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The previous meetings of the Committee on International Trade took place on Monday 27 May 2013, 15.00 - 
18.30 and on Tuesday 28 May 2013, 9.00 - 12.30 and 15.30-19.00 in Brussels. The following items were on 
the agenda. 

1. EU-Singapore Trade Relations 
 
Ambassador Ong presented Singapore as a country, which punches above its weight as far as trade is 
concerned, and as an ideal hub for EU business in the ASEAN region. He described the recently concluded 
EU-Singapore FTA, dwelling on five issues: market access (substantive and with no problem of back-dooring 
of products of third countries into the EU), services (high coverage coupled with GPA+ commitments in the 
public procurement sector), regulatory harmonization, and GIs (issue on which Singapore went out of the box 
to accommodate the request of the EU). He expressed hope for the FTA to be concluded within this 
parliamentary term, albeit within a very tight timetable. He then answered the questions raised by Members, 
tackling issues such as the timeline for conclusion, the implementation of the GI-related provisions, the 
rationale of Singapore's property tax, the development on the ongoing negotiations for an investment chapter, 
the links with the PCA, and the treatment granted to migrant workers. The Commission also intervened in this 
exchange of views.  

2. Collective management of copyright and related rights and multi-territorial licensing of 
rights in musical works for online uses in the internal market 

Consideration of amendments 
INTA considered the 106 amendments tabled to the proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of 
the Council on collective management of copyright and related rights and multi-territorial licensing of rights 
in musical works for online uses in the internal market (so called "Collective Rights Management Directive"). 
The draft opinion by rapporteur Helmut Scholz (GUE/NGL) already contains 15 amendments.  
 
Amongst other issues, the amendments introduce collective management organisations instead of collecting 
societies, increase the transparency standards not only towards right holders but also users, make a distinction 
between personal and commercial use of protected works and introduce various provisions on invoicing. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Helmut Scholz (GUE/NGL) Planned adoption in INTA: 17-18/6/2013 
Responsible administrator: Miriam Korteweg Planned adoption in plenary: tbc  
Procedure: 2012/0180(COD) - INTA/7/11465  
Lead committee: JURI  

Related documents can be found here. 

3. Approximation of the laws, regulations and administrative provisions of the Member 
States concerning the manufacture, presentation and sale of tobacco and related 
products 

Consideration of draft opinion 
INTA considered the draft opinion of Mr Kazak on a proposed Directive on Tobacco Products, which will 
ensure a better level of health protection of European citizens through better information regarding the 
dangers of tobacco consumption. The proposal made by the Commission would, among others, increase the 
size of health warning messages on the packs of tobacco products and ban a series of misleading information 
(such as texts or colours) as well as cigarettes with characterising flavour (like menthol) or slim cigarettes. 
The opinion of the International Committee will address the possible impact of such a proposal on the 
international trade' and intellectual property rights' commitments of the European Union.   

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/inta/oj/936/936559/936559en.pdf
mailto:helmut.scholz@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:miriam.korteweg@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/0180(COD)&l=en
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PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Metin Kazak (ALDE)  Planned vote in INTA: 17-18/6/2013 
Responsible administrator: Rémi Piérot Planned adoption in plenary: Sep-13 
Procedure: 2012/0366(COD) - INTA/7/12354   
Lead committee: ENVI  

Related documents can be found here 

4. Presentation by the European Commission on the implementation of the 
Communication on the internationalisation of SMEs 

The Commission presented their achievements since the Communication was put forward 18 months ago. The 
mapping of the support to SMEs is well under way; the trade policy has delivered some results for SMEs; and 
the EU SME Centres are being expanded in third countries. The Commission has nevertheless not been able 
to deliver innovative solutions on financing SMEs' internationalisation, following the INTA INI report on that 
issue. Moreover, the Commission has assessed the performance of the EU Business Centres and will be able 
to adapt their offer of services accordingly. Finally, the Commission highlighted its efforts in cooperating with 
third countries to reach common understandings on establishing business climate favourable to SMEs around 
the world. 

5. Access of third-country goods and services to the Union’s internal market in public 
procurement and procedures supporting negotiations on access of Union goods and 
services to the public procurement markets of third countries 

Consideration of working document 
The rapporteur, Mr Caspary (EPP), presented its working document to the INTA-Committee, which provides 
answers to a variety of questions, which were raised during the previous debates, and make a couple of 
suggestions for further discussion to improve the proposed regulation such as a review clause, a further 
differentiation between developing countries and a closer link between article 6 and article 8/10 provisions. 
Amongst other issues, the rapporteur focused in his intervention on the Member States retaining the right to 
exclude third-countries from bidding and on the possibility of equipping the proposal with a review clause. A 
discussion ensued and various INTA Members reiterated the necessity to prevent fragmentation of EU trade 
policy and raised issues like the labour and environmental aspect of the proposal. The Commission, 
represented by DG TRADE and DG MARKT gave its perspective on the many issues raised. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Daniel Caspary (EPP) Cons. of a draft report: 16-17/9/2013 
Responsible administrator: Felix Lutz Deadline for Ams: 30/9/2013 
Procedure: 2012/0060(COD) - INTA/7/09334 Planned adoption in INTA: 27-28/11/2013 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in plenary: tbc 

