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From 09.00 to 12.30 and 15.00 to 18.30 
 
Room:  JAN 6Q2 

 
In the Chair: Alain Lamassoure, Chairman 

 
 
 
 
1.  Adoption of agenda 
 
The Draft Agenda was circulated to Members on  
3 July 2013 and was published on the website the  
same day.  
 
2.  Chairman's announcements 
 
2.1.    Languages available: 
 
Available : BG, CS, DA, DE, EL, EN, ES, FR, HR, HU, 
IT, LT, NL, PL, PT, RO, SK, SV. 
 
Not available :  ET, SL 
 
 
2.2.   Webstreaming 
  
Members are informed that this BUDG meeting will be 
webstreamed (apart from Coordinators' meeting) on the 
following link:  http://www.europarl.europa.eu/wps-
europarl-internet/frd/live/live-program?language=en 
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Please be aware that each time a speaker activates the  
microphone to make an intervention the camera will  
be automatically directed to the speaker. 
 
 
 
2.3.     Other announcements:  
 
The latest implementation and "RAL" figures  of  
the 2013 Budget are now available at the following 
Intranet link: 
http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/cms/pol
deptd/pid/2303 
 
 
 
3.  Approval of minutes of meetings of  
 
 19-20 June 2013 
 24 June 2013 

 
 
  

 1

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/wps-europarl-internet/frd/live/live-program?language=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/wps-europarl-internet/frd/live/live-program?language=en
http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/cms/poldeptd/pid/2303
http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/cms/poldeptd/pid/2303


Public hearing 

 
4.  Hearing on Erasmus for young  
     entrepreneurs 

 
(09.00 - 11.00) 

 
 
See separate programme 
  
 
 
5.  Annual meeting with the Troika of  
     EU decentralised agencies 
 

(11.00 - 12.00) 
 
 
The Committee on Budgets will hold its annual exchange 
of views with the troika of decentralised agencies. This 
meeting takes place every year to allow agencies to pre-
sent to BUDG Members an overview of the their needs 
in terms of staff and budget before the European Parlia-
ment takes a position on the budget for  the following 
year.  
 
Speakers will be Marcel VERSLYPE, Executive Director 
of the European Railway Agency (ERA) and current 
Chair of the EU Agencies Network, Morten KJAERUM, 
Director of the Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA) and 
Andrea AMMON, Deputy Director of the European 
Centre for Desease Prevention and Control (ECDC). 
 
The discussion will focus on the agencies' budget for 
2014 as proposed by the Commission on 26 June as well 
as the multiannual planning as communicated by the 
Commission to the agencies. Furthermore the implemen-
tation of the Common Approach on decentralised agen-
cies, adopted in July 2012, might be discussed as well. 
 
A position paper of the EU Agencies Network had been 
distributed to Members by email on 8 July. 
 
Policy Department D prepared a background document 
on the 2014 Draft Budget allocations to the decentralised 
agencies.  

 
Budget 2014 

 
6.  Budget 2014 - Mandate for the 
    Trilogue 
 
Rapporteur: A. Jensen 
 
   Exchange of views  
 
BUDG Members will find for information the recom-
mendations for mandate adopted by BUDG Coordina-
tors on 11 July. Due to the short time between DB pres-
entation on 26 June and the next budgetary trilogue on 3 
September it was impossible to have the standard report 
for mandate for trilogue. Therefore, the mandate will be 
approved by coordinators before submission to the 
committee. 
 
7.  General budget of the EU for the  
     financial year 2014 - All sections 
 
Co-rapporteurs: A. Jensen - M. Hohlmeier 
 
   Exchange of views  
 
Trilogue: 
 
Due to the late presentation of the DB the usual July 
trilogue could not take place as the Council was not ready 
to discuss its position on DB. As such, the next trilogue 
will be on 3 September 
 
Presentation of PP/PAs : 
 
Mrs. Anne E. Jensen, General Rapporteur for the Budget 
2014, will inform the committee about the Commission 
pre-assessment of the 162 pilot projects and preparatory 
actions (PP-PA) submitted to the Commission in June 
and of the calendar for submission of PP-PAs as budget 
amendments in early September.  
 
