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WEDNESDAY 10 JULY 2013 
9H00 - 11H30 (PUBLIC MEETING) 

 
 

1. ADOPTION OF DRAFT AGENDA  
The draft agenda (in EN) was emailed to Members 
on 2 July 2013 and is in the file for this meeting.  
 

The Chairman would like to draw your attention to 
the following change in the draft agenda: 
Item 9 of the draft agenda is cancelled at the 
request of the rapporteur, Mr Gerbrandy. 
 

2. CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Chairman draws the attention of Members to 
the following points: 
 
2.1 Languages available: 
 BG, CS, DA, DE, EL, EN, ES, FI, FR, HU, 

IT, LT, NL, PL, RO, SV  
 

2.2 Webstreaming: 
Members are informed that this CONT 
meeting will be webstreamed via the 
following link:  
 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/wps-europarl-
internet/frd/live/live-program?language=en 

 
Please be aware that each time a speaker 
activates the microphone to make an 
intervention, the camera will be automatically 
directed to the speaker. 

 
2.3 Staff changes in CONT Secretariat: 
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Urszula Mojkowska left CONT Secretariat 
and was seconded to DG COMM - EPLO 
office in Washington on 1 July 2013. 
We wish her success in her new assignment. 

3. SPECIAL REPORT NO 

18/2012 (2012 DISCHARGE) 
- EUROPEAN UNION 
ASSISTANCE TO KOSOVO 
RELATED TO THE RULE OF LAW 

 CONT/7/11182 
 Rapporteur: Derek Vaughan (S&D) 
 Administrator responsible: Mauro de Oliveira 
 Exchange of views and consideration of a working 

document, in the presence of the Member of the 
European Court of Auditors responsible, Gijs M. De 
Vries 

 
The Court's Special Report focused on whether EU 
assistance to Kosovo1 in the field of the rule of law 
is effective. The Court assessed whether assistance 
is achieving its intended results and what has been 
its impact on overall progress in different areas of 
the rule of law: police, justice, customs and 
measures anti-corruption.  
Kosovo unilaterally declared independence from 
Serbia in February 2008 but this step was not 
followed by universal recognition of Kosovo2. Five 
EU Member States have not recognised Kosovo’s 
independence which has led the EU to adopt what is 
termed a ‘status neutral’ position3. All Member 
States have nevertheless agreed that the European 
Union should provide substantial funding to Kosovo 
with a view to ensuring the stability of Kosovo, the 
wider western Balkans region and Europe as a 
whole. 
The Rapporteur, Mr Derek Vaughan, regrets the 
Court of Auditors' finding that, in general, EU 
assistance has not been sufficiently effective and 
that despite significant EU assistance Kosovo's 
progress in improving the rule of law is limited and 
levels of organised crime and corruption remain 
high. 
The Rapporteur endorses the Court's 
recommendations that efficiency and effectiveness 
of EU assistance must be enhanced, calls therefore 
for efforts to streamline the EU's presence in the 
country to be increased through better coordination 

                                                 
1 This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, 
and is in line with UN Security Council Resolution. 
2 As of 8 June 2012, 91 countries have recognised Kosovo. 
3 Cyprus, Greece, Romania, Slovakia and Spain. 

and integration between EU institutions and the 
Kosovo authorities. 
The Rapporteur welcomes the agreement signed on 
19 April 2013 by Kosovo and Serbia aimed at 
normalising relations between the two countries and 
urges both parties to continue with the same 
constructive approach aimed at implementing this 
agreement and achieving a visible and sustainable 
improvement of relations. 
Mr Vaughan also endorses the Court's 
recommendation that in absence of a common EU 
position over the recognition of Kosovo the 
important incentive of EU accession is 
compromised and refers, in this context, to the 
resolution of the European Parliament on European 
integration process of Kosovo of 18 April 2013 
which encourages the remaining five Member 
States to proceed with recognising Kosovo and 
invites them to do their utmost to facilitate 
economic, social and political relations between 
their citizens and those of Kosovo. 
 
