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PROGRAMME

9.00 - 9.10 Opening of the hearing by Mr Alain Lamassoure, Chair of the BUDG Committee, 
and Mr Paul Rübig, Rapporteur

9.10 - 9.25 Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs: achievements and ongoing developments

Presenting the first years of implementation of the Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs (EYE) 
scheme, from its start as a pilot project to its integration in the upcoming COSME programme: 
how it has developed, the challenges it has faced, the added value it has brought about - and the 
prospects for the future.

Speaker: Mr Christian Weinberger, Senior Advisor, Entrepreneurship & SME 
Policy, European Commission (DG ENTR)

9.25 - 9.45 The added value of Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs on the ground: views 
from the entrepreneurs

A "New Entrepreneur" and a "Host Entrepreneur" outline their experience under the EYE 
scheme: how they got involved, how their respective working relationships have developed, the 
benefits they have enjoyed from it, and the conclusions they would share with other 
entrepreneurs and EU decision-makers.

Speakers: Ms Mikaela Bandini, "Host Entrepreneur", Viaggi di Architettura (Matera, 
Italy)
Mr Rimvydas Butkus, "New Entrepreneur", Veloblic (Klaipeda, Lithuania)

9.45 - 10.10 Making it work: views from the support network

How intermediary organisations - universities, chambers of commerce...- and Eurochambres as 
the current support office deal with EYE on a daily basis, what are the most challenging and the 
most successful experiences they have assisted in, and which lessons should be drawn for the 
future management of EYE.

Speakers: Mr Arnaldo Abruzzini, Secretary General, Eurochambres
Ms Anne-Maria Mäkelä, Project Manager, Seinäjoki University of Applied 
Sciences (Seinäjoki, Finland)

10.10 - 10.50 Discussion

10. 50 - 11.00 Final remarks by the Rapporteur and the Chair
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2. List of guest experts

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014

Committee on Budgets

List of Guest Experts

Hearing on
"Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs"

Thursday, 11 July 2013
from 9.00 to 11.00
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Rapporteur: Paul Rübig
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European Commission (DG ENTR)

2. Ms Mikaela Bandini, "Host Entrepreneur", Viaggi di Architettura (Matera, Italy)

3. Mr Rimvydas Butkus, "New Entrepreneur", Veloblic (Klaipeda, Lithuania)

4. Mr Arnaldo Abruzzini, Secretary General, Eurochambres

5. Ms Anne-Maria Mäkelä, Project Manager, Seinäjoki University of Applied 
Sciences (Seinäjoki, Finland)
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3. Presentations

Making it work: views from the support network

How intermediary organisations - universities, chambers of 
commerce...- and Eurochambres as the current support office deal with 
EYE on a daily basis, what are the most challenging and the most 
successful experiences they have assisted in, and which lessons 
should be drawn for the future management of EYE

Mr Arnaldo Abruzzini, Secretary General, Eurochambres

PRESENTATION by
Arnaldo Abruzzini, Secretary General
Hearing on Erasmus for Entrepreneurs

European Parliament Budget Committee, 11 July 2013

EUROCHAMBRES

The Association of European Chambers of Commerce and Industry
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EUROCHAMBRE assessment of EUROCHAMBRE assessment of 
Erasmus for Young EntrepreneursErasmus for Young Entrepreneurs

• An incremental and steady development

• 94% of new entrepreneurs and 85% of 
host entrepreneurs happy

• But each exchange costs €8.000 -
€10.000

• Socio-economic impact?

CostCost--benefit analysisbenefit analysis
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• Growth of the programme = restricted by 
current procedures

Challenge for tomorrowChallenge for tomorrow

180 Intermediary Organisations

5
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Ms Anne-Maria Mäkelä, Project Manager, Seinäjoki University of Applied 
Sciences (Seinäjoki, Finland)
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4. Briefing Note from Policy Department D
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BACKGROUND1

"Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs" (EYE) is a programme launched in 2007 by the European 
Commission, as a pilot project. In November 2006, the European Parliament approved the 
programme through Decision No 1720/2006/EC of 15 November 2006 establishing an action 
programme in the field of lifelong learning.

