


 

 
 

May 7–8, 2013, Brussels, Belgium 

Background 

The Arab Spring has fundamentally changed the political landscape of Europe’s Southern 
neighborhood. In the emerging environment, Islamist parties rose as the strongest political 
contenders for power at the 2012 elections, particularly in Tunisia, Morocco, and Egypt, and are 
likely to continue to do well in future elections in other countries. 

After decades of focusing on relations with the incumbent, authoritarian regimes and limiting 
dealings with Islamists, there is a strong need for the EU to fundamentally rethink its 
relationship with its Southern neighbors and to establish a link to the newly emerged parties in 
the MENA region. Simultaneously, the relations of civil society and moderate religious groups 
with political Islam need to be better understood. Any such effort must be based on a wider 
understanding of actors’ views as well as their political, economic, and social ideas and goals—
something that is currently lacking in Western capitals. 

Europe’s engagement with its Southern neighborhood must take into account this changed 
operational environment in order to move beyond immediate tactical decisionmaking toward a 
more conceptual approach to transforming the EU-MENA relationship. Understanding the 
range of political forces within MENA remains a challenge in European and Western capitals, in 
part because of weak or insufficient contacts in the past, in part because these forces themselves 
are changing. 

Concept 

To begin addressing the need for a deeper understanding of the MENA actors and promote 
stronger interregional engagement, Carnegie hosted a one-day conference in Washington, DC in 
April 2012. The event brought together high-level representatives of Islamist parties from Egypt, 
Morocco, Tunisia, Libya, and Jordan to exchange and discuss their political and economic 
ambitions for their countries during the ongoing transition. 

Expanding upon the success of this endeavor in the United States, Carnegie Europe in 
collaboration with the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, the European Parliament, 
and the Egmont—Royal Institute for International Relations is hosting a two-day conference in 
Brussels. It will convene high-level representatives from the MENA region and relevant 
European stakeholders in order to discuss the key issues dominating the EU-MENA agenda. 
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DAY 1: “Understanding Political Islam: Views from Within” 

May 7, 2013, European Parliament, József Antall Building, Floor 2, Room JAN2Q2 

Join the conversation on Twitter using hashtag #EUMENA2013 

8:45–9:00 a.m. Opening Remarks: Elmar Brok, Chair, Foreign Affairs Committee, 
European Parliament 

9:00–10:45 a.m. 

 

Governing Transition: Building New Institutions After the Elections 

In the wake of the wave of change that swept the Arab region, voters of 
Egypt, Tunisia, and Morocco have chosen Islamist political parties to lead 
their governments. How are these incumbents advancing national governance 
structures and institutions, and what are the challenges they face? Will 
democratic governance be the new mainstay in these countries?  

Keynote Address: Pierre Vimont, Executive Secretary General, European 
External Action Service 

 Chair: José Ignacio Salafranca Sánchez-Neyra, Member, Foreign 
Affairs Committee, European Parliament 

 Rapporteur: Sinan Ülgen, Visiting Scholar, Carnegie Europe 

 Speakers: 

 Aïcha Dhaouadi, Ennahda Party, National Founding Assembly 
(Tunisia) 

 Elhabib Choubani, Minister of Relations with the Parliament and 
Civil Society, Justice and Development Party (Morocco) 

 Dr. Abdul Mawgoud Dardery, Member of Parliament, 
Spokesperson of the Foreign Relations Committee, Freedom and 
Justice Party (Egypt) 

10:45–11:15 a.m. Coffee Break 

11:15 a.m.–1:00 p.m. 

 

From Dictatorship to Democratic States: Citizenship, Polarization, and 
the “Balance of Power” 

Youth comprise the majority of the population in the MENA region and were 
the vanguards of recent uprisings. They raise the need for a new definition of 
citizenship that provides a clear framework in which the government and its 
people can interact. How do Islamist governments perceive the concept of 
citizenship and nationality? How can the independence of the judiciary be 
promoted to help safeguard citizens’ rights? What is the question of the 
“balance of power” between state and citizen—how is it addressed and within 
what context? 