Related documents can be found here 

6. Trade arrangements applicable to certain goods resulting from the processing of 
agricultural products 

Consideration of draft opinion 
Members discussed a draft opinion on a proposed Regulation aiming to align current trade arrangements for 
certain processed agricultural products to the regime of implementing and delegated acts. The proposal seeks 
to reinforce the legal framework for the management of the export refunds, import duties and quotas as well 
as adoption of safeguard measures in line with the EU's obligations. The rapporteur presented amendments 
aiming to ensure consistency of the proposal with the Trade Omnibuses and the Single CMO Regulation. 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:metin.kazak@ep.europa.eu
mailto:remi.pierot@ep.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/0366(COD)&l=en
mailto:daniel.caspary@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:Felix.lutz@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/0060(COD)&l=en
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PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Albert Deß (EPP) Planned adoption in INTA: 17-18/6/2013 
Responsible administrator: Mindaugas Kojelis Planned adoption in plenary: Sept-13 
Procedure: 2013/0063 (COD) - INTA/7/12116  
Lead committee: AGRI  

Related documents can be found here 

7. Votes 
First annual report from the Commission to the European Parliament on the activities of Member 
States' Export Credit Agencies 
Rapporteur: Yannick Jadot (Greens) 

 

 in favour against abstentions 
Draft report as amended 28 1 0 

Stepping-stone Economic Partnership Agreement between the EC and Central Africa 
Rapporteur: David Martin (S&D) 

 

 in favour against abstentions 
Draft recommendation (consent) 24 3 2 

Amendment of Council Decision 2000/125/EC ('parallel agreement') 
Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (S&D) 

 

  in favour against abstentions 
Draft recommendation (consent) 28 0 1 

Amendment of Decision 97/836/EC ('revised 1958 Agreement') 
Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (S&D) 

 

 in favour against abstentions 
Draft recommendation (consent) 28 0 0 

Opening of negotiations on a Plurilateral Agreement on Services 
 

 in favour against abstentions 
Draft motion for a resolution as amended 25 5 0 

2014 Budget - Mandate for the Trilogue 
Rapporteur: Peter Šťastný (EPP) 

 

 in favour against abstentions 
Draft opinion as amended 25 2 3 

Recommendation to the Council, the Commission and the EEAS on the negotiations for an EU-
Malaysia partnership and cooperation agreement 
Rapporteur: Niccolò Rinaldi (ALDE) 

 
 in favour against abstentions 
Draft opinion as amended 25 4 0 

 
 
 
 

mailto:albert.dess@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:mindaugas.kojelis@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2013/0063(COD)
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8. Consumer product safety 
Exchange of views 

The draftsperson, Ms Muscardini (ECR), opened this exchange of views on the proposal tabled by the 
Commission, which includes provisions on the indication of origin inspired by the made-in regulation. She 
focused on the lack of a harmonized and coherent sanctions system. INTA Members raised questions with 
respect to the link between origin marking and traceability. The Commission, represented by DG SANCO, 
dealt with the issues raised and stressed the fact that the made/in provision now apply to both imported and 
domestically produced products. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Cristiana Muscardini (ECR) Consideration of draft opinion: 17-18/6/2013 
Responsible administrator: Felix Lutz Deadline for Ams: 24/6/2013, 18.00 
Procedure: 2013/0049(COD) - INTA/7/11992 Consideration of Ams: 5/9/2013 
Lead committee: IMCO Planned vote in INTA: 16-17/9/2013 
 Planned adoption in plenary: tbc 

Related documents may be found here 

9. Agreement between the European Union and the Russian Federation on drug 
precursors 

First exchange of views 
The rapporteur Mr Franck Proust (EPP) opened the discussion on this international agreement which has since 
then been signed in Yekaterinburg on 4 June. It aims at improving the surveillance of illegal trade of drug 
precursors between the EU and Russia by increasing the communication and the detection of that illegal trade 
by both partners. The rapporteur raised the issues of the data protection and of the termination clause of this 
agreement; but he also asked questions as to the efficiency of this mechanism in a context of Russia's 
membership in a customs union and of regional trade between former CIS countries. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Franck Proust (EPP) Consideration of draft report: 10-11/7/2013 
Responsible administrator: Nicolas Dorgeret Deadline for Ams: 26/7/2013 
Procedure: 2013/0005(NLE) - INTA/7/11716 Planned vote in INTA: 5/9/2013 
Lead committee:  Planned adoption in plenary: Oct-II-13 

Related documents may be found here 

10. Amendment to the fuel quality directive and the renewable energy directive (Indirect 
Land Use Change) 

Consideration of amendments 
An exchange of views took place in the Committee concerning the 112 amendments that have been tabled by 
the rapporteur Ms. Josefa Andres Barea and other Members. From the discussions, it emerged that the 
political groups have different positions on the main issues of the proposal such as the targets for conventional 
and advanced biofuels and the inclusion of ILUC as a sustainability criterion. Mr. Hans Van Steen, head of 
the unit on renewables in DG ENER expressed the Commission's position on the INTA's amendments tabled.  
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Josefa Andrés Barea (S&D) Planned vote in INTA: 17-18/6/2013 
Responsible administrator: Lucrezia Tuis Planned adoption in plenary: Sep-13  
Procedure: 2012/0288(COD) - INTA/7/11010  
Lead committee: ENVI  

Related documents can be found here 
 
 

mailto:Cristiana.muscardini@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:Felix.lutz@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0049(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/108080/Franck%20PROUST_home.html
mailto:Nicolas.dorgeret@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0005(NLE)&l=en
mailto:josefa.andresbarea@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:Lucrezia.tuis@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/0288(COD)&l=en
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11. Exchange of views with Karel De Gucht, Commissioner for Trade, on the Commission 
Work Programme for 2013 and 2014 (structured dialogue) 

