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CHAIR'S ANNOUNCEMENT

A NEW VISION FOR DEEP SEA 
FISHING IN EUROPE

Gabriel Mato Adrover, PECH Committee chair,
the proposal for a regulation for the sustainable 
exploitation of deep sea stocks

Gabriel Mato Adrover, PECH Committee Chair

The European Commission recently adopted a proposal for a regulation for the sustainable exploitation 
of deep sea stocks. At the same time it aims at reducing the environmental impact of these fisheries, 
where as a main measure, the phasing out of bottom trawls and bottom set gillnets is envisaged. 

Our committee held a hearing to obtain more knowledge, mainly from scientists, on the situation of 
these fisheries. Some pointed out that the impact assessment backing the proposal was not robust 
enough and the committee has therefore requested to the Commission to complete it. Un update on
this revised impact assessment will be presented in our committee this week.

The legislative proposal on deep sea fishing is of great importance. This was clearly demonstrated last 
week in Edinburgh, by the RACs for the Long Distant Fleet, North Western Waters and South Western 
Waters who organised a common workshop on fisheries management for the species concerned. 
Unfortunately, I had to turn down my participation at the last minute, although I very much welcome the 
initiative and give it my full support. 

There was a great turnout of representatives from the fishing sector, NGOs, the European Commission, 
Members of the EU Parliament, the Economic and Social Committee, national administrations and 
scientists. The main conclusions drawn at the meeting were diverse, as would be expected.

The RACs mainly criticised the lack of proper consultation and consideration of their opinions by the 
Commission. Other participants defended the proposal and welcomed the need to ban bottom trawling 
as they deem it a destructive practice, whereas others pointed out that it will be a mistake to look upon 
all deep sea fishing as unsustainable, and considered that this proposal was disproportionate and 
inconsistent with international regulations in NEAFC, NAFO, and FAO. 

It was also spelled out that the objective of managing deep sea fisheries more sustainably will not be 
achieved with this proposal, because the regulation cannot be applied to third country vessels in 
international waters, meaning that the EU will have to import deep sea fish from Iceland, the Faroe 
Islands, Norway and Russia, countries which all use bottom trawling. 

It is our duty as legislators to ensure that before we adopt a position on a proposal, all relevant parties 
have been consulted and heard, and that all positions and considerations have been taken into account 
to the extent possible, to guarantee the legitimacy of the proposal. The repercussions of the measures 
proposed have to be balanced in the socio-economic and environmental dimensions, but first and 
foremost, the proposal has to be underpinned by sound and robust scientific advice.

I am confident we will honour our duties as legislators in the weeks and months ahead, as we discuss 
and finalise our position on this proposal.

Gabriel MATO ADROVER
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ONGOING DOSSIERS

Reports Rapporteur Type of 
procedure

PECH 
Committee vote

Plenary 
session 

vote
European Maritime and Fisheries Fund 
(EMFF)
2011/0380(COD)

Cadec COD 10/07/2013 SEP

Fishery resources: recovery of cod 
stocks, long-term plan; aligning the 
Regulation with the TFEU (Commission 
delegated and implementing powers)
2012/0013(COD)

Dodds COD 23/04/2013 JUN

Proposal for a Regulation of the 
European Parliament and of the Council 
amending Council Regulation (EC) No 
1005/2008 establishing a Community 
system to prevent, deter and eliminate 
illegal, unreported and unregulated 
fishing
2012/0162(COD)

Romeva COD 23/04/2013 JUN

Specific conditions to fishing for deep-
sea stocks in the North-East Atlantic 
and provisions for fishing in 
international waters of the North-East 
Atlantic and repealing Regulation (EC) 
No 2347/2002 
2012/0179(COD) 

Arsenis COD 18/09/2013 OCT II

Measures for the recovery of the stock
of European eel 
2012/0201(COD) Lövin COD 29/05/2013 JUL

Conservation of fishery resources 
through technical measures for the 
protection of juveniles of marine 
organisms
2012//0208(COD)

Niculescu COD 10/07/2013 SEP

Proposal for a Regulation of the 
European Parliament and of the Council 
amending Council Regulation (EC) No 
1342/2008 of 18 December 2008 
establishing a long-term plan for cod 
stocks and the fisheries exploiting 
those stocks
2012/0236(COD)

Dodds COD 23/04/2013 JUN

Proposal for a Regulation of the 
European Parliament and of the Council 
amending Council Regulation (EC) No 
2187/2005 for the conservation of 
fishery trough technical measures in the 
Baltic Sea, the Belts and the Sound
2012/0285(COD)

Gróbarczyk COD 10/07/2013 SEP

Proposal for a Regulation of the 
European Parliament and of the Council 
amending Council Regulation (EC) No 
1224/2009 establishing a Community 

Thomas COD 03/10/2013 NOV

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2011/0380(COD)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/0013(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/0162(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/0179(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/0201(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/0208(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/0236(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/0285(COD)&l=en
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control system for ensuring compliance 
with the rules of the Common fisheries 
Policy
2013/0007(COD)
Proposal for a Regulation of the 
European Parliament and of the Council 
repealing Council Regulation (EC° No 
827/2004 prohibiting imports of Atlantic 
bigeye tuna (Thunnus obesus) 
originating in Bolivia, Cambodia, 
Equatorial Guinea, Georgia and Sierra 
Leone and repealing Regulation (EC) No 
1036/2001
2013/0097(COD)

Romeva COD 03/10/2013 NOV

EU/Chile Agreement: conservation of 
swordfish stocks in the South-Eastern 
Pacific Ocean 
2010/0084(NLE-AP)

Gallagher NLE 30/11/2010 TBC

EC/Micronesia Fisheries Partnership 
Agreement: fishing opportunities and 
financial contribution
2010/0290(NLE/APP) 

Fraga NLE TBC TBC

EU/Mauritania Fisheries Partnership 
Agreement. New Protocol
2012/0258(NLE)

Mato 
Adrover NLE 29/05/2013 JUL

EC/Guinea-Bissau Fisheries Partnership 
Agreement. New Protocol
2012/0134(NLE)

Patrão 
Neves NLE TBC TBC

EU/Kiribati Fisheries Partnership 
Agreement. New Protocol
2012/0229(NLE) Lövin NLE 10/07/2013 SEP

Protocol between EU and the Republic 
of Madagascar
2012/0238(NLE) Rivellini NLE TBC TBC

Consent report on the new Protocol to 
the FPA with Ivory Coast
2013/0102(NLE) Cottigny NLE 27/11/2013 DEC

Fisheries restrictions and jurisdictional 
waters in the Mediterranean and Black 
Sea - ways for conflict resolution
2011/2086(INI) 

Salavrakos INI 05/09/2013 OCT I

For a comprehensive EU fishery 
strategy in the Pacific region
2012/2235(INI) Fraga INI TBC TBC

A strategy for fisheries in the Adriatic 
and Ionian Seas
2012/2261(INI) Milana INI 29/05/2013 JUL

Marine Knowledge 2020: Improving 
seabed mapping for fisheries purposes Patrão 

Neves INI 05/09/2013 OCT II

Specific actions in the Common 
Fisheries Policy for developing the role 
of women

García-
Hierro INI 1/2014 FEB 2014

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0007(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0097(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=5851892
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=5880022
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/0258(NLE)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/0134(NLE)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/0219(NLE)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/0238(NLE)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/0238(NLE)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=5912892
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/2235(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/2261(INI)&l=en
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Opinions Rapporteur Type of 
procedure