 Chair: Pier Antonio Panzeri, Chairman, Delegation for Relations with 
the Maghreb Countries and the Arab Maghreb Union, European 
Parliament 

 Rapporteur: Rima Maktabi, Anchor and Senior Roving Correspondent, 
Al Arabiya (Lebanon) 
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 Speakers: 

 Said Ferjani, former Adviser to the Tunisian Ministry of Justice, 
Ennahda Party (Tunisia) 

 Mustapha El Khalfi, Minister of Communications, Government 
Spokesperson, Justice and Development Party (Morocco) 

 Gehad El-Haddad, Senior Adviser, Muslim Brotherhood and 
Freedom and Justice Party; Executive Director, Nahda Project 
(Egypt) 

1:00–2:30 p.m. Lunch Break* 

2:30–4:15 p.m. Economic Challenges: Development, Cooperation, and Crisis 

The twin challenge of dealing with the political transition coupled with 
deteriorating economic conditions put the transition to democracy and 
economic stability at risk. How are the current governments responding to 
these economic challenges, and what will be the priorities and the sequencing 
of economic reforms? Are there any short-term solutions to the youth 
unemployment crisis? Are the economic policies that are being implemented 
guided by Islamic doctrine, and, if so, how is this compatible with 
international private law and WTO rules? How can external actors support 
the economies in these countries with enough guarantees on the level of free 
trade? 

 Chair: Annemie Neyts-Uyttebroeck, Member, Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, European Parliament 

 Rapporteur: Sarah Chayes, Senior Associate, Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace 

 Speakers: 

 Dr. Sameh Fawzy Henien, Member, Shura Council (Egypt) 

 Mohamed Ben Salem, Minister of Agriculture, Ennahda Party 
(Tunisia) 

 Dr. Hakima Fasly, Member, Justice and Development Party; 
Professor, Hassan II University (Morocco) 

4:15 p.m. Closing Remarks: Edward McMillan-Scott, Vice President, European 
Parliament 

 

* Participants are welcome to purchase lunch in the European Parliament cafeteria on 
the ground floor of the Altiero Spinelli (ASP) building. A variety of cafés and restaurants 
are also located in Place du Luxembourg. Those leaving the European Parliament are 

kindly asked to keep their visitor badges and to reenter via the JAN building only. 
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DAY 2: “MENA in Transition: Players, Plans, and Positions” 

May 8, 2013, Fondation Universitaire, rue d’Egmont 11, 1000 Brussels 

Join the conversation on Twitter using hashtag #EUMENA2013 

9:00–9:30 a.m. Opening Remarks: Amb. Marc Otte, Director of Policy Planning, Belgian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs; former EU Special Representative to the Middle 
East peace process 

Keynote Address: Wadah Khanfar, President, The Sharq Forum; former 
Director-General, Al Jazeera Network (Palestine) 

9:30–10:45 a.m. 

 

Constitution Writing: Defining the Political Framework in View of 
Competing Value Systems 

As countries in MENA embark on constitutional reform, they face the 
challenge of providing a legitimate, inclusive constitutional process that will 
lead to equal power distribution, create an effective system of checks and 
balances, and ensure fair and equal representation of all societal groups, 
particularly ethnic and religious minorities. What is needed to build a solid 
base for peaceful democratic transition? What issues in the constitutional 
drafting process define the political system, the electoral process, and the 
wider definition of political rights? What is the place of religion in the 
constitution, and how will it be addressed? 

 Chair: Amb. Marc Otte, Director of Policy Planning, Belgian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs; former EU Special Representative to the Middle East 
peace process 

 Speakers: 

 Dr. Abdul Mawgoud Dardery, Member of Parliament, 
Spokesperson of the Foreign Relations Committee, Freedom and 
Justice Party (Egypt) 

 Omar Iharchane, Member, General Secretariat of the Political 
Department; Coordinator of the Bureau for Studies and Research, 
Justice and Charity Party (Morocco) 

 Nader Bakkar, Cofounder and Spokesman, al-Nour Party (Egypt) 

 Noomane Fehri, Member, Jamhouri Party (Tunisia) 

10:45–11:15 a.m. Coffee Break 

11:15 a.m.–12:45 p.m. 

 

The Social and Economic Dimensions of Transition 

Western media were quick to paint the Arab Spring as a movement for 
freedom and human rights. While liberal values are certainly one part of the 
equation, the Western perspective tends to overlook the underlying 
socioeconomic dimensions of the transition. How can equal access to 
economic opportunities be enhanced and widely assured? How can a vibrant 
media landscape be achieved and protected from censorship?  

 Chair: Amb. Marc Pierini, Visiting Scholar, Carnegie Europe 
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 Speakers: 

 Khairoun Said, Chair of the Finance and Economic Development 
Committee, House of Representatives (Morocco) 

 Dr. Ahmed Khalil Khairalla, Head, Culture Committee, al-Nour 
Party (Egypt) 

 Dr. Mondher Ben Ayed, Chief Executive Officer, TMI and Oradist 
(Tunisia) 

 Tamer Meky, Member, Shura Council, Asala Salafi Party; Chairman, 
National Security, Arab and Foreign Affairs Committee (Egypt) 

 Jihad Yazigi, Editor in Chief, The Syria Report (Syria) 

12:45–2:00 p.m. Lunch Break 

2:00–3:30 p.m. 