Of the 162 proposed PP-PAs, 132 are new proposals and 
30 are already existing PP-PAs. The draft list of projects 
constitute a total of 274,15 million EUR in CA and 
204,23 million EUR in PA. The average amount of 
CA for a PP or PA is 1,55 million EUR.  
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Joint debate : 

  
MFF - Own resources/ 

 
 
8.  MFF - Own resources 
 
Rapporteurs: R. Böge -  I. Kalfin / J.L. Dehaene - A. Jensen 
 
 Exchange of views  

 

Following the political agreement on the next MFF 
reached on 27 June at the level of the Presidents of the 
three institutions, Parliament adopted a resolution which 
endorsed by a clear majority the outcome of these nego-
tiations, pending certain conditions, including a political 
agreement on the relevant legal bases, especially on ele-
ments that are also reflected in the MFF Regulation, and 
the respect of Council's commitment to adopt further 
amending budgets to avoid any shortfall in payment ap-
propriations during the current year. 

At Council's level, the agreement was welcome by Euro-
pean Council on 27 June and formally approved by 
COREPER, on behalf of Council, on 28 June. 

An exchange of views will take place between BUDG 
Members.  
 
 
9.  Draft Amending Budget n° 2/2013 

 
Rapporteur: G. La Via 
 
   Exchange of views  
 
In line with the agreement reached between Parliament 
and Council in the framework of the MFF negotiations, 
on 9 July ECOFIN adopted a position approving the first 
tranche of 7.3 billion EUR of DAB 2, with a propor-
tional distribution (at 65%) of the cut across all the lines 
included in the Commission's proposal. 
 
The Rapporteur proposes to adopt such a position with-
out amendment.  
 
 
 

The formal commitment by the Council to ensure the 
coverage also of the second tranche (3.9 billion EUR) 
remains, however, a pre-condition for the Parliament to 
grant its consent to the MFF package in autumn. 
Provisional calendar : 
 

Date Body Event 

7 May BUDG  Indicative political vote 
30 May  BUDG  Exchange of views 
27 June BUDG  Exchange of views 
11 July BUDG  Consideration of draft report 
16 July, 12.00 BUDG  Deadline for amendments 
5 Sept. BUDG  Vote  
Sept. Plenary Vote  

 
10.  Draft Amending Budget n° 3/2013 

 
Rapporteur: G. La Via 
 
   Exchange of views  
 

The committee will discuss on the draft report on DAB 
3/2013, by which the annual surplus in the previous 
year's budget is given back to the Member States, propor-
tionally reducing their GNI contribution.  

The adoption of DAB 3 will therefore partially alleviate 
the additional burden that DAB 2 may constitute for the 
national budgets.  

Therefore the BUDG committee considered the two 
Amending budgets as politically interlinked and to be 
treated together. 
 
The Rapporteur proposes to adopt Council's position of 
9 July on this Amending budget (which confirmed the 
Commission's proposal without amendment).  
 
Provisional calendar : 
 

Date Body Event 

7 May BUDG  Indicative political vote 
30 May  BUDG  Exchange of views 
27 June BUDG  Exchange of views 
11 July BUDG  Consideration of draft report 
16 July, 12.00 BUDG  Deadline for amendments 
5 Sept. BUDG  Vote  
Sept. Plenary Vote  

 
 

 3



11.  Draft Amending Budget n° 4/2013 
 

Co-rapporteurs: G. La Via - D. Vaughan 
 
   Exchange of views  
 
The committee will discuss on the draft report on DAB 
4, which the Commission adopted on 29 April to rein-
force the establishment plans of the GNSS decentralised 
agency, of the Education, Audiovisual and Culture execu-
tive agency (EACEA) and of the Court of Justice.    
 
The Commission's proposal is presented as budgetary 
neutral. 
 
 
GNSS Agency 
It is proposed to reinforce the establishment plan of the 
agency by 20 additional posts due to the new tasks en-
trusted to it following the adoption by the Commission 
of a proposal for a new GNSS Regulation, foreseeing a 
new governance structure for EGNOS and Galileo 
which will have an impact on the tasks to be performed 
by the agency. 
 
The additional costs, estimated at 1.75 million EUR, are 
proposed to be covered through internal redeployment 
within the chapter of the Galileo programme (02 05). 
 
EACEA  
The Commission proposes to add 15 full time posts and 
2 temporary agents to the establishment plan of this ex-
ecutive agency due to the extension of its tasks (aimed to 
perform the implementation of MEDIA Mundus pro-
gramme, the expansion of activities under heading 4 and 
the Youth Programme activities). 
 
The additional posts and the related appropriations (in 
total amounting to 1.52 million EUR) would be fully off-
set by a reduction of the staffing level (and of the related 
appropriations) in the Commission section of the budget. 
 
Court of Justice  
The Commission proposes to amend the establishment 
plan of the CoJ to include 1 Advocate General and 7 
members of staff for the cabinet.  
 