PECH 
Committee vote

Plenary 
session 

vote
Access to Genetic Resources and the 
Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits 
Arising from their Utilization in the 
Union
2012/0278 (COD)  

Hudghton COD 17-18/06/2013 10/07/2013
(ENVI)

Blue growth - enhancing sustainable 
growth in the EU's marine, maritime 
transport and tourism sectors
2012/2297(INI)

Salavrakos INI 23/04/2013
30/05/2013

(TRAN)

Follow-up on the Delegation of 
Legislative Powers and the Control by 
Member States of the Commission's 
Exercise of Implementing Powers 
2012/2323(INI)

Sanchez 
Presedo INI 10/07/2013 14/10/2013

(JURI)

Budget 2014 of the European Union –
Section III – Commission
2013/2010(BUD)

Rivellini BUD 05/09/2013 tbc
(BUDG)

2014 Bugdet - Mandate for the trilogue
2013/2017(BUD) Rivellini BUD 29/05/2013 27/06/2013

(BUDG)

Proposal for a Directive of the European
Parliament and of the Council 
establishing a framework for maritime 
spatial planning and integrated coastal 
management
2013/0074(COD)

Thomas COD 05/109/2013 30/09/2013
(TRAN)

*Note on procedures:
COD: Codecision; CNS: Consultation; INI: Own-Initiative; NLE: Non-legislative (incl. consent to international 
agreements); DEC: Discharge

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/2297(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/2323(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0074(COD)&l=en
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FROM THE POLICY DEPARTMENT ‘B’:
STUDIES AND BRIEFING NOTES

STUDIES REQUESTED:

 Data deficient fisheries in EU waters 
 Compliance of imports of fisheries and aquaculture products with EU legislation
 Long-term economical and ecological impact of an increased sustainable aquaculture sector
 Characteristics of multispecific fisheries in the EU

BRIEFING PAPERS REQUESTED 

 Fuel subsidies in the EU
 Women in fisheries: a European perspective
 Profitability of the EU fishing fleet
 Worldwide fisheries subsidies
 The impact of oil and gas drilling accidents on EU fisheries 
 Inland fisheries in the EU
 IUU fishing and sanctions in the EU

INTERNAL NOTES REQUESTED:

 Fisheries in Japan/Denmark (delegations 2013)

STUDIES AND NOTES PUBLISHED SINCE BEGINNING OF PARLIAMENTARY TERM:

 Between fisheries and bird conservation: the cormorant conflict
 Fisheries in Ireland/ Canary Islands (delegation 2013)
 An adapted CFP reform for the Mediterranean and the Black Sea (workshop with 3 notes)
 Establishment of fish stock recovery areas
 Application of the system of derogation to the rules of origin of fisheries products in Papua New 

Guinea and Fuji
 Excess fishing capacity in the reform of the Common Fisheries Policy
 The role of China in world fisheries
 The small-scale coastal fleet in the reform of the Common Fisheries Policy
 Rights-based fisheries management in Iceland 
 Fisheries in Brittany/Iceland/Veneto (delegations 2012)
 Does overfishing promote algal blooms?
 Regime shifts in marine ecosystems (workshop with 4 notes)
 Perspectives for the new European Fisheries Fund
 Characteristics of small-scale coastal fisheries in Europe
 The North Sea brown shrimp fisheries 
 Industrial fisheries in the Baltic Sea
 Fisheries in Portugal/Poland/Bulgaria/Seychelles (delegations 2011)
 Fisheries in the Black Sea
 Interaction of seals and fish stocks (workshop with 4 notes)
 Natura 2000 and the Common Fisheries Policy 
 Mitigation of incidental catches of cetaceans in EU waters
 Real-time closures of fisheries
 Long-term impact of different fishing methods on the ecosystem in the Kattegat and Öresund
 Tools for fishing fleet management
 Fisheries in the Basque Country/Sicily/Sweden/Mauritania (delegations 2010)
 Jurisdictional waters in the Mediterranean and the Black Sea
 Fisheries management and recovery plans since 2002
 Evaluation of the impact of «A strategy for the sustainable development of EU aquaculture»
 Regulatory and legal constraints for European aquaculture
 European aquaculture competitiveness: limitations and possible strategies
 The impact of WTO and other trade negotiations on fisheries

@ You can access the studies and other documents via this link

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/cms/lang/fr/pid/2503#4
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FISHERIES NEWS IN BRIEF

COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION 
Press service (News - Press service)

3237th Council meeting Agriculture and 
Fisheries

Bruxelles, 13-14 May 2013

Press release

FISHERIES

Concerning fisheries issues, the Council 
held a debate on the outcome of the 
trilogues on the reform of the common 
fisheries policy (CFP). Ministers agreed on 
adjustments of the negotiating mandate to 
the Presidency to finalise the discussions 
with the other EU institutions on the basic 
regulation of the CFP. These adjustments 
concerns maximum sustainable yield 
(MSY), landing obligation, regionalisation, 
multiannual plans and capacity 
management. The Presidency also 
informed the Council about a provisional 
agreement with the European Parliament 
reached at the end of the third trilogue on 
the market regulation of the CFP.

Reform of the common fisheries policy 
(CFP)

The Council held a public debate on the 
outcome of the ongoing trilogue discussions 
with the European Parliament and the 
Commission on two proposals within the 
reform of the common fisheries policy (CFP).

· Proposal for a regulation on the CFP 
(12514/11) replacing the basic provisions of 
the CFP (basic regulation);

· Proposal for a regulation on the common 
organisation of the markets (CMO) in fishery 
and aquaculture products (12516/11), 
focusing on market policy issues (market 
regulation);

Basic regulation

Council reached agreement on a revision of 
its negotiating mandate to finalise the 
discussions with the other institutions on CFP 
basic regulation (8987/13).

The negotiating mandate for the Presidency 
was established following the general 

approach agreed at the Council meeting in 
February 2013. Since then five trilogues on 
the CFP basic regulation have already taken 
place.

Using the outcome of the orientation debate 
which took place in April on the core issues of 
the negotiations, the Council agreed on the 
following points:

Maximum Sustainable Yield or MSY (Articles 
2(2), 16 (2), 42a, 58b) - Article 2(2) on 
objectives has been reformulated to 
progressively introduce fMSY (based on 
fishing mortality), to achieve this conservation 
level by 2015 "where possible" and at the 
latest by 2020 for all stocks; a reference to
desired biomass levels was added as well. A 
requirement to be consistent with the MSY 
objectives has also been included in Article 
16 (Fishing Opportunities). There is also a 
new requirement for the Commission to 
report on an annual basis to Council and the 
European Parliament on the progress of 
delivery of MSY (Article 58b). Finally, account 
is being taken of the difficulty to achieve 
management at MSY for stocks shared with 
third countries, introducing particular
obligations on the Union to engage with those 
third parties for the purpose of joint 
management or complementary exploitation 
arrangements.

Multi-annual plans (Articles 9 and 10) - Some 
changes have been introduced in the text to 
improve the neutrality of Article 10 with 
regard to the competencies under the Treaty.

