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CHAIR'S WELCOME 
The next meeting of the 
ENVI Committee, taking 
place on 19-20 June1 
includes several key votes 
and debates. 
Environmental issues 
dominate the agenda this 
time including deliberation 
and discussion on 
fluorinated greenhouse 
gases, amendment of the 

ETS legislation in order to enable back-loading of 
allowances, the state of the European carbon market, 
indirect land use change, and the environmental impact 
assessment, to mention just a few. 
 
I also would like to draw your attention to the EU 
Sustainable Energy Week, taking place next week, from 24 
to 28 June. It is an initiative of the Commission, in place 
since 2006, to help the EU to achieve its energy targets by 
2020. I would encourage you to visit the dedicated website 
for more details on events in Brussels, as well as for the 
programmes of the local energy days. 

Matthias Groote 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE NEXT MEETING 
Fluorinated greenhouse gases 
Vote on draft report 

The Commission proposal is to replace and simplify the 
current legislation on certain fluorinated greenhouse gases. 
The proposal contributes to achieving the EU’s climate 
objectives by discouraging the use of those F-gases which 
have a high impact on the climate and favouring energy-
efficient and safe alternatives. It also aims at stimulating 
innovation and developing green technologies by improving 
market opportunities for alternative technologies and gases, 
and helps to bring consensus on an international agreement 
to phase down hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), the most 
relevant group of F-gases, under the Montreal Protocol. 

The Rapporteur, while supporting many elements of the 
Commission proposal, submits a set of amendments for 
further improvements. He introduces prohibitions on 
placing on the market and bans when penetration rates of 
sustainable alternatives can achieve 100% market 
penetration. He also proposes a ban in 2020 for the use of 
SF6 as an insulator and switching medium in medium 
voltage switchgear. Furthermore, he introduces measures 
designed to eliminate HFC over-allocation ensuring a 
technically feasible and cost-effective phase-down schedule. 
Finally, he suggests limiting leakage and promoting 
recovery, in particular on service ban, recovery schemes, 

                                                      
1 This draft agenda is subject to changes. The final agenda will be 
adopted at the beginning of the meeting. 

minimum precautionary measures, maximum leakage rates, 
etc. In addition to the amendments in the draft report, 
further 360 amendments were tabled to ENVI. TRAN 
Committee also prepared an opinion. 

The set of compromise and consolidated amendments, 
negotiated by the Rapporteur and the Shadows, cover 
service ban, allocation fee, phase down, placing in the 
market, training and certification, record keeping and pre-
charging equipment. 

Rapporteur:  Eickhout (Greens/EFA)  Procedure file  
Shadows: Bánki (EPP), Leinen (S&D), Skylakakis (ALDE), 
Callanan (ECR), Wils (GUE/NGL) 
AM (56-182, 183-319, 320-415), AD 
 

Clarifying provisions on the timing of auctions of 
greenhouse gas allowances 
Vote on amendments 
 

The emission trading 
system (EU ETS) has 
created the world's first 
major carbon market 
and an EU-wide carbon 
price. Part of this 
infrastructure relates to 
the modalities for 
auctioning of emissions allowances, where the Directive 
2003/87/EC confers implementing powers to the 
Commission through the adoption of a regulation on the 
timing, administration and other aspects of auctioning. In 
the context of an ongoing debate about the need and options 
for possible future action to address imbalances between 
supply and demand of allowances, in July 2012 the 
Commission proposed to clarify the scope of the 
Commission's implementing powers (co-decision proposal). 
The ENVI Committee adopted its report in February 2013 
allowing the Commission to adapt the auction timetable 
(and to allow back-loading of allowances) under the 
condition that there will be only one such adaptation during 
the third trading period of EU ETS (2013-2020). However, 
in April 2013 the Parliament at its plenary session rejected 
the Commission's proposal and referred the issue back to 
the ENVI Committee. 
Altogether 54 amendments were re-tabled in the ENVI 
Committee. While some completely reject the 
Commission's proposal, other focus on the conditions under 
which the back-loading of allowances could materialise. 
Two consolidated amendments are being discussed. 

