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Social housing: a productive investment, say MEPs

Investing in the social housing sector may contribute to the European effort to 
combat the crisis, stressed MEPs in a resolution adopted on Tuesday. 

"Decent housing is one of the main concerns of European citizens. Several EU 
households face excess housing costs, at a level of more than 40% of their available 
income. Having a sufficient supply of social housing helps to reduce the impact of 
phenomena such as property bubbles. Furthermore, investing in social housing means 
boosting construction and renovation sectors and the opportunity to create green jobs ", 
said the rapporteur, Karima Delli (Greens/EFA, FR) during the debate preceding the 
vote. 

The resolution was adopted with 353 votes in favour, 151 against and 189 abstentions.

A European framework on social housing

Social housing may not be seen only as expenditure but as productive investment, too, 
since it creates jobs, underlined MEPs. The resolution calls on the Commission to set out 
a European social housing action framework to ensure consistency between the various 
EU instruments to address this issue - state aids, structural funds, energy policy, action 
to combat poverty and social exclusion, health policy-. 

Mortgage repayments

A majority of MEPs called on the Member States to prevent evicted households being 
forced to keep up their mortgage repayments and on the Commission and the Member 
States to take action in response to the social hardship caused to those most affected by 
the economic crisis and by unemployment and who are being evicted and deprived of 
their homes.

Member States should offer alternatives solutions to evictions, underlines the resolution. 
This paragraph was adopted with 318 votes in favour 269 against and 52 abstentions. 

Adequate funds available in the EU's long term budget

Social housing plays a key part in the achievement of the objectives of the Europe 2020 
strategy, especially its poverty target. Adequate funding should be made available in the 
Multiannual Financial Framework for the member states as well as for the national, 
regional and local authorities to invest in social housing.
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