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Organised by the Policy Department A-Economy & Science 

for the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and  

Food Safety (ENVI)  

 

Workshop on Effectiveness of  

Medicines and Therapies  
 

Wednesday, 18 September 2013 from 13.00 to 14.45  

European Parliament, Room A1G2, Brussels 
 

AGENDA 
 

13.00 - 13.05 

Welcome and opening by Co-chairs of the Health Working Group, Alojz PETERLE 

and Glenis WILLMOTT, MEPs 

 

13.05 - 13.10 

Presentation of EC document "Investing in Health" (2013)  

Mr Tapani PIHA, Head of Unit, e-Health and Health Technology Assessment, DG SANCO, 

European Commission. 

 

Part 1 

Efficacy and safety of new drugs and new therapies 
 
13.10 - 13.20 

Efficacy and/or effectiveness (confirmed) 

Dr Francesco PIGNATTI, Head of Oncology, Haematology and Diagnostics at European 

Medicines Agency (EMA)  

 

13.20 - 13.30 

The need for comparative efficacy (confirmed) 

Dr Jonathan CYLUS. Technical officer from European Observatory on Health Systems and 

Policies, London (UK) 

 

13.30 – 13.40 

The position and role of complementary and alternative medicines  

Prof Dr Erik Baars. MD, MSc Epidemiology, University of Applied Sciences, Leiden, (NL) 

 

13.40 - 13.55 

Q&A 
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Part 2 

Access to effective medicines and therapies through 

relative effectiveness policies 
 

13.55 - 14.05 

Relative effectiveness assessment systems: Assessing the effectiveness of 

medicines in comparison with other treatment options (confirmed) 

Dr. Marcus MÜLLNER. Head of the Austrian Medicines and Medical Devices Agency (AGES 

PharmMed), Vienna (AT)  

 

14.05 - 14.15 

Useful, superfluous, unnecessary and dangerous drugs (confirmed) 

Ms Lidija Gajski (MD), Croatian Association for Patients' Rights, Zagreb, (HR). 

 

14.15 - 14.40 

Open Discussion 

 

14.40 - 14.45 

Conclusions 

 

14.45 Closing 
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SHORT BIOGRAPHIES OF EXPERTS 

Mr Tapani Piha 

Tapani Piha works as Head of Unit in the European Commission since 2004. First he 

managed the Health Law and International Unit, then the Human Resources Unit from 

2009, and moved to the eHealth & Health Technology Assessment Unit in September 2012.  

The Unit works on expert advice for EU health systems, on health research and nano 

policies, Health Technology Assessment, eHealth and data protection issues. 

A physician and specialist in community medicine and public health by training, he started 

his career in epidemiological and intervention research on health behaviours and 

cardiovascular disease. He held positions at the Finnish Ministry of Health working on health 

promotion and tobacco control. He coordinated Finland's EU policies in health in 1995-2001, 

based in first Helsinki and later  in Brussels.  

He joined the WHO Regional Office for Europe, in Copenhagen, for 5 years in 1989-1994 

and was responsible for the Action Plan for a Tobacco-free Europe.  

He is particularly interested in European integration as a unique process; the impact and 

effectiveness of health and other interventions; health and economy. His interest in 

information and communication technologies started in the 1970s. 

Dr Jonathan Cylus 

Jonathan Cylus is a research fellow at the European Observatory on Health Systems and 

Policies, based at the London School of Economics & Political Science. His work has been 

published in many scientific journals, including the Lancet, Health Affairs, BMJ, Health 

Services Research, Health Policy, and the European Journal of Public Health. Jonathan’s 

primary research interests include comparative health policy, health system performance, 

and the effects of financial crises on health and health systems.  Prior to joining the 

Observatory, Jonathan was an economist at the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 

(CMS) in the United States where he was responsible for economic modelling of the US 

health care system. He has also acted previously as a consultant to a number of non-

governmental organisations and international agencies. Jonathan holds degrees from the 

Johns Hopkins University and the London School of Economics & Political Science.  

Prof Dr Erik Baars 

Dr Erik Baars is currently Professor of Anthroposophic Healthcare at the University of 

Applied Sciences, Leiden, The Netherlands.  

Since 2012 he has been scientific co-director of the European Scientific Cooperative on 

Anthroposophic Medicinal Products (ESCAMP). His particular research interest includes 

epidemiological and clinical studies, case-studies, health promotion, holism-reductionism, 

anthroposophic medicine, integrative medicine, concept development and methodology 

development for research and clinical practice.  

For more than fifteen years he worked as an anthroposophic physician at the Zeylmans van 

Emmichoven Clinic and the Bernard Lievegoed Clinic in Bilthoven, The Netherlands. He is 

Master of Science in epidemiology and he has a PhD in curative health promotion.  

Professor Dr Baars has published around 180 publications and is an editorial board member 

of the journals Healthcare and Medicines. Together with Professor Dr Peter Kooreman he 

received the ‘Excellence in Integrative Medicine Research Award’ (category ‘clinical 

research’) provided by the European Society of Integrative Medicine for the article ‘Patients 

whose GP knows complementary medicine tend to have lower costs and live longer’ in the 

European Journal of Health Economics (Kooreman & Baars, 2012).  
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Dr Marcus Müllner 

Dr Marcus Müllner is Head of the Austrian Medicines and Medical Devices Agency since 

2005. His appointment followed a year spent as a National Expert on secondment at the 

European Medicines Agency.  

Dr Müllner followed a training course as a specialist in internal medicine (sub-speciality in 

intensive care) at the Austrian Medical Association in 2003, after which he worked as a 

senior physician at the Department of Emergency Medicine at the General Hospital in 

Vienna. Between 2003 and 2004 Dr Müllner was a member of the Ethics Committee of the 

Hospital Association for Biometrics as well as a member of the Ethics Committee of the 

Medical University of Vienna in charge of emergency medicine. 

He completed postgraduate training as a Master of Science in Epidemiology at the 

University College of London / London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine and headed 

for a year the postgraduate course "Clinical Investigator" at the Medical University of 

Vienna  

In addition Dr Müllner was associate editor at the British Medical Journal and Statistical 

Editor for the Cochrane Collaboration. He is currently Associate Professor of Internal 

Medicine at the University of Vienna. 

Dr Lidija Gajski  

Dr Lidija Gajski currently works at the Health Care Centre in Zagreb. She has been working 

as a clinician for 27 years after she finished Zagreb University School of Medicine and 

specialised in internal medicine. 

Her area of interest and activity is bioethics. Dr Gajski is a Board member and a Secretary 

of the Croatian Bioethics Society. She is also a member and an advisor of the Croatian 

Association for Patients' Rights.  

Dr Gajski is the author of the book Lijekovi ili prica o obmani (Medicaments or a Matter of 

Deception) published in 2009 in Croatian. The book is a comprehensive critique of the 

modern medicine, notably its commercialization and the corrupt alliance of pharmaceutical 

industry, medical profession and politics. The book gained attention and positive feedback 

from the public. Since the publication of the book, Dr Gajski has made hundreds of 

appearances in the media, delivered numerous lectures, participated in public discussions 

and scientific and professional meetings within and outside Croatia. Dr Gajski is also a 

coauthor of the book Corruption in Croatian Healthcare (2010). 
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PRESENTATIONS 

Dr Jonathan Cylus 
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Presentation by Prof. Dr. Erik W. Baars 
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Presentation by Dr. Marcus Müllner 
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Presentation by Dr Lidija Gajski 
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