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IntroductionIntroduction

 Food safety is a growing concern among EU citizens. 
Coherent farm to table measures are needed in order to ensure 
the effective functioning of the internal market and adequate 
monitoring.

 The free movement of safe food is an essential aspect of the 
internal market which contributes significantly to the health 
and well-being of citizens.

 No foodstuff dangerous to health may be placed on the 
market.



TraceabilityTraceability

Traceability is a risk management tool which allows food 
business operators or authorities to withdraw products which 
are unsafe.

 Traceability of food, feed, food producing animals, and any 
other substance intended to be incorporated into a food or feed 
shall be established at all stages of production, processing and
distribution.

 Food operators shall be able to identify any person from 
whom they have supplied with a food, feed, or substance 
intended to be incorporated into a feed or food.

Source: Article 18, Regulation (EC) N° 178/2002



Official controlsOfficial controls

 Official Controls are performed to ensure the verification of 
compliance with feed and food law, animal health and 
welfare.

-The new proposal for a Regulation on Official controls 
[COM(2013)165] provides requirements on food fraud:

 financial penalties are used in relation to intentional violations of 
food chain law, they are set at a level which is sufficiently 
dissuasive and higher than the economic gain expected from the 
fraud.

 Member States shall include in their control plans and perform 
regularly mandatory unannounced official controls (including 
inspections and testing) directed at combating food fraud.

 the Commission can impose (not only recommend) coordinated 
testing programmes in specific cases, in particular, in case of 
fraud.



EFSA & RASFFEFSA & RASFF

European Food Safety Authority:

• This Authority provides scientific advice and support in all areas 
which have an impact on food safety. 

• Risk assessments and identification of emerging risks are covered by 
EFSA.

Rapid Alert System for food and feed (RASFF):

• RASFF has contributed to circulate all the information to allow
Member States concerned to investigate the incident rapidly and 
take appropriate swift action.

• 11th annual report of RASFF (period 2012) has recently been 
published. It shows the important role it has in ensuring a high level 
of food safety for citizens. It provides rapid information to food 
safety authorities on any cases of serious risks in food and feed.



Recent cases Recent cases 

Beefmeat contaminated with horsemeat – CONCLUSIONS:

 It was a question of food fraud, not food safety!

Farmers have considerably invested in their farms to improve 
transparency and traceability in farming.

 All traceability measures implemented by farmers have benefited the 
entire food chain and consumers alike (but farmers have borne the 
costs).

 The cornerstone of any credible food safety policy must be a sufficient 
level of official controls.

We would like to stress the need to maintain a high demand for the 
traceability of meat within the EU and also for imported products.