 

The Role of Regional Powers: Turkey, Iran, Israel 

With the old status quo in the MENA region unraveled, regional powers are 
playing an increasingly important role in keeping regional stability. With the 
backdrop of Saudi and Iranian quests for power risking a deepened (religious) 
divide in the region, can a regional settlement satisfying all parties be 
envisaged? Can Qatar balance its support for the United States and Iran 
without risking alienation from both sides? Where do Turkey and Israel stand 
during this crucial period of transition, and how will they influence the 
process? 

 Chair: Amb. Marc Franco, former Head, Delegation of the European 
Union to Egypt 

 Speakers: 

 Amb. Shimon Stein, former Ambassador of Israel to the Federal 
Republic of Germany; Senior Fellow, Institute for National Security 
Studies (Israel) 

 Dr. Kayhan Barzegar, Director, Institute for Middle East Strategic 
Studies (Iran) 

 Dr. Güven Sak, Director, Economic Policy Research Foundation of 
Turkey (Turkey) 

3:30–3:45 p.m. Coffee Break 

3:45–5:15 p.m. 

 

New Partnership: Future Perspectives and Challenges of European-
Arab Relations 

The Arab Spring rapidly upset the regional order, leaving Europe struggling to 
formulate cohesive and solid policies to react to the changing political and 
social landscapes. So far, European countries have reacted to the events on an 
ad hoc basis, lacking a systematic and effective approach toward the 
Arab Spring. Considering the influence Western powers hold in the region, 
how can Europe engage effectively with regional actors? What can the Middle 
Eastern and North African governments expect from the West? What will the 
new regimes’ foreign policies look like? 
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 Chair: Jan Techau, Director, Carnegie Europe 

 Speakers: 

 Rima Maktabi, Anchor and Senior Roving Correspondent, Al 
Arabiya (Lebanon) 

 Mustapha El Khalfi, Minister of Communications, Government 
Spokesperson, Justice and Development Party (Morocco) 

 Dr. Amr Hamzawy, Founder, Egypt Freedom Party; Professor, 
Department of Public Policy and Administration, American 
University (Egypt) 

 Jean-Nicolas Bitter, Senior Adviser on Religion, Politics, and 
Conflict, Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (Switzerland) 

 Christian Berger, Director for North Africa, Middle East, the 
Arabian Peninsula, Iran, and Iraq, European External Action Service 

5:15 p.m. Closing Remarks: Bernardino León, EU Special Representative for the 
Southern Mediterranean Region 

 

  



6 
 

Speaker Biographies 

 

 

Mohamed Ben Salem, Minister of Agriculture, Ennahda Party (Tunisia) 
Mohamed Ben Salem is the minister of agriculture for the Ennahda Party in Tunisia. He 
has been a leader of the Ennahda Party and a member of its executive bureau since 1989. 
He is a notable expert on water resources and is principal engineer and lecturer at the 
Higher School of Agriculture in Tunisia. Ben Salem holds a degree from the Ecole 
Supérieure des Eaux de Strasbourg, France. 

 

 

Nader Bakkar, Cofounder and Spokesman, al-Nour Party (Egypt) 
Nader Bakkar is a cofounder and the official spokesman of Egypt’s al-Nour Party, a 
member of the party’s Supreme Committee, and the chairman’s assistant for media affairs. 
He was elected a member of Egypt’s Constituent Assembly. He is a lecturer and trainer 
with a diploma in Islamic economics, and has participated in more than 150 conferences 
in various universities around Egypt, representing the Islamic trend in general. Bakkar 
writes weekly columns for al-Ahram, al-Watan and al-Youm al-Saba’a, and presents a weekly 
program on Al Jazeera. 

 

Dr. Kayhan Barzegar, Director, Institute for Middle East Strategic Studies (Iran) 
Dr. Barzegar is director of the Institute for Middle East Strategic Studies. He is also chair 
of the Department of Political Science and International Relations at the Science and 
Research Branch of the Islamic Azad University, as well as senior research fellow at the 
Center for Strategic Research in Tehran. Since 2010, he has been a research associate at 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology Center for International Studies. Barzegar was 
a research fellow at Harvard Kennedy School’s Belfer Center for Science and 
International Affairs and visiting research fellow at the London School of Economics. He 
has published numerous analyses on Iran’s regional policy, the politics of Iran’s nuclear 
program, Iran–United States relations, and Iran-Arab relations.  