No additional appropriations have been foreseen as some 
time is usually required to recruit additional staff, and the  
 
 

Court would be able to absorb this expenditure. 

This proposal originates in a Court's request, made in 
January under the Lisbon Treaty (Declaration n° 38). The 
Court proposes that one AG should take up their duties 
to coincide with Croatia's accession to the EU and that 
the remaining 2 AG's should take up their duties in 2015.  

 
The number of cases brought before the Court has been 
rising steadily for a number of years and this trend is ex-
pected to continue in years to come.  
 
The Commission did not however include the Court's 
request for 9 new law clerks in this amending budget for 
the following reasons: 
 
- the 1% staff reduction target across all institutions 
- uncertainty about the Court's proposal to create addi-
tional Judges for the Court - Commission wants to  wait 
until a decision on this has been taken by the legislative 
authority. 
 
This justification appears not to be very solid as the new 
law clerks could precisely alleviate the workload pending 
the nomination of the new judges (a reform supported by 
JURI, CONT, and apparently the Member States them-
selves). 
Its principle has been agreed for two years but its finalisa-
tion was delayed until now, on the Council side (difficulty 
to agree on a rotation system as there would no longer be 
one Judge per Member State in the General Court).  
 
Moreover the Commission intends apparently to defend 
the inclusion of these 9 new posts in the DB 2014. 
 
On 9 July ECOFIN Council adopted the Commission's 
proposal without amendment. In their draft report the 
co-Rapporteurs express their favour towards such an ap-
proach. 

 

Provisional calendar : 
 

Date Body Event 

30 May BUDG  Exchange of views 
11 July BUDG  Consideration of draft report 

(tbc) 
16 July, 12.00 BUDG deadline for amendments 
5 Sept. BUDG Vote  
Sept. Plenary Vote  
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12.  Draft Amending Budget n° 5/2013 

 
Rapporteur: G. La Via 
 
   Exchange of views  
 
DAB 5/2013 concerns the mobilization of the EU Soli-
darity fund in favour of Croatia, Slovenia and Austria 
following the disasters caused by the intense rainfalls and 
consequent floods in autumn 2012 which affected large 
parts of these countries. 

The Council scheduled its vote on this Amending budget 
on 9 July, thus not leaving the time for the Parliament 
vote in the July plenary, despite the urgency of this fund-
ing.  

Given the political importance of this DAB, in its meet-
ing of 27 June the committee expressed its support to-
wards the Commission's proposal through a political 
vote. On 9 July the Council confirmed such a proposal 
without modifications. 

 
The draft report, along this line, will be discussed on 11 
July and put to vote on 5 September in BUDG. 
 
Provisional calendar : 

 
Date Body Event 

27 June BUDG Indicative political vote 
11 July BUDG Consideration of draft report  
16 July, 12.00 BUDG deadline for amendments 
5 Sept. BUDG Vote  
Sept. Plenary Vote  

 
 
 
13.  Mobilisation of the EU Solidarity 
       Fund: flooding in Slovenia, Croatia 
       and Austria in autumn 2012 
 
Rapporteur: J.M. Fernandes 
 
   Exchange of views  
 
The committee will have a second exchange of views on 
a Commission proposal mobilising the EU Solidarity 
Fund in favour of Slovenia, Croatia and Austria. 

 
Intense rainfall between the end of October and early 
November 2012 caused rivers to burst their banks flood-
ing in wider areas of the rivers Sava, Kupa, Mura and 
Drava in Slovenia and in the basins of the rivers Mura, 
Drava and Lavant in Austria, as well as on the territory of 
Croatia. The floods caused damage to private and public 
buildings, water and waste water infrastructure, busi-
nesses and to agricultural land and forests. Subsequently, 
Slovenia submitted an application for financial assistance 
from the European Union Solidarity Fund under the ma-
jor disaster criterion, whereby Croatia's and Austria's ap-
plications were submitted under the so-called 'neighbour-
ing country criterion'. 
 
The Commission's analysis revealed that the flooding 
damage as presented in all three applications was caused 
by a single underlying meteorological condition and can 
therefore be accepted as a single event. 
 
The Commission proposes to mobilise the European 
Union Solidarity Fund for a total amount of 
EUR 14 607 942, to be allocated under heading 3b of the 
financial framework. The Rapporteur recommends the 
approval of the Commission proposal. 
 
The Commission has presented Draft Amending Budget 
(DAB) No 5 for the year 2013 covering the mobilisation 
of the EU Solidarity Fund for the above mentioned 
amount of EUR 14 607 942 in commitment and payment 
appropriations.  
 
