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1.  Adoption of agenda 
 
The Draft Agenda was circulated  to  Members  on  
8 May 2013 and was published on the website the same 
day.  
 
 
2.  Chairman's announcements 
 
2.1.    Languages available: 
 
Available : BG, CS, DA, DE, EN, ES, FR, HU, IT, LV, 
NL, PL, PT, RO, SK, SV. 
 
 
2.2.   Webstreaming 
  
Members are informed that this BUDG meeting will be 
webstreamed (apart from Coordinators' meeting) on the 
following link:  http://www.europarl.europa.eu/wps-
europarl-internet/frd/live/live-program?language=en 
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Please be aware that each time a speaker activates the  
microphone to make an intervention the camera will  
be automatically directed to the speaker. 
 
 
2.3.     Other announcements:  

 
The latest implementation and "RAL" figures  of  
the 2013 Budget are now available at the following 
Intranet link: 
http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/cms/pold
eptd/pid/2303 
 
 
 
3.  Approval of minutes of meetings of  
 

 24 April 2013 
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Joint debate : 
  

MFF - Own resources/ 
DABs 1, 2 and 3/2013 

 
 
 
4.  MFF - Own resources 
 
Rapporteurs: R. Böge -  I. Kalfin / J.L. Dehaene - A. Jensen 
 
 Exchange of views  
 
Following the meeting of Presidents of  the three  Insti-
tutions on 6 May, the first trilogue on the MFF took 
place on Monday 13 May. This was the opportunity for 
Parliament's Negotiating Team to convey its position on 
both the MFF Regulation and the Interinstitutional 
agreement to Deputy Prime Minister Gilmore represent-
ing the Council. In addition to the four points men-
tioned in EP 13/03 resolution (flexibility, post-electoral 
revision, own resources and unity of the budget), the 
question of how to deal with figures was also raised, 
together with a discussion on future steps and the or-
ganisation of upcoming negotiations.  
  
A working paper presenting the proposed amendments 
to the MFF - IIA was circulated to BUDG Members on 
14 May.  
  
EP Negotiating Team will report back to BUDG Com-
mittee and an exchange of views will take place, also on 
the basis of any decision taken by Council's 14/05 
ECOFIN on DAB 2/2013 (see point 5 below) and on 
the outcome of the meeting of the Contact Group on 
15 May. 
 
 
5.  Draft Amending Budget n° 2/2013 
 
Rapporteur: G. La Via 
 
   Exchange of views  
 

An indicative vote took place on 7 May in BUDG to 
support the Commission's estimation of payments to 
cover the needs until the end of the year (11.2 billion 
EUR) across the headings. The committee opened 
though to the Council's preference that this amount is 
covered in two steps rather than in one, with a first 
tranche of 7.3 billion EUR to de adopted via DAB 2 
and the second one later in the year. Further reassur-
ances were asked to the Council as to the engagement to 
cover the rest of the amount as well as to the need to 
take on board with the first tranche also the payment 
needs under Heading 1a and 4, not just focussing on 
Heading 1b. 

Following the position of the ECOFIN Council 
adopted on 14 May, the Rapporteur, Giovanni La Via, 
will present his draft report later this month. The calen-
dar for the adoption of Parliament's position will very 
much depend on Council's decision and could be de-
layed after the summer in case amendments are deemed 
necessary. 
 

Date Body Event 

7 May BUDG  Indicative political vote 
30 May  BUDG  Consideration of draft report 

(tbc) 
19/20 June or 
27 June 

BUDG Vote (tbc) 

July Plenary Vote (tbc) 
 
 
 
 
6.   Draft Amending Budget n° 3/2013 
  
Rapporteur: G. La Via 
 
   Exchange of views  
 

Along with DAB 2, on May 7 BUDG expressed a po-
litical vote also on DAB 3/2013, supporting the Com-
mission's proposal (1.02 billion EUR to be paid back 
into the national accounts as a result of the surplus of 
2012) and showing its readiness to adopt the position of 
the Council insofar as a satisfactory agreement is 
reached on Draft amending budget No 2/2013. 

The adoption of DAB 3 would in fact partially alleviate 
the additional burden that DAB 2 may constitute for the 
national budgets. Therefore the two Amending budgets 
are politically interlinked. 
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Date Body Event 

7 May BUDG  Indicative political vote 
30 May  BUDG  Consideration of draft report 

(tbc) 
19/20 June or 
27 June 

BUDG Vote (tbc) 

July Plenary Vote (tbc) 
 
 
 
 
7.  Working document on RAL and the 
     payments issue: state of play and  
     outlook for 2013 and the next MFF 
 
Rapporteurs: G. La Via, A. Jensen, J. Mulder 
 
   Exchange of views  
 
This working document by J. Mulder, Standing Rappor-
teur on RALs, A. E. Jensen and G. La Via, General 
Rapporteurs for Budgets 2014 and 2013 respectively, 
was sent to BUDG Members on 8 May. It presents the 
current situation of payments and RAL as well as an 
outlook for the rest of year 2013, and its impact for the 
beginning of the next MFF. It also includes points for 
discussion, together with possible ways forward in the 
context of ongoing MFF negotiations. 
  
