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Micro-generation: More action is needed for small scale energy generation 
 
The great potential of small scale electricity and heat generation and the measures that 
need to be taken were the key issues raised in a motion for a resolution adopted by 
Energy Committee on Tuesday, 9 July. 
 
The potential of micro-generation 
 
Small scale and decentralised energy generation represents an opportunity for households and 
SMEs in both urban and rural areas, says the text, adding that micro-generation can empower 
consumers to become active agents in the energy sector while gaining more control over their 
energy use and thus preventing energy poverty.   
 
Members of the Energy Committee noted that the large-scale uptake of micro-generation can 
contribute to the transition from the historical centralised energy system to a more 
decentralised and flexible system needed to achieve EU's energy and climate objectives. 
 
Action to be taken 
 
MEPs call on the Commission to draw up recommendations based on best practices for 
regulators and system operators on how to simplify and shorten the administrative procedures 
with a particular focus on the setting up of one-stop-shop procedures. They "demand without 
delay" the full implementation of the third energy package and call on member states to speed 
up the roll-out of smart meters where this is shown to be cost effective. All existing barriers in 
national laws must be removed in order to facilitate access to finance for individual and 
cooperative micro-generation projects and to create new targeted financial instruments such as 
micro-credits.  
 
Next steps 
 
The motion for a resolution drafted by Ms Judith Merkies (S&D, NL) was adopted by the 
Energy Committee with 49 votes in favour, none against and 1 abstention. It will be put to the 
plenary vote in September. 
 
Procedure: motion for a resolution 
In the chair: Amalia SARTORI (EPP, IT) 
 
LINKS 
 
Draft motion for a resolution and tabled amendments (point 9 on the agenda) 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/organes/itre/itre_20130708_1500.htm 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/organes/itre/itre_20130708_1500.htm


Profile of rapporteur Judith Merkies (S&D, NL) 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96910/JUDITH+A._MERKIES_home.html 
 
Website of the Industry, Research and Energy Committee 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=ITRE 
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