The EYE programme has been developed within the framework of the Small Business Act (SBA)
for Europe which considers this pilot project as a key contribution "to create an environment within 
which entrepreneurs and family businesses can thrive, and entrepreneurship is rewarded"2. 

From 2009 till 2011, the programme was a preparatory action. Since 2012, the activities have been 
integrated under the Competitiveness and Innovation Framework Programme (CIP). It is 
envisaged to continue the Programme under the proposed Programme for the Competitiveness 
of enterprises and SME's (COSME) 2014-20203.

It aims at helping new entrepreneurs to acquire relevant skills for managing and growing a small or 
medium-size enterprise (SME) by working with an experienced entrepreneur in another EU 
country for 1 to 6 months. It contributes to improving their know-how and fosters cross-border 
transfers of knowledge and experience between entrepreneurs.

Budget4

2007 Pilot project Pilot project with EUR 3 000 000 budget

2008 Pilot project
23 grants agreements have been financed for 
a total amount of EUR 3 000 000

2009 Preparatory Action
33 grants agreements have been financed for 
a total amount of EUR 5 000 000

2010 Preparatory Action
26 grants agreements have been financed for 
a total amount of EUR 5 000 000

2011 Preparatory Action
26 grants have been awarded for a total 
amount of EUR 5 000 000

                                               
1 Erasmus For Young Entrepreneurs - Press Dossier - http://www.erasmus-
entrepreneurs.eu/press/EYE_Press_Dossier_EN_-_Jan_2013_50f6d1f5b69c5.pdf
2 Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs - Implementation Manual for Intermediary Organisations -
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/newsroom/cf/_getdocument.cfm?doc_id=6802 - A 'Small Business Act' for Europe, COM 
(2008) 394 of 19 June 2008, pp; 5-6
3 European Commission - COM(2011) 834 final
4 Draft General Budget of the European Commission for the financial year 2013, 2012, 2011, 2010, 2009.
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EYE CYCLES5

First Cycle

Grant agreements were signed with 23 European Partnerships in 

December 2008. European Partnerships activities under the First Cycle in 

principle came to an end in June 2010 but the agreements were extended 

to run for a further three months until the end of September 2010.

Second Cycle
Grant agreements with 31 European Partnerships under the Second 

Cycle started in January 2010 with activities scheduled to run through to 

July 2011. 

Third Cycle

A third Cycle began in January 2011 (call for proposals in 2011, active 

from 1st May 2012 until 31st January 2014) with a number of new 

Intermediary Organisations joining the EYE Action. There are 26 grant 

agreements.

Fourth Cycle
A fourth cycle began in 2012 (new call of proposals in February 2012). 

Grants have started on 1st February 2013 until 31st January 2015.

NEW ENTREPRENEURS (NE) AND HOST ENTREPRENEURS (HE)6

New Entrepreneurs (NE) are "would-be" entrepreneurs, who are definitely planning to start their 
own business - based on a viable business plan, as well as entrepreneurs who have recently 
started their own business (less than three years ago).
During the stay abroad new entrepreneurs perform several activities, such as shadowing a senior 
host entrepreneur; market research and developing new business opportunities; project 
development, innovation and R&D; taking a fresh look at existing business operations; 
understanding SME finance; branding, sales and marketing of the host entrepreneur's company; 
and work on concrete projects from one or more of the above mentioned areas.

Host Entrepreneurs (HE) are successful and experienced entrepreneurs, owner-managers of an 
SME for more than three years. 

Both new and host entrepreneurs can come from any sector. 

