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The previous meeting of the Committee on International Trade took place on Monday 17 June 2013, 15.00 - 

18.30 and on Tuesday 18 June 2013, 9.00 - 12.30 and 15.30-19.00 in Brussels. The following items were on 

the agenda. 

1. Achievements of the Irish Presidency in the area of International Trade Policy 
 

Mr. Richard Bruton, the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, gave an overview of progress in the 

field of international trade policy under the Irish Presidency, concentrating on trade negotiations such as the 

future EU-US trade deal (TTIP) and its mandate, negotiations with the Southern and Eastern neighbours, and 

relations with ASEAN. He also touched upon and responded to questions on trade and investment relationship 

with China and the Trade in services agreement (TiSA). On the legislative side of things, the conclusion of the 

two Omnibus files was highlighted as was the market access regulation and GSP with Burma/Myanmar. 

Members welcomed the progress made in a number of areas whilst encouraging the Council to try to make 

further progress on ongoing dossiers such as the public procurement file and investment protection. 

2. Exercise of the Union's rights for the application and enforcement of international trade 
rules 

Exchange of views 

During the second exchange of views on this file, the rapporteur, Mr. Niccolo Rinaldi (ALDE), outlined three 

main suggestions designed to reinforce and add value to the Commission's proposal, which aims at setting up 

a single instrument enabling the Union to conduct counter-measures in the event of trading partners not 

respecting international rulings.  

 

In its current version, the proposed regulation would provide the Union with the ability to react in the fields of 

goods and public procurement; in the rapporteur's view, the scope of the counter-measures at the disposal of 

the Union should be extended and include at least services sector given the increasing weight of this sector in 

FTAs or multilateral negotiations and in line with legal bases laid down in GATS.  

 

Regarding the "review clause", the rapporteur favours to prolong it from 3 to 5 years in order to demonstrate 

the stability of the new instrument.  

 

With regards to Parliament's involvement, the rapporteur supported the idea to ask the Commission to justify 

not only the decision to trigger (or modify or terminate) counter-measures, but also the type of measures to be 

chosen on the basis of the Union's interest, bearing in mind that specific European industries could be greatly 

impacted by those measures. To this end a "Dispute Settlement and Enforcement dialogue" between the 

Parliament and the Commission should be set up.  

 

Other topics were also raised during the exchange, including need for decreasing administrative burden when 

it comes to retaliation in the field of public procurement, the definition of the interest of the Union, and issues 

related to the decision-making process, especially comitology.  

 

 
PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 

Rapporteur: Niccolò Rinaldi (ALDE) Deadline for Ams: 26/7/2013, 12.00  

Responsible administrator: Rémi Piérot Planned adoption in INTA: 16-17/9/2013 

Procedure: 2012/0359(COD) - INTA/7/11538 Planned adoption in plenary: Oct/Nov-13  

Lead committee: INTA  

Related documents can be found here 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/inta/oj/939/939658/939658en.pdf
mailto:niccolo.rinaldi@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:remi.pierot@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/0359(COD)&l=en
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3. Consumer product safety 
Consideration of draft opinion 

The rapporteur, Ms Muscardini (ECR), presented her draft opinion to the Consumer Product Safety 

regulation, which focused on clarifying provisions for a mandatory origin marking of consumer products as 

well as further provisions (harmonisation) on sanctions for economic operators, who are putting non-

compliant products on the Internal Market. Members taking the floor were supportive of the proposed 

regulation. Several Members stressed the need to ensure that the consumer is not misled by information on the 

origin of the products and he is empowered through the legislation. The need to take into account the 

particularities of on-line trading was also raised during the discussions. 

 

 
PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 

Rapporteur: Cristiana Muscardini (ECR) Planned vote in INTA: 16-17/9/2013 

Responsible administrator: Felix Lutz Planned adoption in plenary: tbc 

Procedure: 2013/0049(COD) - INTA/7/11992  

Lead committee: IMCO  

Related documents may be found here 

4. Market surveillance of products 
Consideration of draft opinion 

The draft opinion was presented by the rapporteur, Mr Cutas (S&D). He focused in his draft opinion on the 

need to enhance cooperation with market surveillance authorities from third countries, the need to allocate 

sufficient resources to the competent authorities, the role of the Commission for stimulating and assessing the 

cooperation and the idea to set-up a Pan-European Injuries Database. During the subsequent debate Members 

stressed the need to ensure harmonised customs procedures - an issue, which should be dealt with by INTA - 

as well as to carry out a proper risk evaluation of the products. 

 

 
PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 

Rapporteur: George Sabin Cutaş (S&D) Planned vote in INTA: 16-17/9/2013 

Responsible administrator: Felix Lutz Planned adoption in plenary: Mar-14 

Procedure: 2013/0048 (COD) - INTA/7/12004  

Lead committee: IMCO  

Related documents can be found here 

5. EU - Taiwan trade relations 
Exchange of views 

Trade between the EU and Taiwan has increased more than eightfold over the past two decades. The 

developments in economic, trade and investment relations between Taiwan and the mainland are having a 

positive impact on Taiwan's economy. Can the EU benefit from these developments and has the Union 

engaged the full potential of its trade relations with Taiwan? In addition, members examined possibilities of 

strengthening trade and investment relationship with Taiwan. The Committee decided to table an oral question 

on EU - Taiwan trade relations to be wound-up by a resolution. The INTA standing rapporteur for Taiwan is 

Franck Proust (EPP). 
 