Provisional calendar: 
 

Date Body Event 

16 May BUDG  First discussion  
11 July  BUDG  Presentation of draft report 
16 July noon BUDG Deadline for AMs 
5 Sept. BUDG  Vote 
Sept. (tbc) Plenary Vote 

 
 
14.  Mobilisation of the European  
      Globalisation Adjustment Fund :  
      application EGF/2012/008/IT 
      De Tomaso Automobili - Italy 
 
Rapporteur: D. Riquet 
 
   Exchange of views  
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The BUDG Committee will discuss a Draft Report con-
taining a decision to mobilize EGF assistance accompa-
nied with the transfer of appropriations DEC15. The 
amount of the foreseen EGF contribution for the re-
training of 1 010 workers from De Tomaso Automobili 
S.p.A., an enterprise operating in the automobile sector in 
Italy, is EUR 2 594 672. 
 
 
Provisional calendar: 
 

Date Body Event 

11 July BUDG  Exchange of views 
29 August  BUDG  Deadline for AMs 
18 September EMPL  Vote  
18 September BUDG  Vote 
October (tbc) Plenary Vote 

 
 
 
 
15.  Mobilisation of the European  
      Globalisation Adjustment Fund :  
      application EGF/2011/0251/IT 
      Lombardy - Italy 
 
Rapporteur: S. Garriga Polledo 
 
   Exchange of views  
 
The BUDG Committee will discuss a Draft Report con-
taining a decision to mobilize EGF assistance accompa-
nied with the transfer of appropriations DEC12. The 
amount of the foreseen EGF contribution for the re-
training of 480 workers from Anovo Italia S.p.A. and 
Jabil CM S.r.l., enterprises operating in the ICT sector in 
Italy, is EUR 1 164 930. 
 
Provisional calendar :  
 

Date Body Event 

11 July BUDG  Exchange of views 
29 August  BUDG  Deadline for AMs 
18 September EMPL  Vote  
18 September BUDG  Vote 
October (tbc) Plenary Vote 

 
 

16.  The location of the seats of the  
       European Union's Institutions 
 
Rapporteur: A. Alvaro 
 
   Exchange of views  
 
The Committee will have an exchange of views of the 
Rapporteur's draft opinion to the AFCO INI report on 
the location of the seats of the European Institutions.  
 
In his opinion the Rapporteur asks the Administration 
for an analysis of the savings that could be made if Par-
liament had only one place of work which should include 
not only structural costs (buildings, maintenance, secu-
rity, insurance, energy, environmental impact, travel, lo-
gistics, restaurants, etc.) but also ancillary costs.  
 
Finally the Rapporteur concludes that Parliament would 
be more effective and cost-efficient if it were located in a 
single place and therefore recommends proposing Treaty 
changes under Article 48 of the TEU.  
 
Provisional calendar: 
 

Date Body Event 

11 July  BUDG  Presentation of draft opinion 
16 July noon BUDG Deadline for AMs 
5 Sept. BUDG  Vote 
17 Sept. (tbc) AFCO Vote 

 
 
 
17.  European Semester for economic  
      policy coordination : implementation 
      of 2013 priorities 
 
Rapporteur: C. Trautmann 
 
   Exchange of views  

 
The Rapporteur, Catherine Trautmann (S&D) will pre-
sent her draft opinion on the European Semester and the 
implementation of the 2013 priorities to the INI report 
of the ECON committee.  
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The bi-annual reports on the European Semester are part 
of the enhanced scrutiny of the Semester process through 
the European Parliament. 
 
The Rapporteur focused in her draft opinion on the role 
of the EU budget in supporting growth and job creation.  
 
The deadline for amendments has been set for 30 Au-
gust. 
 
Provisional calendar: 
 

Date Body Event 

11 July BUDG  Exchange of views  
30 August-
10.00  

BUDG  Deadline AM 

18 September BUDG  Vote in BUDG 
30 September ECON Vote in Committee 
October II PLEN Vote in Plenary 

 
 
18.  Provisions relating to financial  
      management for certain Member 
      States experiencing or threatened  
      with serious difficulties with respect  
      to their financial stability and to the 
      decommitment rules for certain  
      Member States 
 
Rapporteur: E. Gardiazábal  
 
   Exchange of views  
 
The Rapporteur will present her draft opinion on provi-
sions relating to financial management for certain Mem-
ber States experiencing or threatened with serious diffi-
culties with respect to their financial stability and to the 
de-commitment rules, tabled to the REGI legislative re-
port. 
 