The Commissioner expressed that though the mandates of both the Commission and the Parliament are 
turning towards their end, it is too early to look back as there is still a hefty agenda in front of us. The 
Commissioner pointed at the EP consents on the agreements with Central America and with Colombia/Peru; 
the adoption of the reformed GSP scheme; and the Market Access Regulation. The Commissioner was 
looking forward to conclude the ongoing legislative agenda such as the modernisation of Union's Trade 
Defence Instruments; the financial responsibility linked to investor-to-state dispute settlement; the 
procurement instrument; and the enforcement regulation. He outlined an impressively busy negotiating 
agenda, which aims at pursuing negotiations with partners like Japan, India, Morocco, Thailand, at finalizing 
those with Canada, Armenia, Georgia and Moldova, and possibly starting negotiations with the US in July. 
On the multilateral agenda he raised the ministerial conference in December in Bali. He finally touched upon 
issues like investment negotiations with China, the recent events in Bangladesh, and the need to enhance 
transparency and due diligence in the extractive sector. INTA Members raised numerous questions covering 
the Commission's agenda and a lively exchange of views took place afterwards. 

Joint meeting with the Steering Committee of the Parliamentary Conference on the WTO 

12. Update on recent developments at the WTO 
13. The Future of Trade: The Challenges of Convergence 
 
The Steering Committee, the board of the Parliamentary Conference on the WTO, met in Brussels on 28 and 
29 May 2013 for its 28th session, but only for the second time in Brussels. All in all, 55 Members 
participated, among them Brazil and Jordan for the first time. 
 

On 28 May, the session was held jointly with 
INTA, a novelty in order to increase access and 
visibility for the Conference and its activities. 
WTO Deputy Director General Yerxa briefed all 
members on recent developments at the WTO 
and preparations ahead of the ninth WTO 
Ministerial Conference in Indonesia in December 
this year. This was followed by a discussion on 
the recently published report by the Lamy expert 
panel, on the future of trade. On 29 May, 
Members mostly focused on preparations for the 
Parliamentary Conference, which will take place 
in conjunction with the Ministerial Conference in 
Bali. They also adopted a declaration, urging 

WTO negotiators to scale up their work on all fronts in order to be able to reach some tangible results at the 
Ministerial Conference 

14. CARS 2020: towards a strong, competitive and sustainable European car industry 
First exchange of views 

This is an opinion to the ITRE Committee on the Commissions Communication on the future of the European 
car industry. The rapporteur, Ms Badia i Cutchet, (S&D), elaborated on the difficult times and structural 
issues of the EU automotive industry, with changing patterns in production and trade. She reiterated that the 
Union's FTA policy should be used to create new opportunities to our industry. INTA Members intervened by 
asking various questions, ranging from the international dimension of the problem to specific problems in the 
context of the EU/Korea FTA. The consideration of the draft opinion is scheduled for 10-11 July 2013 and 
will be preceded by an exchange of views with stakeholders.  
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PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Maria Badia i Cutchet (S&D) Further exchange of views & Cons. of draft opinion: 

10-11/7/2013 
Responsible administrator: Heikki Suortti Deadline for Ams: 15/7/2013, 18.00 
Procedure: 2013/2062(INI) - INTA/7/12457 Planned vote in INTA: 16-17/9/2013 
Lead committee: ITRE Planned adoption in plenary: tbc 

Related documents may be found here. 

15. CARIFORUM - EU Joint Parliamentary Committee Meeting 
Presentation of the report of the delegation 

David Martin (S&D), Co-chair of the CARIFORUM-EU Joint Parliamentary Committee, who also led the EP 
delegation, presented a report from the discussions and activities that took place during the Second joint 
meeting in Trinidad and Tobago from 3-4 April.  

16. State of play of ongoing trilogue negotiations 
Exchange of views 

Under regular item, the Committee was informed of the state of play of ongoing trilogue negotiations; in 
particular regarding "Trade Omnibus II" proposal (2011/0153(COD)) on which the second trilogue took place 
on 14 May, and the MFA Framework regulation (2011/0176(COD)) on which the sixth trilogue took place on 
25 April, and the seventh and final trilogue was scheduled for 8 May, but was replaced by mere informal 
meeting due to withdrawal of the proposal by the Commission. 

17. Monitoring Groups Activities 
Exchange of views 

The Committee received feedback on some of the Monitoring groups, which were held since the previous 
meeting. 

 
 

Back to Content 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28342/Maria%20BADIA%20i%20CUTCHET_home.html
mailto:Heikki.suortti@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/2062(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/inta/dv/cariforum_misssionreport_934085_/cariforum_misssionreport_934085_en.pdf
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The next meeting of the Committee on International Trade is scheduled on Monday 17 June 2013, 15.00 - 
18.30 and on Tuesday 18 May 2013, 9.00 - 12.30 and 15.00-18.30 in Brussels. The meeting will be 
webstreamed, except for the in camera items. 