 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 

Procedure: 2013/2675(RSP) - INTA/7/12966 Consideration: 10-11/7/2013 

Lead committee: INTA Deadline for Ams: 21/8/2013 

 Planned vote in INTA: 16-17/9/2013 

 Planned adoption in plenary: Oct-I-13 

 

 

mailto:Cristiana.muscardini@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:Felix.lutz@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0049(COD)&l=en
mailto:Georgesabin.cutas@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:felix.lutz@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0048(COD)&l=en
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6. EU - China negotiations for a bilateral investment agreement 

Exchange of views 

The European Commission has asked a mandate to open negotiations on an investment agreement with China. 

This is the first ever proposal for a stand-alone investment agreement since foreign direct investment became 

the exclusive competence of the EU under the Lisbon Treaty. In light of proposal to launch negotiations on an 

investment agreement with China, INTA members called to ensure high level of investment and IPR 

protection as well as transparency of investment flows INTA decided to have a position by Parliament on the 

planned negotiations so that the Council will be able to consider it before deciding on the mandate.  The 

INTA standing rapporteur for China is Helmut Scholz (GUE). 

 

 
PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 

Procedure: 2013/2674(RSP) - INTA/7/12967 Consideration: 10-11/7/2013 

Lead committee: INTA Deadline for Ams: 21/8/2013 

 Planned vote in INTA: 16-17/9/2013 

 Planned adoption in plenary: Oct-I-13 

7. Access of third-country goods and services to the Union’s internal market in public 
procurement and procedures supporting negotiations on access of Union goods and 
services to the public procurement markets of third countries 

Presentation of the detailed appraisal of the impact assessment 

Parliament’s Directorate for Impact Assessment (IMPA) presented its appraisal of the impact assessment that 

had been carried out by the Commission on the proposed regulation on access to public procurement markets. 

Parliament had requested four experts to evaluate and comment independently on the findings concerning a 

variety of issues outlined in the Commission's impact assessment. Members heard a critical evaluation of 

Commission’s impact assessment in regard to the openness of EU public procurement market, the potential 

benefits of market opening, the risk of retaliation, administrative burden, impact on SME and on job creation. 

Expert concluded that the de-jure openness of EU public procurement markets does not correspond to the de-

facto openness and the risk of retaliation has not been properly assessed. Members concluded that the findings 

showed the need to carefully consider the matter further, and, that a critical assessment of Commission's 

impact assessment in the area of trade might be needed more often. 

 

The Commission reacted to the critics by responding that it used WTO standards for assessing public 

procurement market openness and pointed out that economic modelling for a proposal with so complex 

repercussions depending on other variables is a challenging exercise. 

 

 
PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 

Rapporteur: Daniel Caspary (EPP) Cons. of a draft report: 16-17/9/2013 

Responsible administrator: Felix Lutz Planned deadline for Ams: 30/9/2013 

Procedure: 2012/0060(COD) - INTA/7/09334 Planned adoption in INTA: 27-28/11/2013 

Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in plenary: tbc 

Related documents can be found here 

8. State of play of negotiations on the Trade in Services Agreement (TISA) 
In camera 

The Commission came back on the content of the 2nd round, which took place in May and where discussions 

focused on the general provisions of the text, financial services, and Mode 4. The EU's positions were based 

on key principles agreed by the parties before and EU mandate. The EU continues to plead for integrating key 

provisions of the GATS and to increase disciplines beyond the GATS. The EU was also preparing for the 3rd 

round of negotiations in June with a view to stabilizing the text of general provisions, to discussing sectoral 

proposals by various participants and to dealing with the ways and procedures for exchanging offers. 

mailto:daniel.caspary@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:Felix.lutz@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/0060(COD)&l=en
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9. Votes 

Macro-financial assistance to the Kyrgyz Republic 

Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (S&D)  
 

 in favour against abstentions 

Vote on the decision to enter into 

negotiations with the Council and the 

Commission 
20 1 2 

Reindustrialising Europe to promote competitiveness and sustainability 

Rapporteur: Marielle de Sarnez (ALDE) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 

Draft opinion as amended 20 2 5 

Approximation of the laws, regulations and administrative provisions of the Member States 

concerning the manufacture, presentation and sale of tobacco and related products 

Rapporteur: Metin Kazak (ALDE) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 

Draft opinion as amended 15 12 0 

Collective management of copyright and related rights and multi-territorial licensing of rights in 

musical works for online uses in the internal market 

Rapporteur: Helmut Scholz (GUE/NGL) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 

Draft opinion as amended 23 0 4 

Trade arrangements applicable to certain goods resulting from the processing of agricultural 

products 

Rapporteur: Albert Deß (EPP 
 

 in favour against abstentions 

Draft opinion as amended 25 0 2 

Amendment to the fuel quality directive and the renewable energy directive (Indirect Land Use 

Change) 

Rapporteur: Josefa Andrés Barea (S&D) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 

Draft opinion as amended 14 8 4 

 

10. Presentation by Ken Ash, Director of the OECD Trade and Agriculture Directorate, on 
Trade in Value Added 

 

Mr Ken Ash described the findings of this joint project by the OECD and the WTO on trade in value added. 