Discards/ Obligation to land (Article 15) - The 
de minimis rules have been amended so that 
the exemption could be applied through 
management plans based on scientific advice 
limited to a maximum of 5% of total annual 
catches of all species subject to an obligation 
(with a phase-in involving an additional 2% 
for the first 2 years and 1% for in the 
subsequent 2 years). In Paragraph 1(ter) a 
measure has been added which allows for 
the extension of the landing obligation to 
other stocks where  there is agreement 
among all member states concerned. In order 
to ensure a simultaneous application of 
implementation tools together with the 
landing obligation, two additional measures 
are introduced, as secondary measures to a 
Union multiannual plan: a Commission 
delegated act containing a specific discard 

http://ue.eu.int/press/press-releases/agriculture-and-fisheries?lang=en&BID=100
http://ue.eu.int/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/agricult/134437.pdf
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/11/st12/st12514.en11.pdf
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/11/st12/st12516.en11.pdf
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/13/st08/st08987.en13.pdf
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plan based on a regional agreement among
member states, and, if this instrument is not 
successful for lack of time or regional 
agreement, a Commission delegated act on 
de minimis exemptions, limited to a maximum 
amount of 5% and subject to fishery-specific 
conditions. (paragraph 3(b)). These 
instruments have been added to give
reasonable assurance that all implementation 
instruments, including the de minimis rules, 
are in place once a landing obligation 
changes the practice of fishing. Withy regard 
to the introduction calendar of the landing 
obligation, the starting date for the pelagic 
fisheries was agreed for beginning of 2015, to 
take account of the fact that Union legislation 
on technical measures still needs to be 
changed for the landing obligation to be 
implementable.

Fishing opportunities (Article 16) - The 
amendments relates to a requirement that 
total allowable catches (TACs) and quotas 
shall be established consistent with the 
objectives set down for MSY. A possibility 
has been added for a revision to fishing 
opportunities set by Council when scientific
evidence on which those opportunities were 
based changes.

Regionalisation (Article 17) - The Council's 
general approach has been retained on this 
issue.

Fishing capacity management (Articles 34, 
34a, 35) - The Articles have been amended 
to seek to simplify and set down more clearly 
the obligations of the member states. The 
responsibility for transmitting action plans to 
the European Parliament was transferred to 
the Commission. The cross compliance 
requirements, linking the obligations for 
capacity management to the receipt of
financial assistance under the European 
Maritime and Fisheries Fund, have been 
revised.

Composition of Advisory Councils (Annex III 
point 2a) - A markets advisory council could 
be established. In addition, the representation 
of the fishing sector in advisory councils has 
been slightly reduced to 60%, reflecting the 
increased importance of other stakeholders 
for the sustainable management of fisheries 
at the regional level.

Expert Group on Compliance (Article 46a) -
An expert committee will be established to 

assess, facilitate and strengthen the 
implementation of the obligations under the 
EU fisheries control system. This reflects a 
request by the European Parliament to add 
centralised monitoring and transparency to 
the implementation of control measures.

Protected Areas (Article 7a) - The Council 
endorses the European Parliament's request 
for further work on protected areas, in 
particular biologically sensitive areas. The 
protection shall be based on Union acts, 
following Member State work to identify 
suitable areas and prepare those measures
through regional coordination.

This revised mandate will enable the 
Presidency to proceed with the negotiations 
process in order to finalise the reform of the 
CFP with the European Parliament and the 
Commission.

The Council reached agreement on a general 
approach on the basic provisions of the CFP 
on 26 February this year (11322/1/12). The 
European Parliament voted on its position at 
the plenary session on 6 February. This 
enabled negotiations to be launched between 
the Council, the Parliament and the 
Commission in mid-March.

Market regulation

Three trilogue discussions on market 
regulation have taken place since the end of 
February. At the last of these trilogues, held 
on 8 May 2013, an overall provisional 
agreement between the European Parliament 
and the Council was reached (while the 
Commission still maintains a reserve on 
some issues, including the use of delegated 
acts for production and marketing standards).

The first main outstanding issue was on 
mandatory consumer information on product 
marking and labelling (Articles 42 to 45). A 
tentative agreement was reached to enlarge 
the scope of mandatory information to include 
the gear type used in wild capture fisheries 
and to require a more detailed indication of 
the catch area. A list of gear types has still to 
be established at technical level. Concerning 
the designation of the catch area, a wider 
description will be allowed for long-distance
fleets operating for instance in the Pacific and 
the Indian Oceans. The Commission could 
not support the overall compromise since it 
did not maintain the mandatory "catch date" 
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and the more detailed information on 
preserved products from the Commission's 
proposal.

The other main outstanding issue concerned 
delegated and implementing acts (Articles 
18a (new), 24/25, 33/34, 41, 46). An 
agreement was reached, based on work by 
the legal services of the Parliament and the 
Council. The compromise retains a number of 
empowerments to the Commission for 
implementing acts, but not for delegated acts. 
Instead, it is planned that more detail will be 
provided in the regulation with regard to 
acknowledging producer organisations and 
with regard to production and marketing 
plans. The compromise would maintain 
existing marketing standards until they are 
replaced by successor standards using the 
legislative procedure. The Commission 
maintained its position in that it requests an 
empowerment for delegated acts on the 
content of production and marketing plans.

This provisional agreement with European 
Parliament is subject to further technical and 
legal scrutiny and subsequent endorsement 
by Coreper

North East Atlantic mackerel and changes 
in stock distribution

The United Kingdom asked the Commission 
to consider trade sanctions against Iceland
and the Faroe Islands concerning the 
management of the North East Atlantic 
mackerel stock and the Atlanto-Scandian 
herring.

Many member states supported the taking of 
such trade sanctions. However, ome 
delegations suggested exploring further 
possibilities to continue negotiations with 
Iceland and the Faroe Islands.

As regards the mackerel stock, before 
proposing trade sanctions to the Council, the 
Commission proposes first pursuing 
discussions with the new Icelandic 
government which came to power following 
the recent elections. But concerning the 
Faroe Islands' step of setting a unilateral 
quota for the Atlanto-Scandian herring, the 
Commission is ready to initiate trade 
measures.

Since 2008, there has been a recurring 
dispute on the management of the North-East 
Atlantic mackerel stock between the EU on 

one hand and Iceland and the Faroe Islands 
on the other. Iceland and the Faroe Islands 
have set unilateral fishing quotas, refusing 
previous sharing arrangements negotiated 
between the Coastal States (EU, Norway, 
Iceland, Faroe Islands). Furthermore, in 
March 2013 the Faroe Islands also set a 
unilateral quota for this year for Atlanto-
Scandian herring. Both fish stocks are 
important for a number of member states, 
including the United Kingdom, Ireland and
France.

A legal instrument on trade sanctions to 
tackle this type of situation was adopted by 
the Council and the European Parliament in 
September 2012.

Global Oceans Action Summit

Ministers were briefed by the Dutch 
delegation on a Global Oceans Action 
Summit for food security and blue growth, 
which will take place from 9 – 13 September 
2013 in The Hague (8916/13).

The main objectives of this summit are to:

· review action priorities to sustainably 
generate increased productivity for food 
security and for growth in the context of 
healthy oceans in a changing climate;

· showcase innovative project solutions and 
action partnerships amongst a wide range of 
stakeholders on replicable blue growth 
models for scaling-up action in: sustainable
fisheries and aquaculture; watershed, 
pollution and coastal habitat management; 
and coastal and maritime industries including 
tourism;

· mobilize investments from all sources for 
scaled-up action and transformational change 
including through the launch of a new 
Financial Mechanism;

· present a prototype Oceans Knowledge 
Portal to build partnerships and knowledge 
on solutions for blue growth;

· mobilize broad support for the optimal 
positioning of Oceans in the Post-2015
Sustainable Development Agenda.

http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/13/st08/st08916.en13.pdf
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EC NEWS
Press service  (News - Press service)

Inter-institutional dialogue progressing on 
CFP reform proposal 

(17/04/2013) Trialogues are under way 
between the European Parliament (EP), 
the Irish Presidency on behalf of the 
Council and the Commission, with a view 
to reaching agreement on the reform of 
the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP). Four 
meetings have taken place and four more 
are scheduled to follow, during April and 
May. 