1. Achievements of the Irish Presidency in the area of International Trade Policy 
 
On 17th June Mr Richard Bruton (TD), Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation of the Republic of Ireland 
will present the achievements of the Irish Presidency in the field of trade to INTA. The Parliament reached 
agreement with the Presidency on key dossiers such as the trade alignment files (known as Omnibus I and II), 
reinstating Myanmar/Burma's access to generalised tariff preferences and the market access regulation for 
ACP countries. On the trade agreement side of things, the Presidency will mention the EU-US negotiations, 
agreements with the Eastern and Southern neighbourhood and developments in Asia.  
 

2. Exercise of the Union's rights for the application and enforcement of international trade 
rules 

Exchange of views 
During this second exchange of views (the first exchange in April was held with stakeholders), INTA 
Committee will exchange on the Commission's proposal designed to lay down rules governing how the 
European Union would enforce its rights in the event of illegal trade actions taken in a third country. The 
proposed instrument would consolidate EU's credibility when negotiating trade agreements and, ultimately, 
convince trading partners to respect the rules of the game. The proposal is also an element of a strategy to open 
up new markets for the EU and aligns the decision-making to the Lisbon Treaty.  
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Niccolò Rinaldi (ALDE) Second exchange of views: 17-18/06/2013 
Responsible administrator: Rémi Piérot Cons. of a draft report: 10-11/7/2013 
Procedure: 2012/0359(COD) - INTA/7/11538 Deadline for Ams: 16/7/2013, 18.00  
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in INTA: 5/9/2013 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Oct/Nov-13  

Related documents can be found here 

3. Consumer product safety 
Consideration of draft opinion 

The draftsperson, Ms MUSCARDINI (ECR) will present her draft opinion to the Committee. The draft 
opinion focuses on the provisions regarding the indication of origin (article 7) of the proposed regulation, 
notably by suggesting a couple of amendments providing clarification to the proposed articles along the lines 
of the Parliament's position on original "made-in" proposal, which got blocked in Council. This draft opinion is 
dealt in parallel with the next item on the agenda, the proposed regulation for market surveillance of products. 
 

Calendar 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/?legislature=7&start-date=20-03-2013&end-date=18-04-2013&committee=INTA
mailto:niccolo.rinaldi@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:remi.pierot@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/0359(COD)&l=en
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4. Market surveillance of products 
Consideration of draft opinion 

Following the presentation of the draft opinion on consumer product safety, the draftsperson, Mr CUTAŞ 
(S&D) will have the opportunity to outline to the Committee his draft opinion on the market surveillance of 
products regulation. Both regulations are part of the so-called "market surveillance package" presented by the 
Commission in February 2013. The draft opinion focuses on trade related matters in relation to market 
surveillance, notably provisions to strengthen cooperation between market surveillance authorities of the EU, 
its Member States and third countries - with a particular focus on those having or entering preferential trade 
arrangements with the EU. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: George Sabin Cutaş (S&D) Consideration of draft opinion: 17-18/6/2013 
Responsible administrator: Felix Lutz Deadline for Ams: 24/6/2013, 18.00 
Procedure: 2013/0048 (COD) - INTA/7/12004 Planned vote in INTA: 16-17/9/2013 
Lead committee: IMCO Planned adoption in plenary: Mar-14 

Related documents can be found here 

5. EU - Taiwan trade relations 
Consideration of motion for a resolution 

Trade between the EU and Taiwan has increased more than eightfold over the past two decades. The 
developments in economic, trade and investment relations between Taiwan and the mainland are having a 
positive impact on Taiwan's economy. Can the EU benefit from these developments and has the Union 
engaged the full potential of its trade relations with Taiwan? The INTA standing rapporteur for Taiwan is 
Franck Proust (EPP). 

6. EU - China negotiations for a bilateral investment agreement 
Consideration of motion for a resolution 

The European Commission has asked a mandate to open negotiations on an investment agreement with China. 
This is the first ever proposal for a stand-alone investment agreement since foreign direct investment became 
the exclusive competence of the EU under the Lisbon Treaty. INTA will start discussing Parliament's position 
on the planned negotiations. The INTA standing rapporteur for China is Helmut Scholz (GUE). 

7. Access of third-country goods and services to the Union’s internal market in public 
procurement and procedures supporting negotiations on access of Union goods and 
services to the public procurement markets of third countries 

Presentation of the detailed appraisal of the impact assessment  
On 8 February 2013, INTA sent a request to the Parliament's Unit for Impact Assessment (IMPA) to carry out 
a detailed appraisal of the Commission's impact assessment of the proposed regulation the regulation on 
reciprocity of access to public procurement markets. This detailed appraisal should focus on the following 8 
issues addressed in the Commission's impact assessment: the openness of EU public procurement markets, the 
potential benefits of market opening, impact on job creation, risk of retaliation and leverage creation, 
administrative burden, impact on SME, justification of thresholds used in the proposal and existing national 
legislation restricting access to public procurement markets. IMPA has asked for contributions from the 
following 4 experts to carry out a detailed appraisal: 
 
Prof. Dr. Andrea Renda from CEPS who has a vast experience inter alia in impact assessments and other 
regulatory issues and who published inter alia on public procurement. He is addressing the questions put 
forward by INTA from a methodological point of view.  
 
Maté Vincze, MSc in Economics has also a vast record of experience and publications in the fields of public 

mailto:Georgesabin.cutas@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:felix.lutz@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0048(COD)&l=en
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and corporate finance, public procurement, impact assessment and SME related questions. He has worked for 
several DGs at the Commission and for other European institutions. He is tackling the questions put forward 
by INTA in view of finding answers substantiated by data-mining in databases relevant. 
 