The findings emphasize the growing interdependencies between imports and exports due to the emergence of 

global value chains. The project also uncovered the major role played by trade in services in ensuring that a 

country can integrate well into global value chains. Mr Ash stressed that global value chains are putting 

pressure on jobs, but that they induce job creations and welfare gains. The OECD regularly points to the 

urgency for governments to adopt complementary social and education policies along with openness to trade.  
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11. Exchange of views on the future of bilateral investment treaties 

Further to the plenary discussions in May, INTA continued discussions on the future of bilateral investment 

agreements with Commission. The extra-EU investment agreements currently being negotiated by the EU 

would replace close to 200 existing national BITs. The issue of intra-EU BITs was also briefly discussed. 

12. Amendment of Council Regulation (EC) No 2173/2005 on the establishment of a FLEGT 
licensing scheme for imports of timber into the European Community 

Exchange of views 

The FLEGT Regulation tackles illegal logging and associated trade. The proposed amending regulation aims 

at aligning its comitology provisions to the new regime of delegated and implementing acts under the Lisbon 

Treaty. The rapporteur, Mr Iuliu Winkler (EPP), laid out its preliminary considerations. With respect to 

delegated powers, he stated that the duration of the delegation should not be indeterminate, but limited to five 

years with automatic tacit extension, and that the objection period available to the Parliament and the Council 

should be two months with a possibility of a further extension of four (not two) months. Other Members 

expressed their point of views on the proposal and the Commission laid out its preliminary reactions.  

 

 
PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 

Rapporteur: Iuliu Winkler (EPP) Cons. of working document & draft report: 16-

17/09/2013  

Responsible administrator: Gian Franco Chianale Deadline for Ams: 19/9/2013 

Procedure: 2013/0010 (COD) - INTA/7/11726 Planned adoption in INTA: 27-28/11/2013 

Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in plenary: tbc 

Related documents can be found here 

13. Turkish perspective on FTAs under the Turkey-EU Customs Union with a special focus 
on TTIP 

Exchange of views 

On 18 June, the Director General for EU Affairs of the Ministry of Economy of Turkey, Mr. Murat Yapici, 

was invited to present Turkey's concerns regarding the Customs Union agreement with the EU and the impact 

of FTAs negotiations between the EU and third countries on Turkey's economy.  

 

The Customs Union agreement set up a duty-free regime on goods between the EU and Turkey, including 

goods put in circulation after being imported from third countries. In practical terms, the agreement creates 

substantial difficulties for Turkey in concluding FTAs with third countries which are EU's FTA partners since 

these countries have unilateral preferential access to the Turkish market through the EU market. That could 

result in unfair competition for Turkish exporters and significant time gaps in the entry into force of FTAs or 

even suspension of conclusion of agreements with Turkey (such as Algeria, Mexico and South Africa).  

 

Mr. Yapici deplored this "asymmetric" position, and called on the EU to take into account the Customs Union 

when negotiating FTAs with third countries, in particular with the United States.  

 

In particular, Mr. Yapici laid out three possible solutions: EU and Turkey negotiates FTA together as a single 

Customs Union; Commission negotiates FTAs for whole Customs Union area; Turkey negotiates parallel 

FTA while goods in free circulation benefit from the FTA reciprocally (parallel negotiation), with the 

inclusion of a "Reinforced Turkey Clause" inviting the FTA partner to negotiate and conclude parallel FTA 

with Turkey as nearly as possible same time with the EU.  

 

 

 

 

mailto:iuliu.winkler@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:gianfranco.chianale@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0010(COD)&l=en
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14. State of play of ongoing trilogue negotiations 

Exchange of views 

Under regular item, the Committee was informed of the state of play of ongoing trilogue negotiations; in 

particular regarding the following legislative files: 

1) Macro-financial assistance to Georgia (2010/0390(COD) on which the conciliation meeting (where 

agreement was reached) took place on 28 May;  

2) Monitoring of trade between the Community and third countries in drug precursors (2012/0250(COD), 

Rapporteur: Franck Proust (EPP)), on which the first trilogue took place on 4 June;  

3) "Trade Omnibus I" proposal (2011/0039(COD), Rapporteur: Godelieve Quisthoudt-Rowohl (EPP)) on 

which the third and final trilogue took place on 5 June;  

4) "Trade Omnibus II" proposal (2011/0153(COD), Rapporteur Jörg Leichtfried (S&D)) on which the third 

and final trilogue took place on 5 June. 

 

In the presence of the INTA rapporteur David Martin, Irish Minister of State 

for European Affairs Lucinda Creighton and EP President Martin Schulz sign 

into law a regulation reinstating tariff preferences for Myanmar/Burma. 

15. Monitoring Groups Activities 
Exchange of views 

This item was postponed. 

16. Delegation to Vilnius, Lithuania, 29-30 May 2013 
 

This item was postponed. 