 

Dr. Mondher Ben Ayed, Chief Executive Officer, TMI and Oradist (Tunisia) 
Dr. Mondher Ben Ayed has been chief executive officer of TMI and Oradist, two major 
players in the IT industry in Tunisia, since 1991 and 1995 respectively. He has also been a 
member of the board of the Tunisian-American Friendship Association since 1994, and 
of the board of the Tunisian Association of Business Leaders since 1995. Among other 
key positions, he was president of the Tunisian-American Chamber of Commerce and 
was recently a nonexecutive adviser to the prime minister of Tunisia on economic issues 
and international relations. Ben Ayed holds a PhD in computer engineering from the 
University of Rochester, New York. 

 

Christian Berger, Director for North Africa, Middle East, the Arabian Peninsula, 
Iran, and Iraq, European External Action Service  
Prior to his nomination to his current post, Christian Berger was head of the EU Office 
in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. Previously he was, among other things, EU 
Representative to the Quartet Special Envoy and political adviser on the Middle East in 
the European Commission Directorate-General for External Relations. He was also in 
charge of the Commission’s crisis-response and peace-building unit. He worked for 
several years with the United Nations in the Middle East and with the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe in Vienna, before joining the EU institutions in 1997.
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Jean-Nicolas Bitter, Senior Adviser on Religion, Politics, and Conflict, Political 
Affairs Directorate, Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (Switzerland)  
Jean-Nicolas Bitter served as a delegate of the International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) in Lebanon, the Occupied Territories, Pakistan, and Afghanistan. He was a 
visiting fellow at the Institute for Conflict Analysis and Resolution, George Mason 
University, from 1994 to 1996, where he focused on the religious dimensions of conflicts 
while working for the ICRC in Moldova, the former Yugoslavia, Rwanda, Iran, and Sri 
Lanka. He works as a consultant on conflict resolution and completed his PhD thesis on 
the interplay between values and interests in conflicts between “worlds.” Since 2001, 
Bitter is a program officer in the section for civilian peace operations within the division 
on human security of the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, covering Central 
Asia, and the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

 

Elmar Brok, Chair, Foreign Affairs Committee, European Parliament  
Elmar Brok has served as a German member of the European Parliament since 1980 and 
is currently the chairman of the European Parliament Committee on Foreign Affairs. He 
is a member of the European People’s Party and European Democrats, and member of 
the Delegation for Relations with the People’s Republic of China. Brok was the EP 
representative at the Intergovernmental Conferences on the Amsterdam, Nice, and 
Lisbon Treaties and the EU Constitution, and participated in the Council’s Reflection 
Group for Maastricht II. He studied politics and law, including at the Center for 
European Governmental Studies at the University of Edinburgh. 

 

Sarah Chayes, Senior Associate, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace  
Sarah Chayes is a senior associate in the South Asia Program at the Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace. Formerly special adviser to the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, she is an expert in South Asia policy, kleptocracy and anticorruption, and civil-
military relations. She is currently working on correlations between acute public 
corruption and the rise of militant extremism. Chayes is the author of The Punishment of 
Virtue: Inside Afghanistan After the Taliban. She is a contributing writer for the Los Angeles 
Times opinion section, and her articles have appeared in the Washington Post, the New York 
Times, and the Atlantic, among other publications.  

 

Elhabib Choubani, Minister of Relations with the Parliament and Civil Society, 
Justice and Development Party (Morocco)  
Since 2004, Elhabib Choubani has served as a member of the General Secretariat of the 
Justice and Development Party in Morocco. He was appointed minister in charge of 
relations with the parliament and civil society in 2012. Prior to his appointment as 
minister, he was president of the Civic Observatory for the Promotion of Ethics and 
Transparency in the Public Sphere from 2007 to 2010, and chair of the Justice, 
Legislation, and Human Rights Committee of the House of Representatives. From 2003 
to 2006, Choubani was president of the Jamaa Association, the association of advisers to 
the Justice and Development Party. 
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Dr. Abdul Mawgoud Dardery, Member of Parliament, Spokesperson of the 
Foreign Relations Committee, Freedom and Justice Party (Egypt) 
Dr. Abdul Mawgoud Dardery is a member of the Egyptian parliament for the Freedom 
and Justice Party, spokesperson of the Foreign Relations Committee, and member of the 
Tourism Committee. He has also been director of the Luxor Islamic Center for Global 
Dialogue since 2012. Until 2011, Dardery was based in the United States as adjunct 
professor of cultural studies and assistant professor of Islamic studies. From 2001 to 
2008, he was assistant professor of cultural studies and critical discourse at South Valley 
University in Egypt. Dardery holds a BA and MA in English and a PhD in cultural studies 
on Eurocentrism vs. Islamism from the University of Pittsburgh. 

