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DRAFT PROGRAMME 
 
 

9.00 - 9.10  Opening of the hearing by Mr Alain Lamassoure, Chair of the BUDG 
Committee, and Mr Paul Rübig, Rapporteur 

 

9.10 - 9.25 Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs: achievements and ongoing 
developments 

 
Presenting the first years of implementation of the Erasmus for Young 
Entrepreneurs (EYE) scheme, from its start as a pilot project to its integration in 
the upcoming COSME programme: how it has developed, the challenges it has 
faced, the added value it has brought about - and the prospects for the future. 

 
Speaker: Mr Christian Weinberger, Senior Advisor, Entrepreneurship 

& SME Policy, European Commission (DG ENTR) 
 

9.25 - 9.45 The added value of Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs on the 
ground: views from the entrepreneurs 

 
A "New Entrepreneur" and a "Host Entrepreneur" outline their experience under 
the EYE scheme: how they got involved, how their respective working relationships 
have developed, the benefits they have enjoyed from it, and the conclusions they 
would share with other entrepreneurs and EU decision-makers. 

 
Speakers: Ms Mikaela Bandini, "Host Entrepreneur", Viaggi di 

Architettura (Matera, Italy) 
 Mr Rimvydas Butkus, "New Entrepreneur", Veloblic 

(Klaipeda, Lithuania) 
 

9.45 - 10.10 Making it work: views from the support network 

 
How intermediary organisations - universities, chambers of commerce...- and 
Eurochambres as the current support office deal with EYE on a daily basis, what 
are the most challenging and the most successful experiences they have assisted in, 
and which lessons should be drawn for the future management of EYE. 
 

Speakers:  Mr Arnaldo Abruzzini, Secretary General, Eurochambres 
 Ms Anne-Maria Mäkelä, Project Manager, Seinäjoki 

University of Applied Sciences (Seinäjoki, Finland) 
 
10.10 - 10.50 Discussion 
 
10. 50 - 11.00 Final remarks by the Rapporteur and the Chair 