 

 

17. Workshop on "The Euromed region after the Arab spring and the new generation of 
DCFTAS"s 

 

The international trade committee organised a well-attended workshop Chaired by Mr Moreira on trade 

relations with the Euromed countries looking in particular at EU-Morocco trade negotiations which were 

launched in March this year.  The theme of the workshop was to look at the economic situation in these 

countries following the Arab Spring in order to examine to what extent the trade deals being offered were part 

of the solution.  A number of eminent academics shared their analysis of the situation, alongside the 

Moroccan Ambassador, the EU's Chief negotiator for the EU-Morocco trade deal and the EP Chair of the 

Delegation for relations with the Maghreb countries and the Arab Maghreb Union. In November this year 

there will be a Euromed Trade Ministerial Conference taking place in Brussels.  

 

 
Back to Content 

 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2012%2F0251(COD)
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The next meeting of the Committee on International Trade is scheduled on Wednesday 10 July 2013, 9.00-

12.30 and 15.00 - 18.30 and on Thursday 11 July 2013, 9.00 - 12.30 in Brussels. The meeting will be 

webstreamed, except for the in camera items. 

1. Priorities of the Lithuanian Presidency in the area of International Trade Policy 
 

Mr. Linas Linkevičius, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Lithuania, will present the priorities 

of the Lithuanian Presidency in the area of International Trade Policy. Strengthening of 

economic ties with Eastern and Strategic partners as well as boosting multilateralism will 

be high on the Presidency's agenda in the run-up to the Vilnius Eastern Partnership 

Summit and the 9th WTO Ministerial Conference. The ongoing legislative work will 

include financial responsibility linked to investor-state dispute settlement, modernisation 

of trade defence instruments and access to public procurement markets. 

 

2. State of Play on International Trade Negotiations 
In camera 

During the regular exchange of views with INTA, Jean-Luc Demarty, Director General, DG Trade, 

Commission, will give the overview on the state of play regarding international trade negotiations. 

3. Trade and Food Security 
Hearing 

Food security plays a crucial role in the talks ahead of the 9th WTO Ministerial 

Conference in December. On 10 July, INTA will examine trade and investment policy 

responses to the global food security challenges. Together with the UN Special 

Rapporteur on the right to food Mr Olivier De Schutter and experts from FAO, ICTSD 

and the Martin Luther University, MEPs will address the future of the world food trade, 

export restrictions, speculation, price volatility and stockholding.  

 

 Programme of the hearing  

 WTO agriculture negotiations  

 Poster  

4. General budget of the European Union for the financial year 2014 - all sections 
Consideration of draft opinion 

This year's procedure for the annual budget has been delayed by the stumbling negotiations over the next 

Multiannual Financial Framework. The Commission presented on 26 June a Statement of Estimates on which 

the rapporteur Peter Stastny has prepared a draft opinion. The discussion should focus on whether the 

Commission proposal for the Budget 2014 is likely to be able to achieve the objectives set by the INTA 

committee in its opinion on the mandate for trilogue adopted on 30 May. 

 

 
PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 

Rapporteur: Peter Stastny (EPP) Deadline for Ams: 1/8/2013 

Responsible administrator: Nicolas Dorgeret Planned adoption in INTA: 5/9/2013 

Procedure: 2013/2145(BUD) - INTA/7/13155 Planned adoption in plenary: tbc 

Lead committee: BUDG  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/?legislature=7&start-date=20-03-2013&end-date=18-04-2013&committee=INTA
https://www.urm.lt/index.php?3169784914
http://www.eu2013.lt/en
http://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/minist_e/mc9_e/mc9_e.htm
http://www.srfood.org/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201307/20130701ATT68950/20130701ATT68950EN.pdf
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news13_e/agng_23may13_e.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201306/20130628ATT68785/20130628ATT68785EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28170/PETER_STASTNY_home.html
mailto:nicolas.dorgeret@europarl.europa.eu
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5. Tariff quotas for wine 
Consideration of draft report 

Council Regulation (EC) No 1215/2009 grants exceptional and unlimited duty-free access to the EU market 

for almost all products originating from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Kosovo, the Former 

Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia. These trade preferences are explicitly allowed by a 

WTO waiver until 31 December 2015. Such preferential treatment does not apply, inter alia, to wine, imported 

from all the Western Balkans through a global tariff quota. On top of this, Stabilisation and Association 

Agreements or Interim Agreements grant the respective countries a specific individual tariff quota for wine. As 

Kosovo has no such agreements with the EU, it can benefit solely from the global tariff quota. To rebalance 

this asymmetry, the proposed regulation allocates a specific tariff quota for wine to Kosovo. In order not to 

disrupt trade, the amended regulation would have to be adopted and published in the Official Journal of the 

European Union before 31 December 2013. The rapporteur will present its draft report on this file. 

 

 
PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 

Rapporteur: Iuliu Winkler (EPP) Deadline for Ams: 23/7/2013 

Responsible administrator: Gian Franco Chianale Planned adoption in INTA: 5/9/2013 

Procedure: 2013/0099(COD) - INTA/7/12375 Planned adoption in plenary: Oct-I-13 

Lead committee: INTA  

Related documents can be found here 

6. Protection against dumped and subsidised imports from countries not members of the 
EC 

First exchange of views 

The European Union is a world leading trading power and benefits from free trade and open markets globally. 

