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CHAIR'SWELCOME
The next meeting of the
ENVI Committee, taking
place on 4 July1 includes
several key votes.

Members will vote on
setting out basic safety
standards aiming to protect
the health of citizens against
the dangers of ionising
radiation.

Furthermore, the Committee will vote on the conclusion
of the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources
and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits, as well as
on measures implementing the Protocol in the EU.

Members should also decide whether they agree with
the compromise package on portable batteries and
accumulators containing cadmium that was pre-agreed
at the trialogue negotiations between the Parliament,
the Commission and the Council.

Matthias Groote

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE NEXT MEETING

Basic safety standards for protection against the dangers
arising from exposure to ionising radiation
Adoption of draft report

The proposed directive sets out the basic safety
standards to protect the health of the public, patients
and workers against the dangers of ionising radiation.
Those standards apply to any planned, existing or
emergency exposure. The proposal unifies and updates
existing Directives in the area; in addition, a new chapter
is also included on the protection of the environment,
including exposure of non-human species.

In his draft report, the rapporteur welcomes the proposal
as a further step towards improving protection against
exposure to ionising radiation. He seeks to avoid possible
conflicts in the disposal of different radioactive materials
and to reduce administrative burden; but he objects to
including a new chapter on protection of the
environment in the BSS directive. 294 amendments by

1 This draft agenda is subject to changes. The final agenda will
be adopted at the beginning of the meeting.

ENVI Members addressing, amongst other issues, the
legal basis of the draft act, differences between natural
and man-made sources of radioactivity, control and
monitoring requirements, rules for emergencies,
compensation of
damages,
information of the
public and
exceptions for
medical applications.

Altogether 325
amendments will be put to vote in total - 294 from the
Committee on the Environment and 31 from the
Committee on Employment.
Rapporteur: Ulmer (EPP) Procedure file
Shadows: Tănăsescu (S&D), Panayotov (ALDE), Rivasi
(Greens/EFA), Ouzký (ECR), Wils (GUE/NGL)
AMs: 12-150, 151-294

Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the
Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from the
Utilization to the Convention on Biological diversity
Adoption of draft report

Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)
are committed to have the Nagoya Protocol in force and
operational by 2015. The EU and its Member States
expect to become full Parties to the Protocol (and thus
ratify it) by the time of its entry into force. The Protocol
requires fifty ratifications to enter into force. The Nagoya
Protocol was open for signature between 2 February 2011
and 1 February 2012, and has so far been signed by 92
Parties. Within the EU, both the European Union and 26
Member States have signed the protocol.

The Parliament, the Council and the Commission have
expressed their commitment to a swift implementation
and ratification of the Nagoya Protocol in the Union. The
Commission has proposed a Regulation establishing a
system of measures for implementing the Nagoya
Protocol in the Union. The current proposal for a Council
decision aims at concluding the Nagoya Protocol on
Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable
Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilization to the
Convention on Biological Diversity.

In her draft recommendation, the Rapporteur consents
to the conclusion of the Protocol. No amendments were
tabled.

Rapporteur: Bélier (Greens/EFA) Procedure file
Shadows: Gutiérrez-Cortines (EPP), Poc (S&D), Gerbrandy
(ALDE), Rosbach (ECR), Liotard (GUE/NGL)
Proposal for a directive
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Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable
Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilization in the
Union
Adoption of draft report

The Convention on Biological Diversity is the main
international framework for measures to conserve
biological diversity; it was completed in 2010 by the

Nagoya Protocol on
Access to Genetic
Resources and the Fair
and Equitable Sharing
of Benefits Arising
from their Utilisation
to the Convention on
Biological Diversity.
The EU and all of its 27
Member States are
Parties to the

Convention, and most of the Member States signed the
Nagoya Protocol. The Commission proposed that the EU
proceeds to the ratification of the Nagoya Protocol. In
parallel, it also put on the table a proposal for a
regulation which is to establish a system of measures for
the implementation of the Nagoya Protocol inside the
EU.

The proposal is an important step towards a fair and
equitable sharing of benefits arising from the utilization
of genetic resources for the conservation of biodiversity
and its sustainable use, says the Rapporteur. She
suggests amendments to further strengthen the
proposal so that the EU can fully comply with its
obligations under the Nagoya Protocol. In particular, she
offers guarantees in terms of traceability, respect of
international legal obligations, and actual fair and
equitable sharing of benefits arising from the utilization
of genetic resources. She also proposes to install
mechanisms to fight against biopiracy and help to
conserve global biodiversity through the establishment
of a Union fund for benefit-sharing. 115 amendments
tabled by ENVI Members address, amongst others, the
issues of prohibition of illegally acquired genetic
resources, the due diligence and the chain of custody,
the user compliance and its enforcement.

The voting list includes 191 amendments tabled in ENVI
and 128 amendments from the opinions of the
Committees on Agriculture, Development and Fisheries.
Finally, the voting list includes  12
compromise/consolidated amendments covering subject
matter, scope, prohibition, due diligence and chain of
custody, the Union fund for Biodiversity, Union
collections, monitoring and checks of the user
compliance, penalties and complementary measures.