                                               
5 Interim Evaluation of the Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs Pilot Project / Preparatory Action - CESS - Centre for 
Strategy & Evaluation Services - http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/sme/promoting-entrepreneurship/erasmus-
entrepreneurs/files/eye_final_report_en.pdf
And Draft General Budget of the European Commission for the financial year 2013
6 European Commission - Memo/13/412
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Figure 1  - Breakdown by sectors

Source: European Commission - MEMO/13/412

Financial Support7

The financial support to new entrepreneurs contributes to travel and subsistence costs during 
the visit. The grant is paid by the local contact point (IO) chosen by the new entrepreneur 
(registered in the online application). The new entrepreneur and his/her local contact point sign an 
agreement which determines the funding granted during his/her stay, and how it will be paid in 
practice (e.g. partial payment at the beginning of the stay, monthly payment, etc). The financial 
support is calculated monthly and reflects the overall living costs of the country of stay.

The table of monthly financial assistance paid by country of stay is presented in Annex B.

SUPPORT NETWORK8

Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs is financed by the European Union and operated across EU 
Member States by more than 100 Intermediary Organisations (IOs) competent in business 
support. Their activities are coordinated at European level by Eurochambres (until April 2015), 
the Association of European Chambers of Commerce and Industry, which acts as Support Office.

                                               
7 Erasmus For Young Entrepreneurs website - http://www.erasmus-entrepreneurs.eu/page.php?pid=005
8 Erasmus For Young Entrepreneurs - Press Dossier - http://www.erasmus-
entrepreneurs.eu/press/EYE_Press_Dossier_EN_-_Jan_2013_50f6d1f5b69c5.pdf
Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs - http://www.erasmus-entrepreneurs.eu/page.php?pid=016
Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs - Implementation Manual for Intermediary Organisations (Quality Manual) - January 
2013 - Appendix 4 to the Call for proposals -
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/page/call_CIP?callIdentifier=63-G-ENT-CIP-13-E-
N01C011&specificProgram=EIP
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Intermediary Organisations (IOs)
A wide range of different types of organisations act as IOs. The largest single category is made 
up of chambers of commerce. Universities are also strongly represented9. They are already 
involved in promoting entrepreneurship at European, national or local level. IOs are organised into 
European partnerships (EPs) which are composed of one or more IOs from one or more EU 
Member States or participating countries. 
They are selected to establish contacts between New Entrepreneurs (NE) and Host 
Entrepreneurs (HE).
They are local contact points and their main task is to facilitate successful relationships between 
NE and HE. Each EP has its own quota of successful relationships. Each EP is free to implement 
its own recruitment strategy in accordance with the programme’s policies and rules. 

To this end they promote the programme, offer information, validate the applications, arrange 
contacts, issue commitments, and provide support for the stay. Every relationship between an NE
and HE needs two IOs (one as the contact IO for the NE and the other as the contact IO for the 
HE).

IOs are responsible for promoting the programme at national/regional/local level and furthermore 
for recruiting NEs and HEs, assessing their applications and searching for appropriate 
matches. They also offer assistance and guidance to entrepreneurs, manage Erasmus for Young 
Entrepreneurs agreements and the Commitment and evaluate relationships as successful or 
not following criteria established by the European Commission.

IOs are obliged to regularly report about their activities and any difficulties encountered. This is 
done via the six-monthly reports as well as the interim and final technical implementation reports. 
Each IO must prepare a short six-monthly report in English and send it by email to their Lead IO 
one week before the deadline for submission to the Support Office.
The Lead IO is responsible for consolidating the input received from its partners and emailing the 
EP report email to the Support Office.
The Support Office will collect all reports from EPs and submit them to the European Commission, 
accompanied by an executive summary.

EPs must submit a comprehensive final implementation report to the European Commission, within 
the timeframe established in the respective grant agreement. The report should describe the work 
undertaken, use of resources, obstacles encountered, and make recommendations on how to 
improve the mobility scheme for NEs in the future. 

A total of 174 IOs were recruited under the First and Second Cycles. There is a disproportionately 
high concentration of IOs in certain EU Member States, Italy (30) and Spain (40), and weak 
representations in others (such as Germany, Belgium, France) and no or very little activity in some 
countries (Estonia, Luxembourg, Ireland). A breakdown by EU Member State of the distribution of 
IOs is presented in Annex A.