The Rapporteurs will present the working document. 
An exchange of views may take place between BUDG 
Members.  
 
 
 
8.  Six-monthly reporting on the imple- 
     mentation of the Project Bonds  
     initiative (pilot phase)  
 
   Presentation 
 
When negotiating the pilot phase for project bonds, 
BUDG insisted on a report every six months during the 
pilot phase, notably on the performance of the risk-
sharing instrument for project bonds, including the fi-
nancial terms and placement of any project bonds is-
sued. 

  
Reporting will take the form of a joint presentation by 
the Commission and the European Investment Bank, 
and will be followed by an exchange of views between 
BUDG Members and Commission's and EIB represen-
tatives. 
  
 
 
 
9.  Draft Amending Budget n° 1/2013 
 
Rapporteur: G. La Via 
 
   Exchange of views  
 
A number of MS in the Budgetary Committee of the 
Council is calling for an offsetting to finance the addi-
tional expenditure implied by Croatia's accession (655 
million EUR in commitments and 374 million EUR in 
payments).  
 
The political vote expressed on DAB 1 on 7 May by the 
BUDG Committee shows instead full support for the 
Commission's proposal, which fully complies with point 
29 of the IIA. BUDG has since the beginning clearly 
expressed its position in the sense that Croatia's acces-
sion financing should not be considered a question for 
bargaining and that a strong political signal should be 
given at the entrance into the EU of a new Member 
State as a matter of coherence with the enlargement de-
cision. 
 
The file is going to be discussed again in COMBUD on 
16 May and further talks can be conducted afterwards 
between the negotiators. The objective is to reach an 
agreement before 1 July (formal accession of Croatia); 
however this time schedule can be delayed in case 
amendments to the Council's position on the side of the 
Parliament will be needed to reinstate the spirit of the 
IIA and of the political decisions taken by the 27 MS 
when signing the Accession Treaty. 
 

Date Body Event 

7 May BUDG  Indicative political vote 
30 May  BUDG  Vote on draft report (tbc) 
June Plenary Vote (tbc) 
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10.  Proposal for amending the IIA to 
     take account of the expenditure  
     requirements resulting from the  
     accession of Croatia to the EU. 
 
Rapporteur:  R. Böge  
 
 Exchange of views  
 
The Rapporteur supports the proposal of the Commis-
sion, which complies with point 29 of the IIA, raising 
the ceilings of the MFF by 666 million EUR in com-
mitments and 374 million EUR in payments to accom-
modate for the accession of Croatia.  
 
This increase reflects the agreement ratified in the Ac-
cession Treaty and is perfectly in line with point 29 of 
the IIA.  
 
This report should be voted at the same time as DAB 1. 
 

Date Body Event 

30 May  BUDG  Vote on draft report (tbc) 
June Plenary Vote (tbc) 

 
 
 
11.  Draft Amending Budget n° 4/2013 
 
Co-rapporteurs: G. La Via 
                     D. Vaughan 
 
   Exchange of views  
 
Postponed 
 
Commission's proposal adopted on 29 April aims to 
reinforce the establishment plans of  
- the GNSS decentralised agency  by 20 additional posts 
due to the new tasks entrusted to it; 
- the executive agency EACEA by 2 additional posts 
due to the extension of its mandate; 
- the Court of Justice (7 additional posts needed to 
cover staff for the "Cabinet" of one Advocate General 
of the Court added pursuant to Declaration No 38 an-
nexed to the final act of the Intergovernmental Confer-
ence which adopted the Lisbon Treaty). 

 
The Commission's proposal is presented as budgetary 
neutral since the three reinforcements (equal to 1.75 
million EUR, 1.52 million EUR and 0.91 million EUR 
respectively) would be either covered by an internal re-
deployment (in the case of GNSS), or offset by a corre-
sponding reduction of posts in the Commission's estab-
lishment plan (for EACEA) or finally financed by the 
available budget of the CoJ for 2013. 
 
Relying on the 1% staff reduction that the Commission 
invited all institutions to apply in 2013 though, DAB4 
does not include the 9 additional law clerks (‘référen-
daires’) requested by the CoJ. 
 

Date Body Event 

30 May BUDG  Exchange of views 
27 June / 11 
July 

BUDG  Consideration of draft report 
(tbc) 

5 September BUDG Vote (tbc) 
September Plenary Vote (tbc) 

 
 
 
12.  Draft Amending Budget n° 5/2013 
 
Rapporteur: G. La Via 
 
   Exchange of views  
 
DAB 5 aims to mobilise 14.6 million EUR in favour of 
Slovenia, Croatia and Austria following the intense rain-
fall and the consequent floods that big parts of these 
countries suffered in autumn 2012, with the following 
proportion: 
- Slovenia: 14.1 million EUR 
- Croatia: 0.28 million EUR 
- Austria: 0.24 million EUR 
 
The Commission proposes to finance such help by us-
ing the unallocated margin remaining under the 2013 
ceiling for payments after the full adoption of DAB 2 
(14.8 million EUR). 
 

