
Protection, since more than 40% of workers employed un developing countries 
work in the informal sector, and only 20% of their families have access to any 
form of social protection.

The resolution urges the EU and the Member States to maintain and deliver the 
current commitment to Official Development Aid, and calls the EU to take more 
effective action to address the effects of the financial crisis in third countries, 
especially on young people facing mass unemployment and a lack of prospects in 
their countries. 

The resolution "on the impact of the financial and economic crisis on human 
rights" was adopted by show of hands.
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