The call for proposals for the Third Cycle introduced geographical criteria under which the 
Commission "will ensure, to the maximum possible extent, that at least one intermediary 
organisation (IO) is awarded a grant in each Member State, with the exception of France, 
Germany, Italy, Poland, Romania, Spain, and the United Kingdom ('the most populated countries') 
where the minimum number of IOs targeted will be 3"10.

                                               
9

Interim Evaluation of the Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs Pilot Project / Preparatory Action - CESS - Centre for 
Strategy & Evaluation Services (p.23) - http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/sme/promoting-entrepreneurship/erasmus-
entrepreneurs/files/eye_final_report_en.pdf
10

Interim Evaluation of the Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs Pilot Project / Preparatory Action - CESS - Centre for 
Strategy & Evaluation Services (p.23) - http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/sme/promoting-entrepreneurship/erasmus-
entrepreneurs/files/eye_final_report_en.pdf
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The list of IOs by countries is available at http://www.erasmus-entrepreneurs.eu/ (Home>Your local 
contact point).

Support Office
The role of the Support Office is to ensure coordination and coherence of activities handled 
by the IOs. It helps them to develop high quality exchanges of entrepreneurs. Its main tasks are to 
promote the programme at EU and European level, to provide guidance and support to IOs, 
especially in daily operations, monitor activities of the Intermediary Organisations, manage the 
central website, develop training material and foster networking/cooperation among the IOs.

The promotional strategy developed by the Support Office ensures a common visual identity for the 
programme via a variety of promotional material which can be used and adapted according to 
each country's specificities.

The Support Office does not intervene in the promotional strategy implemented by the 
European Partnerships - as they are free to organise communication and press activities at the 
most appropriate time in their countries and in the manner they deem most fit - but provides each 
IO with media kits during the year in order to prepare press campaigns.

The Support Office acts as Community Manager in charge of animating, moderating and bringing 
relevant content to the below communities. 

The role of the Support Office is to:
 Provide guidance and assistance to all IOs;
 Coordinate the activities of EPs and cooperate closely with them;
 Ensure cooperation between new and experienced IOs;
 Contribute to the overall coherence and consistency of the work done by IOs;
 Safeguard the quality of the programme;
 Ensure quality of work and performance of IOs (for instance through continuous 

monitoring); 
 Raise awareness of the programme across the EU and in other participating countries.

In addition to the above mentioned roles, the Support Office is also responsible for organising 
several Network Meetings per programme cycle. Such meetings usually last 1.5 days and their aim 
is to gather all IOs to convey up-to-date information on the programme, to provide an opportunity 
for networking and to encourage communication, sharing of experience and best practices. 

European Commission
The Commission shall bear the overall political and financial responsibility for the 
programme. It shall manage the grant agreements with the EPs and makes sure that the 
necessary funds are available. Its other roles are to raise awareness of the programme, to provide 
guidance and to ensure quality and performance of the programme.
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STATISTICS11

According to the European Commission (Memo/13/412 - 08 May 2013), a total of 6 048 
applications (registrations) were received since 2009. 

The table below shows the registration by country of origin.

Table 1 - Registration by country of origin (Execution date: 11/04/2013)

COUNTRIES HE NE TOTAL

Austria 58 64 122

Belgium 150 60 210

Bulgaria 12 72 84

Croatia 0 2 2

Cyprus 35 24 59

Czech Republic 11 18 29

Denmark 44 7 51

Estonia 4 18 22

Finland 33 74 107

France 120 164 284

French Guiana 0 1 1

Germany 168 121 289

Greece 53 190 243

Hungary 27 94 121

Ireland 18 20 38

Italy 445 958 1 403

Latvia 14 73 87

Lithuania 11 63 74

Luxembourg 9 6 15

Malta 33 24 57

Myanmar 0 1 1

Netherlands 83 44 127

Poland 22 162 184

Portugal 67 115 182

Romania 34 188 222

Serbia 0 1 1

Slovakia 26 46 72

Slovenia 15 61 76

Spain 494 930 1 424

Sweden 25 61 86

Turkey 0 1 1

United Kingdom 229 144 373

United States 0 1 1

Total 2 240 3 808 6 048

Source: European Commission - Memo/13/412 - 08 May 2013

                                               
11 Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs - Implementation Manual for Intermediary Organisations (Quality Manual) - January 
2013 - Appendix 4 to the Call for proposals -
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/page/call_CIP?callIdentifier=63-G-ENT-CIP-13-E-
N01C011&specificProgram=EIP  and Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs Statistics - September 2012
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The majority of New Entrepreneurs come from United Kingdom, Spain, Germany, The 
Netherlands and France.