In some instances, unfair practices by some trading partners and third country exporters can be harmful to 

industries based in the EU. Trade defence instruments (TDI) are an important tool in the broader EU trade 

policy. They are often the only means that companies can invoke to react to unfair international trading 

practices. At the same time, the application of trade defence instruments can have an impact on users and 

consumers. The rules of the EU's TDI have remained almost unchanged for more than 15 years. Subsequently, 

Commissioner De Gucht indicated during his hearing before the INTA Committee of the European Parliament 

in January 2010, that the TDI should be reviewed. The Commission's proposal contains a legislative 

instrument and four sets of guidelines on key issues of the TDI. INTA will have its first exchange of views on 

the Modernisation package. As regards the design of the proposal, INTA has requested the Commissioner to 

suspend the adoption of the guidelines documents until the legislative work has been concluded. INTA 

rapporteur for the modernisation of the Union's TDI is Christofer Fjellner, (EPP). 

 

 
PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 

Rapporteur: Christofer Fjellner (EPP) Cons. of working document: 27-28/11/2013 

Responsible administrator: Heikki Suortti Cons of draft report: 17/12/2013 

Procedure: 2013/0103(COD) - INTA/7/12474 Deadline for Ams: 15/1/2014 

Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in INTA: Feb-14 

 Planned adoption in plenary: Mar-14 

Related documents can be found here 

 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:iuliu.winkler@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:gianfranco.chianale@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0099(COD)&l=en
mailto:Christofer.fjellner@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:Heikki.suortti@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0103(COD)&l=en
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7. CARS 2020: towards a strong, competitive and sustainable European car industry 

Exchange of views and consideration 

The rapporteur, Ms Maria Badia i Cutchet, (S&D) stresses in her draft opinion to the ITRE Committee that the 

Union’s automotive industry is of strategic importance to the economy and employment in the EU. It also 

delivers a sizeable positive contribution to the EU’s trade balance and is an essential driver for technological 

innovation and an important multiplier of growth. According to the draft opinion, maintaining a strong and 

competitive automotive manufacturing base is extremely important. The rapporteur points out that this should 

not be at the expense of labour rights and social justice or standards. In connection to considering its opinion, 

INTA will have an exchange of views with the European Automotive Producers Association (ACEA), 

SEAT/Volkswagen and the trade unions (Industriall).  

 

 
PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 

Rapporteur: Maria Badia i Cutchet (S&D) Deadline for Ams: 15/7/2013, 18.00 

Responsible administrator: Heikki Suortti Planned vote in INTA: 16-17/9/2013 

Procedure: 2013/2062(INI) - INTA/7/12457 Planned adoption in plenary: tbc 

Lead committee: ITRE  

Related documents may be found here 

8. State of play of ongoing trilogue negotiations 
Exchange of views 

Committee will continue with the regular item on the state of play of ongoing trilogue negotiations. Since the 

last INTA meeting, two trilogues have taken place: 

 

 On 26 June an informal trilogue was held on the legislative proposal regarding macro-financial assistance 

to the Kyrgyz Republic (2011/0458(COD), Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (Chairman), which led to a 

compromise in view of the early second reading agreement. INTA will vote on the agreed text on 11 

July. 

 

 On 4 July a second informal trilogue was held on the legislative proposal regarding monitoring of trade 

between the Community and third countries in drug precursors (2012/0250(COD), Rapporteur: Franck 

Proust (EPP)).  

9. EU - Taiwan trade relations 
Consideration 

The INTA standing rapporteur for Taiwan Franck Proust (EPP) suggests in his draft that the EU should 

positively respond to Taiwan's willingness to explore the possibility of launching negotiations for bilateral 

agreements on investment protection and market access. He also considers that an agreement would have the 

true potential to lead to a win-win situation, beneficial for both economies. The total amount of bilateral trade 

between EU and Taiwan has increased more than twelvefold in the past two decades, exceeding 40 billion 

Euros. The EU holds almost one third of all FDI in Taiwan, being the largest foreign investor in Taiwan. INTA 

will vote on the draft in September. 

Calendar 

10. EU - China negotiations for a bilateral investment agreement 
Consideration 

The European Commission has requested a mandate to open negotiations on an investment agreement with 

China. This is the first ever proposal for a stand-alone investment agreement since foreign direct investment 

became the exclusive competence of the EU under the Lisbon Treaty. The INTA standing rapporteur for China 

is Helmut Scholz (GUE) suggests in his draft that the EU and China should pursue a relationship of partnership 

and mutual benefits rather than engage in fierce competition and confrontation. He wants the Commission to 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28342/Maria%20BADIA%20i%20CUTCHET_home.html
mailto:Heikki.suortti@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/2062(INI)&l=en
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negotiate an ambitious and balanced EU-China investment agreement including improved market access. Once 

concluded, the agreement should also replace all existing bilateral investment agreements between individual 

EU Member States and China. INTA will vote on the draft in September.  

Calendar 

11. Amendment of certain regulations relating to the common commercial policy as regards 
the procedures for the adoption of certain measures 

12. Amendment of certain regulations relating to the common commercial policy as regards 
the granting of delegated powers for the adoption of certain measures 

 

On 5th June a deal was reached on two legislative proposals on the balance of power in trade policy under the 

Lisbon Treaty. Negotiators from the Parliament, Council and Commission finally reached a deal on proposals 

that have been on the table for more than two years. The purpose of the two proposals known as Omnibus I 

and Omnibus II (which amend many existing trade rules such as the ones on anti dumping and anti subsidy) 

aim to ensure that there is a new legal framework on trade and how trade policy is made. The outcome reflects 

the Parliament's enhanced status under the Lisbon Treaty, which grants the Parliament greater access to 

information and more scrutiny powers over decisions.   

