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Completing EU's internal energy market 

 
Implementing the third energy package, decoupling gas pricing from oil indexation, 

giving more power to consumers to change suppliers and investing more in infrastructure 

are some of the main proposals included in the non-binding resolution on making the 

internal energy market work, adopted today by the Parliament.  

 
""If we want to escape from the crisis we need to be competitive and the competitiveness of the 

industry largely depends on energy prices. Therefore an internal single market will mean that 
the producers and suppliers of energy compete so that prices will fall", said the rapporteur and 
former EP President Jerzy Buzek (EPP, PL). 

 
Not enough progress made so far 

 
MEPs stress that the EU internal energy market is not completed yet whilst national energy 
markets fall short of satisfying consumers. EU citizens in some member states still continue to 

face high prices, a limited choice of suppliers, producers and tariffs and an overall low quality 
of services. MEPs call on member states to implement all EU legislation and particularly the 

third energy package "as a matter of urgency" and ask the Commission to undertake action 
against those countries where implementation has been unduly delayed. 
 

Putting an end to regulated prices below the cost 

 

The trend of rising energy prices is likely to continue given the current situation, says the text, 
and it supports the idea of decoupling the gas energy pricing mechanism from the oil-
indexation to more flexible alternatives. MEPs call on member states to stop using price caps or 

regulated energy retail prices set at national level below the cost incurred and thus avoid 
distorting competition.  
 

More power to the consumers  

 

Consumers should be duly protected, accurately informed and also encouraged to play a more 
active role in stimulating market competition. Increased participation of consumers could be 
facilitated by local cooperatives for renewable energy, collective switching initiatives and 

aggregators or other enablers, such as decentralised storage and smart appliances. 
 

Investing in infrastructure 

 
MEPs highlight the importance of modernising the energy infrastructure and allowing 

investments to be made through stable, innovation-friendly and predictable regulatory 
frameworks. They regret however that the Connecting Europe Facility share of the energy 

budget is less than the amount proposed by the Commission.  
 



 
Adopted text will be available here (click on 10.09.2013) 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts -adopted.html  
 
Video recording of debate (click on 09.09.2013) 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/plenary/search-by-date 
 

Profile of rapporteur Jerzy Buzek (EPP, PL) 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28269/Jerzy%20BUZEK_home.html 

Procedure file 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/2005(INI)&l=en 

 
Workshop on "Renewable Energy in the Internal Energy Market" 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/studiesdownload.html?languageDocument=EN&file=78791 
  
Workshop on "Building a European Energy Infrastructure–Selecting Projects of Common 

Interest" 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/studiesdownload.html?languageDocument=EN&file=73371 
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Disclaimer 
 
This is an informal message intended to help journalists covering the work of the European Parliament.  
It is neither an official press release nor a comprehensive record of proceedings. 
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