 

Aïcha Dhaouadi, Ennahda Party, National Founding Assembly (Tunisia) 
Aïcha Dhaouadi is a member of the Commissions for Rights and Liberties and for 
Foreign Affairs at the National Founding Assembly of Tunisia. She was elected in 2011. 
Since 2004, she has been president of Femmes pour la Liberté and is a founding member 
of the human rights association Voix Libre. An avid human rights activist, she spent 
several years in prison under Ben Ali’s regime, and was forced into political exile in 
France. Between 2002 and 2008, she was a teacher and a board member of Solidarité 
Tunisienne in France. In 2009, she became a member of the Association for the Victims 
of Repression in Exile. Dhaouadi returned to Tunisia in 2011 after fourteen years in exile. 

 

Gehad El-Haddad, Senior Adviser, the Muslim Brotherhood and Freedom and 
Justice Party; Executive Director, Nahda Project (Egypt) 
Gehad El-Haddad is senior adviser and media spokesperson for the Muslim Brotherhood, 
executive director of the Nahda Project, senior adviser on foreign affairs for the Freedom 
and Justice Party, and member of the Steering Committee for the Renaissance Project. 
Previously, he was media strategist and official spokesperson for Mohamed Morsi’s 
presidential campaign in 2011. He was also city director for the William J. Clinton 
Foundation and founded and directed Qabila, a media production entity. El-Haddad 
holds an MS in strategic marketing, competitive intelligence, and customer relationship 
management from De Montfort University. 

 

Mustapha El Khalfi, Minister of Communications, Government Spokesperson, 
Justice and Development Party (Morocco) 
Mustapha El Khalfi is the minister of communications and government spokesperson for 
the Justice and Development Party in Morocco. He is also a member of the Moroccan 
Federation of Newspaper Editors. In his career as a journalist, he served as editor in chief 
and publication director of the Moroccan Arabic Daily Attajdid. In 2009, he launched the 
Moroccan Center for Contemporary Research and Studies. Previously, he was a visiting 
scholar in Carnegie’s Democracy and Rule of Law Program, where he analyzed political 
reform trends in the region and the changing role of Islamist movements and parties. In 
2006, Khalfi was awarded the Fulbright/American Political Science Association 
Congressional Fellowship to study U.S. policy in the Middle East, with a focus on 
democracy promotion efforts. 
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Dr. Hakima Fasly, Member, Justice and Development Party; Professor, Hassan II 
University (Morocco) 

Hakima Fasly is an elected member of the Moroccan parliament for the Justice and 
Development Party, as well as a member of the Committee on Finance and Economic 
Affairs. She is also a lecturer in the faculty of law at Mohammedia Maroc, where she 
teaches public finance and microeconomics. 

 

Noomane Fehri, Member, Jamhouri Party (Tunisia) 
Noomane Fehri is a member of the Jamhouri Party in the Tunisian National 
Constitutional Assembly. From 1991 he held various technical, sales, and general 
management positions at Schlumberger in France, Libya, Norway, Algeria, Indonesia, and 
the UK. He joined KPMG Consulting and then Atos Origin, a global technology firm, 
where he held business development and general management positions, including 
director of innovation for Atos UK. Fehri was a board member of the UK National 
Computing Center, a founding member of the London MagNet Society, and a member of 
the Comité Haut Niveau de Science et Technologie, a technological advisory board to the 
Tunisian prime minister. 

 

 

Said Ferjani, former Adviser to the Tunisian Ministry of Justice, Ennahda Party 
(Tunisia) 
Said Ferjani was a member of the executive bureau of Ennahda from 1992 to 2000. He is 
a former member of the Shura council for Ennahda and secretary general of the Islam 
and Modernity Forum. He is a human rights activist and founding leader of the 
Association Internationale de Soutien pour les Prisoniers Politiques and founding leader 
of Families Relief UK, an international charity. Ferjani is the former vice chair of the 
Mosques and Imams Advisory Board, UK, a former head of policy, media, and public 
relations at the Muslim Association of Britain, and a former adviser and consultant to the 
UK Ministry of Justice. 

 

Amb. Marc Franco, former Head, Delegation of the European Union to Egypt
Amb. Marc Franco is senior associate fellow in the Europe in the World Program of 
EGMONT—the Royal Institute for International Relations. Previously, he was head of 
the EU delegation to Egypt and head of the European Commission’s delegation to 
Russia. In his career at the European Commission, Franco held positions including 
deputy director-general of the Directorate-General EuropeAid and director for the 
Cohesion Fund and Structural Pre-Accession Instrument in the Directorate-General for 
Regional Development. Before joining the European institutions, he was a researcher for 
Cambridge University and associate expert for the United Nations in Senegal and for 
UNIDO in Upper Volta. 