Host Entrepreneurs are mostly based in Spain, Italy, United Kingdom, Germany and France.

Source: Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs - European Commission - Execution Date 17/06/2013 -
Registration period 01/06/2011 to 31/05/2013

Geographical imbalances in the distribution of NEs and HEs could be explained by a number of 
factors that are common to EU programmes including lack of promotion in certain countries, lack of 
suitable intermediaries, the existence of alternative schemes, etc12.

                                               
12

Interim Evaluation of the Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs Pilot Project / Preparatory Action - CESS - Centre for 
Strategy & Evaluation Services (p.18)  - http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/sme/promoting-entrepreneurship/erasmus-
entrepreneurs/files/eye_final_report_en.pdf
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Until September 2012, out of a total of 5 306 applications were received, 2 445 applications from 
New Entrepreneurs and 1 640 from Host Entrepreneurs were accepted13. The figure below shows 
a weekly evolution of registrations since 2009 until September 2012.

Figure 2 - Weekly evolution of registrations 

Source: Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs - Statistics - September 2012

An application should be accepted if the candidate fulfils the eligibility criteria and the application 
meets the minimum quality standards. In principle, applications should be refused only if 
candidates do not fulfil the eligibility criteria and/or the minimum quality standards.
Not all EYE registrations are converted into relationships, and not all relationships develop 
into a stay. 
The programme defines relationships as a temporary connection between an NE and an HE -
each belonging to a different participating country. Such a relationship is meant to be a period of 
contact and collaboration founded upon mutual interests and benefits.

The entire process of building a relationship can start after a suitable profile has been identified 
during the search phase. It is comprised of the following 2 important steps: proposing a relationship 
and drafting the commitment. The process of proposing a relationship, drafting the commitment 
and approving the relationship may take up to 2 months. 

After completion of the period abroad, the NE and HE are expected to submit a final activity report 
about the exchange. 

                                               
13 Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs Statistics - September 2012
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In September 2012, 329 relationships were carried out at different stages of completion. The 
number of completed relationships since the beginning of the EYE programme until September 
2012 is 954. A total of 195 New Entrepreneurs were currently in another country with a Host 
Entrepreneur14.

The figure below shows a weekly evolution of relationships since 2009 until September 2012.

Figure 3 - Weekly evolution of relationships

Source: Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs - Statistics - September 2012

                                               
14

Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs Statistics - September 2012
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SOCIAL MEDIA

In 2010, the European Commission launched a web-based communication campaign for the 
programme by targeting European professional networks. Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs is 
now present on LinkedIn, Facebook and Twitter.

Linkedin
An Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs profile has been created on LinkedIn and is available in six 
languages: Spanish, Italian, French, German, English and Portuguese. Three sub-groups have 
been set up: one for IOs, one for HEs and another for NEs.
Creation of groups stimulates interaction between members and should consequently increase the 
amount of registrations to the Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs programme.
New potential hosts and new entrepreneurs will be reached via Linkedin and experiences of the 
current entrepreneurs can be shared, as well as the wide range of benefits that the programme 
offers. 

Facebook
A group has been created on Facebook dedicated to people interested in the Erasmus for Young 
Entrepreneurs programme, either because they have been part of it or because they would like to 
know more about it.

Twitter
An Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs account has been created on Twitter. News are directly 
posted.

AWARDS
A contest has been launched in 2012 for the "Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs Awards". 
Entrepreneurs and IOs were rewarded for their active and successful contributions to the 
programme. Five different award categories were used to evaluate the Best Success Story Video, 
the Most Successful Post Relationship Cooperation, the Best Business Concept from New 
Entrepreneurs, the Best Performing Host Entrepreneur as well as the Best Performing Intermediary 
Organisation.

