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Completing EU's energy market: more needs to be done 
 
Implementing the third energy package, decoupling gas pricing from oil indexation, giving 
more power to consumers to change suppliers and investing more in infrastructure are 
some of the main proposals included in the non-binding resolution on making the internal 
energy market work, adopted today by the Energy Committee.  
 
"The Internal Energy Market could and should be our remedy for the crisis and our precaution for 
future recessions. It is a crucial pillar of our single market in goods and services. If we want 
Europe to be competitive, we should guarantee Europeans the security of energy supply through a 
user-friendly market where they - individuals and businesses - will be able to choose a reliable 
and cheap energy provider. To achieve it, urgent action is needed in two main areas: development 
of infrastructure to connect EU Member States' energy systems, and implementation of relevant 
law. No new law needs to be created; EU countries have written it all down a long time ago. My 
report is meant to urge Member States to undertake these necessary steps, and the European 
Commission to use all possible measures to motivate EU countries", said the rapporteur and 
former EP President Jerzy Buzek (EPP, PL). 
 
Not enough progress made so far 
 
Members of the Energy Committee stress that the EU internal energy market is not completed yet 
whilst national energy markets fall short of satisfying consumers. EU citizens in some member 
states still continue to face high prices, a limited choice of suppliers, producers and tariffs and an 
overall low quality of services. MEPs call on member states to implement all EU legislation and 
particularly the third energy package "as a matter of urgency" and ask the Commission to 
undertake action against those countries where implementation has been unduly delayed 
 
Putting an end to regulated prices set below the cost 
 
The trend of rising energy prices is likely to continue given the current situation, says the text, 
and it supports the idea of decoupling the gas energy pricing mechanism from the oil-indexation 
to more flexible alternatives. MEPs call on member states to stop using price caps or regulated 
energy retail prices set at national level below the cost incurred and thus avoid distorting 
competition. Special attention should however be given to vulnerable consumers as energy 
poverty poses a great challenge and a one-size-fits all approach doesn't take into account the 
diversity of national realities. 
 
Empowering consumers 
 
Consumers should be duly protected, accurately informed and also encouraged to play a more 
active role in stimulating market competition. Increased participation of consumers could be 
facilitated by local cooperatives for renewable energy, collective switching initiatives and 



aggregators or other enablers, such as decentralised storage and smart appliances. 
 
Investing in infrastructure 
 
MEPs highlight the importance of modernising the energy infrastructure and allowing 
investments to be made through stable, innovation-friendly and predictable regulatory 
frameworks. They regret however that the Connecting Europe Facility share of the energy budget 
is less than the amount proposed by the Commission. 
 
The non-legislative resolution was adopted with 47 votes in favour, 2 against and no abstentions 
and the plenary vote is scheduled for September. 
 
 
Procedure: non-legislative resolution 
In the chair: Jens ROHDE (ALDE, DK) 
 
 
Committee on Industry, Research and Energy 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=ITRE 
 
Profile of rapporteur Jerzy Buzek (EPP, PL) 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28269/Jerzy%20BUZEK_home.html 
 
Procedure file 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/2005(INI)&l=en 
 
Workshop on "Renewable Energy in the Internal Energy Market" 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/studiesdownload.html?languageDocument=EN&file=78791 
  
Workshop on "Building a European Energy Infrastructure–Selecting Projects of Common Interest" 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/studiesdownload.html?languageDocument=EN&file=73371 
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Disclaimer 
 
This is an informal message intended to help journalists covering the work of the European Parliament.  It 
is neither an official press release nor a comprehensive record of proceedings. 
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