
News

This edition is published after the 25th 
Session of the Assembly which took 
place from 17 to 19 June 2013 in Brussels 
and presents the topics discussed and 
the resolutions adopted. 

The 25th Session opened with a formal 
sitting with speeches by the Co-
Presidents and the Speaker of the Dail, 
the Irish National Assembly, whose 
country held the EU Council Presidency. 
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The JPA held its customary Question 
Time with the European Commission 
(Commissioner Piebalgs) and the 
Presidents-in office of the EU and 
ACP Council. In addition, Agriculture 
Commissioner Cioloş and the Irish 
development Minister both led debates 
on food security and agricultural policies. 

The main geo-political focus this time 
was on Mali, the Republic of Guinea and 
the Central African Republic. Other issues 
debated included the Committee reports 
on Economic Partnership Agreements 
(EPAs), military coups, human resources 
for health, as well as natural resources 
and violence against women. There was 
also a discussion with Togolese Minister 
Lawson on young people and new 
technologies in ACP States. 

The Session closed with an address by 
Martin Schulz, President of the European 
Parliament.

“

”

JOINT  PARLIAMENTARY  ASSEMBLY

“Welcome to the second edition of the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary 
Assembly newsletter. You will see that the 25th Session held in 

Brussels in June was a lively and successful event, with high-level 
inter-institutional participation and a wide range of subjects and issues 

debated”

Louis Michel (EU Co-President)  

“Defending democracy and fighting military coups require deep 
institutional changes”

Joyce Laboso (ACP Co-President)  

REPORT FROM THE 
25th session of  the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly

17-19 June 2013 in Brussels
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Geopolitical debates

Mali
The Foreign Affairs Minister of Mali, 
Tieman Coulibaly, presented a summary 
of events since the coup of March 2012 
and gave an update of the current 
situation. 
He was confident that the UNSCR and 
European Parliament conditions for the 
presidential elections announced for 28 
July 2013 would be met despite the huge 
challenges which include disarming of 
rebels, the return of displaced people 
and the control of the entire territory by 
the administration, and elections to be 
organised countrywide as well as in the 
refugee camps. 
In the ensuing debate members 
expressed their support for the 
initiatives being undertaken to rebuild 
Mali, in particular to promote stability in 
the whole region.
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/intcoop/ 
acp/2013_brussels/pdf/101376en.pdf

Republic of Guinea
In the urgent resolution the Assembly 
welcomed the progress achieved in the 
dialogue and the agreement reached 
between the political parties on 9 June 
2013 and called for it to be respected 
and implemented. 
Members called on Guinea’s politicians 
to focus on dialogue and consultation 
in order to resolve their differences and 
to proceed with elections to strengthen 
democratisation in Guinea.

Central African Republic
The Assembly passed an urgent 
resolution regretting the 24 March coup 
d’état and calling on all parties to refrain 
from violence. 
It hoped that legal and constitutional 
order would be restored over an 
18-month transition period, that the rule 
of law would be respected and civilians 
protected. 
Members also called for the perpetrators 
of human rights violations, war crimes, 
crimes against humanity, sexual violence 
and the recruitment of child soldiers be 
prosecuted and punished in accordance 
with law. 
The JPA also expressed concern 
about the humanitarian situation 
in the country and called for the 
Central African Multinational Force’s 
(FOMAC) mandate to be exercised 
under the auspices of the UN. 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/intcoop/ 
acp/2013_brussels/pdf/101376en.pdf 

Committee reports 

Military coups: a threat to democracy
Building a democratic society requires 
strong political will and solid democratic 
institutions capable of curbing 
corruption, bad management of natural 
resources and the instrumentalisation of 
ethnic or religious tensions which help 
to spread conflicts. The Assembly called 

on ACP States to reform their security 
sectors and warned against integrating 
rebels into regular armies regardless 
of objective recruitment criteria, as 
this could lead to new mutinies and 
rebellions.
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/intcoop/
acp/2013_brussels/pdf/ap101335en.pdf 