Rapporteur: Bélier (Greens/EFA) Procedure file
Shadows: Gutiérrez-Cortines (EPP), Poc (S&D), Gerbrandy
(ALDE), Rosbach (ECR), Liotard (GUE/NGL)
AMs

Amendment of Directive 2006/66/EC (placing on the
market of portable batteries and accumulators containing
cadmium intended for use in cordless power tools)
Adoption of the text agreed in interinstitutional negotiations according to
rule 70(5)

The Batteries Directive (2006/66/EC) prohibits the placing
on the market of portable batteries and accumulators,
including those in appliances that contain more than
0,002% of cadmium by weight. However there are
exemptions for emergency and alarm systems, medical
equipment and cordless power tools. Article 4 of the
Batteries Directive required the Commission to review
the exemption for cordless power tools. The proposed
amending directive limits this exemption until 31
December 2015. In addition, the provisions of the
Batteries Directive on implementing powers of the
Commission are aligned with the Lisbon Treaty. The
proposal came under a dual legal basis, referring to
environment and internal market.

The report adopted in
ENVI on 20 March 2013,
building on compromise
amendments, approved
the ban of cadmium by 31
December 2015 as
proposed by the
Commission. In addition,
the report aimed at ending the exemption for button cell
batteries containing mercury by 31 December 2014. Also,
Member States were required to ensure that batteries
and accumulators that do not conform to the (amended)
Directive are withdrawn from the market 3 years after
the respective phase-out dates. Further amendments
included provisions to facilitate the removal of batteries
from appliances, on definitions as to placing on the
market, aligning of producer registration requirements
with the WEEE directive, and the delegation of legislative
powers.

The agreement reached on 5 June 2013 includes, in
particular, a ban of cadmium in portable batteries and
accumulators for cordless power tools by 31 December
2016 and a ban of mercury in button cells, from 21 months
after the entry into force of the amending directive.
Respective batteries and accumulators are allowed to be
marketed until stocks are exhausted. Manufacturers
need to design appliances such that waste batteries and
accumulators can be readily removed at least by qualified
independent professionals.

Rapporteur: Panayotov (ALDE) Procedure file
Shadows: Mazej Kukovic (EPP), Jørgensen (S&D), Schlyter
(Greens/EFA), Ouzký (ECR), Maštalka (GUE/NGL)



ENVI News / July 2013 / Issue No10 3

RECENTLY ADOPTED IN COMMITTEE

 Adopted (on the basis of Rule 56(3)) a set of
amendments on Decision amending Directive
2003/87/EC clarifying provisions on the timing of
auctions of greenhouse gas allowances;

 Adopted a report on Fluorinated greenhouse
gases and authorised the opening of 1st reading
negotiations;

 Adopted an opinion on  an own initiative report
requested by the ITRE Committee, on "A Stronger
European Industry for Growth and Economic
Recovery";
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NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES

European Environment Agency (EEA)

Van manufacturers must make new models
more efficient by 2020

New vans in the European Union must
become more efficient to meet carbon

dioxide targets in 2017 and 2020, according to provisional
data published by the European Environment Agency
(EEA). More

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA)

ECHA updated the Candidate List for
authorisation with 6 new substances
of very high concern (SVHCs). The list

now contains 144 substances. More

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control
(ECDC)

ECDC has been sending for some time already
warning signals for the possible spread of
Middle East respiratory syndrome Coronavirus

and is also very alert with regard to the West Nile fever
and threats from other communicable diseases. More

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)
EFSA will launch a public consultation
in July 2013 on an updated and
extended assessment of exposure in

Europe to bisphenol A (BPA), a substance used in food
contact materials and in other products. In a second
stage in early 2014, EFSA will publicly consult on the
human health aspects of its risk assessment prior to
finalising its scientific opinion. More

European Medicines Agency (EMA)

EMA issues new safety advice
for medicines containing
diclofenac. The new advice
aims to minimise the risks of
effects on the heart and

circulation from these medicines, identified as similar to
those of selective COX-2 inhibitors, another group of
painkillers. More
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Legal disclaimer
The items contained herein are drafted by the ENVI Secretariat and are provided for general information purposes only. The content is indicative and
subject to changes.  The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official
position of the European Parliament. The Newsletter may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The ENVI
Secretariat does not necessarily endorse the views expressed on these websites.

Subscription
If you wish to receive the ENVI newsletter, please send an email with your contact details and the subject
"newsletter" to: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu To sign up for ENVI committee press releases or for media
enquiries, write to envi-press@europarl.europa.eu

Watch online
Watch the Committee meeting live on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. Past meetings are available via the EP Live
multimedia library and you can also download the extracts of speeches.

Do you need more information?
Contact the ENVI Secretariat: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or visit the website of the ENVI Committee.

Next meeting of the ENVI Committee
10-11 July 2013, in Brussels

Further information sources
The EP Library regularly prepares briefings which summarise published, quality information related to topical
subjects. Find the latest updates via the links briefings and blog. The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes,
information notes, and workshop proceedings.