Dr. Pedro TELLES from Bangor University, UK, is a specialist in public procurement law. His focuses on 
SME related impacts, thresholds and national legislation.  
 
Prof. Dr. Nicola Dimitri from the University of Siena, Italy, has also a vast experience in public procurement 
and published on it. His is analysing the reciprocity and retaliation questions with a game theory approach. 
 
IMPA will present the main findings of the detailed appraisal at the INTA meeting. 

Calendar 

8. State of play of negotiations on the Trade in Services Agreement (TISA) 
In camera 

INTA will hear from the European Commission on the state of these negotiations. A second round of 
negotiations has taken place from 29 April to 2nd May. The third round should be held on 24-28 June in 
Geneva.  

9. Macro-financial assistance to the Kyrgyz Republic 
Votes 

Following the adoption of the Parliament's first reading position of 11 December 2012 [P7_TA(2012)0466] 
INTA will vote on decision to enter into informal negotiations with the Council and the Commission aimed at 
reaching an early second reading agreement. 

10. Approximation of the laws, regulations and administrative provisions of the Member 
States concerning the manufacture, presentation and sale of tobacco and related 
products 

Votes 
INTA will vote on the draft opinion of Mr Kazak on a proposed Directive on Tobacco Products, designed to 
ensure a better level of health protection of European citizens through better information regarding the dangers 
of tobacco consumption (increased size of health warning messages, banning of a series of misleading 
information and cigarettes with characterising flavour (like menthol) or slim cigarettes. The opinion will 
address the possible impact of such a proposal on the international trade' and intellectual property rights' 
commitments of the European Union.   

Calendar 

11. Collective management of copyright and related rights and multi-territorial licensing of 
rights in musical works for online uses in the internal market 

Votes 
INTA will vote the draft opinion on collective management of copyright. The deadline for amendments was 
May 3rd and there were 121 amendments in total. The EU is in the forerunner in terms of dealing with this 
issue so what is agreed could have an influence on the EU's trading partners. The vote in JURI will take place 
at the end of the year. 

Calendar 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&language=EN&reference=P7-TA-2012-466
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12. Trade arrangements applicable to certain goods resulting from the processing of 
agricultural products 

Votes 
INTA will vote on an opinion to the Agriculture Committee on the Regulation, which will align trade 
arrangements for certain processed agricultural products to the regime of implementing and delegated acts. 
Amendments to be voted seek to ensure consistency of the proposal with the Trade Omnibuses and the Single 
CMO Regulation and call for enhanced coherence of trade, environment and development policies. 

Calendar 

13. Reindustrialising Europe to promote competitiveness and sustainability 
Votes 

The opinion by Marielle de Sarnez (ALDE) will be voted. 65 amendments were tabled and several 
compromises have been reached. The issues of reforming the trade defence instruments and ensuring 
reciprocity internationally on public procurement should be at the centre of the opinion. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Marielle de Sarnez (ALDE) Planned adoption in INTA: 17-18/6/2013 
Responsible administrator: Nicolas Dorgeret Planned adoption in plenary: Oct-13   
Procedure: 2013/2006(INI) - INTA/7/11640  
Lead committee: ITRE  

Related documents can be found here 

14. Amendment to the fuel quality directive and the renewable energy directive (Indirect 
Land Use Change) 

Votes 
The Committee will vote on the Commission's proposal for amending the Renewable Energy Directive and the 
Fuel Quality Directive in order to take the effects of the Indirect Land Use Change (ILUC) into account. 112 
amendments have been tabled including 11 by the rapporteur Ms. Josefa Andres Barea and 101 by other 
Members.  

Calendar 

15. Presentation by Ken Ash, Director of the OECD Trade and Agriculture Directorate, on 
Trade in Value Added 

 
Mr Ken Ash, Director of the Trade and Agriculture Directorate at the OECD; will present one of the major 
work streams conducted by the OECD: the initiative undertaken by the OECD jointly with the WTO on Global 
Value Chains. Their project is to develop a database of Trade in Value Added (TiVA) indicators based on 
which the OECD and the WTO can give further policy orientations to policymakers. Notably, it emphasizes 
the importance of trade in services and of trade facilitation and about trade interdependencies between trading 
partners, notably due to the significant role of some emerging countries in the global value chains. 
 

16. Exchange of views on the future of bilateral investment treaties 
Further to the Plenary discussions in May on the bilateral investment agreements, the Members will continue 
exchange of views with Commission. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:marielle.desarnez@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:nicolas.dorgeret@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/2006(INI)&l=en
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17. Amendment of Council Regulation (EC) No 2173/2005 on the establishment of a FLEGT 
licensing scheme for imports of timber into the European Community 

Exchange of views 
Council Regulation 2173/2005 tackles illegal logging and associated trade. It sets up a FLEGT (forest law 
enforcement, government and trade) licensing scheme whereby only legally harvested timber may be imported 
into the EU from those countries agreeing (through voluntary partnership agreements) to take part in the 
scheme. The proposed amending regulation aims at aligning the comitology provisions of the FLEGT 
Regulation to the new regime of delegated and implementing acts under the Lisbon Treaty. It proposes to 
confer to the Commission the power to adopt delegated acts to revise the exemption of timber products of 
certain species, the adoption of detailed rules for application of Article 5 of Regulation (EC) No 2173/2005, 
and the amendments to Annexes I, II and III to that Regulation; and to adopt implementing acts to assess and 
approve existing schemes guaranteeing the legality and reliable tracking of timber products with a view to 
forming the basis of a FLEGT licence. INTA will commence its work on this proposal with a first exchange of 
views lead by the rapporteur.  
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Iuliu Winkler (EPP) First exchange of views: 17-18/06/2013  
Responsible administrator: Gian Franco Chianale Cons. of working document: 16-17/09/2013  
Procedure: 2013/0010 (COD) - INTA/7/11726 Cons. of a draft report: 16-17/9/2013 
Lead committee: INTA Deadline for Ams: 19/9/2013 
 Planned adoption in INTA: 27-28/11/2013 
 Planned adoption in plenary: tbc 