The draft opinion relates to the following two measures: 
 
1. Prolongation of the increased co-financing rate for 
Member States threatened with serous difficulties with 
respect to their financial stability (Art. 77 of the General 
Regulation1 as amended by the Regulation (EU) No 
1311/2011 of 13.12.2011) 
                                                   
1 Regulation (EC) No 1083/2006  

2. Extension of the period for the automatic de-
commitment (Art. 99 of the General Regulation) 
 
Deadline for amendments: 29 August 2013, 18h00. 
 
The committee is expected to vote the draft opinion dur-
ing the BUDG meeting 18 September. 
 
The lead committee REGI will vote its report on 23 Sep-
tember. 
 
Provisional calendar: 
 

Date  Body  Event  
11 July  BUDG  1st exchange of views  
29 August, 18.00  BUDG  Deadline for AMs  
18 September  BUDG  Vote  
23 September  REGI  Vote lead committee 
October Plenary  Vote  

 
 

19.  Support for rural development  
       provided by the European Agricul 
       tural Fund for Rural Development  
 
Rapporteur: G. La Via 
 
   Exchange of views  

 
 

The regulation implements the Commission proposals on 
the CAP reform for financial year 2015 taking into ac-
count the European Council conclusions of 8 February 
2013. It incorporates the external convergence of the 
direct payments, the increased flexibility between the 
CAP pillars and the co-financing rate for rural develop-
ment. The new elements arising from the European 
Council conclusions are put within square brackets pend-
ing the final agreement on the MFF.  
 
For direct payments, the European Council conclusions 
of 8 February 2013 correspond, compared to the Com-
mission proposal, to a reduction of EUR 830 million (in 
current prices) in financial year 2015 (corresponding to 
claim year 2014 for direct payments). They also modify 
the timeframe of the convergence (6 years) and add a 
minimum of 196 EUR/ha to be reached by financial year 
2020.  
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Increased flexibility between pillars will be budgetary 
neutral as exactly the same amounts reduced from one 
Fund (EAGF or EAFRD) will be made available to the 
other Fund (EAGF or EAFRD). As regards rural devel-
opment, the regulation aims to ensure the continuity of a 
number of measures involving multiannual commit-
ments. Those provisions have no financial impact as the 
rural development allocation remains unchanged. How-
ever, the distribution over time of the payments might be 
slightly different than otherwise but it cannot be quanti-
fied at this stage. 
 
 

Voting time 

 
20.  Budget 2014 - Mandate for the 
      Trilogue 
 
Rapporteur: A. Jensen 
 
   Consideration and adoption  

 
The mandate for the trilogue approved by BUDG Coor-
dinators will be submitted to the committee. 
 
21.  Forward policy planning and long- 
      term trends: budgetary implications  
      for capacity-building  
 
Rapporteur: J. Elles 

 
   Consideration and adoption  
 
The ESPAS started as a Pilot Project in the 2010 Budget 
and was in 2012 turned into a Preparatory Action for the 
three years 2012 to 2014. The purpose of the action is to 
set up an inter-institutional system identifying long-term 
trends on major policy issues facing the European Union. 
The intention is to provide common analyses of probable 
outcomes on major issues to be available to policy-
makers. 
 
The system has been named ESPAS, the 'European 
Strategy and Policy Analysis System'. It brings together 
officials from the European Commission, the European 
Parliament, the Council of the European Union and the 

European External Action Service, with a view to devel-
oping mechanisms for deeper and more regular coopera-
tion between officials in the various institutions and bod-
ies devoted to forward policy thinking. 
 
In his report the Rapporteur urges the four institutions 
and bodies currently involved in the ESPAS process to 
elaborate and sign an administrative cooperation agree-
ment, to allow for the ESPAS system to continue beyond 
2014. Furthermore, he stresses the need for the partici-
pating institutions and bodies to devote the necessary 
staff and financial resources to the ESPAS system, 
through each of their respective budgets in full compli-
ance with the Financial Regulation, and in particular Arti-
cle 54 (e) thereof, and in the context of the annual budg-
etary procedure, so as to ensure that this capability can be 
developed in a budgetary neutral way in future years.  
 
9 amendments were received within the deadline.  
 