Date Body Event 

16 May BUDG  Exchange of views 
27 June / 11 
July 

BUDG  Consideration of draft report 
(tbc) 

5 September BUDG Vote (tbc) 
September Plenary Vote (tbc) 
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13.   Mobilisation of the European  
       Union Solidarity Fund: flooding in 
       Slovenia, Croatia and Austria in  
       autumn 2012 
 
Rapporteur: J.M. Fernandes 
 
   Exchange of views  
 
The committee will have a first exchange of views on a 
Commission proposal on mobilising the EU Solidarity 
Fund in favor of Slovenia, Croatia and Austria. 
 
Intense rainfall between the end of October and early 
November 2012 caused rivers to burst their banks 
flooding in wider areas of the rivers Sava, Kupa, Mura 
and Drava in Slovenia and in the basins of the rivers 
Mura, Drava and Lavant in Austria, as well as on the 
territory of Croatia. The floods caused damage to pri-
vate and public buildings, water and waste water infra-
structure, businesses and to agricultural land and forests. 
Subsequently, Slovenia submitted an application for fi-
nancial assistance from the European Union Solidarity 
Fund under the major disaster criterion, whereby Croa-
tia's and Austria's applications were submitted under the 
so-called 'neighbouring country criterion'. 
 
The Commission's analysis revealed that the flooding 
damage as presented in all three applications was caused 
by a single underlying meteorological condition and can 
therefore be accepted as a single event. 
 
In the light of the examination of the applications, and 
considering the maximum possible grant from the Fund 
as well as the scope for reallocating appropriations un-
der the heading requiring additional expenditure, the 
Commission proposes to mobilise the European Union 
Solidarity Fund for a total amount of EUR 14 607 942, 
to be allocated under heading 3b of the financial frame-
work. 
 
The calculation of Solidarity Fund aid based on the es-
timate of total damage caused is as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Direct 
damage 
accepted 

Threshold 
(in 
millions) 

Amount 
based 
on 2,5% 

Amount 
based 
on 6% 

Total 
amount of 
aid pro-
posed 

Slovenia 
flooding  359 534 838 214,021 5 350 525 8 730 830 14 081 355 

Croatia 
flooding  11 463 479 259,805 286 587 ~ 286 587 

Austria 
flooding 9 600 000 1 798,112 240 000 ~ 240 000 

TOTAL         14 607 942 

 
 

The Commission has presented Draft Amending Budget 
(DAB) No 5 for the year 2013 covering the mobilisation 
of the EU Solidarity Fund for the above mentioned 
amount of EUR 14 607 942 in commitment and pay-
ment appropriations. 

 
 
 

 
Voting time 

 
 
14.  Adjustment rate to direct payments 
       provided for in Regulation (EC)  
       No 73/2009 in respect of calendar 
       year 2013 
 
Rapporteur: G. La Via 
 
   Consideration and adoption  
 
Members will vote on the draft opinion. 17 amendments 
have been tabled. 
 
Provisional calendar: 
  
22 April PA sent to translation 
24 April BUDG - exchange of views 
25 April at 12.00 Deadline for AMs  
16 May BUDG - vote 
20 May Vote in AGRI 
June  Vote in Plenary 
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15.  Budget 2013 - Section III 
 
Rapporteur: G. La Via 
 
 Any transfer request 
 
No request transmitted 
 
 
16.  Budget 2013 - Other sections 
 
Rapporteur: D. Vaughan 
 
 Any transfer request 
 
None received 
 
 
 
17.  Building policy 
 
Rapporteur: M. Hohlmeier 
 
 Any possible request 
 
None received 
 
 

 
End of voting time 

 
 
 
18.  Reporting on the work of the Joint 
       Working Group Bureau / BUDG 
 
The Joint Bureau/BUDG Working Group on EP 
budget (JWG) regular meeting was convened on May 15 
in Brussels with George Lyon (ALDE) chairing the 
BUDG delegation. 
 
Following the adopted Terms of Reference for 2014, 
the three principal issues discussed at the JWG meeting 
were: 
   - providing translation to the two EU Advisory Com-
mittees - Committee of the Regions (COR) and Euro-

pean Economic and Social Committee (EESC) - feed-
back from both SG and political groups; 
   - conclusions of the JWG on the five comparative 
studies of a sample of Member State Parliaments and 
the American Congress; 
   - extension of paperless practice to all Parliamentary 
Committees on a basis of a Note from Secretary-
General. 
 
The next regular JWG meeting, in accordance with the 
provisional calendar, is scheduled for Wednesday, June 
19, 14:00-15:00 in Brussels. 
 
 
19.  Any other business 
 
 
20.  Next meeting 
 
 29 May - 11.30 - 13.30 - Brussels 
 