Related documents can be found here 

18. Turkish perspective on FTAs under the Turkey-EU Customs Union with a special focus 
on TTIP 

Exchange of views 
The Committee will have an exchange of views with the Turkish Economy Ministry 
regarding the EU-Turkey Customs Union agreement, which entered into force in 1995. 
The agreement set up a duty-free regime on goods crossing the border between the EU 
and Turkey; consequently, goods coming from a country with which the Union has 
signed a trade agreement, can cross the border without any restriction or duty to Turkey. 
A joint declaration called "Turkish clause" is annexed to the Customs Union agreement 
and foresees that the Union encourages third countries negotiating a trade agreement 
with the EU to engage into parallel trade negotiations with Turkey.  

19. State of play of ongoing trilogue negotiations 
Exchange of views 

INTA will continue with the regular item on the state of play of ongoing trilogue negotiations, in particular 
regarding the following legislative files:  
 

• Macro-financial assistance to Georgia (2010/0390(COD) on which the conciliation meeting took 
place on 28 May;  

• Monitoring of trade between the Community and third countries in drug precursors 
(2012/0250(COD), Rapporteur: Franck Proust (EPP)), on which the first trilogue took place on 4 
June;  

• "Trade Omnibus I" proposal (2011/0039(COD), Rapporteur: Godelieve Quisthoudt-Rowohl 
(EPP)) on which the third and final trilogue took place on 5 June;  

• "Trade Omnibus II" proposal (2011/0153(COD), Rapporteur Jörg Leichtfried (S&D)) on which 
the third and final trilogue took place on 5 June. 

mailto:iuliu.winkler@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:gianfranco.chianale@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0010(COD)&l=en
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20. Monitoring Groups Activities 
Exchange of views 

The Committee is expected to receive feedback from the Monitoring groups on Central America, China, Japan, 
Peru/Colombia and Russia. 

21. Delegation to Vilnius, Lithuania, 29-30 May 2013 
 

INTA will discuss the visit of an INTA Delegation to Vilnius, 
conducted in the run-up to the upcoming Lithuanian Presidency of 
the Council of the EU. During the visit, Members met with the key 
interlocutors in the field of EU’s trade, economic and investment 
policy, including H.E. Dalia Grybauskaitė, the President of 
Lithuania, Mr Linas Linkevičius, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, as 
well as the Chairs of the Committees on Foreign Affairs, European 
Affairs and Economics of the Seimas (the Parliament) of Lithuania. 
In addition, MEPs exchanged views with leading business and 
investment associations and had a field trip to a solar panel 

manufacturing company. 
 

22. Workshop on "The Euromed region after the Arab spring and the new generation of 
DCFTAS"s 

On 18 June, the Committee on International Trade will be holding a workshop on trade 
relations with the Euromed countries. Earlier this year the Commission announced the 
official launch of trade negotiations with Morocco and other negotiations are expected to 
follow. The purpose of the workshop is to look at the economic causes and effects of the 
Arab Spring and whether the new generation of trade agreements is the answer. The 
workshop will be chaired by Professor Vital Moreira and bring together high level 
speakers from the countries concerned, academia and the European Commission.   

 
 

Back to Content 
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State-of-play of ongoing negotiations 
 
Free trade agreements: tentative dates of upcoming negotiation rounds  
All dates are indicative and subject to possible changes and postponement. 
 

Armenia 6th round, 17-21 June, Brussels, Belgium 
7th round, 16-20 September, Yerevan, Armenia 
8th round, 14-18 October, Brussels, Belgium 
 

Morocco 2nd round, 24-28 June, Brussels, Belgium 
 

Japan 2nd round, 24-28 June, Tokyo, Japan 
3rd round, 21-25 October, Brussels, Belgium 
 

Vietnam 4th round, 1-5 July, Brussels, Belgium 
 

Thailand 2nd round, 16-20 September, Bangkok, Thailand 
 

Georgia 8th round, 23-27 September, Brussels, Belgium 
9th round, 18-22 November, Tbilisi, Georgia 
 

Source: DG TRADE, European Commission, more info 
 

State of play on Trade Defence Instruments 
 
The European Commission imposed provisional anti-dumping duties on imports of solar panels, cells and 
wafers from China. This decision followed a thorough and serious investigation and extended contacts with 
market players. As the market for and imports of solar panels in the EU is very large, it is important for this 
duty not to disrupt it. Therefore, a phased approach will be followed with the duty set at 11.8% until 6 August 
2013. From August on the duty will be set at the level of 47.6% which is the level required to remove the 
harm caused by the dumping to the European industry. 