The Committee will be asked to vote on the outcome of these negotiations at its July committee meeting. 

13. Macro-financial assistance to the Kyrgyz Republic 
Votes 

Following the informal trilogue negotiations held with the Commission and the Council Presidency on 26 June 

on the proposal for a decision providing macro-financial assistance to the Kyrgyz Republic (2011/0458(COD), 

INTA will vote on the outcome of these negotiations. 

14. Laws of the Member States relating to trade marks (Recast) 

15. Community trade mark 
Joint debate 

The INTA Standing rapporteur, Mr. George Sabin Cutaş, will present his opinions on the Commission's 

proposals to amend respectively Council Regulation (EC) No 2007/2009 and Directive 2008/95/EC which 

relate to EU trade marks. The main objective of the proposals is to harmonize trade mark registration systems 

in all EU Member States. Since the two proposals form part of the same package, they will be discussed 

together. 

 

 
PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 

Rapporteur: George Sabin Cutaş (S&D) Deadline for AMs: 1/8/2013, 18.00h 

Responsible administrator: Lucrezia Tuis Planned vote in INTA: 14/10/2013 

Procedure: 2013/0088(COD) & 2013/0089(COD) Planned adoption in plenary: tbc 

Lead committee: JURI  

Related documents may be found here: 2013/0088(COD) and 2013/0089(COD) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Georgesabin.cutas@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:Lucrezia.tuis@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0088(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0089(COD)&l=en
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16. Agreement between the European Union and the Russian Federation on drug precursors 
 

The rapporteur recommends giving the consent to this agreement, which was signed in Yekaterinburg at the 

EU-Russia Summit on 4 June. The rapporteur nevertheless calls for the Commission to carefully monitor the 

effectiveness of the agreement and its implementation by the Russian side; especially as far as commitments 

on data protection are concerned. 

 

 
PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 

Rapporteur: Franck Proust (EPP) Deadline for Ams: 26/7/2013 

Responsible administrator: Nicolas Dorgeret Planned vote in INTA: 5/9/2013 

Procedure: 2013/0005(NLE) - INTA/7/11716 Planned adoption in plenary: Oct-II-13 

Lead committee: INTA  

Related documents may be found here 

17. Exercise of the Union's rights for the application and enforcement of international trade 
rules 

 

INTA Committee will proceed to the consideration of the draft report of Mr. Niccolo Rinadli (ALDE), on the 

basis of a Commission's proposal designed to provide the Union with a single instrument enabling it to conduct 

counter-measures (retaliation) in the event of EU trading partners not respecting international and FTAs 

dispute settlement rulings. 

Calendar 

18. Imports of rice originating from Bangladesh 
Consideration of draft report 

Council Regulation (EEC) No 3491/90 implements a commitment undertaken by the EU during the Uruguay 

round to offer preferential import arrangements for rice originating in the least-developed countries, including 

Bangladesh. The purpose of this proposal is to align the existing Regulation with the post-Lisbon Comitology 

procedure. INTA held an exchange of views on this proposal in December 2013. The rapporteur Paul Murphy 

(GUE) will outline the content of his draft report, underlining the need for coherence between this file and the 

Omnibus files. 

 
PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 

Rapporteur: Paul Murphy (GUE/NGL) Deadline for Ams: 16/7/2013 

Responsible administrator: Gian Franco Chianale Planned adoption in INTA: 16-17/9/2013 

Procedure:  2012/0085(COD) - INTA/7/09353 Planned adoption in plenary: tbc 

Lead committee: INTA  

Related documents may be found here 

19. Exchange of views with the International Labour Organization on the state of play of the 
application of labour standards 

 

The Committee will hear from the Director of the International Labour Organisation, international labour 

standards department Mrs Cleopatra Doumbia-Henry about the conclusions of the tripartite work under the 

aegis of the ILO in monitoring the compliance with labour standards of a number of countries which have been 

high on the agenda of INTA. The countries to be tackled could include Uzbekistan, Pakistan, Columbia and 

Bangladesh. 

 
Back to Content 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/108080/Franck%20PROUST_home.html
mailto:Nicolas.dorgeret@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0005(NLE)&l=en
mailto:paul.murphy@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:gianfranco.chianale@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/0085(COD)&l=en


 14 

 

State-of-play of ongoing negotiations 

 

Free trade agreements: tentative dates of upcoming negotiation rounds  
All dates are indicative and subject to possible changes and postponement. 