Altogether 54 amendments were re-tabled in the ENVI 
Committee. While some completely reject the 
Commission's proposal, other focus on the conditions under 
which the back-loading of allowances could materialise. 
Two consolidated amendments are being discussed. 

Rapporteur:  Groote (S&D)  Procedure file  
Shadows: Korhola (EPP), Davies (ALDE), Eickhout (Greens/EFA), 
Callanan (ECR), Wils (GUE/NGL), Cymanski (EFD) 
 

http://www.google.be/imgres?q=new+industrial+revolution&start=341&hl=en&biw=1543&bih=832&tbm=isch&tbnid=u2A3wDJ9zp9xQM:&imgrefurl=http://www.tnp.no/2722-we-need-a-new-industrial-revolution-in-norway&docid=bAMeY63w-PImYM&imgurl=http://www.tnp.no/newsimg/20100924-0715.jpg&w=400&h=250&ei=onq4Ud-eOIXQOZZ1&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=2&vpy=227&dur=47&hovh=177&hovw=284&tx=148&ty=105&page=9&tbnh=128&tbnw=189&ndsp=49&ved=1t:429,r:49,s:300,i:151�
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/oj/939/939862/939862en.pdf
http://www.eusew.eu/index.php
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/34728/Matthias_GROOTE.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pr/928/928287/928287en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96725/Bas_EICKHOUT.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/0305(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/113883/ERIK_BANKI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4262/Jo_LEINEN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/97018/Theodoros_SKYLAKAKIS.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4536.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96741/Sabine_WILS.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/am/931/931431/931431en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/am/931/931885/931885en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/am/931/931894/931894en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/tran/ad/937/937782/937782en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/am/939/939109/939109en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/34728/MATTHIAS_GROOTE.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/0202(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4260/Eija-Riitta_KORHOLA.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4554/Chris_DAVIES.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96725/Bas_EICKHOUT.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4536.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96741/Sabine_WILS.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96786/Tadeusz_CYMA%25C5%2583SKI.html


 
 
 
 
 

 

ENVI News / June 2013 / Issue No9 2

Reindustrialising Europe to promote competitiveness and 
sustainability 
Vote on draft opinion 

The Communication by 
the Commission, on 
which this INI report is 
based, proposes a 
partnership between the 
EU, Member States and 
industry to step up 
investment into new 
technologies and give 

Europe a competitive lead in the new industrial revolution, 
based on green energy, clean transport, new production 
methods, novel materials and smart communication 
systems. The aim of the renewed industrial strategy is to 
boost the role of industry in Europe to 20% of GDP by 2020 
from the current level of 16%. 

 and competitiveness tests when planning 
legislation. 

 being considered by the 

The draft opinion calls for energy diversification, measures 
against carbon leakage, proportionality in the formulation of 
instruments such as ecodesign and ecolabelling, and 
welcomes the Commission plans to support industry and 
increase funds available to R&D and to carry out impact 
assessments

114 amendments have been tabled, mostly aimed at 
stressing the need for a sustainable European industrial 
policy in the context of a green economy, which takes into 
account environmental and social challenges such as 
resource and energy efficiency and climate change. A few 
compromise amendments are
Rapporteur and the Shadows. 

Rapporteur:  Cymanski (EFD)  Procedure file  
Shadows: Jordan (EPP), Merkies (S&D), Panayotov (ALDE), 

outEickh  (Greens/EFA), Ford (ECR), Liotard (GUE/NGL) 
MA  

 
 
Objection pursuant to Rule 88 (2): Ecodesign 
requirements for water heaters and hot water storage 
tanks 
Consideration and vote on motion for a resolution 

A draft secondary measure concerning ecodesign 
requirements for space heaters and combination heaters has 
been challenged in ENVI. The draft measure is prepared 
under the regulatory procedure with scrutiny (RPS) and 
would introduce ecodesign requirements for water heaters 
and hot water storage tanks. The objector opposes the draft 
measure on the grounds that it is incompatible with the aims 
of the basic act as the measure would put strict restrictions 
on the placing on the market of electric water heaters, which 
could be banned from the European market, excluded from 
CE-labelling or not chosen by consumers because of 

y low y cores. 