Provisional calendar : 
 

Date Body Event 

30 May  BUDG  Presentation of draft report 
20 June noon BUDG Deadline for AMs 
11 July BUDG  Vote 
Sept.  Plenary Vote 

 
 
22. Organisation of a labour force sample 
      survey in the Community 
 
Rapporteur: J. L. Cottigny 

 
   Consideration and adoption  
 
The Labour Force Survey (LFS) is the framework of ref-
erence for the collection of statistical information about 
the EU labour market. The core LFS is supplemented by 
a so-called ad hoc module that focuses on a different 
topic each year. According to the Commission (Eurostat), 
while the core part of the survey is of equal interest at 
national and European levels, the ad hoc modules serve 
chiefly to provide the requisite information for specifi-
cally European policy initiatives such as the European 
employment strategy and Europe 2020. 
 
Because the ad hoc modules are largely of European 
value and because the quest for additional information, 
varying from year to year, imposes administrative bur-
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dens, Eurostat has found it hard in the past to get the 
Member States and their national statistical institutes to 
cooperate fully in implementing the modules.  
 
Apart from bringing the relevant provisions into line with 
the system of delegated and implementing acts, the main 
aim of this proposal is therefore to introduce a legal basis 
for future grants to the national statistical institutes, in 
the form of lump sums, without calls for proposals and 
under the future programme for social change and inno-
vation, in order to partially offset the additional costs 
involved by the ad hoc modules. 
 
In the draft opinion, the rapporteur advocates that Par-
liament backs the principle, as proposed by the Commis-
sion, of supporting national public authorities financially 
in carrying out statistical work that offers real European 
added value.  
 
Three amendments have been put forward by the Rap-
porteur in his draft opinion. No further amendment has 
been tabled by BUDG Members 
 
The proposed amendments aim at improving the clarity 
and consistency of the legal text and at making sure that 
grants shall be awarded subject to the Member States’ 
participating fully in the implementation of the ad hoc 
modules. 
 
 
23.  Multiannual funding of the European 
       Maritime Safety Agency in the field  
       of response to pollution caused by  
       ships and to marine pollution caused 
       by oil and gas installations 
 
Rapporteur: J. Haug 

 
   Consideration and adoption  

 
BUDG will vote on the draft opinion of Jutta Haug 
(S&D) to the TRAN report on the Commission proposal 
for a new multiannual funding for the actions of the 
European Maritime Safety Agency. The Rapporteur is in 
favour of such a funding for the period of the next MFF, 
but doubts the figures presented by the Commission. As 
EMSA's tasks have been extended by the legislative au-
thority as has the geographical scope of its activities, the 
figures proposed do not seem to be sufficient. In line 

with the lead committee's Rapporteur, Ms Haug proposes 
a compromise between the Commission's figures and the 
initial agency request which was 37.5 million above the 
Commission proposal. 
 
The Rapporteur tabled 3 amendments to the Commis-
sion proposal. No further amendments had been tabled 
within the deadline of 24 June. 
 
Provisional calendar: 
 

Date Body Event 

20 June BUDG  Exchange of views  
24 June-10.00  BUDG  Deadline AM 
11 July BUDG  Vote in BUDG 
17 Sept TRAN Vote in Committee 
tbc Plenary Vote 

 
 
 
24.  European Union Agency for Law  
       Enforcement Cooperation and  
       Training (Europol) and repeal of  
       Decisions 2009/371/JHA and  
       2005/681/JHA 
 
Rapporteur: J. Haug 

 
   Consideration and adoption  
 
BUDG will vote on the draft opinion of Jutta Haug 
(S&D) to the LIBE report on the Commission proposal 
for a new Europol regulation. The most controversial 
aspect is the proposed merger of Europol with the Euro-
pean Police College CEPOL. The Rapporteur supports 
such a merger as it can create savings and efficiency gains 
as well as synergies between operational and training de-
partments. 
 
To preserve the long-term role of training within the new 
Europol structure the Rapporteur suggests creating dedi-
cated budget lines for both police cooperation and train-
ing, thus allowing the budgetary authority to decide on 
the overall amount for training within the operational 
expenditure. 
The Rapporteur tabled 6 amendments to the Commis-
sion proposal. Further 5 amendments have been tabled 
within the deadline of 24 June. 
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Provisional calendar: 
 

Date Body Event 

20 June BUDG  Exchange of views  
24 June-10.00  BUDG  Deadline AM 
11 July BUDG  Vote in BUDG 
Sept/Oct LIBE Vote in Committee 
tbc Plenary Vote 

 
25.   Budget 2013 - Section III 

 
Rapporteur: G. La Via 

 
 DECs 16, 17, 18, 19, 21 
 Any transfer request 
 
 
DEC 16/2013 
It aims at transferring 4 million EUR from line  01 04 05 
Completion of programme for enterprises: improvement 
of the financial environment for small and middle-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) to line 26 03 01 01 Interoperability 
Solutions for European Public Administrations (ISA). 
This line (Heading 1a) run out of payments in June fol-
lowing the delayed adoption of DAB 2 and the reduced 
payments included in the B2013 (10.8 mio EUR) vs DB 
2013 (15 mio EUR). 