 

Dr. Amr Hamzawy, Founder, Egypt Freedom Party; Professor, Department of 
Public Policy and Administration, American University (Egypt) 
Dr. Amr Hamzawy is the founder of the Egypt Freedom Party and professor at the 
Department of Public Policy and Administration at the American University in Egypt. 
After finishing his doctoral studies and five years of teaching in Cairo and Berlin, he 
joined the Carnegie Middle East Center as research director and senior associate. 
Hamzawy serves on the Middle East Advisory Council of Human Rights Watch and the 
boards of Crisis International and the Arab Council for Social Science. He regularly 
contributes articles in Arabic and English to various academic journals and writes a 
bimonthly op-ed for the leading Arabic daily al-Hayat. 
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Dr. Sameh Fawzy Henien, Member, Shura Council (Egypt) 
Dr. Sameh Henien is a member of the Shura Council and has been director of the Center 
for Development Studies at Bibliotheca Alexandrina since 2009. As a professional writer 
for numerous newspapers, he provided consultancy services for the Ministry of 
Population and Family as well as for international organizations such as USAID and 
UNESCO. He also coordinated a European Commission–UN project implemented by 
the League of Arab States. Henien holds a PhD in social capital formation and an MA in 
accountability and transparency in public administration from Cairo University, as well as 
an MA in governance and development from the University of Sussex. 

 

Omar Iharchane, Member, General Secretariat of the Political Department and 
Coordinator of the Bureau for Studies and Research, Justice and Charity Party 
(Justice et Spiritualité “Al-Adl wal-Ihsan”) (Morocco) 
Omar Iharchane is a member of the General Secretariat of the Political Department and 
Coordinator of the Bureau for Studies and Research of the Justice and Charity Party. He 
is also president of the Moroccan Center for Research and Policy Analysis. Since 2008, 
Iharchane has served as the supervisor general of the diagnostic report “Morocco in the 
Year”, for which he supervises a team of more than 40 researchers. 

 

Dr. Ahmed Khalil Khairalla, Head, Culture Committee, al-Nour Party (Egypt) 
Dr. Ahmed Khalil Khairalla is a member of the Supreme Council of Journalism and a 
member of Egypt’s Constituent Assembly. He is also a member of the House of 
Representatives and deputy head of the Youth Committee. Khairalla is a strategic 
planning specialist, and is founder and chief executive officer of the Tamkeen 
Corporation for Managerial Consulting. He holds a PhD in intellectual capital and 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in business administration. 

 

Said Khairoun, Chair of the Finance and Economic Development Committee, 
House of Representatives (Morocco) 
Since 2012, Said Khairoun has been the chair of the Finance and Economic Development 
Committee in the Moroccan House of Representatives. Since 2013, he has also been the 
second deputy chairman of the Tangier-Tetouan region and of the Municipal Council of 
the City of Grand Palace. From 2004 to 2012, Khairoun served as author for the Justice 
and Development Party in the Araish province. Between 2002 and 2016, he worked as 
lawmaker. He holds a degree in economics. 

 

 

Wadah Khanfar, President, The Sharq Forum; former Director-General, Al Jazeera 
Network (Palestine) 
Wadah Khanfar is the president of the Sharq Forum, an independent think tank dedicated 
to developing long-term strategies for the political development, social justice, and 
economic prosperity of the people of the Middle East. He is also a board member of the 
Global Editors Network, which empowers editors in chief and senior news executives 
from around the world looking to preserve editorial quality. He previously served as the 
director-general of the Al Jazeera Network. In 2011, he was ranked first by Foreign Policy 
magazine in its Top 100 Global Thinkers, and came first in Fast Company’s 100 Most 
Creative People in Business. He was also named one of the most powerful people in the 
world by Forbes magazine in 2009.  
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Bernardino León, EU Special Representative for the Southern Mediterranean 
Region 
Bernardino León is the EU Special Representative for the Southern Mediterranean region. 
Prior to his appointment, he worked as secretary of state at the Spanish Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, and was later appointed secretary-general in the Spanish 
prime minister’s office. He acted as main foreign policy adviser and became Sherpa for 
the G20 in 2009. During his diplomatic career, León has also been personal adviser to the 
EU Special Representative for the Middle East Peace Process and head of the Three 
Cultures of the Mediterranean Foundation. He holds a master’s degree in international 
relations from the Center of International Studies in Barcelona. 