uthor:  Fjellner

seemingl  energy efficienc -s

A  (EPP)  
 
 
 
 

Breakfast Omnibus 
Vote on agreed text (according to Rule 70.5) 

This “Breakfast Omnibus” proposal concerns five 
Directives relating to certain foods such as coffee extracts 
and chicory extracts (1999/4/EC), cocoa and chocolate 
products (2000/36/EC), certain sugars (2001/111/EC), fruit 
jams, jellies and marmalades and sweetened chestnut purée 
(2001/113/EC), and certain dehydrated preserved milk 
(2001/114/EC). The aim is to align the implementing 
powers with the Lisbon Treaty, in order to promptly adapt 
or update non-essential elements to developments in 

r a vote of approval, and then will be tabled to 

international standards or technical progress. 

Following the vote in committee on the draft report, 
informal negotiations started with the Irish Presidency for a 
first reading agreement. By the agreement reached on 8 
May 2012, the powers of the Commission to adopt 
delegated acts for amending the Annexes of the Breakfast 
Directives are strictly limited to technical elements, in line 
with the ENVI report. Thus the ordinary legislative 
procedure will apply where Annexes relating to products 
names, definitions and characteristics are to be amended. 
The agreement is now presented to the committee pursuant 
to Rule 70 fo
the plenary. 

Rapporteur:  Groote (S&D)  Procedure file  

Shadows: Auconie (EPP), Reimers (ALDE), Staes (Greens/EFA), 
uzkO ý (ECR), Liotard (GUE/NGL) 

 

Appointment procedure of future Executive Directors of 
the European Environment Agency  
Consideration of draft report 

Currently, Regulation (EC) No 401/2009 on the European 
Environment Agency does not include any formal 
requirement for the candidate selected for the position of 
Executive Director to be heard by the competent body of the 
European Parliament prior to his or her appointment. That 
requirement is however present for other agencies such as 
ECHA, EMA and EFSA, and holding such a hearing for the 
EEA is already an established practice in ENVI. 

ropean Union and in other periodicals or 
t

This legislative initiative report therefore requests the 
Commission, on the basis of Article 225 of the Treaty, to 
submit a proposal to amend Article 9 of EEA's founding 
regulation to align the procedure for appointment with the 
ones in use for the other agencies, thus granting the 
European Parliament the formal right to hear the candidate 
selected for the post of EEA Executive Director prior to his 
or her appointment. The report also asks to specify in the 
Article that the Commission selects the candidate following 
a call for expressions of interest published in the Official 
Journal of the Eu
on internet si es. 

Rapporteur:  Groote (S&D)  Procedure file  
Shadows: Gutiérrez-Cortines (EPP), Davies (ALDE), 

annakoudakisY  (ECR), Liotard (GUE/NGL) 
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pa/933/933269/933269en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28291/ROMANA_JORDAN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96910/Judith%20A._MERKIES.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/38602/%25D0%2592%25D0%25BB%25D0%25B0%25D0%25B4%25D0%25BA%25D0%25BE%20%25D0%25A2%25D0%25BE%25D0%25B4%25D0%25BE%25D1%2580%25D0%25BE%25D0%25B2_%25D0%259F%25D0%2590%25D0%259D%25D0%2590%25D0%2599%25D0%259E%25D0%25A2%25D0%259E%25D0%2592.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96725/Bas_EICKHOUT.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96949/Vicky_FORD.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/am/936/936349/936349en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96862/Sophie_AUCONIE.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96875/Britta_REIMERS.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4751/Bart_STAES.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23705/Miroslav_OUZK%C3%9D.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4326/Cristina_GUTI%C3%89RREZ-CORTINES.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4554/Chris_DAVIES.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96944/Marina_YANNAKOUDAKIS.html
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Basic safety standards for protection against the dangers 
arising from exposure to ionising
Consideration of amendments 12-150

 radiation 
, 151-294 

The proposed directive 
sets out the basic safety 
standards to protect the 
health of the public, 
patients and workers 
against the dangers of 
ionising radiation. 
Those standards apply 

to any planned, existing or emergency exposure. The 

 

 

apporteur:  Ulmer

proposal unifies and updates existing Directives in the area; 
in addition, a new chapter is also included on the protection 
of the environment, including exposure of non-human 
species.  