 

 

Vietnam 4
th

 round, 1-5 July, Brussels, Belgium 

 

USA 8-12 July, Washington  

30 September - 4 October, Washington 

7-11 October, Washington (tbc) 

16-20 December, Washington (tbc) 

 

Thailand 2
nd

 round, 16-20 September, Bangkok, Thailand 

3
rd

 round, 9-13 December, Brussels, Belgium 

 

Armenia 7
th

 round, 16-20 September, Yerevan, Armenia 

8
th

 round, 14-18 October, Brussels, Belgium 

 

Japan 3
rd

 round, 21-25 October, Brussels, Belgium 

 

Source: DG TRADE, European Commission, more info 
 

State of play on Trade Defence Instruments 

At their annual EU-China Joint Committee that took place in Beijing 21 June, EU Trade Commissioner Karel 

De Gucht took stock of the EU-China trade relations with Chinese Commerce Minster Gao Hucheng. On the 

solar panel talks, the Commissioner emphasised that "both sides are now engaged in a sincere way to work 

towards an amicable solution" and confirmed that the EU wishes to "find a negotiated settlement as quickly as 

possible." 

 

"Now, it's clear to everyone that in recent weeks both China and Europe have not seen eye to eye on the one 

specific issue of Europe's trade defence case on solar panels. There is no point in denying that. The solar panel 

issue has NOT been part of this morning's discussions between us since it is not part of the Joint Committee's 

agenda. However, as I made it clear through a press statement on Tuesday, technical-level discussions toward 

a negotiated settlement begun in Brussels at the start of this week, and continue now in Beijing. As I have 

stated time and time again during the course of the investigation, the EU has only one wish: to find a 

negotiated settlement as quickly as possible on the basis of 'undertakings' that can remove the injury caused 

by the dumping on our market: nothing more, nothing less. Let be me very clear again here today in Beijing: 

Europe wishes for an amicable solution." the Commissioner said. 

More info 

 

 

 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/trade/creating-opportunities/bilateral-relations
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=930
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WTO Dispute settlement  

 

State-of-play of latest DSU developments 
 In Canada-FIT (DS412-426) the Dispute Settlement Body adopted on 24 May the Appellate Body report 

and the Panel report, as amended in appeal. 

 The EU requested consultations with China concerning the Chinese anti-dumping duties imposed on 

high-performance stainless steel seamless tubes from the EU and Japan (DS460) on 13 June 2013. 

 In DS432 China – measures related to the exportation of rare earths, tungsten and molybdenum the 

second substantive meeting of the panel with the parties took place on 17 and 18 June 2013. 

 In DS 442 Indonesia – Fatty alcohols, on 1 May 2013 Indonesia made the first request to establish a 

panel.  Their request was blocked in the DSB meeting of 24 May. 

More info 

 
 

 

Meetings held during weeks 25-26  

 19 of June: Host of the event on "Brazil-EU Investment: Roundtable on policy, cases and opportunities", 

Brussels 

 23 of June: Meeting with US Congressman Jim Costa 

 24 of June: Meeting with the Chair of the European Economic and Social Committee's (EESC) External 

Relations Section, Mr. José María Zufiaur, and the President of the EESC's Follow-up Committee on 

Trade, Mr. Sandy Boyle; meeting with an associate research fellow of the Academia Sinica in Taiwan; 

speaker at the cocktail reception on “The role of the Pharmaceutical Industry in delivering health and 

growth in the EU”, organised by the European Federation of Pharmaceutical Industries and Associations 

(EFPIA) 

 25 of June: Meeting with a representative of the European Apparel and Textile Confederation 

(EURATEX) 

 

 
Briefing notes & studies by the Policy department  

 

Delivered 
 
 Internal briefing note on the European textile sector in international trade 

 

Pending 
 Internal briefing note on Economic and trade relations with the Philippines 

 Foreign Trade and promotion systems of EU Member States and EU complementarities 

 External study on EU Free Trade Policy in comparison with those of third countries 

 External study on the Implementation and Enforcement of HR Conditionality in EU Trade Agreements 

(addendum to the DROI study) 

 Internal briefing note on the Trade and economic relations with Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan 

 Internal briefing note - Country note on Greece 

 Internal briefing note - Short Evaluation of the DCFTA with Morocco 

 

http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2007/may/tradoc_134652.pdf
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Library briefings 

 

Opening negotiations on a plurilateral Trade in Services Agreement (TiSA)/ Skoba Laine, Library Briefing, 27 

June 2013, 1 p.,  

"With the aim of overcoming stalemate in the Doha Round, a number of WTO members, including the EU 

and the US, are about to launch negotiations on a plurilateral Trade in Services Agreement (TiSA)." 

 

Member States' export credit agencies/ Grieger Gisela, Library Briefing, 27 June 2013, 1 p.,  

"EU Member States' export credit agencies (ECAs) play a vital role in fostering the domestic export industry 

by filling gaps in trade finance for non-marketable risks. ECAs provide government-backed medium and 

long-term export credits, guarantees and insurance." 

 

Increase of Norway's import duties for some agricultural products: impact and reactions/ Latek Marta, 

Library Briefing, 27 June 2013, 1 p., 

"Traditionally a strong supporter of its agricultural sector, Norway has since 1 January 2013 been applying 

new ad valorem duties on imports of certain types of cheese, sheep and beef meat, resulting in sharp 

increases." 