 

Rima Maktabi, Anchor and Senior Roving Correspondent for Al Arabiya 
(Lebanon) 
Since 2012, Rima Maktabi has been anchor and senior roving correspondent for Al 
Arabiya. An experienced communications professional, she has done extensive field 
coverage from Syria focusing on the political and humanitarian aspects of the conflict 
there. Prior to that, she worked as an anchor/reporter with CNN, where she hosted the 
show Inside the Middle East. She was also a reporter and senior anchor for Al Arabiya. 
She covered major news stories across the Middle East, such as the Arab Spring 
revolutions and the 2006 Israeli war on Lebanon. Maktabi holds a BA in communication 
arts and an MA in international affairs from the Lebanese American University. 

 

Tamer Meky, Member, Shura Council, Asala Salafi Party; Chairman, National 
Security, Arab and Foreign Affairs Committee (Egypt) 
Tamer Meky is a member of the Shura Council as well as member and general secretary 
for national security of the Arab and Foreign Affairs Committee. He is also chairman of 
the Foreign Affairs and National Security Committee for the Al Asala Party in Egypt, 
which he co-founded. He holds a bachelor’s degree in law as well as a degree in police and 
security sciences. 

 

Edward McMillan-Scott, Vice President, European Parliament 
Since 2004, Edward McMillan-Scott has been vice president of the European Parliament 
responsible for human rights and democracy. He was first elected to the European 
Parliament in 1984. A pioneer of reform in the Arab world since 1990, he was the first 
EU politician to visit Cairo during the 2011 revolution. He is a relation of T.E. Lawrence 
(of Arabia). He served as vice president for the Euro-Mediterranean Parliamentary 
Assembly from 2004 to 2009 and since 2012 has been responsible for the Sakharov Prize 
network and for transatlantic relations. 

 

Amb. Marc Otte, Director of Policy Planning, Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs; 
former EU Special Representative to the Middle East peace process 
Marc Otte is the director of policy planning at the Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He 
was special representative for the Middle East peace process and adviser on defense and 
security policy to the EU high representative for the common foreign and security policy. 
He joined the Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1976 and held various assignments, 
including consul-general in Los Angeles, ambassador to Israel, and director for security 
policy and disarmament. Otte holds an MA in political and social sciences and a 
postgraduate degree from the Institute for Developing Countries of the University of 
Louvain. He has written several articles and publications on European security and 
defense policy and the Middle East peace process. 



12 
 

 

Annemie Neyts-Uyttebroeck, Member, Committee on Foreign Affairs, European 
Parliament 
Annemie Neyts-Uyttebroeck is a Belgian politician and member of the European 
Parliament for the Open Flemish Liberals and Democrats and the Alliance of Liberals 
and Democrats for Europe. She is a member of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the 
Subcommittee on Security and Defense, and the Delegation for Relations with the 
NATO Parliamentary Assembly. Prior to her European mandate, she served as member 
of the Belgian federal parliament. Neyts-Uyttebroeck is a member of the board of the 
International Peace Information Service, chair of the governing board of the Overseas 
Trade Agency, and cochair of the Federal Intercultural Dialogue Commission. 

 

Pier Antonio Panzeri, Chairman, Delegation for Relations with the Maghreb 
Countries and the Arab Maghreb Union, European Parliament 
Pier Antonio Panzeri has been a member of the European Parliament since 2004. He is a 
member of the Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats. He chairs 
the Delegation for Relations with the Maghreb Countries and the Arab Maghreb Union. 
Together with Mr. Salafranca, he also chairs the European Parliament’s Monitoring 
Group on the Situation in the Southern Mediterranean. He served as general-secretary of 
the Metropolitan Chamber of Labor of Milan from 1995 to 2003 and attended the United 
Nations General Assembly as an observer for Israeli-Palestinian issues. He is the author 
of several books, articles, and conference papers. 

 

Amb. Marc Pierini, Visiting Scholar, Carnegie Europe 
Amb. Marc Pierini is a visiting scholar at Carnegie Europe and a fellow with the Open 
Society Foundation, Turkey. His research focuses on developments in the Middle East 
and Turkey from a European perspective. An EU diplomat from 1976 to 2012, Pierini 
has been EU ambassador and head of delegation to Turkey, and ambassador to Tunisia, 
Libya, Syria, and Morocco. He also served as the first coordinator for the Euro-
Mediterranean Partnership from 1995 to 1998, and was the main negotiator for the 
release of the Bulgarian hostages in Libya from 2004 to 2007. Pierini served as counselor 
in the cabinet of two European commissioners between 1979 and 1991. 