In his draft report, the rapporteur welcomes the proposal as 
a further step towards improving protection against 
exposure to ionising radiation. He seeks to avoid possible 
conflicts in the disposal of different radioactive materials 
and to reduce administrative burden; but he objects to 
including a new chapter on protection of the environment in 
the BSS directive. 294 amendments by ENVI Members 
addressing, amongst other issues, the legal basis of the draft 

aturaact, differences between n l and man-made sources of
radioactivity, control and monitoring requirements, rules for 
emergencies, compensation of damages, information of the 

xceptions for medical applications. public and e
R  (EPP)  Procedure file  
Shadows: Tănăsescu (S&D), Panayotov (ALDE), Rivasi 
(Greens/EFA), Ouzký (ECR), Wils (GUE/NGL) 

Draft report 
 

Eco-innovation - Jobs and Growth through environmental 
policy 
Consideration of draft report 

With this own-initiative report ENVI follows up on the 
Commission communication ‘Innovation of a sustainable 
future - The Eco-innovation Action Plan’ which lays out a 

ation and manufacturing should be better 
 g resources 

 

apporteur:  Kadenbach

set of initiatives to improve the markets’ uptake of eco-
innovation. The plan brings green technologies, as well as 
products and services into the EU’s focus. 

The Rapporteur, in her report, welcomes the Commission's 
Eco-innovation Action Plan as part of the shift towards a 
resource efficient, low-carbon economy. Underlining the 
broad dimension of the eco-innovation concept, she stresses 
the need to exploit both its business and employment 
opportunities, as well as its potential environmental 
benefits. Actions should target, in particular, barriers to the 
commercialization of eco-innovation products and services. 
Understanding eco-innovation as a cross-cutting policy area, 
the coordination of policies in and between Member States 
and the cooperation with and among industry should be 
strengthened. Similarly, the links between research and 
industrial innov
fostered and sufficient, clearly focused fundin
should be made available to support eco-innovation projects 
in all sectors. 

R  (S&D)  Procedure file  
Shadows: Hibner (EPP), Gerbrandy (ALDE), Chrysogelos 
(Greens/EFA), Yannakoudakis (ECR), Maštalka (GUE/NGL) 

 

The state of the European carbon market in 2012 
Consideration of draft motion for a resolution and adoption of question for 
oral answer 

The draft resolution acknowledges the Commission report 
on the state of the European carbon market in 2012 and calls 
on the Commission to propose legislation to strengthen the 
Emissions Trading System (ETS). The Commission is also 
called to present, as soon as possible, legislative proposals 
for a 2030 climate and energy policy framework for the EU 
which should be consistent with a cost-effective pathway 
towards EU's 2050 CO2 reduction objective. The draft 

riginally envisaged, strengthen its stability 

resolution furthermore touches upon the reform of the ETS, 
promotion of links between the ETS and other trading 
schemes and the issue of carbon leakage. 

In the oral question Members ask the Commission on steps 
being taken to ensure that the structural measures in relation 
to the ETS will correct the shortcomings of the ETS, enable 
it to work as o
and predictability and promote links between the ETS and 
other trading schemes with the aim of achieving a global 
carbon market. 

Co-sponsors: Florenz (EPP), Jorgensen (S&D), Davies, (ALDE), 
Eickhout (Greens/EFA), Callanan (ECR), Wils (GUE/NGL), 
Cymanski (EFD) 
 

ILUC, Indirect Land Use Change - amendment to the fuel 
quality directive and the renewable energy directive 
Consideration of amendments 78-225, 226-363, 364-482, 483-620 

Emissions from indirect land-use change (ILUC) can negate 
the greenhouse gas (GHG) savings of biofuels relative to 
fossil fuels. The proposal amends the Fuel Quality Directive 
and Renewable Energies Directive with the aim to foster the 
transition to biofuels delivering substantial GHG savings 
including ILUC emissions while protecting existing 
investments. The objective is to limit the contribution of 
conventional biofuels towards the attainment of targets in 
the Renewables Directive, to improve GHG performance of 

t forests. The draft report 

biofuel production processes, to encourage a greater market 
penetration of advanced (low-ILUC) biofuels and to report 
the estimated ILUC emissions. 

