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 “Standards and the cloud”, ETSI contribution 

ETSI1  is a child of EU policy-making: it was created in 1988 by a MoU between the 

European Commission and CEPT (European Conference of Posts & Telecoms 

Administrations) with the objective to develop a 2nd generation standard for mobile 

communications (2G) in Europe and contribute with this to the construction of the 

“digital single market” –even if it wasn’t called that way then. 

25 years later, ETSI’s has grown global in its membership with 750+ members from 

industry, administrations, research and academia from EU, Americas, Asia-Pac, MEA, 

who contribute directly to produce ICT standards.   

ETSI standards are implemented worldwide in domains such as mobile communications 

(today 3GPP/4G, LTE…), radio standards, machine-to-machine (Internet of Things), 

connected TV, smart cards, intelligent transports, security, etc. In its daily operations, 

ETSI works in most cases in partnership with standards organizations and industry 

forums across the globe. 

The European Commission identified in its Communications 3 stumbling blocks (or key 

areas) to the “Unleashing (of) the potential of cloud computing in Europe” 

 

 The legal Framework 

 Contractual issues 

 A « jungle of standards » 

  

Regarding the latter EC Communication tasked ETSI to “coordinate with stakeholders 

(…) to identify by 2013 a detailed map of the necessary standards inter alia for 

security, interoperability, data portability and reversibility”. 

 

The way the problem is posed to ETSI highlights a series of points we would like to make 

today WRT standards and the cloud. 

 

1. No clean slate  

 

Many standards and implementations are already on the market (enterprise or consumer 

markets), and many are currently under development. 
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 “backward compatibility” (life on life’s terms) 

coordination more than (or before) production  

 (engineer) interoperability ex-post 

ETSI major asset: CTI (Centre for Testing & Interoperability) 

 

 

2. A layer cake 

 

Cloud schematically involves standards for connectivity, service provision (including 

SLAs) and business processes (commercial deals). The raison d’être of standards is to 

enable interoperability. In the cloud (not the only case), this means a “layer cake” 

approach with each layer interacting with that above and below.  In addition, some 

features are “across the stack”, e.g. security. 

 

 nobody can do it alone/cooperation-coordination with the relevant standards 

producers/technology providers 

 

 

3. Support a series of identified use cases, including policy objectives 

 

Use cases, business cases and policy objectives drive the show. Not technology, not 

standards. 

 

gather requirements, the tricky part  

public and private sectors on a par level 

Global standards/regional requirements? 

 

 

4. How ETSI is tackling this: “Cloud Standards Coordination” 

 

The plan (started in Dec 2012) 

 

 Coordination of stakeholders 

 Open and inclusive (standard organizations, user associations, admins, research 

etc) 

 Standards mapping in support of EU policy objectives 

 Global (US –NIST- and Japan –GICTF) 

 If production: feedback loop with stakeholders, MSP (ICT Multi Stakeholder 

Platform) 

 Timing: delivery of a rough sketch mid 2013, final deliverable end year 

 Involvement of ETSI membership ++ 

 



 

 

Execution 

 

 Web platform + electronic working 

 3 working groups + a reference group (coordination) 

 Sequential work 

 250+ participants 

 Deliverables WG 1 and 2 ready- to be “plugged into” WG3 (ongoing) 

 On time, on track 

 

Intermediate take-aways 

 

Cloud Standards coordination is no hard science, we are “proving the movement by 

walking” (and learning along the way) 

 

Political signal (EC request)  a critical “initiating” factor 

 

CSC contributes to putting EU on global map of standards for Cloud beneficial to ETSI 

members and CSC stakeholders, and EU competitiveness as well.  

 

Standards coordination probably applies in other areas (end-to-end standards on a clean 

sheet are 20th century), in particular in “converging” areas. 
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