More info 
 
The International Business Times reports that the United States, China and the European Union have started 
preliminary discussions about a global agreement on the international solar panel trade, according to senior 
White House official Michael Froman. The talks come days after the EU imposed test tariffs on Chinese 
exporters that sell solar panels in Europe, as the European Commission accuses Chinese producers of 
"dumping" their products into the European market at unfairly low prices. The IBT says that Froman, who 
advises President Barack Obama on the global economy, told the U.S. Senate Finance Committee on 6 June 
that initial talks have already started. 
 
According to the international press, International Business Times, China is preparing heavy 
retaliation measures against the duties imposed by the EU in the solar panels case. 
 
 
 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/trade/creating-opportunities/bilateral-relations
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=909
http://www.ibtimes.com/us-china-eu-initial-talks-global-agreements-over-solar-panel-trade-after-two-tariffs-us-trade-rep
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According to the Independent China is retaliating against the Solar Panel duties with measures against 
French wine, German luxury cars and by destroying Belgian chocolates. “They are picking products for which 
China is an important market and that is good bargaining, to attack where it hurts, and it is very symbolic,” 
said André Sapir, a senior fellow specialising in trade at the Brussels-based Bruegel think tank. 
 
The Financial Times says that China is threatening to extend a trade spat with the EU to luxury cars, 
ratcheting up a growing battle over market access in which clashes have already broken out over solar panels 
and wine, and which could harm sales of high-end vehicles in one of the world’s biggest growth markets. FT 
reports that the Chinese are mulling an official complaint to Brussels over luxury cars imported from the EU, 
according to two European sources with knowledge of the situation. Any action taken by China to penalise 
importers would hurt German carmakers in particular because they dominate the country’s luxury market. 

WTO Dispute settlement  
 
State-of-play of latest DSUu developments  
 
 In Canada-FIT (DS412-426) the Appellate Body confirmed the WTO-incompatibility of the Canadian 

measures in its report of 6 May. 
 Argentina requested consultations regarding the EU biodiesels regime and certain measures of EU 

Member States (DS 459) on 15 May. 
 In DS 425 (Definitive anti-dumping duties on x-ray security inspection equipment from the EU), the 

panel report was not appealed by China and was adopted by the DSB on 24 April 2013. 
 
 

 
Meetings held during weeks 21-24  

 21 of May - Interview for TVE on the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership  

 22 of May - Interview for RTBF on the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership 

 24 of May - Reception of the US Embassy in Portugal with Portuguese Members of the European 
Parliament  

 30 of May - Lecture on "What about the competence of the EU in FDI?" at the University of 
Management and Economics in Vilnius 

 3 of June - Meetings with representatives of BusinessEurope, of the European Generic Medicines 
Association and of the Transatlantic Consumer Dialogue 

 4 of June - Meeting with representatives of the Turkish-American Platform and of TUSIAD 

 6 of June- Speaker at event on Transatlantic Partnership Negotiations: How can they set the standard for 
the global trade market? organised by White & Case 

 12 of June - Meeting with US journalists on Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership: A new 
beginning or more of the same? 

 

 
 

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/belgian-chocolates-and-the-trade-spat-souring-euchina-relations-8656143.html
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/8bc996e6-cf6f-11e2-be7b-00144feab7de,Authorised=false.html?_i_location=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ft.com%2Fcms%2Fs%2F0%2F8bc996e6-cf6f-11e2-be7b-00144feab7de.html&_i_referer=#axzz2W6c4T8wC
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Briefing notes & studies by the Policy department  
 
Delivered 
 Internal briefing note on Short Evaluation of the DCFTA with Morocco 
 
Pending 
 Internal briefing note on Economic and trade relations with the Philippines 
 Foreign Trade and promotion systems of EU Member States and EU complementarities 
 External study on EU Free Trade Policy in comparison with those of third countries 
 External study on the Implementation and Enforcement of HR Conditionality in EU Trade Agreements 

(addendum to the DROI study) 
 Internal briefing note on the Trade and economic relations with Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan 
 Internal briefing note - Country note on Greece 
 Internal briefing note on the European textile sector in international trade 
 

Library briefings 
 
Customs enforcement of intellectual property rights/ Library Briefing by Marcin Szczepanski, 06 June 2013, 1 p. 

"During the past ten years the number of shipments detained due to suspected infringement of intellectual 
property rights (IPR) has been rising sharply." 
 
The Arms Trade Treaty: Finally an outcome and what next?/ Library Briefing by Marta Latek, 29 May 2013, 6 p. 
"The fruit of years of negotiations and intensive civil society campaigning, the recent agreement of the Arms 
Trade Treaty (ATT) has been widely presented as a major achievement." 
 
Sanctions as an EU foreign policy instrument/ Library Briefing by Gisela Grieger, 22 May 2013, 8 p. 

"CFSP sanctions are sometimes combined with trade or aid-related restrictive measures with a legal basis 
outside the CFSP framework" 
 

New books in the Library reading room collection (available for loan)  
 

The Ashgate research companion to international trade policy 
Kenneth Heydon; Stephen Woolcock, Ashgate, 2012, 559 p. 
"The book provides a state of the art review of current thinking on the full range of trade policy 
issues, addressing the economic and political dimensions of international trade policy. It 
contains a systematic examination of: specific trade policy instruments, sectoral concerns, trade 
linkages with the environment and labour standards; and, systemic considerations (what role for 
the WTO?)" 