 

Dr. Güven Sak, Director, Economic Policy Research Foundation of Turkey 
(Turkey) 
Dr. Güven Sak is the director of the Economic Policy Research Foundation of Turkey 
and acting rector of the TOBB University of Economics and Technology. He was a 
founding member of the Monetary Policy Council of the Central Bank of Turkey, where 
he served as an external member between 2001 and 2005. He has held prominent 
positions in Turkish social security reform projects, and was among the leaders of the 
Turkish capital market modernization project. Sak served as professor of public 
economics in the Faculty of Political Sciences of Ankara University until 2006. He holds a 
PhD in economics from the Middle East Technical University and an MA from the 
University of East Anglia. 
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José Ignacio Salafranca Sánchez-Neyra, Member, Foreign Affairs Committee, 
European Parliament 
José Ignacio Salafranca has been a member of the European Parliament since 1994 and a 
member of the Bureau of the European People’s Party. He chairs the Delegation to the 
Euro-Latin American Parliamentary Assembly and, together with Mr. Panzeri, the 
Monitoring Group on the Situation in the Southern Mediterranean. He is his party’s 
group spokesperson in the Committee of Foreign Affairs and was the chief of the EU’s 
election observation missions in Lebanon, Algeria, Mexico, and Peru. He was also head of 
the European Parliament delegations to Afghanistan, Tunisia, and Libya, among others. 
He holds a degree in law from the Universidad Complutense de Madrid and was a 
professor of European Communities at the Universities of Paris, Lille, and Trieste. 

 

Amb. Shimon Stein, former Ambassador of Israel to the Federal Republic of 
Germany; Senior Fellow, Institute for National Security Studies (Israel) 
Amb. Shimon Stein is a senior fellow at the Institute for National Security Studies (INSS). 
He joined the INSS research staff after a long career in the Israeli foreign service. He 
served as Israel’s ambassador to Germany from 2001 to 2007. Prior to that appointment, 
he served in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs as deputy director-general for the 
Commonwealth of Independent States as well as Eastern and Central Europe. Stein has 
held additional diplomatic posts in Washington, Germany, and Israel, and was a member 
of Israel’s delegation to multilateral negotiations on arms control. He is also an 
international consultant, working for American, German, and Israeli clients. He publishes 
regular articles in the German press on foreign and security issues. 

 

Jan Techau, Director, Carnegie Europe 
Jan Techau is the director of Carnegie Europe. He is a noted expert on EU integration 
and foreign policy, transatlantic affairs, and German foreign and security policy. Prior to 
his appointment, he served in the NATO Defense College’s research division from 2010 
to 2011. He was director of the Alfred von Oppenheim Center for European Policy 
Studies at the German Council on Foreign Relations in Berlin between 2006 and 2010, 
and served at the Press and Information Department of the German Ministry of Defense 
from 2001 to 2006. Techau is an associate scholar at the Center for European Policy 
Analysis and an associate fellow at the German Council on Foreign Relations and the 
American Institute for Contemporary German Studies. He is a regular contributor to 
German and international news media.  

 

Sinan Ülgen, Visiting Scholar, Carnegie Europe  
Sinan Ülgen is a visiting scholar at Carnegie Europe, where his research focuses on the 
implications of Turkish foreign policy for Europe and the United States, particularly with 
regard to Turkey’s regional stance and its role in nuclear, energy, and climate issues. He is 
a founding partner of Istanbul Economics, a Turkish consulting firm specialized in public 
and regulatory affairs, and chairman of the Center for Economics and Foreign Policy 
Studies. Ülgen has served in the Turkish Foreign Service in several capacities: in Ankara at 
the United Nations desk (1990–1992); in Brussels at the Turkish Permanent Delegation to 
the European Union (1992–1996); and at the Turkish embassy in Tripoli (1996). He is a 
regular contributor to Turkish dailies. 
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Amb. Pierre Vimont, Executive Secretary General, European External Action 
Service 
Pierre Vimont has been the executive secretary-general of the European External Action 
Service since it was created in 2010. Prior to his nomination, he was France’s ambassador 
to the United States from 2007. Between 2002 and 2007, he served as chief of staff to the 
minister of foreign affairs. He was also France’s ambassador to the EU from 1999 to 
2002, and director for European cooperation at the Department of European and 
Economic Affairs of the French Foreign Ministry from 1997 to 1999. Vimont holds a BA 
in law and graduated from the Institute of Political Studies and the National School of 
Administration in France.  

 

Jihad Yazigi, Editor in Chief, The Syria Report (Syria)  
Jihad Yazigi is editor in chief of The Syria Report, an online economic and business digest. 
He has written extensively on Syria’s economic and business affairs and has published 
several sector reports on Syrian industries. He currently works as a consultant for 
businesses and international organizations operating in Syria. 
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