COM had to pay already 10.000 EUR of late interest 
rates for pending invoices and further 280.000 EUR are 
due in case of lack of payments in the next months. 

Further 10 mio EUR (requested through DAB 2) will be 
still needed on this line even after this transfer, to cope 
with the forecast of payment needs until the end of 2013. 
The adoption of  DAB 2 at 7.3 bio EUR allows instead 
for a reinforcement of only 6.5 mio EUR . 
 
DEC 17/2013 
It aims at lifting the reserve on the 4 budget lines identi-
fied as part of the so called "Schengen reserve" (25% of 
the appropriations in reserve) during the 2012 budgetary 
procedure for a total of 97.8 mio EUR in CA and 55.2 
mio in PA. 
On 29 May a satisfactory agreement was reached between 
the co-legislators (CSL adoption of the package is fore-
seen in autumn), paving the way to the lift of this reserve. 
 
DEC 18/2013 
It aims at ensuring the funding for the humanitarian aid 
to Syria by 247.7 million EUR in CA and 140 mio in PA. 

Commitments are made available as follows: 

- 70 mio from the Emergency aid reserve (EAR) 

- 177.7 mio from redeployment within Heading 4 (DCI 
and ENPI among other programmes) 

Only additional 2.3 mio EUR  - from up to 250 mio - will 
be mobilised through the operational reserve of the Hu-
manitarian Aid. This is done to leave the limited appro-
priations which remain under the operational reserve (12 
mio EUR) available for the upcoming emergencies (Su-
dan, Sahel, Pakistan, Horn of Africa). 

As regards payments: 

-  37 mio EUR come from the EAR 

- 103 mio EUR from redeployment within Heading 4 
(same programmes as for commitments). 

A strong warning is made as regards the lack of payments 
in the B2013 for this line, which implies a risk of rupture 
in the cash flow to meet humanitarian needs. Already the 
current request will allow a limited pre-financing of 56% 
(compared to the usual rate of 80%).  

With the partial reinforcement deriving from the adop-
tion of the first tranche of DAB, Humanitarian aid line 
can be increased by 28 mio EUR and the operational re-
serve can thus be partly restored to tackle upcoming 
emergencies. 
 
DEC 19/2013 
In addition to DEC 18/2013 - and in application of the 
new rules of the FinReg (a separate transfer for each 
emergency action) - DEC 19 requires a reinforcement for 
the Humanitarian aid line by 15 mio in commitments and 
8 mio in payments for the emergencies in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo and in the Central African Republic. 
The identified source line is also in this case the EAR.  
Also in this case the shortage of payments under heading 
4, lacking the adoption of DAB 2, implies that the re-
quired reinforcement is limited to a pre-financing rate of 
53% (vs the usual 80%). 
 
 
DEC 21/2013 
It aims at reinforcing in payments only (21 mio EUR in 
total) the Instrument for Stability (IfS) due to the low 
level set in B2013 (-42 mio EUR as compared to the 
Draft Budget).  
The needed appropriations are identified through rede-
ployment from CFSP (Chapter 1903) and the EIDHR - 
Electoral observation line. 
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However, the appropriations under the lines of origin for 
this transfer are only temporarily available and might 
need to be re-established later in the year.  

 
 
 
26.  Budget 2013 - Other sections 
 
Rapporteur: D. Vaughan 

 
 Any transfer request 
 

The Court of Justice and the European Economic and 
Social Committee informed the EP of their intention to 
make transfers of 2013 appropriations.  

Please see detailed descriptions in Annex to the newslet-
ter and in the dossier): 

 
 
 
 
27.  Building policy 

 
Rapporteur: M. Hohlmeier 

 
 Any possible request 

 
Article 203(5) of the Financial Regulation foresees a con-
sultation of the two branches of the Budgetary Authority 
when a building project is likely to have a significant fi-
nancial impact for the EU's budget. Article 203(7)(iii) 
defines "significant impact" as one arising from any new 
building contract with an annual charge of at least EUR 
750 000. EP Rules of Procedure state that the BUDG 
committee is responsible for "opinions concerning build-
ings-related projects with significant financial implica-
tions."  
 