The draft report is based on the firm belief that it is 
necessary to fully take ILUC into account in EU biofuels 
policy: a value is introduced for ILUC emissions in the 
calculation of the GHG savings required under the 
sustainability criteria, and ILUC is included in the 
calculation of life-cycle GHG emissions. A 
"grandfathering" clause until 2017 is introduced to protect 
investments that have already been made. Safeguards are 
introduced to ensure that the incentives for second 
generation biofuels do not create unwanted environmental 
or economic effects and to protec
also introduces measures to reach the 10% target for 
renewable energy in transport more easily and to incentivise 
other forms of renewable energy. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pr/937/937458/937458en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pr/937/937458/937458en.pdf
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 savings thresholds, reporting of ILUC, 
bio  counting of 

apporteur:  Lepage

550 additional amendments were tabled to ENVI covering 
all major aspects of the proposal with very diverging aims, 
in particular concerning ILUC factors, sustainability 
criteria, GHG
"capping" of first-generation fuels, multiple
advanced biofuels, and the powers to be delegated to the 
Commission. 

R  (ALDE)   Procedure file  
Shadows: Klass(EPP), Arsenis ), Eickhout(S&D  (Greens/EFA), 
Girling (ECR), Wils (GUE/NGL), Cymanski (EFD) 

 

Environmental impact assessment 
Consideration of amendments 62-189, 190-315, 316-455, 456-591 

The Commission proposal amends the Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive in order to correct 
shortcomings, reflect ongoing challenges and align with the 
principles of smart regulation. The revision introduces new 
factors for assessing environmental issues and aims at 

re that environmental reports are verified by 
independent experts; require an EIA for shale gas 

e-stop shop", the 
o coping of the environmental 

Zanoni

improving the quality of the information used in the EIA 
and simplifying the procedures. 

The draft report intends to: strengthen the role of the public 
concerned; prevent conflicts of interest; supplement ex-post 
monitoring of projects with a requirement to take corrective 
action; ensu

exploration and extraction; and limit the retroactivity of the 
new rules. 

530 additional amendments were tabled to ENVI. The 
amendments deal with all major aspects of the proposal, in 
particular the definition of project, the "on
screening pr cedure, the s
report, the accreditation of experts, and the inclusion of non-
conventional hydrocarbon projects. 

Rapporteur:   (ALDE)  Procedure file  
Shadows: Gutiérrez-Cortines (EPP), Arsenis (S&D), Bélier 
(Greens/EFA), Struan Stevenson (ECR), Cymanski (EFD), Ferreira 
(GUE/NGL) 
 
Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable 
Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilization in the 
Union 
Consideration of amendments 

The Convention on Biological Diversity is the main 
international framework for measures to conserve biological 
diversity; it was completed in 2010 by the Nagoya Protocol 
on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable 
Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilisation to the 
Convention on Biological Diversity. The EU and all of its 
27 Member States are Parties to the Convention, and most 
of the Member States signed the Nagoya Protocol. The 
Commission proposed that the EU proceeds to the 
ratification of the Nagoya Protocol. In parallel, it also put on 
the table a proposal for a regulation which is to establish a 

ress, amongst others, the issues of prohibition 
c iligence and 

its 

:  Bélier

system of measures for the implementation of the Nagoya 
Protocol inside the EU. 