The ECA Special Report 18/2012 was published on  
30 October 2012, and along with the rapporteur's 
working document is available on CONT website.  
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/organes/c
ont/cont_20130710_0900.htm 
 
 

4. SPECIAL REPORT NO 

25/2012 (2012 DISCHARGE) 
- ARE TOOLS IN PLACE TO 
MONITOR THE EFFECTIVENESS 
OF EUROPEAN SOCIAL FUND 
SPENDING ON OLDER 
WORKERS? 

 CONT/7/12527 
 Rapporteur: Derek Vaughan (S&D) 
 Administrator responsible: Rudolfs Verdins 

 Exchange of views and consideration of a working 
document, in the presence of the Member of the 
European Court of Auditors responsible, Lazaros 
Lazarou 

 
Both the Lisbon Agenda and in 2010 the Europe 
2020 strategy, setting the economic and social 
strategies of the European Union (EU), include 
action plans for more growth and jobs, and set goals 
regarding employment. The European Social Fund 
(ESF) is a key financial instrument designed to help 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/organes/cont/cont_20130710_0900.htm
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Member States achieve EU employment policy 
objectives.  
 
The objective of the Court's audit was to verify 
whether the Member States and the Commission 
have set up and implemented the tools required to 
assess the effectiveness of the ESF actions 
addressed to older workers. The audit covered the 
2007 – 2013 programming period up to May 2011, 
and focused on the content of the Operational 
Programmes and in particular on the quantified 
operational objectives and indicators as well as on 
the monitoring and evaluation systems. 
 
The rapporteur Mr Derek Vaughan in his working 
document welcomes the Court’s special report, and 
makes a number of comments in relation to its 
recommendations. Rapporteur welcomes the fact 
that some issues raised by the Court, including a 
stronger emphasis on performance, have been 
addressed in the Commission's proposed regulations 
for the new programming period 2014–20. He 
invites the Member States to design their 
Operational Programmes in such a way that the 
performance of the ESF can be measured, in 
particular, to set quantified operational goals and 
indicators to measure outputs, results and specific 
impacts, and to set intermediate milestones, as well 
as to establish a hierarchy of target values. Mr 
Vaughan also calls on the Commission to promote 
these recommendations, as well as to analyse in 
depth performance issues when assessing Member 
States' management and control systems. 
 
The ECA Special Report 25/2012 and the 
rapporteur's working document are available on 
CONT website. 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_201
4/organes/cont/cont_20130710_0900.htm 
 

5. SPECIAL REPORT NO 

20/2012 (2012 DISCHARGE) 
- IS STRUCTURAL MEASURES 
FUNDING FOR MUNICIPAL 
WASTE MANAGEMENT 
INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS 
EFFECTIVE IN HELPING MEMBER 
STATES ACHIEVE EU WASTE 
POLICY OBJECTIVES? 

 CONT/7/12519 
 Rapporteur: Theodoros Skylakakis (ALDE) 
 Administrator responsible: Rudolfs Verdins 
 Exchange of views and consideration of a working 

document, in the presence of the Member of the 
European Court of Auditors responsible, Lazaros 
Lazarou 

 
In 2010, each EU citizen generated on average 502 
kg of municipal waste. This waste, if not managed 
adequately, can cause negative environmental 
impacts on air, soil and water, as well as a threat to 
public health. EU has introduced general principles, 
common standards and targets as regards proper 
waste management in the directive of 15 July 1975, 
and further developed in the 2008 waste directive. 
In specific regions, Member States may request EU 
financial support for infrastructures in the field of 
municipal waste management through the European 
Regional Development Fund (ERDF) and the 
Cohesion Fund (CF). During the 2000–06 
programming period, 4 600 million euro was 
earmarked from these funds. For the 2007–13 
period, the EU contribution to waste infrastructures 
will increase to 6 200 million euro. 
 
The objective of the Court's audit was to assess the 
effectiveness of structural measures funding of 
municipal waste management infrastructures in 
helping Member States to achieve EU waste policy 
objectives. The audit was carried out at the 
European Commission and in eight regions in four 
Member States between January and November 
2011. Court's findings demonstrate varied and even 
poor performance of the projects which benefited 
from EU financial support for infrastructures in the 
field of municipal waste management through the 
ERDF and the CF. 
 
