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AGENDA 
 

13.00 - 13.05 
Welcome and opening by Co-chairs of the Health Working Group, Glenis 
WILLMOTT and Alojz PETERLE, MEPs 
 
13.05 - 13.15 
Vaccines and Immunization in Europe: General overview 
Dr Piotr Kramarz, Deputy Chief Scientist, European Centre for Disease Prevention 
and Control (ECDC) 
 

 
Part 1 

 
Tuberculosis is not a disease of the past 

 
13.15 - 13.25 
The fight to beat TB 
Dr Masoud DARA, Team Leader of WHO/Europe TB and M/XDR-TB programme. 
 
13.25 - 13.35 
Patients' voice 
Ms Amy McCONVILLE, TB patient 
 
13.35 - 13.50 
Q&A 
With the participation of Dr Daniel BRASSEUR, Chair of the Paediatric Committee 
(PDCO) and Dr Radu BOTGROS, Scientific Administrator, European Medicines 
Agency (EMA) 
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Part 2 

 
Case study: The current measles outbreak 

 
13.50 - 14.00 
The voice of the professionals  
Dr Ronald de GROOT, president of the European Society for Paediatric Infectious 
Diseases  
 
14.00 - 14.10 
Why measles outbreaks are so scary? 
Dr. Andreas SCHULTZ Senior Consultant in Pediatrics, Tropical Medicine and 
Infectious diseases; Director of Médecins du Monde Germany 
 
14.10 - 14.40 
Open discussion 
With the participation of Dr Daniel BRASSEUR, Chair of the Paediatric Committee 
(PDCO) and Dr Radu BOTGROS, Scientific Administrator, European Medicines 
Agency (EMA) 
 
14.40 - 14.45 
Conclusions 
 
14.45 Closing 
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SHORT BIOGRAPHIES OF EXPERTS 

Dr Piotr Kramarz 

Piotr is a physician by training, with a PhD in immunology of viral 
infections, and eight years of clinical practice experience in a 
teaching hospital in Poland in the field of infectious diseases.  He 
is an Epidemic Intelligence Service (EIS) alumn (class of 1997) 
and worked in the National Immunization Programme of the U.S. 
CDC during his EIS programme and later on.  Since 2007 he has 
been working as a Deputy Head of the Scientific Advice Unit and, 
since April 2011, as the Deputy Chief Scientist at the European 

Centre for Disease Prevention and Control.  Among other tasks he leads the Disease 
Programme Section of the Centre. His main research interests include epidemiology of 
vaccine preventable diseases including influenza.   

Dr Masoud Dara 

Dr Masoud Dara is the programme manager and team leader of 
tuberculosis (TB) and multidrug resistant (MDR-TB) unit of 
World Health Organization European Region. Dr Dara is a 
physician and public health expert from Belgium. In addition to 
his medical degree and clinical experience, he has diploma in 
tropical medicine and epidemiology from London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine and Harvard School of Public 
Health.  
Since 1990, Dr Dara has been working on TB, HIV/AIDS, public 
health and health in prison in the capacity of senior consultant 
and Medical Officer in many countries of WHO European Region 

and other Regions including Middle-East, Africa and Western Pacific Regions.  He has also 
experience in health in emergency and migrants’ health as the Head of Mission of Red 
Cross and Médecins Sans Frontières. 
Since 2008, Dr Dara is the Chair of International Scientific Working Group on TB Control in 
prisons. He is the author of several publications and guidelines.  

Ms Amy McConville 

Amy McConville is an established TB Patient Advocate in the UK, having been an active 
participant in the fight against TB since 2006.  Amy is co-facilitator of the TB Action Group 
(TBAG), the only UK-based network of People Affected by TB. TBAG was established in 
2008 by the UK’s TB charity, TB Alert, to provide a voice to people who have personal 
experience of TB and a valuable insight into how . As a representative of TBAG, Amy has 
contributed towards policy development and guidance on TB care and prevention at both a 
national and international level.  Amy is also involved in raising public awareness of issues 
affecting TB patients, such as low levels of awareness amongst healthcare professionals 
leading to delayed diagnosis and complications, through high profile media advocacy. 
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Prof. Dr Ronald de Groot 

Professor Ronald de Groot, studied medicine in Rotterdam, followed by a residency in 
Gynecology/Obstetrics and Surgery as a preparation for a 2½ year period as Senior Medical 
Officer in Zonkwa Hospital, Nigeria. He subsequently did his pediatric training in Rotterdam 
(1979-1983), became chief resident (1983-1985) followed by a research fellowship (1985-
1988) in pediatric infectious diseases in the University of Washington, Seattle, USA. In 
1988 he returned to the Erasmus University in Rotterdam and became in 1998 head of the 
training program and Professor in Pediatric Infectious Diseases and Immunology. From May 
2005 until September 2009 he was head of the Department of Paediatrics of the Radboud 
University Nijmegen Medical Centre. Since May 2005 he is Professor of Pediatrics at the 
Radboud University Nijmegen. 

Professor de Groot’s research activities include clinical and laboratory studies in the fields of 
vaccinology, infections by pneumococci, meningococci and HIV, respiratory tract infections 
and immunodeficiencies. Ronald de Groot is (co)author of over 200 peer reviewed English 
language papers, more than 100 contributions to books, symposia and proceedings and 
over 40 Dutch language peer reviewed papers. Professor De Groot is a member of the 
Dutch Health Council, the Central Committee on Research involving Human Subjects 
(CCMO) and member of a large number of national and international advisory committees. 
In 2008, he was the recipient of the Bill Marshall Award of the European Society of 
Paediatric Infectious Diseases (ESPID). Currently, Professor De Groot is the President of 
ESPID. 

Dr Andreas Schultz 

Dr. Andreas Schultz is a senior medical officer and a specialist in paediatrics, tropical 
medicine and international public health. He studied medicine in Germany, France and the 
US. Over the last 11 years he had various assignments to tropical countries mostly as head 
of programmes, coordinator or advisor, e.g. in India, Indonesia, Thailand, Laos and Papua 
New Guinea.  

He has a wide experience in strategic and operational planning in health project and 
programme management. He maintained his academic links and develops and continues to 
deliver innovative courses in International and Child Health.  

Dr. Andreas Schultz is currently the country director of ‘Doctors of the World’ in Germany. 
Thus, he is responsible for projects in international humanitarian aid and development 
cooperation and has a strong focus on child and maternal health. Dr. Schultz also acts as a 
board member of several institutions engaged in international health. 

 

 5 



Policy Department A: Economic and Scientific Policy 
 
 

 6 



Workshop on Childhood Vaccination and Immunisation 
 
 

PRESENTATIONS 

Presentation by Dr Masoud Dara 
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