The proposal is an important step towards a fair and 
equitable sharing of benefits arising from the utilization of 

genetic resources for the conservation of biodiversity and its 
sustainable use, says the Rapporteur. She suggests 
amendments to further strengthen the proposal so that the 
EU can fully comply with its obligations under the Nagoya 
Protocol. In particular, she offers guarantees in terms of 
traceability, respect of international legal obligations, and 
actual fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from the 
utilization of genetic resources. She also proposes to install 
mechanisms to fight against biopiracy and help to conserve 
global biodiversity through the establishment of a Union 
fund for benefit-sharing. 115 amendments tabled by ENVI 
Members add
of illegally a quired genetic resources, the due d
the chain of custody, the user compliance and 
enforcement 

Rapporteur  (Greens/EFA)  Procedure file  
Shadows: Gutiérrez-Cortines (EPP), Poc (S&D), Gerbrandy 
(ALDE), Rosbach (ECR), Liotard (GUE/NGL) 
Draft report 
 
Patient safety, including the prevention and control of 
healthcare associated infections 
Consideration of draft report 

Council Recommendation 
2009/C 151/01 called for the 
implementation of a series of 
measures to improve patent 
safety in the EU. Last 
November the Commission 
published, on the basis of the 
information provided by Member States, an assessment of 
actions taken to comply with the Council recommendation. 

alue of the 
, in 

Despite the progress made since 2009, there is still scope for 
considerable improvement. 

In general, with regard to progress with implementation, the 
Rapporteur notes that some of the recommendations have so 
far been implemented by only a few Member States. There 
is room for improvement in hospital and non-hospital care, 
particularly with respect to patient empowerment and the 
overall training of health professionals and carers. He calls 
for further efforts to implement European classifications on 
patient safety, and draw up European guidelines on patient 
safety standards. He also notes that some of the specific 
measures that the Council recommended for the prevention 
of and combating against healthcare associated infections 
(HAIs) have been implemented in a few Member States 
only; progress, particularly in respect of informing patients 
and supporting research into the prevention and control of 
HAIs, should still be made. The Rapporteur encourages 
Member States and regional and local authorities to give 
priority to mediation, and calls for the introduction of 
compensation systems that are harmonised at EU level. He 
also calls on the Member States to allocate sufficient 
resources, including financial ones, to patient safety. 
Finally, the rapporteur stresses the added v
ECDC, and its coordination and monitoring work
preventing and controlling HAIs. The rapporteur supports to 
draw up a second progress report in June 2014. 

Rapporteur:  Rossi (EFD)   Procedure file  
Shadows: Sommer (EPP), Schaldenmose (S&D), Taylor (ALDE), 
Rivasi (Greens/EFA), Yannakoudakis (ECR), Maštalka (GUE/NGL) 

http://www.google.be/imgres?q=health+inequalities&start=162&hl=en&biw=1543&bih=832&tbm=isch&tbnid=KnG95zNhBUegsM:&imgrefurl=http://training1.hop.lbi.co.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/public-accounts-committee/news/health-inequalities-in-life-expectancy/&docid=xBAmfbTOkIHHIM&imgurl=http://training1.hop.lbi.co.uk:81/iv/main-large//ImageVault/Images/id_3054/scope_0/ImageVaultHandler.aspx.jpg&w=460&h=230&ei=0X-4Ua-TBIn3O7TVgZAN&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=887&vpy=178&dur=5407&hovh=159&hovw=318&tx=144&ty=91&page=5&tbnh=134&tbnw=268&ndsp=42&ved=1t:429,r:87,s:100,i:265�
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The food crisis, fraud in the food chain and the control 
thereof 
First exchange of views without document 

The last few years saw numerous cases of fraudulent food 
labelling and other food frauds which impacted the EU food 
chain. Examples with egg powder entering the food chain 
without the necessary quality controls, road salt in foods 

 that controls and sanctions are predominantly 
w tates. ENVI 

apporteur:  De Lange

and most recently the horse meat scandal, indicate that there 
might be a continued problem.  

The committee debated with the Commission the horse 
meat scandal earlier this year. ENVI, however, remained 
concerned when the Commission indicated that apart from 
the tests for horsemeat and the bute-tests no further action 
would be needed. The current economic crisis and the 
austerity measures taken by European governments may 
have narrowed the focus of national inspections/authorities 
rather to straightforward food safety issues than fraud in the 
EU food chain. At the same time, the economic situation 
may put pressure on producers to produce still cheaper. The 
abovementioned food scandals may therefore be more than 
just incidents of fraudulent individuals. It might be a 
structural issue for the European food chain, aggravated by 
the fact
national and vary widely bet een Member S
will look into the issue in this upcoming own-initiative 
report. 