The rapporteur Theodoros Skylakakis in his 
working document welcomes the Court’s special 
report, and endorses its recommendations. Mr 
Skylakakis reminds to the Commission that it 
should focus not only on legality and regularity of 
the EU spending, but also on performance as its 
main goal, and commends in this context the Court's 
audit work, in particular its special reports. The 
rapporteur stresses the importance of separate waste 
collection implementation. He urges the 
Commission, in relation to the ‘polluter pays 
principle’, to request from the Member States the 
application of reduced rates of assistance when 
waste management tariffs paid by households do not 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/organes/cont/cont_20130710_0900.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/organes/cont/cont_20130710_0900.htm
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cover costs of municipal waste management. Mr 
Skylakakis believes that EU financial support 
should be linked to the achievement of EU waste 
policy objectives, and calls on the Commission to 
assess the data received from Member States for 
reliability. 
 
The ECA Special Report 20/2012 and the 
rapporteur's working document are available on 
CONT website. 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_201
4/organes/cont/cont_20130710_0900.htm 
 

6. BUDGETARY MANAGEMENT OF 

EUROPEAN UNION PRE-
ACCESSION FUNDS IN THE 
AREAS OF JUDICIAL SYSTEMS 
AND THE FIGHT AGAINST 
CORRUPTION IN THE 
CANDIDATE AND POTENTIAL 
CANDIDATE COUNTRIES 

 CONT/7/05332 
 Rapporteur: Monica Luisa Macovei (PPE) 
 Administrator responsible: Christian Ehlers 
 Consideration of draft report 
 
In the draft report the rapporteur presents the 
financial envelope of the pre-accession assistance to 
candidate and potential candidate countries in the 
areas of judicial systems and the fight against 
corruption. Referring to the Commission’s new 
approach consisting in addressing justice reform 
and home affairs issues early in the accession 
process, she regrets that the level of pre-accession 
assistance invested in judiciary reform and the fight 
against corruption does not reflect that priority. 
 
The rapporteur recalls that the rule of law is the 
cornerstone of democratic governance and stresses 
that the justice system needs to be more predictable 
in order to ensure that the people and the business 
community trust the judiciary. With regard to fight 
against corruption, she notes that genuine 
implementation and concrete results, in particular in 
the cases of high-level political corruption and 
corruption in the judiciary, are still a big challenge 
in the candidate and potential candidate countries. 
She stresses the need for better planning and 
funding of anti-corruption work, based on a broad 
range of stakeholders and calls on the Commission 

to develop a longer-term and broad-based strategic 
perspective of EU funding for civil society 
organisations which are working in the areas of 
transparency and anti-corruption. 

Further, the rapporteur analyses the efficiency of 
implementation of projects, their performance and 
sustainability. The final remarks are devoted to the 
monitoring and evaluation, where the rapporteur 
concentrates on Results Oriented Monitoring 
Reports, and to the transparency of the assistance. 
The rapporteur is of the opinion that a database 
listing all of the projects funded under pre-accession 
assistance programmes should be established and 
made publicly available. 

Deadline for tabling amendments is 5 September 
2013, 12.00h. 

 

* 
*   * 

 
 

7. COORDINATORS' MEETING  
 

11H30 - 12H30 (IN CAMERA) 
 
 
 

* 
*   * 

 
 

WEDNESDAY 10 JULY 2013 
15H00 - 18H30 (PUBLIC MEETING) 

 
 
 

8. 2011 DISCHARGE: EU 

GENERAL BUDGET, EUROPEAN 
COUNCIL AND COUNCIL 

 CONT/7/12913 
 Rapporteur: Andrea Češková (ECR) 
 Administrator responsible: Tereza Pinto De Rezende  
 Consideration of draft  report 
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On 17 April the Parliament decided to postpone 
discharge to the European Council and Council for 
the implementation of its budget in 2011.  
 
In her second draft report the Rapporteur recalls the 
outstanding issues and Parliament's responsibilities 
in the discharge process. The Rapporteur also 
suggests that progress could be achieved if the 
Parliament and the Council could set up together a 
list of documents to be exchanged in order to fulfil 
its respective role in the discharge process. 
 