Trialogues are organised as part of the co-
decision process in order to facilitate a 
compromise between the positions of the EP 
and the Council. They are key in bringing 
closer the positions of the institutions.

The first trialogues were used for a general 
appreciation of the proposal and exchange of 
views on the positions. In the upcoming 
meetings, the proposal will be reviewed again 
with the purpose to reach compromise 
agreements between the 'co-legislators', the 
EP and the Council. The Commission has a 
facilitating role. Trialogues are expected to 
pave the way for a political agreement before 
the end of the Irish Presidency. 

Continued progress in the negotiations 
for the renewal of the Protocol to the EU –
Seychelles Fishing Partnership 
Agreement (FPA)

(18/04/2013) The EU and the Seychelles 
met in Brussels on 15-17 April 2013, for 
the second round of negotiations to agree 
a new Protocol to the Fisheries 
Partnership Agreement, which expires in 
January 2014.

The Agreement with the Seychelles is the 
most significant tuna agreement in the Indian 
Ocean both in terms of the fishing 
opportunities it provides the EU and, in turn, 
the financial benefits derived by the 
Seychelles as a result of the EU fleet's 
activities in the region.

Given the Seychelles acts as a focal point for 
the operations of the EU fleet in the Indian 
Ocean, the protocol is of strategic importance 

to the EU which sees its relations with the 
Seychelles as being of leading importance in 
the region, especially in the context of 
fisheries. The EU continues to be a major 
partner for the Seychelles as the fishing 
activities of the EU fleet provide direct 
employment opportunities locally and thus 
generate direct benefits for the Seychelles 
and its wider economy.

The negotiations were conducted in an open 
and constructive atmosphere which enabled 
progress to be made towards the finalisation 
of the new Protocol and the conditions under 
which the EU fleet will be able to carry out its 
fishing activities in the Seychelles' waters.

Both sides emphasised the need for the new 
Protocol to provide continuity from the 
existing Agreement so that fishing activities 
could continue in the Seychelles EEZ without 
interruption or detrimental impact on either 
the EU Fleet or local economy.

It is likely that the negotiations will be 
concluded at the third round of talks to be 
held in the Seychelles on 9-10 May 2013, 
where the discussions will focus on the 
substantial issues relating to fishing 
opportunities and financial compensation.

Tools to develop a culture of compliance 
in a reformed CFP

(23/04/2013) The European Fisheries 
Control Agency has presented the new 
tools to develop a culture of compliance 
in a reformed Common Fisheries Policy at 
the European Parliament today. Indeed, in 
the context of the new policy being 
designed, the EFCA, within its mandate, is 
ready to contribute to the success of the 
new CFP and the key features of 
regionalisation and discard ban and 
develop the necessary tools. 

During 2013, while addressing its core tasks 
coordinating operational control activities in 
the European Union, the EFCA is focusing on 
new developments that shall enhance the 
culture of compliance and level playing field 
across the fisheries sector in Europe. In this 
regard, there are particular tools that will 
allow for new impetus towards this objective, 
ensuring that there is a level playing field 
across Europe and that fisheries control is 
done in the most cost-efficient way:

http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/index_en.htm
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•Regional Joint Deployment Plans (JDPs): 
The Agency applies its budgetary resources 
towards JDPs as the vehicle through which 
the Agency organises the deployment of the 
national human and material means of 
control and inspection pooled by the Member 
States. JDPs promote the cost-effective use 
of human and material resources of Member 
States in a coordinated way and the Agency 
has started to extend JDPs to cover regional, 
multispecies joint deployment plans (NEAFC, 
NAFO and Pelagic species in Western 
Waters). EFCA wishes to move to regional, 
multispecies and permanent fisheries in a 
very near future.
•Discard ban control strategies: The measure 
would be preferably implemented through the 
regional JDPs, enabling strategic decisions to 
be taken at steering group level, and then 
EFCA can help monitor it effectively. 
Depending on the characteristics of the 
fishery, different methods could be applied 
and available tools would be used and tested.
•Cost-effectiveness and Compliance 
evaluation Focus Groups: Two focus groups 
have been set up to evaluate compliance and 
cost effectiveness in control operations.
•Core curriculum: The near completion of a 
core curriculum for the training of the 
fisheries inspectorate of the Member States 
for the first time ever will contribute to and 
apply the Common Fisheries Policy 
effectively and in a uniform manner.
•EFCA ICT Systems: They are designed to 
complement individual national systems. 
These are unique systems developed by the 
Agency and made available to Member 
States to support control of the CFP at the 
EU level. These electronic tools allow for a 
continuous real time exchange of data and 
intelligence, thereby restricting the 
possibilities for the manipulation of 
information and helping in limiting non-
compliant behaviour.
"EFCA model has been successful in 
improving compliance through the 
coordination of actions and assets. The 5 
year external evaluation of the EFCA 
confirmed the relevance, efficiency, and 
effectiveness of its activities," said Pascal 
Savouret, EFCA Executive Director. "The 
EFCA, in its coordination and assistance role, 
will be a strong driver of compliance."

New Protocol to EU – Gabon Fisheries 
Partnership Agreement

(25/04/2013) The European Union and 
Gabon initialled on 24 April a new 
Protocol to the EU-Gabon Fisheries 
Partnership Agreement. 

The duration of the Protocol will be 3 years 
and will allow the European fleet to fish in the 
waters of Gabon after more than one year of 
interruption of fishing activities further to the 
expiration of the previous protocol on 2 
December 2011.

The Protocol provides the EU with fishing 
opportunities for tuna and other highly 
migratory species for 27 purse seiners and 8 
pole and line vessels, based on a reference 
tonnage of 20 000 tons. In return, the EU will 
pay Gabon an annual compensation of € 1 
350 000, out of which € 450 000 is 
earmarked to support the fisheries policy of 
Gabon. European vessel owners's fees will 
be increased. Sectoral support has been 
significantly increased in relation to the 
previous Protocol expired in 2011, with the 
aim in particular of supporting the new 
Gabonese strategic plan for better fisheries 
governance, protection of resources and 
control in its waters named “the Blue Gabon”.

This Protocol will reinforce cooperation 
between the two parties, especially in their 
fight against IUU fishing. Control of fishing 
activities and catch reporting will be improved 
thanks to the use of the Electronic Reporting 
System (ERS – Electronic logbooks), in 
addition to the Vessels Monitoring System 
(VMS). 

Both parties committed to fully respect all 
Recommendations made by the International 
Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic 
Tunas (ICCAT). In line with the reform of the 
EU Common Fisheries Policy, the Protocol 
also includes a clause on the respect of 
human rights.

Commission calls for cooperation to 
boost sustainable aquaculture in Europe
Press release - Brussels, 29 April 2013

To boost the development of EU aquaculture, 
the European Commission has issued 
strategic guidelines, thereby cooperating with 
Member States and stakeholders in 
overcoming the challenges facing the sector. 
The EU aquaculture sector has a significant 
growth potential and can help to spare 
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overexploited sea resources. The Guidelines 
presented today will help coordinate efforts 
across all Member States. They do not create 
new legal obligations, but present a series of 
voluntary steps that Member States, the 
Commission, and stakeholders can take to 
promote an industry that is economically, 
socially and environmentally sustainable and 
provides consumers with healthy, high-quality 
seafood. 