Economic Partnership Agreements 
(EPAs)
The Assembly called on the EU and 
ACP States to keep the political will and 
flexibility to conclude rapidly mutually 
beneficial EPAs, some of which have 
been under negotiation for the past 10 
years. 
EPAs should aim to strengthen regional 
integration processes amongst ACP 
States, it said, and should be flexible in 
combining free market access to the 
EU with a secure uniform trade and 
development framework tailored to 
ACP needs. 
The resolution was adopted but not 
without some major differences of 
opinion.
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/intcoop/
acp/2013_brussels/pdf/101293en.pdf 
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Human resources for health in ACP 
countries
The Assembly noted that 38 ACP countries 
suffer from severe labour shortages in the 
health field, especially in remote and rural 
areas. 
Members called on ACP countries 
to achieve the 2001 Abuja goal of 
earmarking 15% of their national budgets 
for health care and investing in teaching 
and training to be supported by EU 
funding. 
The JPA called for task-shifting of some 
of the medical and health services’ 
responsibilities to less-qualified staff, 
integrating community health workers 
and traditional health practitioners into 
formal health systems and greater use 
of Information and Communication 
Technologies and called for measures to 
stop the “brain drain”. 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/intcoop/
acp/2013_brussels/pdf/101294en.pdf

Other debates
Food and nutrition security have 
received more attention in the last few 
years as a means to achieve objective 
1 of the MDGs, to halve the number of 
people who suffer from hunger. 

World population growth, speculation 
on agricultural commodities, biofuel 
production, land ownership policies, 
empowerment of women farmers and 
small farm owners, and the challenge 
of climate change are just a few aspects 
of this problem. 

In the debate with Commissioner Cioloş, 
discussions focussed on an increased 
prioritisation of local agriculture 
production allowing value addition in 
the country of origin of raw materials. 
The EU offers enhanced cooperation on 
agriculture and rural development to ACP 
countries and the Commissioner   assured 
Members that the gradual elimination 
of EU sugar quotas would not hamper 
market access conditions offered to ACP 
countries. 

There were also debates on natural 
resources and how the use of new 
technologies and proper training and 
education for young people can help 
develop African countries. 

The Assembly also adopted a code of 
conduct for election observation and 
the Co-Presidents issued declarations on 
Eritrea and Madagascar.

Election of the ACP Co-President
The ACP members elected Joyce 
Laboso, from Kenya, as new ACP  
Co-President who was warmly 
welcomed by the Assembly in 
Brussels. 

———————————————
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Multimedia “

”

19/06/2013 am:  http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/other-  
   events/video?event=20130619-0900-SPECIAL-UNKN 
 
19/06/2013 pm:  http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/other-  
   events/video?event=20130619-1500-SPECIAL-UNKN 
 
18/06/2013 am: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/other-  
   events/video?event=20130618-0900-SPECIAL-UNKN 
 
18/06/2013 pm:  http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/other-  
   events/video?event=20130618-1500-SPECIAL-UNKN  

17/06/2013 am:  http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/other 
   events/video?event=20130617-1100-SPECIAL-UNKN2 
 
17/06/2013 pm:  http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/other-  
   events/video?event=20130617-1500-SPECIAL-UNKN2 
 
Press conference http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/other-
of the co-presidents :  events/video?event=20130619-1030-SPECIAL-UNKN) 
   

Further information

ACP-EU website : 
www.europarl.europa.eu/intcoop/acp

ACP-EU PARTNERSHIP

The EU has a special partnership with the ACP countries due to 
historic ties between them and many EU member states.  
This partnership is laid down in the Cotonou agreement.   
It is vital that this partnership should have a parliamentary 
dimension, allowing for the scrutiny of the governmental and 
executive dimension.  

Therefore parliamentary representatives of the 78 ACP countries 
and 78 Members of the European Parliament meet twice a year 
in Joint Parliamentary Assembly, once in the EU country holding 
the EU Council presidency and once in a country determined by 
the ACP. Apart from the full plenary sessions there are regular 
committee and Bureau (presidium) meetings.

 SUBSCRIPTION: if you wish to subscribe to this newsletter, please send an email to acp@europarl.europa.eu
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