Exchange of views on planned 10-year renewable lease contract for 
the new premises of the EEAS Delegation in Luanda (Angola)  
 
The European External Action Service (EEAS) has noti-
fied both arms of the Budgetary Authority of a planned 
new 10-year lease agreement for a building in Luanda as 
the new premises for the EU Delegation in Angola. Ac-
cording to the EEAS submission, the current facilities do 

not comply with health, safety and security regulations 
and lease on the current offices expires in July 2013.  
 
The EEAS explains that while the annual rental costs for 
the new arrangement would be higher than before, the 
total annual expenses (including utilities, maintenance, 
management and security) would generate considerable 
savings. In the highly speculative and difficult market in 
Luanda, 15 properties were initially identified in the mar-
ket prospection and 4 were considered. The annual rent 
costs for the chosen property amount to 1,272,180 EUR 
per annum, with additional 87,970 EUR in running costs 
and 100,000 EUR in security costs. The additional costs 
in 2013 can be covered by redeployment of credits, and 
the surface areas of the new premises comply with the 
EEAS buildings programme. 
 
The notification has been officially received by the 
BUDG Secretariat on June 27. The BUDG committee 
will be asked, upon recommendation of the Standing 
Rapporteur for Building Policy and Shadow Rapporteurs, 
whether it intends to draft a formal opinion on this noti-
fication. 
 
Exchange of views on a planned new lease agreement of the Euro-
pean Parliament for the GEOS Building in Luxembourg under 
more advantageous conditions 
 
The President of the European Parliament has notified 
the BUDG committee of the completion of the negotia-
tions and the conditions of future lease for the GEOS 
Building in Luxembourg. According to the information 
from the Bureau, the planned new lease agreement would 
generate more than 1,000,000 EUR in additional savings 
compared a re-negotiated agreement with the owner of 
the current building; therefore, the new lease would be 
financially justifiable and constitute prudent building 
management. 
 
The notification has been received by the BUDG Secre-
tariat on July 2. The BUDG committee will be asked, 
upon recommendation of the Standing Rapporteur for 
Building Policy and Shadow Rapporteurs, whether it in-
tends to draft a formal opinion on this notification. 
 
 
 

 
End of voting time 
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28.  Reporting on the work of the Joint 
       Working Group Bureau / BUDG 
 
Members of the delegation of BUDG to the Joint Work-
ing group may report on the last meeting of the JWG, 
which takes place on the 10 July. 
 
29.  Any other business 
 
30.  Next meeting 
 5 September - 09.00-12.30 and 15.00 - 18.30 - Brussels 
 



Annex to point 26 - Transfers Other sections 
 

The Court of Justice informed the EP of its intention to make three transfers of 2013 appropriations. Please see detailed descriptions 
in Annex to the newsletter and in the dossier): 
 
Under Article 25 (1) (b) and (2): 
Within Title II > from Chapter 27 and Chapter 23 to Chapter 21  

    EURO 

    HEADING DEBIT CREDIT 

From item 2741 General publications 150 000  

To item 2102 External services for software and systems  150 000 

From article 230 Stationery, office supplies 82 000  

To item 2100 Purchase/maintenance -Equipment and software  40 000 

To article 212 Furniture  30 000 

To article 214 Technical equipment  12 000 

  GRAND TOTAL 232 000 232 000 

 
Under Article 25 (1) (a) and (2): 
From Title I to Title II > from Chapter 14 to Chapter 21  

    EURO 

    HEADING DEBIT CREDIT 

From item 1404 In-service training/Staff exchanges 54 000  

To item 2102 External services for software and systems  54 000 

  GRAND TOTAL 54 000 54 000 
 
From Title II to Title I > from Chapter 14 to Chapter 21  

    EURO 

    HEADING DEBIT CREDIT 

From article 230 Stationery, office supplies 30 000  

To item 1652 Restaurant and canteens  30 000 

  GRAND TOTAL 30 000 30 000 

 
The European Economic and Social Committee informed the EP of its intention to make a transfer of 2013 appropriations (please 
see detailed descriptions in the dossier), as follows: 
 
Within Title I > within Chapter 10> from Article 100 > from Item 1004 to Article 105 
 

    EURO 

    HEADING DEBIT CREDIT 

From item 1004 
Travel and subsistence allowances, attendance at meetings and 
associated expenditure 20,000  

To article 105 Future training, language courses and other training  20,000 

  GRAND TOTAL 20,000 20,000 

Article 25 of the FR grants the institutions the right to do those transfers, unless the EP or Council, within three weeks, raises 
"duly justified reasons" to oppose it. 

 1