 
Services sans frontières: mondialisation, normalisation et régulation de l'économie des 
services 
Jean-Christophe Graz, Nafi Niang, Presses de Sciences Po, 2013, 396 p. 
"Les services pèsent près de 80% du PIB des pays de l'OCDE, alors qu'ils représentent à peine 
plus de 20% de leurs échanges internationaux. Pourquoi un tel écart? Cet ouvrage montre que 
ces activités suivent une logique très différente de celle de la production et de la consommation 
des biens industriels à l’œuvre dans le fordisme, et pointe les difficultés qu’engendre cet 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/bibliotheque/briefing/2013/130554/LDM_BRI(2013)130554_REV1_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/bibliotheque/briefing/2013/130516/LDM_BRI(2013)130516_REV1_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/bibliotheque/briefing/2013/130490/LDM_BRI(2013)130490_REV1_EN.pdf
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/content.form?symphonyId=218364
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/content.form?symphonyId=219811
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/content.form?symphonyId=219811
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atypisme dans le contexte de la mondialisation." 
 

Foreign direct investment and human development : the law and economics of 
international investment agreements 
Schutter, Olivier de, Swinnen, Johan F. M., Wouters, Jan, Routledge, 2013, 384 p. 
"This examines the growth of international investment agreements as a means to attract FDI 
and considers how this affects the ability of capital-importing countries to pursue their 
development goals...do international investment agreements in fact succeed in attracting foreign 
direct investment? And if so, are the sovereignty costs involved worth paying" 

 
Mergers and acquisitions as the pillar of foreign direct investment 
Aristidis  Bitzenis, Vasileios A Vlachos, Pyrros Papadimitriou, Palgrave Macmillan, 2012, 299 p.  
"The volume aims to explore the concept of M&As in a manner that would be useful both to 
academics and practitioners. The subject coverage deals with the core issues and the discussion 
is not limited to introductory themes but deals with relevant specificities. The volume is 
divided in three parts, covering the regional concentration of M&As at a global level and the 
impact of the economic crisis, the determinants of M&As, and theoretical concepts and 
practical applications related to M&A activity." 

 

Library weekly newsletter on International Trade  
 
The EP Library's weekly electronic newsletter covers EU positions, academic studies and press articles on 
International trade issues. Browse the archive and sign up. 
 
For more information please visit our Library intranet pages on International Trade, Contact - Nils 
Hammarlund, Ext. 42871/ Odile Maisse, Ext. 46201 
 
 

Press releases 
 
MEPs and eastern MPs eye breakthrough in relations 
Press release - 29-05-2013  
 
MEPs and MPs from Armenia, Azerbaijan, Moldova, Georgia and Ukraine hope to achieve a breakthrough in 
their relations at this November's Eastern Partnership Summit in Vilnius, but not at the expense of democracy, 
rule of law and peace. At the Third Euronest Parliamentary Assembly in Brussels on 28-29 May, they pledged 
to press their governments for reforms to this end.  
 
MEPs to meet Eastern counterparts for third time, in Brussels 
Press release - 27-05-2013  
 
MEPs will meet their counterparts from Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine for the third 
session of the Euronest Parliamentary Assembly, in Brussels, on 28 and 29 May. The partners will seek 
agreement on shared security concerns, trade, energy cooperation and social issues and will discuss political 
messages for the upcoming Eastern Partnership summit in Vilnius.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/content.form?symphonyId=196364
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/content.form?symphonyId=196364
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/content.form?symphonyId=215668
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/policyAreaPostDetail.form?selectedCategoryId=103&postId=30260&policyAreaId=5
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/policyAreaPosts.form?policyAreaId=5
mailto:nils.hammarlund@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:nils.hammarlund@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:odile.maisse@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+IM-PRESS+20130527IPR10533+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+IM-PRESS+20130527IPR10531+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
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Important Meetings and Events 
 
WTO events 

 
17-18 June Workshop on E-Commerce  
24-26 June Trade Policy Review: Brazil  
25 June Dispute Settlement Body  
30 June Public Opening of the new WTO Campus  
8-10 July Fourth Global Review of Aid for Trade “Connecting to Value Chains”  
 

Events calendar 2013 
Summits & Events 

 
27-28 June European Council  
17-18 June G8 Summit, Lough Erne, Northern Ireland  
8 -9 July Eurogroup + ECOFIN  
1 July Croatia's accession to the EU  
 
 

 
 

Useful links 
 
INTA Links: 

List of INTA Members  
INTA Intranet & E-Committee 
INTA Internet 

 
EU Links:  

European Commission - Trade 
European Council 
Council of Ministers  
Irish presidency  
 

Other Links 
WTO 
Documents and publications 

 

Calendar of committee's meetings for 2013 
 
The next regular meeting of the Committee on International Trade is scheduled to take place on 
Wednesday10, July 2013, from 9.00-12.30 and 15.00-18.30 and on Thursday 11, July 2013 from 9.00-12.30. 
The calendar of 2013 meetings can be found here.  
 

Back to Content 
 

http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/events_e/events_e.htm#mon05
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/inta/members.html#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/inta/members.html#menuzone
http://www.expo.ep.parl.union.eu/expo/cms/pid/10;%20jsessionid=1FED70050435C2F6B7217DE671ABDEBD
http://www.intanet.ep.parl.union.eu/intanet/cms/welcome
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=INTA
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/
http://www.european-council.europa.eu/the-institution.aspx?lang=en
http://consilium.europa.eu/showPage.aspx?lang=en
http://eu2013.ie/ireland-and-the-presidency/
http://www.wto.org/
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/documents-and-publications/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/inta/calendar_2013.pdf
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