As outlined in the reform of the Common 
Fisheries Policy – currently under negotiation 
- the aquaculture industry can help fill the gap 
between an ever growing consumption of 
seafood and dwindling fish stocks. In fact, it 
can provide a viable alternative to overfishing 
and generate growth and jobs in both coastal 
and inland areas. In other parts of the world 
the industry is booming. Globally, in the EU it 
is stagnating, partly because of slow licensing 
procedures and administrative inefficiencies 
at different levels. 

“Today, obtaining a licence for a new farm 
can take up to three years, which obviously 
deters investors” said European 
Commissioner for Maritime Affaires and 
Fisheries Maria Damanaki. "I want to work 
with Member States to cut red tape and help 
the competitiveness of this sector building 
upon the high level of consumer and 
environmental protection we currently have". 

The Commission, in close consultation with 
a l l  stakeholders, has identified four main 
challenges facing the aquaculture sector: a 
necessity to reduce red tape and 
uncertainties for operators; a need to 
facilitate access to space and water; a 
requirement to increase the sector's 
competitiveness; and a need to improve the 
level playing field by exploiting the 
competitive edge of "made-in-the-EU" fish 
products.

The guidelines address these challenges and 
identify a mix of measures like administrative 
simplification, spatial planning, market 
organisation, diversification, better labelling 
and information, to help market forces unlock 
the potential of the EU aquaculture sector. 
For example:

•the Commission will coordinate an exercise 
in identifying best practices to reduce 

licensing times to start new aquaculture 
businesses 

•the Commission is promoting an integrated 
approach to spatial planning that will help 
guaranteeing fish farmers proper access to 
space and water while minimizing impact on 
the environment and on other economic 
activities. 

•European aquaculture offers top-quality 
products which comply with the highest 
standards for consumer health, environment 
protection and animal welfare. This carries 
cost implications for producers, but proper 
information on the products' quality, such as 
labelling, can turn it into a competitive 
advantage and improve consumers' 
perception.

Next step

The strategic guidelines are linked to the 
proposed reform of the Common Fisheries 
Policy (CFP) which aims to promote 
aquaculture through a so-called 'open 
method of coordination'. On the basis of 
these guidelines, and without prejudice to the 
outcome of the negotiations on the CFP 
reform, Member States will prepare their 
Multiannual national strategic plans, taking 
into consideration each country's specific 
starting conditions, challenges and potential. 
The Commission will help coordinating 
activities and exchanging best practices and 
in providing further guidance on how to 
reconcile, in practice, economic activities with 
EU legislation. 

Background

In 2010, the value of EU aquaculture 
production was € 3.1 billion for 1.26 million 
tons of production. This corresponds to about 
2% of global aquaculture production. EU 
aquaculture production has stagnated in the 
last decade, while other areas – in particular 
Asia – have seen a very fast growth of the 
sector. 

Today, 10% of the EU seafood consumption 
comes from aquaculture, 25% from EU 
fisheries and 65% from imports from third 
countries (including both fisheries and 
aquaculture); the gap between consumption 
and production of our capture fisheries has 
been steadily growing in the last years, and 
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aquaculture can help filling it. Each 
percentage point of current EU consumption 
produced internally through aquaculture 
could help create between 3,000 and 4,000 
full-time jobs.

The control campaign of the blue fin tuna 
kicks off

For the sixth year, the European Fisheries 
Control Agency (EFCA) coordinates the Joint 
Deployment Plan (JDP) for the Blue Fin Tuna 
fishery in the Mediterranean Sea and the 
Eastern Atlantic waters for 2013. Under this 
JDP, Member States pool their control and 
inspection means, both material and human, 
in order to carry out jointly control, inspection 
and surveillance of fishery activities both at 
sea and ashore. All these activities are 
coordinated by a team of national 
coordinators and EFCA coordinators based in 
the premises of the EFCA. 

The joint control, inspection and surveillance 
activities carried out under the JDP are 
coordinated by a special Technical Joint 
Deployment Group (TJDG) consisting of 
national coordinators and EFCA's own 
coordinators which is based in the EFCA 
premises in Vigo during the duration of the 
fishing campaign. The TJDG decides both 
the overall inspection and surveillance 
strategy and issues daily recommendations 
for control, inspection and surveillance 
activities by national and EU means, on the 
basis of the daily data and information 
received by national enforcement authorities 
and from ICCAT (International Commission 
for the Conservation of Atlantic Tuna).

The plan bringing together the European 
Commission, Member States and the EFCA, 
counts on the resources of the seven 
Member States involved in the fishery -
Cyprus, France, Greece, Italy, Malta, 
Portugal and Spain–. Croatia will participate 
to the JDP from the 1 July 2013, date of its 
accession to the European Union, and a 
national expert will participate as observer to 
the TJDG in June. Inspection and 
surveillance at sea is carried both in EU 
waters and international waters and applies 
to EU and non-EU vessels. 

In 2013, Member States and the EFCA are 
mobilising six high seas patrol vessels, 
twenty two coastal patrol vessels and eleven 

aerial patrol means to ensure that the 
management measures of the Bluefin Tuna 
recovery plan are respected. In total, 179 
days of sea activity, 159 days of ashore 
activity and 184 flight hours are scheduled to 
take place throughout the campaign.

The EFCA also carried out several trainings 
directed to prepare the EU fisheries 
inspectors that will be deployed during the 
campaign. A seminar for national inspector 
trainers was organized in Split (Croatia) and 
assistance is being provided to Cyprus, Italy, 
Malta and France for their national training 
sessions. EFCA organised additionally a 
specific training for inspectors deployed 
during the on-going BFT campaign on board 
patrol vessels.

At its annual meeting (Agadir, November 
2012) the ICCAT adopted a recommendation 
with new provisions for the bluefin tuna 
Recovery Plan. These provisions included 
that the stereo video recording pilot project 
that was introduced in 2011 will remain a pilot 
project for transfers of fish at sea, but it will 
be compulsory at the caging operations.

New Fisheries Protocol EU – Seychelles 

(13/05/2013) The European Union and the 
Republic of the Seychelles initialed on 10 
May a new Protocol to the EU-Seychelles 
Fisheries Partnership Agreement. 

The duration of the Protocol will be 6 years 
and will allow the European fleet to continue 
its fishing activities uninterrupted in the 
waters of the Seychelles when the current 
Protocol expires on 17 January 2014.

The conclusion of these negotiations, 
guarantees the long-term continuity of the 
most significant tuna agreement for the EU in 
the Indian Ocean, both in terms of the fishing 
opportunities it provides the EU fleet and, in 
turn, the financial benefits derived by the 
Seychelles as a result of the EU fleet's 
activities in the region.

The Protocol provides the EU with fishing 
opportunities for tuna and other highly 
migratory species for 40 purse seiners and 6 
long- line vessels, based on a reference 
tonnage of 50 000 tons. In return, the EU will 
pay the Seychelles, for the first two years, an 
annual compensation of € 5 350 000, out of 
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which € 2 600 000 is earmarked to support 
the fisheries policy of the Seychelles. For the 
remaining 4 years, the EU will pay an annual 
amount of € 5 000 000, out of which € 2 500 
000 will annually be provided for sectoral 
support. Furthermore, the European vessel 
owners’ fees will be increased, which is fully 
in line with the reform of the EU Common 
Fisheries Policy, where industry has been 
called to pay a fair and commensurate level 
of fees for the resource it exploits.

The EU sectoral support has provided 
significant developments, both in terms of 
infrastructure improvement, notably through 
the completion of a new fishing quay, and 
various other developments to help the semi-
industrial fishing fleet in the Seychelles.

