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A Delegation of the European Parliament’s Subcommittee on Human Rights conducted a visit to 
Pakistan on 26-28 August to assess the human rights situation in Pakistan, in particular that of 
women and children, and exchange views with a range of stakeholders. In Islamabad the EP 
Delegation met with representatives of the Government, Parliament, political parties, NGOs and
UN agencies. Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) visited an EU-funded project that aims
to enhance child protection against sexual abuse and exploitation. The EP Delegation will also 
travel to Lahore to meet with civil society organisations and discuss measures taken by the Punjab 
Government to improve labour rights and working conditions. 

The parliamentary delegation was chaired by Ana GOMES (Socialists & Democrats /Portugal) and 
includes Andrzej GRZYB (European People's Party/Poland). 

The EP delegation welcomed the 11 May 2013 general elections marking a peaceful transfer of 
power between democratically elected civilian governments. The large turnout is a vote of 
confidence in democracy providing the new Government with a strong mandate from the people. 
MEPs hope that the Government will consider the recommendations made by the EU Election 
Observation Mission to further strengthen the democratic process, not least as regards women's 
participation.

With the ratification of the UN's International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the 
decision to establish a National Human Rights Commission, Pakistan has recently made progress
towards improving governance and the rule of law. However, both Pakistan and the EU recognise 
that much remains to be done. We urge the new Government to maintain its commitment to 
human rights and to address the serious concerns that still exist. Above all, laws and policies must 
be effectively implemented and weaknesses in the criminal justice system must be addressed. 

The EP Delegation had extensive discussions on the death penalty. The EU is opposed to capital 
punishment in all cases without exception and calls for its universal abolition. MEPS urged the 
Government to extend the moratorium on the death penalty which expired end of June. This 
w o u l d  b e  a  k e y  s t e p  i n  t h e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n . 



The devolution of powers brought about through the 18th Constitutional Amendment requires a 
strong institutional set up, including monitoring and accountability mechanisms, that articulates
the relationship between the Provincial and Federal levels and allocates adequate resources to 
protect human rights and fulfil Pakistan's international Human Rights commitments. Safeguarding 
free expression and ensuring the safety and protection of human rights defenders are essential in 
this endeavour.

Furthermore, Pakistan lags behind on key Millennium Development Goals, in particular access to 
education and health for all, which impacts on people's enjoyment of their rights. "A functioning 
public education system is essential to empowering vulnerable populations and should be 
prioritised" said Ms Gomes, the Chair of the EP Delegation.

Members of the European Parliament have expressed their alarm about the acute situation of 
women and girls. MEPs call on the Government to take decisive action to combat and eliminate all 
forms of discrimination, intimidation and violence against women and to enable them to take an 
active part in the country's public life. Violent extremism, including against girls seeking access to 
education - as illustrated by the case of Malala Yousafzai - is a great threat to the future of the 
country and calls for a comprehensive strategy to combat impunity.

The EP Delegation also supports the many voices calling for tolerance and reason against the rise 
of Islamic radicalism and sectarianism. "Attacks on religious minorities should be condemned and 
the perpetrators of violence must be brought to justice" Ms Gomes said. Failure to address these 
severe shortcomings could undermine the whole democratic process.

Members of the European Parliament expressed appreciation for the frank and open discussions 
during their visit and look forward to renewed EU collaboration with the national authorities to 
support Pakistan's democratic institutions, increase trade relations through preferential measures 
and enhance security cooperation including on counter-terrorism and organised crime. 

The European Parliament is one of the EU's most important institutions. It is elected every five 
years by the people of Europe. Parliament's main responsibilities are to pass European legislation 
and approve the EU’s annual budget. The Sub-committee on Human Rights promotes in third 
countries the values on which the European Union is founded, namely the principles of liberty, 
democracy, respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, and the rule of law.

CVs of all participating MEPs can be found at 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/delegations/en/dase/home.html
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