EVALUATION15

A study "Interim Evaluation of the Pilot Project and the Preparatory Action Erasmus for Young 
Entrepreneurs" has been prepared in 2011 by the Centre for Strategy & Evaluation Services.

The report presented 13 recommendations for the future development of the Erasmus for Young 
Entrepreneurs.

According to this report, "since it was launched, the EYE action has made good progress 
although there have been problems and its full potential has not been achieved. [...] 
Teething problems rather than fundamental design faults largely explain shortcomings in 
EYE performance." It mentions the fact that some of the selected Intermediary Organisations 
have not performed well and were probably not suited to the Action, problems with the IT tool and 
matching of NEs/HEs, restrictive rules, branding and other complicating factors. It notes that the 
coincidence with the global financial crisis and economic downturn has had a negative influence.

                                               
15

Interim Evaluation of the Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs Pilot Project / Preparatory Action - CESS - Centre for 
Strategy & Evaluation Services  - http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/sme/promoting-entrepreneurship/erasmus-
entrepreneurs/files/eye_final_report_en.pdf
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The first recommendation of the report was: "with a considerable investment of resources 
having already taken place, the EYE Action should continue to be supported, preferably at 
least into a Fourth Cycle, to allow time for teething problems to be tackled, to allow the 
Action to achieve momentum and for positive outcomes to be demonstrated."

The third recommendation said that "a continued effort is needed to improve EU27 coverage of 
IO network. In addition, capacity-building is needed to help strengthen the existing IO 
network and to ensure more even performance across different IOs and EU Member States."

Other recommendations included renaming the Action into Erasmus for Entrepreneurs, enlarging 
the target group to include employees in start-ups and micro-businesses, promoting long-distance 
collaboration as an alternative to continuous stays, improving post-stay support, creating an alumni 
association, better developing local networks.
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ANNEX A - GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF IOS (FIRST AND 
SECOND CYCLES) 16

COUNTRY N° COUNTRY N°

Austria 2 Latvia 2

Belgium 7 Lithuania 3

Bulgaria 4 Luxembourg 1

Cyprus 0 Malta 1

Czech Republic 2 Netherlands 1

Denmark 1 Poland 2

Estonia 0 Portugal 11

Finland 4 Romania 4

France 15 Slovakia 3

Germany 12 Slovenia 7

Greece 3 Spain 40

Hungary 2 Sweden 3

Ireland 1 United Kingdom 15

Italy 30 Total 174

Source: Interim Evaluation of the Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs Pilot Project / Preparatory Action -
CESS - Centre for Strategy & Evaluation Services

                                               
16

Interim Evaluation of the Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs Pilot Project / Preparatory Action - CESS - Centre for 
Strategy & Evaluation Services - http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/sme/promoting-entrepreneurship/erasmus-
entrepreneurs/files/eye_final_report_en.pdf
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ANNEX B - MONTHLY FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PAID BY IOs TO NEs

COUNTRY OF STAY MAXIMUM AMOUNT PER MONTH WHILE STAYING IN THIS 
COUNTRY / €

(MONTHLY REIMBURSEMENT INCLUDING TRAVEL)

Albania 530

Austria 900

Belgium 830

Bulgaria 560

Czech Republic 610

Croatia 720

Cyprus 780

Denmark 1 100

Germany 830

Estonia 670

France 900

Finland 950

F.Y.R.O.M 560

Greece 780

Iceland 900

Ireland 1 000

Israel 950

Italy 900

Latvia 610

Lithuania 560

Liechtenstein 1 100

Luxembourg 830

Hungary 670

Malta 720

Montenegro 560

Netherlands 830

Norway 1 100

Poland 610

Portugal 780

Romania 560

Serbia 560

Slovenia 720

Slovakia 610

Spain 830

Sweden 950

Turkey 750

United Kingdom 1 000

Source: Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs - Financial Support - http://www.erasmus-
entrepreneurs.eu/page.php?pid=005