This Protocol will reinforce cooperation 
between the two parties, especially in their 
fight against illegal, unreported and 
unregulated fishing (IUU). Control of fishing 
activities and catch reporting will be improved 
due to the agreement to the use of Electronic 
Reporting System (ERS – Electronic 
logbooks), in addition to the Vessels 
Monitoring System (VMS). This will greatly 
enhance the reliability in the reporting of 
catches and the provision of accurate 
scientific data to be used in the development 
of stock evaluations.

Both parties committed to fully respect all 
Recommendations made by the Indian 
Ocean Tuna Organisation (IOTC) and to re-
enforce co-operation in this organisation, 
both to the mutual benefit of the EU and the 
Seychelles, but also in the wider context of 
the region as a whole.

Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) 
17th Annual Meeting (6 – 10 May 2013, 
Grande Baie, Mauritius)

(13/05/2013) The Indian Ocean Tuna 
Commission (IOTC), the Regional 
Fisheries Management Organisation 
responsible for managing tuna and tuna 
like species in the Indian Ocean, 
concluded its annual plenary session on 
Friday 10 May 2013 in Grande Baie, 
Mauritius, after five days of discussions, 
which were preceded by three meeting 
days dedicated to compliance issues. 

The results of the meeting are welcomed by 
the European Commission, in particular due 
to the adoption of a number of new 
conservation and management measures. In 
total four EU proposals were adopted and the 
EU also collaborated extensively on 
compromise proposals tabled by other 
Members, showing the proactive and 
constructive role of the EU in the IOTC.

The adopted Resolutions demonstrate the 
clear progress of the organisation, for 
instance  with the ground breaking resolution 
on the establishment of interim target and 
limit reference points and a decision 
framework regarding the development  and 
assessment of harvest control rules which 
allows the IOTC to envisage further potential 
management measures on tuna and tuna-like 
stocks in the light of more robust advice from 
the Scientific Committee.

Other decisions adopted by the IOTC 
included a resolution on a process for 
evaluating the implementation of 
management measures for albacore 
proposed by the EU, a resolution on the 
protection of Oceanic Whitetip sharks, also 
proposed by the EU, a resolution on a 
discard ban for tropical tunas caught by purse 
seine vessels, and a revision of the resolution 
on the establishment of management plans 
for fisheries using fish aggregating devices 
(FADs), which was co-proposed by the EU, 
and introduces the use of log books to ensure 
better data collection.

The adoption of a Statement on piracy 
reconfirms the unambiguous message of the 
IOTC to the international community on the 
serious issue of piracy in the West Indian 
Ocean.

Despite the success of the meeting and the 
positive direction of travel of the IOTC, the 
meeting also served to highlight the 
challenges ahead for 2014 and beyond. For 
instance, compliance and capacity building of 
IOTC coastal developing States remains a 
main challenge with members now having 60 
days to formally reply to issues identified at 
the meeting in relation to the tracking of catch 
data. Elsewhere, and despite the adoption of 
one EU shark proposal, there is still progress 
to be made on the protection of the most 
vulnerable shark species.
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Following the rejection of an EU proposal for 
a catch certification scheme to ensure an 
effective control of the movements of catches 
to reduce or eliminate trade in fish and fish 
products derived from illegal, unregulated 
and unreported fishing the EU intends to 
revisit the issue with a view to starting 
structured and constructive discussions on 
the issue at the 2014 plenary session. This 
work will follow a similar approach to the one 
taken in the Western Central Pacific Fisheries 
Commission (WCPFC) and the International 
Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic 
Tunas (ICCAT).

Members were also asked to continue 
reflecting on ways to make the IOTC more 
effective, including a modernization of its 
basic Agreement to bring it in line with the 
principles for fisheries management set out in 
the UN New York Fish Stocks Agreement, 
and to address the aspects concerning the 
institutional l i n k s  with the Food and 
Agriculture Organisation (FAO). This process 
will be combined with intercessional work to 
launch the next performance review of the 
IOTC from 2014.

Background: 

The Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) 
is an intergovernmental organization 
mandated to manage tuna and tuna-like 
species in the Indian Ocean and adjacent 
seas. The objective of the Commission is to 
promote cooperation among its members 
with a view to ensuring, through appropriate 
management, the conservation and 
optimising the utilisation of stocks in the area 
and encouraging sustainable development of 
fisheries based on such stocks.

The members of IOTC are Australia, 
Maldives, Belize, Mauritius, China, 
Mozambique, Comoros, Oman, Eritrea, 
Pakistan, European Union, Philippines, 
France, Seychelles, Guinea, Sierra Leone, 
India, Sri Lanka, Indonesia, Sudan, Iran, 
Tanzania, Japan, Thailand, Kenya, United 
Kingdom, Korea, Vanuatu, Madagascar, 
Yemen, and Malaysia.

EU to propose further improvement of 
fisheries management and conservation 
in the Mediterranean and Black Seas

(13/05/2013) The General Fisheries 
Commission for the Mediterranean 
(GFCM) is meeting for its Annual session 
in Split, Croatia until 18 May 2013. 

The EU has decided to table three proposals 
in line with scientific advice for the area: a 
management plan for the whole Adriatic 
region, and measures to deal with overfishing 
and fishing for juveniles in most areas falling 
within the GFCM's competence. A further 
specific proposal to enhance the 
management of fisheries in the Black Sea will 
also be put forward.

Maria Damanaki, European Commissioner 
for Fisheries and Maritime Affairs stated that : 
"This is a very clear signal the EU is sending 
to all our partners in the area. We are serious 
about conservation and about international 
cooperation. We are ready to work with 
everybody in the region and we feel GFCM is 
the appropriate body to foster such 
cooperation."

The EU will also propose to launch a reform 
process of the organisation, to promote 
actions and initiatives to foster a level playing 
field in the area and to enhance cooperation 
among Mediterranean and Black sea states 
to in the fight against illegal, unreported and 
unregulated fishing.

The GFCM is a Regional Fisheries 
Management Organisation for the 
Mediterranean and Black Sea and connecting 
waters. It has 24 members, including the EU 
and 9 EU member states (Bulgaria, Cyprus, 
France, Greece, Italy, Malta, Romania, 
Slovenia, and Spain). Croatia is also a GFCM 
member. Japan, Russia, Georgia and 
Ukraine are observers.

A European Maritime Day on sustainable 
maritime tourism and connectivity 
Press release - Brussels, 17 May 2013

Coastal development and sustainable 
maritime tourism are the focus themes of this 
year's edition of European Maritime Day. For 
two days in Valletta, Malta, experts from all 
maritime sectors and from all over Europe will 
discuss how to drive the tourism industry 
forward and maintain its position not only as 
a sector for sustainable growth, but also as a 
crucial driver for the wider economy and a 
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key contributor to the EU's Blue Growth 
agenda. 

Every year on May 20 'maritime Europe' is 
celebrated within the European Union to 
showcase the importance of the seas and 
oceans for our everyday life. The European 
Maritime Day conference is now the place 
where stakeholders from all maritime sectors 
meet and discuss opportunities and 
challenges for the maritime regions and 
sectors across Europe. The theme for this 
year's conference is "Coastal development 
and sustainable maritime tourism: an 
investment for blue growth". 

Tourism is the largest sector of the maritime 
industry, providing employment for 2.35 
million people and producing over €100bn 
value added to the EU economy every year. 
Crucially, the sector has remained 
remarkably resilient over the last few difficult 
years and continues to offer employment 
opportunities in coastal regions which are 
often isolated and which may not have 
extensive economic activities elsewhere. But 
seasonality and a lack of new, innovative 
concepts keep it from delivering its full 
potential in terms of growth and jobs. 