R  (PPE)  Procedure file  
Shadows: Pargneaux (S&D), Lepage (ALDE), Staes (Greens/EFA), 
Girling (ECR), Anderson L) (GUE/NG
 
 
Investing in health 
Exchange of views with Commission  
The discussion in committee will be based on the 
Commission's Staff Working Document on "Investing in 

ealth", laying out the contribution of health investment to 
e 2020 objective of smart, sustainable and 

clusive growth. 

ls on medicinal products for 

Control by Member 

f
intended for infants and young children and food for 
special medical purpose (Rapporteur: Ries).  

H
the Europ
in
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

RECENTLY ADOPTED IN COMMITTEE  
 The report on clinical tria

human use, and repeal of Directive 2001/20/EC 
(Rapporteur: Willmott); 

 The report on Innovating for sustainable Growth: a 
Bioeconomy for Europe (Rapporteur: Bartolozzi); 

 An opinion on system for registration of carriers of 
radioactive materials (Rapporteur: Jordan);  

 An opinion on follow-up on the Delegation of 
Legislative Powers and the 
States of the Commission's Exercise of Implementing 
Powers (Rapporteur: Groote ); 

 Recommendation for second reading on ood 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/21818/Paolo_BARTOLOZZI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28291/ROMANA_JORDAN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/34728/MATTHIAS_GROOTE.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pr/934/934914/934914en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4253/FREDERIQUE_RIES.html
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NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 
European Environment Agency (EEA)  

 
The European Environment Agency (EEA) has 
published its Annual Report 2012 and 
Environmental statement 2013. During 2012, 
in addition to its regular, on-going activities 

and specific work for the EU Presidencies of Denmark and 
Cyprus, major priorities included water, resource efficiency, 
the green economy and ecosystem accounting; climate 
change mitigation and adaptation; implementation and 
development of information and communications 
technology (ICT) to support environmental observation, 
monitoring, reporting, assessment; supporting 
environmental reporting and the implementation of SEIS 
and INSPIRE. 

 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 

2 923 more chemicals were registered by 
industry under REACH for the second 
registration deadline of 31 May 2013. More  

 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and 
Control (ECDC) 

On 14 June ECDC published the annual report of the 
Director for 2012. More

 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 

EFSA has identified several weaknesses 
in a study, published by the UK Food and 
Environment Research Agency, which 

suggested that neonicotinoid pesticides do not have a major 
effect on bumble bee colonies under field conditions. More 
 

European Medicines Agency (EMA)  

The Coordination Group for Mutual Recognition and 
Decentralised 

Procedures – Human 
has endorsed the 
recommendation by the 

EMA's Pharmacovigilance Risk Assessment Committee 
(PRAC) that permission to market oral medicines 
containing almitrine should be withdrawn across the EU. 
The procedure, initiated in December 2012 at the request of 
France, under Article 31 of Directive 2001/83/EC, is to be 
completed by 25 July 2013. Almitrine, a medicine that was 
authorised several years ago to be taken by mouth to help 
breathing, however, a safety review has confirmed that 
almitrine carries a risk of damage to the nerves in the hands

(CMDh) 

 
d feet as well as weight loss. Morean  
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to envi-press@europarl.europa.eu 

Watch online 
Watch the Committee meeting live on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. Past meetings are available via the EP Live 
multimedia library and you can also download the extracts of speeches. 

Do you need more information? 
Contact the ENVI Secretariat: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or visit the website of the ENVI Committee.  

Next meeting of the ENVI Committee 
4 July 2013, 9.00 – 12.00 (Strasbourg), 10 July 2013, 9.00 – 12.30 and 15.00 – 18.30 (Brussels), 11 July 2013, 9.00 – 
12.30 and 15.00 – 18.30 (Brussels) 
 
Further information sources 
The EP Library regularly prepares briefings which summarise published, quality information related to topical 
subjects. Find the latest updates via the links briefings and blog. The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, 
information notes, and workshop proceedings.  
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