 

Commerce entre l'UE et l'Amérique latine: L'impact social de la libéralisation/ Latek Marta, Library Briefing, 

21 June 2013, 7 p., 

"Les années 2000 ont vu la prolifération spectaculaire des accords commerciaux entre l'Amérique latine et 

l'Union européenne. Les ONGs reprochent à l'UE de ne pas suffisamment prendre en compte dans les 

négociations l'asymétrie entre le niveau de développement des deux régions. " 

 

European Globalisation Adjustment Fund: Tackling job losses due to changes in trade patterns/ 
Alessandro D'Alfonso, Library Briefing, 18 June 2013, 6 p. 

"Created in 2007, the European Globalisation Adjustment Fund (EGF) is the flexibility instrument in the EU 

budget for interventions in case of mass redundancies caused by major changes in global trade." 

 

New books in the Library reading room collection (available for loan)  

 

The Oxford handbook on the World Trade Organization 
Narlikar, Amrita; Daunton, M. J.; Stern, Robert M.- New York: Oxford University Press, 2012, xxvii, 849 p., 

"The Oxford Handbook on the World Trade Organization provides an authoritative and cutting-

edge account of the World Trade Organization. Its purpose is to provide a holistic understanding 

of what the WTO does, how it goes about fulfilling its tasks, its achievements and problems, and 

how it might contend with some critical challenges. The Handbook benefits from an 

interdisciplinary approach." 

 

Sur la route du papier: petit précis de mondialisation III 
Orsenna, Erik, Paris: LGF, 2013, 327 p., 

"Un voyage aux quatre coins du monde où l'auteur décrypte l'histoire de la mondialisation à 

travers l'épopée du papier." 

 

 

 

 

 

http://libraryeuroparl.wordpress.com/2013/07/01/opening-negotiations-on-a-plurilateral-trade-in-services-agreement-tisa/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/bibliotheque/briefing/2013/130583/LDM_BRI(2013)130583_REV1_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/bibliotheque/briefing/2013/130584/LDM_BRI(2013)130584_REV1_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/bibliotheque/briefing/2013/130563/LDM_BRI(2013)130563_REV1_FR.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/bibliotheque/briefing/2013/130525/LDM_BRI(2013)130525_REV1_EN.pdf
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/content.form?symphonyId=193759
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/content.form?symphonyId=219807
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Library weekly newsletter on International Trade  

 

The EP Library's weekly electronic newsletter covers EU positions, academic studies and press articles on 

International trade issues. Browse the archive and sign up. 

 

For more information please visit our Library intranet pages on International Trade, Contact - Nils 

Hammarlund, Ext. 42871/ Odile Maisse, Ext. 46201 

 

 

Press releases 

 

MEPs urge Norway to lift protectionist duties on EU farm produce 
Press release - 04-07-2013 

 

Parliament deplores the recent imposition by Norway of massive import duties on EU farm produce and 

demands that it withdraw these protectionist measures, otherwise the EU will have to consider "further action" 

says a resolution adopted on Thursday.  

 

Trade Committee chair Moreira welcomes launch of EU-US Trade talks 
Press release - 18-06-2013 

 

"The European Parliament clearly welcomes the launch of trade negotiations with the US and will monitor 

closely the entire process, which should be as transparent as possible", said the European Parliament's 

International Trade Committee chair Vital Moreira (S&D, PT) on Friday, following today's EU Trade Council 

decision to grant EU negotiators a mandate to proceed with the talks.  

 

Important Meetings and Events 

 

WTO events 
 

8-10 July Fourth Global Review of Aid for Trade “Connecting to Value Chains”  

16-18 July Trade Policy Review: European Union (formerly EC)   

23 July Dispute Settlement Body  

24-25 July General Council 

29-31 July Trade Policy Review: Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Congo 

and Gabon  

30 August Dispute Settlement Body  

 

Events calendar 2013 
Summits & Events 

 

8 -9 July Eurogroup + ECOFIN  

5-6 September G20 Leaders' Summit,  St. Petersburg, Russia  

17 Sep. to 4 Oct. UN 68th General Assembly, New York 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/policyAreaPostDetail.form?selectedCategoryId=103&postId=30260&policyAreaId=5
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/policyAreaPosts.form?policyAreaId=5
mailto:nils.hammarlund@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:nils.hammarlund@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:odile.maisse@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+IM-PRESS+20130628IPR14596+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+IM-PRESS+20130612IPR11601+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/events_e/events_e.htm#mon07
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Useful links 

 

INTA Links: 

List of INTA Members  

INTA Intranet & E-Committee 

INTA Internet 

 

EU Links:  

European Commission - Trade 

European Council 

Council of Ministers  

Lithuanian presidency  

 

Other Links 

WTO 

Documents and publications 

 

Calendar of committee's meetings for 2013 

 

The next regular meeting of the Committee on International Trade is scheduled to take place on Thursday 5, 

September 2013, from 9.00-12.30. The calendar of 2013 meetings can be found here.  

 
Back to Content 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/inta/members.html#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/inta/members.html#menuzone
http://www.expo.ep.parl.union.eu/expo/cms/pid/10;%20jsessionid=1FED70050435C2F6B7217DE671ABDEBD
http://www.intanet.ep.parl.union.eu/intanet/cms/welcome
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=INTA
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/
http://www.european-council.europa.eu/the-institution.aspx?lang=en
http://consilium.europa.eu/showPage.aspx?lang=en
http://www.eu2013.lt/en
http://www.wto.org/
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/documents-and-publications/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/inta/calendar_2013.pdf