The 6th edition of European Maritime Day will 
explore the road towards innovative and 
sustainable forms of tourism. Discussions will 
feed into a Communication by the European 
Commission on Coastal and Maritime 
Tourism scheduled for later this year. Issues 
specific to islands, such as connectivity and 
mobility, will also be at the heart of the 
Conference, while specific working groups 
will be devoted to the future of the cruise 
sector, marine and coastal management and 
the economic development of the 
Mediterranean Sea basin.

Dr Edward Zammit-Lewis, the Maltese 
Parliamentary Secretary for Competitiveness 
and Economic Growth will kick off these 
celebrations on Sunday 19 May, with several 
public events in and around Valletta 
showcasing the diversity of the sea: maritime 
research, threats to the marine environment, 
fishing, shipping, ports, marine national 
parks, energy and so on. Most of the events 
happening on the 19th and 20th May are free 
of charge.

On May 21, the conference will be opened by
high-level keynote speakers including Ms 
Maria Damanaki, European Commissioner 
for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries, Mr. 
Karmenu Vella, Maltese Minister for Tourism, 
Dr Chris Cardona, Malta's Minister for the 
Economy, Investment and Small Business, 
and Ms Catharina Elmsäter–Svärd, Swedish 
Minister of Infrastructure. The other plenary 
sessions will be chaired by politicians, 
experts and CEOs and will discuss current 
challenges and opportunities for the maritime 
economy and for Blue Growth. The day will 
end with a concert by internationally 
renowned tenor Joseph Calleja.

May 22 is Stakeholders' Day: 19 different 
workshops on as many with topics, for all 
conference participants to pick and choose. A 
wide range of policy initiatives related to seas 
and oceans will be discussed. Exhibition 
booths will also be set up at the venue and 
exhibitors will showcase the seas and oceans 
and the possibilities they offer. More events 
are being held all over Europe.

European Maritime Day is a unique 
opportunity to gather the whole maritime 
community in one place, take stock of 
progress and focus minds on ideas and 
priorities ahead. 

Background

The 6th edition of the European Maritime Day 
Conference will be held in Valletta (Malta) on 
21 and 22 May 2013. It is organised by the 
European Commission (Directorate General 
for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries) in 
partnership with the Maltese Ministry for the 
Economy, Investment and Small Business, 
and the Maltese Ministry for Tourism. 

Maria Damanaki, European Commissioner 
for Fisheries and Maritime Affairs, Mr 
Karmenu Vella, Maltese Minister for Tourism 
and Dr Chris Cardona, Maltese Minister for 
Economy, Investment and Small Business 
will join other European ministers and 
personalities at the Conference. 

European Maritime Day was created by a 
tripartite declaration by the Presidents of the 
European Commission, the European 
Parliament and the Council of the EU on 20 
May 2008. It is celebrated every year on and 
around 20 May and aims to raise the visibility 
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of Maritime Europe. The previous editions of 
European Maritime Day were held in 
Brussels (2008), Rome (2009), Gijon (2010), 
Gdansk (2011) and Gothenburg (2012) 
respectively. 

More information

Commission announces possible 
measures against the Faroe Islands over 
herring fisheries
Press release - Brussels, 17 May 2013

The European Commission has notified the 
fisheries authorities of the Faroe Islands of its 
intention to adopt measures in support of the 
sustainability of herring fisheries shared with 
the Faroe Islands. This notification is a 
preliminary step which aims at giving the 
Faroe Islands an opportunity to be heard in 
advance. The measures may include 
restrictions in the imports of herring and 
associated species fished by Faroese 
interests and restrictions on the access of 
Faroese vessels in EU harbours except for 
safety reasons.

The stock of Atlanto-Scandian herring is 
fished by Norway, the Russian Federation, 
Iceland, the Faroe Islands and the European 
Union with management measures 
commonly set up through consultation among 
these countries. The Faroe Islands withdrew 
from the consultations on the management of 
the stock for 2013 and announced that they 
would set up an autonomous quota at a level 

145% higher than their 2012 quota. This was 
set against a context in which all other parties 
to the fishery had agreed to reduce their 
quotas by 26% for conservation reasons.

By this action, the sustainability of the stock 
is highly compromised and its recovery 
possibilities largely diminished. This 
Commiss ion action aims to ensure 
sustainability to avoid a collapse of the stock 
which would mean that many fishermen and 
their families would lose their income. The 
action is based on Regulation (EU) No 
1026/2012, which foresees the adoption of 
measures against countries that fail to 
cooperate with the EU in the management of 
stocks of common interest and adopt 
management measures that put fish stocks at 
risk.

The Faroe Islands is a self-governed territory 
within the Danish Realm and is not part of the 
European Union. 

EP/PRESS SERVICE (FISHERIES)
(News - Press service)

no news

http://ec.europa.eu/maritimeday
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/en/pressroom/topic/Agriculture-and-fisheries
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/en/pressroom/topic/Agriculture-and-fisheries


THE TRAWLER 18 MAY 2013

MEETINGS OF THE REGIONAL ADVISORY COUNCILS

Date RAC Type Place Main issues

11-12/06/2013 BSRAC WG Copenhagen
WG on fishing 
opportunities 
2014

12/06/2013 NSRAC WG London
Spatial Planning 
Working Group 
(tcb)

18/06/2013 NSRAC ExCom Brussels ExCom

25/06/2013 SWWRAC WG Amsterdam Pêche 
traditionnelle

01/07/2013 PELRAC ExCom Amsterdam ExCom
02-03/07/2013 PELRAC WG I and II Amsterdam WG I and II

03/07/2013 NWWRAC WG tbc
Presentation of 
ICES advice 
and focus group

09/07/2013 NSRAC WG London Demersal WG
(tbc)

16/07/2013 SWWRAC WG Paris

Groupe AH sur 
les plans de 
gestion du Golf 
de Gascongne

17/07/2013 SWWRAC WG Paris

Journée sur 
l'amelioration de 
avis 
scientifiques

18/07/2013 SWWRAC ExCom+GA Paris
Assemblée 
Générale et 
Comité Exécutif

19/07/2013 NWWRAC WG London Nephrops focus 
group

23/07/2013 NWWRAC WG Dublin 4 WG
18/09/2013 NWWRAC ExCom+GA Dublin ExCom+GA
7-8/10/2013 NSRAC ExCom+GA Copenhagen ExCom+GA

10/10/2013 MEDRAC ExCom Palermo Pelagic fishes 
(BFT/ SWO)

06/11/2013 MEDRAC ExCom Rome ExCom
07/11/2013 MEDRAC ExCom Rome ExCom

Abbreviations:

- NWW RAC: North Western Waters Regional Advisory Council (link)

- SWW RAC: South Western Waters Regional Advisory Council (link)

- NS RAC: North Sea Regional Advisory Council (link)

- MED RAC: Regional Advisory Council for the Mediterranean (link)

- LD RAC: Long Distance Fleet Regional Advisory Council (link)

- BS RAC: Baltic Sea Regional Advisory Council (link)

- PEL RAC: Pelagic Regional Advisory Council (link)

- MIRAC: ICES/RAC meeting

- GA: General Assembly, EXCOM: Executive Committee, WG: Working Group, FG: Focus ·Group

http://nwwrac.org/
http://www.ccr-s.eu/
http://www.nsrac.org/
http://www.racmed.eu/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=11&Itemid=11
http://ldrac.eu/
http://www.bsrac.org/
http://www.pelagic-rac.org/
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MAIN INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS AND EVENTS