Deadline for tabling amendments is 5 September 
2013, 12.00h. 
 

9. SPECIAL REPORT NUMBER 

11/2012 (DISCHARGE 
2012) "SUCKLER COW AND 
EWE AND GOAT DIRECT AIDS 
UNDER PARTIAL 
IMPLEMENTATION OF SPS 
ARRANGEMENTS" 

 CONT/7/10665 
 Rapporteur: Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy (ALDE) 
 Administrator responsible: Philippe Godts 
 Consideration of a working document  
 

CANCELLED 
The discussion is cancelled at the 

request of the rapporteur. 
 

10. SPECIAL REPORT NO 

21/2012 (2012 DISCHARGE) 
- COST-EFFECTIVENESS OF 
COHESION POLICY 
INVESTMENTS IN ENERGY 
EFFICIENCY 

 CONT/7/11738 
 Rapporteur: Zigmantas Balčytis (S&D) 
 Administrator responsible: Christian Ehlers 
 Consideration of a working document in the presence of 

the Member of the European Court of Auditors 
responsible, Harald Wögerbauer 

 

The European Court of Auditors (ECA) presented 
this special report (SR) at the last CONT meeting on 
18 June. On this occasion the rapporteur will 

present the working document. The rapporteur, 
among other points, 

 
       emphasizes the principles of economy, 

efficiency and effectiveness;  

       agrees that the basis of investments should 
be a proper needs assessment; priorities at 
European level should also be reflected in 
national and sub-national energy efficiency 
plans; 

        supports the idea that the implementation of 
EU financial assistance should be based on 
performance indicators; 

        appreciates the Court's wish to establish 
standard investment costs per unit of Energy 
to be saved;  

        is of the opinion that excessively long 
payback periods are not acceptable;  

        stresses the importance of the recently 
adopted Directive on energy efficiency (OJ L 
315, 14 November 2012, p 1ff), which provisions 
will enter into force on 5 June 2014; 

        calls on the Commission to put forward 
proposals for obligatory energy audits in the 
public sector as a precondition for project 
co-financing from the EU budget;  

The working document was sent to Members in 
English on 24 June. Other language versions can be 
found on the CONT website after 5 July.  
 

11. CONT DELEGATION TO 

BOHUNICE/SLOVAKIA IN THE 
CONTEXT OF 
"DECOMMISSIONING OF 
NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS" AND 
"SYSTEMIC ERRORS IN EU 
FUNDS CONTROLS AND 
AUDITING (15 TO 16 JULY 
2013) 

 
 CONT/7/11813 
 Rapporteur: Jens Geier (S&D) 
 Administrator responsible: Christian Ehlers 
 Exchange of views on the preparation of the delegation 
 



6 
CONT meeting of 17-18 June 2013 

For further information and meeting documents please consult the CONT committee's homepage on: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/organes/cont/cont_20130710_0900.htm 

Initially the CONT delegation wanted to travel to 
Slovakia and the Czech Republic: in Slovakia the 
delegation intended to appreciate the dismantling of 
the nuclear power plant in Bohunice, and in the 
Czech Republic the delegation wanted to evaluate 
the viability of the management and control systems 
for structural funds. On 27 June coordinators 
decided to cancel the Czech part following the 
governmental crisis in Prague. Instead it was 
suggested to add half a day in Bratislava with the 
view to discussing the effectiveness of structural 
fund management in Slovakia. 
 
The most recent draft agenda will be made available 
in the meeting room. Members and officials taking 
part in the fact-finding mission will also receive a 
copy of the documentation prepared for this event. 
 
In this context the CONT secretariat would like to 
draw the attention of Members to the presentation 
of interim findings for a study on the 
decommissioning of nuclear power plants, 
commissioned by CONT, which will take place on 9 
July at 4 pm (in room Altiero Spinelli ASP 5G305). 
 

12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 
 

13. DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS 
 
 
The next meetings of the Committee on Budgetary 
Control will take place in Brussels on: 
 
 16 September 2013, 15.00 – 18.30  
 17 September 2013,  9.00 – 12.30 and  

15.00 – 18.30  
 


