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Best Practice in Areas Other than NEAFC 
 

The European Fishing Industry shares the view that deep water species 

and vulnerable marine ecosystems require special protection. 

 

 These are fisheries that can only sustain low levels of exploitation 

 It is also clear that marine ecosystems can be vulnerable to impact 

of fishing 

 

However, if seen in the context of international best practice, the 

Commission Proposal on deep water fisheries is outside the mainstream 

of management thinking on deep sea fisheries. 

 

We have already heard that the Commission’s Proposal is:  

 Blunt – amounting to a blanket ban on certain gear types 

 Disproportionate – in that a more measured and proportionate 

approach is available 

 Fails to reflect the best available science and in particular fails 

to absorb the findings of  the DEEPFISHMAN and 

CORALFISH projects 

 The consequences of this is that its provisions are inadequately 

thought-through 

 

I will suggest also that it is inconsistent with best international best 

practice. 

 

Good Practice 

 

There are examples of good practice elsewhere in the world that can 

inform and guide us to a more proportionate, and ultimately more 

effective, way of ensuring that fishing for deep water species can be: 

 sustainable in terms of the target species 

 Undertaken in ways that provide protection for vulnerable marine 

ecosystems. 



 Address the issues of incidental by-catch 

 

 I will give two examples and then I will describe the FAO Guidelines 

which provide for a comprehensive management framework for deep 

water fisheries.. 

 
North West Atlantic  
 
The regional management organisation for the NW Atlantic 
(NAFO) agreed in 2009 to strengthen its commitment to an 
ecosystem approach to fisheries management. The result was the 
NEREIDA project which spanned 2009- 2010. 
 
This was a Spanish initiative supported by Canadian and British 
collaboration. It: 

 Mapped potential areas containing vulnerable marine 
habitats 

 Studied the distribution of fishing activity 

 Proposed the closure of sensitive bottom areas based upon 
this enhanced scientific data 
 

 A multi-disciplinary approach was used to gather acoustic 
multi-beam and seismic profile data for the seabed 
immediately adjacent to  the limit of Canada’s 200 mile 
Exclusive Economic Zone and between 700m and 2000m 
depth  

 The objectives systematically addressed and were 
successfully achieved: 

 Concentrations of vulnerable organisms and 
habitats were identified and distribution mapped 

 These were correlated with the fishing footprint 
 And conservation and enforcement measures 

were applied based on this enhanced knowledge 
in the form of exclusion zones which are now 
closed to bottom contact fishing gear  
 

Deep Water Fisheries in the Southern Ocean 
 

 The Commission for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine 
Living Resources( CCAMLR) acts as a regional fisheries 
management body 

 The aim of the Convention (25 signatories) is to conserve 
marine life of the Southern Ocean.  



 However this does not exclude harvesting that is carried out 
in a rational manner. 

 
Fisheries in CCAMLR waters  

 Antarctic krill  
 Mackerel icefish 
 Patagonian toothfish  
 Antarctic toothfish  

 
 
 
 

CCAMLR fisheries for Toothfish have specific environmental 
impacts  

 Incidental mortality of seabirds  

 Other by-catch  

 Seabed disturbance by long-lines  

 Impact of lost gear  

 Threat of IUU  
 
 
 

Mitigation (CCAMLR Conservation measures)  
 Streamer lines  
 Bait thawing  
 Night setting  

  
 

Achievements of CCAMLR  
 Recognised international best practice at-sea scientific 
observer program  
 Management decisions that take account of the impact 
on the ecosystem and the sustainability of fished resources  
 A combination of surveillance, enforcements and 
market controls have significantly reduced IUU fishing that 
undermines the conservation measures adopted by 
CCAMLR  
 Incidental mortality of seabirds in CCAMLR regulated 
fisheries reduced from thousands in the 1990s to near zero 
today  
 Pioneering work in relation to the protection of 
vulnerable marine ecosystems  



 Rigorous scientific processes developed to support 
consideration of marine protected areas in the Convention 
Area  
 

So we have in these two examples, management of deep water 
fisheries: 

 Tailored to the specifics of the fisheries and their impacts 

 Based on building an accurate understanding of the 
vulnerable marine ecosystems  through collaborative science 

 Management of the target species through traditional 
fisheries management tools – notable TACs and quota limits 

 A new spatial dimension to management where this is 
justified and necessary 

 The progressive elimination of by-catch,  based on improved 
catch data and customised mitigation measures 

 
FAO Guidelines on Deep Water Fisheries 
 
These two examples demonstrate how a balanced, proportionate 
and above all, collaborative approach, based on strengthened 
understanding of both vulnerable ecosystems and potential fishing 
impacts can provide a way forward on sustainable exploitation in 
deep sea fisheries. 
 
But also available are the FAO’s guidelines provide a 
comprehensive management approach to deepwater fisheries 
 

 Guidelines published in 2008 

 Adopted by over 70 FAO members 

 Focused on fisheries that can only sustain low exploitation 
rates 

 Bottom contact issues 

 Provides a governance and management framework 
 

Key Elements 

 Risk assessment 

 Information on impacts 

 Mitigation when there are significant adverse effects 

 Management Plan 

 Transparent process 

 Dialogue with responsible deep sea operators 

 Data and knowledge of vulnerable ecosystems  



 Stepwise approach to implementation 

 Comprehensive approach 
 
Contrast 
 
There is clearly quite a stark contrast between the management 
approaches that I have described and the FAO’s guidelines on the 
one hand, and the Commission’s Proposal on the other. 
 
The best practice examples from outside the European Union 
illustrate that it is possible to design an approach for European 
deep water fisheries based on: 

 Sustainable use of important food resources from deep 
waters 

 Recognition of the specific sensitivities of deep water 
fisheries  

 Collaboration between vessel operators, scientists and 
fisheries managers 

 Building a robust knowledge base for management measures 

 Measures that are tailored and adapted to the specifics of 
the fisheries concerned 
 

We hope that these are taken into account in the Parliament’s 
deliberations on the way forward for deep water fisheries. 
 
 
 
My thanks to the participants at the Edinburgh Workshop 
on Deep Water fisheries held in Edinburgh on 15th/16th 
May 2013 from which I have drawn heavily in preparing 
this presentation 