Norway/Coastal States/NEAFC/Russian Federation

Date Organisation Type of meeting Venue

28-29-
30/05/2013

NEAFC WG on blue whiting 
distribution Multilateral London

11-14/06/2013
Coastal State consultations 
on blue whiting and ash (Long 
Term Management Plans)

Multilateral tbc

19-20/06/2013 EU/Norway – Skagerrak WG 
on herring Bilateral Norway

tbc Joint Baltic Sea Fisheries 
Committee Bilateral Brussels

10-12/09/2013 EU/Norway – revision of 
LTMPs – cod & herring Bilateral tbc

17-19/09/2013 EU/Russian Federation –
Rockall haddock Bilateral Moscow (tbc)

tbc Joint Baltic Sea Fisheries 
Committee Bilateral Brussels

REGIONAL FISHERIES ORGANISATIONS AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS

Date Organisation Type of meeting Venue

June
2-14 IATTC 84th Annual Meeting Veracruz, Mexico
10-14 UN State Parties to the 

UNCLOS New York, USA

17-20 UN Informal Consultative 
Process New York, USA

04-07 NASCO Annual Meeting Ireland
26-28 ICCAT West Bluefin Tuna 

Working Group Montreal, Canada

July
07-09 ICCAT Working Group on 

Integrated Monitoring 
Measures (IMM)

Sapporo, Japan

10-12 ICCAT First of the Working 
Group on Convention 
Amendment 

Sapporo, Japan

15-16 CCAMLR Extraordinary Meeting Bremerhaven, 
Germany

15-26 ISBA 19th  Annual Session Kingston, Jamaica
tbc NAFO WG Ecosystem 

Approach & WG 
CPRS

Halifax, Canada

August
19-23 UN BBNJ ad hoc Working 

Group New York

27-30 WCPFC Working Group 
Tropical Tuna Tokyo, Japan
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FISHERIES PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENTS

JOINT COMMITTEE MEETING NEGOTIATION
COUNTRY

EXPIRATION DATE 
OF CURRENT 
PROTOCOL Date Location

Estimated date and 
place for starting 

negotiation

Morocco 21/12/2011 Started on 8/11/12 in 
Rabat

Mauritania 31/07/2014 19-20/02 2013 Paris
Guinea 
Bissau

No protocol in 
force Last: 10/02/2012

M
IX

E
D

 A
G

R
E

E
M

E
N

TS

Greenland 31/12/2015 November 2013 Brussels

Cape-Verde 31/08/2014
Last:                   
27-29/08/2012
Next: March 2013 

Cape-Verde

Ivory Coast 30/06/2013 25/09/2012 Abidjan

Gabon No protocol in 
force

Started 13-14 Oct 
2011, 4st round 
Brussels 22-24 April 
2013W

E
S

T 
A

FR
IC

A

São Tomé 
and Principe 12/05/2014 2-4/02/2013

postponed São Tomé December 2013 -
Brussels

Comoros 31/12/2013 (tbc) Brussels 4-5 April 2013

Madagascar 31/12/2012 September 2013
(tbc) Brussels (tbc)

Mauritius No protocol in 
force May 2013 (tbc) tbc

Mozambique 31/01/2015 September 2013 Brussels (tbc)

IN
D

IA
N

 O
C

E
A

N

Seychelles 17/01/2014 4-5 March 2013 Seychelles

6 March 2013
15-17 April 2013
Next round: 9-10 May 
2013 (Seychelles)

Kiribati 15/09/2015 September/ 
October 2013 Brussels (tbc)

Micronesia No protocol in 
forceP

A
C

IF
IC

Solomon 
Islands

No protocol in 
force
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COMPOSITION OF THE FISHERIES COMMITTEE

BUREAU

Chair: Mr Gabriel MATO ADROVER
1st Vice-Chair Mr Struan STEVENSON 3rd Vice-Chair Mr Guido MILANA
2nd Vice-Chair Mr Alain CADEC 4th Vice-Chair Mr Nils TORVALDS

COORDINATORS

EPP Mr Antonello ANTINORO ECR Mr Marek Józef GRÓBARCZYK
S&D Ms Ulrike RODUST GUE/NGL Mr João FERREIRA
ALDE Mr Pat the Cope GALLAGHER EFD Mr John Stuart AGNEW
Greens/EFA Mrs Isabella LÖVIN

COMMITTEE ON FISHERIES
FULL MEMBERS

COMMITTEE ON FISHERIES
SUBSTITUTE MEMBERS

AGNEW John Stuart UK EFD BESSET Jean-Paul FR Greens/EFA
ANTINORO Antonello IT EPP BILBAO BARANDICA Izaskun ES ALDE
ARSENIS Kriton GR S&D BONSIGNORE Vito IT EPP

CADEC Alain FR EPP CAPOULAS SANTOS Luis 
Manuel  PT S&D

DAVIES Chris UK ALDE CHRISTENSEN Ole DK S&D
FERREIRA João PT GUE/NGL COTTIGNY Jean-Louis FR S&D
FRAGA ESTEVEZ Carmen ES EPP DODDS Diane UK NI
GALLAGHER Pat the Cope IE ALDE GIRLING Julie UK ECR
GARCÍA-HIERRO 
CARABALLO Dolores ES S&D HARMS Rebecca DE Greens/EFA

GRÓBARCZYK Marek Józef PL ECR HIGGINS Jim IE EPP
HUDGHTON Ian UK Greens/EFA LE HYARIC Patrick FR GUE/NGL
IOTOVA Iliana Malinova BG S&D LYON George UK ALDE
KUHN Werner DE EPP MATERA Barbara IT PPE
LE PEN Jean-Marie FR NI MEISSNER Gesine DE ALDE
LÖVIN Isabella SE Greens/EFA MIRANDA Ana ES Greens/EFA
MATO ADROVER Gabriel ES EPP NICULESCU Rareş-Lucian RO EPP
MILANA Guido IT S&D NILSSON Jens SE S&D
PATRAO NEVES Maria do 
Céu PT EPP NITRAS Slawomir Witold PL EPP

RIVELLINI Crescenzio IT EPP PIRILLO Mario IT S&D
RODUST Ulrike DE S&D ROSBACH Anna DA ECR
ROMEVA I RUEDA Raül ES Greens/EFA SALAVRAKOS Nikolaos GR EFD
STEVENSON Struan UK ECR SANCHEZ PRESEDO Antolin ES S&D
THOMAS Isabelle FR S&D TSOUKALAS Ioannis GR EPP
TORVALDS Nils SV ALDE
WALESA Jaroslaw Leszek PL EPP

COMMITTEE ON FISHERIES SECRETARIAT

Telephone: 42497 (BXL) 77002 (STR)
E-mail: pech-secretariat@ep.europa.eu
Fax: 44909 76769
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NEXT FISHERIES COMMITTEE MEETINGS

 Monday, 17 June 15h00-18h30 
 Tuesday, 18 June 9h00-12h30 and 15h-18h30 

 Wednesday, 10 July 9h00-12h30 and 15h-18h30

 Thursday, 5 September 15h00-18h30 
9h00-12h30 and 15h-18h30 

 Wednesday, 18 September 9h00-12h30 and 15h-18h30 

 Thursday, 3 October 9h00-12h30 

 Monday, 14 October 15h-18h30 

 Thursday, 17 October 9h00-12h30
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