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AGENDA 

12.30-12.32  Welcome by the Rapporteur 

Vittorio Prodi, MEP 

 

12.32-12.35  Introduction by the Moderator  

Jürgen Schneider, Umweltbundesamt AT  

 

Part 1 The European Strategy on Plastic Waste in the 

Environment 

 

12.35-12.50 The State of Play in Plastic Waste Management in the EU 

Hubert Reisinger, Thomas Weissenbach, Umweltbundesamt AT  

 

12.50-13.00 The European Strategy on Plastic Waste in the Environment 

Main Issues and First Outcomes of the Green Paper Consultation  

William Neale, Member of Cabinet of European Commissioner for the 

Environment  

 

13.00-13.10 The Position of the EU Regions on Plastic Waste Management 

Linda Gillham (UK/EA) Committee of the Region's Rapporteur on the 

Commission Green Paper on Plastic Waste  

 

13.10-13.25 Questions & Answers, open debate
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Part 2  Plastic Waste or Waste of Plastic: Reassessment of 

Options for Prevention, Reduction and Recycling   

 

13.25-13.30  Introduction of Panel 

Jürgen Schneider, Umweltbundesamt AT  

 

13.30-14.05  Opening Statements from Panel  

 

 Leuven Materials Research Centre  

Karel van Acker, KU Leuven  

 

European Plastic Converters  

Padraig Nolan, Sector Groups Manager  

 

  European Bioplastics  

Stefano Facco, Vice President  

 

  Zero Waste Europe 

Jean Marc Simon, Executive Director 

   

Plastic Recyclers Europe (EuPR) 

Ton Emans, President 

   

 Duales System Deutschland 

Michael Heyde, Technical Director 

 

 Municipal Waste Europe 

Vanya Veras Secretary General 

 

14.05-14.55 Questions & Answers, open debate 

 

14.55-15.00 Conclusions by the Moderator 
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WORKSHOP BRIEFING PAPER 

Highlights on the State of Play in 

Plastic Waste Management in the EU 
AUTHORS: Hubert Reisinger, Thomas Weissenbach (Umweltbundesamt Austria)1  

ABSTRACT 

The purpose of this briefing paper is to summarise basic facts on plastics and plastic waste, 

their generation in Europe, problems caused by plastic waste and options to reduce these 

problems. The focus of the paper is on options for waste prevention, that is primarily eco-

design of products, and on the recycling of plastic materials. Additional background 

material provided comprises facts on plastic waste treatment and on the transboundary 

movement of waste. 

PLASTICS, PLASTIC WASTE AND THE PROBLEMS THEY 
CAUSE 

Plastics are inexpensive, lightweight and durable materials, which can readily be moulded 

into a variety of products which can provide many different services. Plastics can for 

example provide for  

 transport and storage of liquids and solids (piping, vessels); 

 protection of food, perishable and long-living goods, people (packaging, casings, 

bumper bar….) 

 construction material (window frames, heat insulation) 

 clothing (textile fibres) 

 filters, membranes,  

 electrical insulation 

 toys 

and many other applications. This variety of applications is a main driver for the strong 

growth of plastics demand and generation. In 2011 alone the global plastics production 

grew by 3.7 % (PlasticEurope 2012). 

In 2011 some 47 million tonnes of plastics were introduced into the economy of EU-27, 

Norway and Switzerland. 18.5 million tonnes or some 39 % of these are used as packaging 

material, 21 % as construction material, 8 % in cars and 5 % in electrical and electronic 

products (see Figure 1).  

                                                 
1  The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author and do not necessarily 

represent the official position of the European Parliament. 

Reproduction and translation for non-commercial purposes are authorised, provided the source is 

acknowledged and the publisher is given prior notice and sent a copy. 
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Figure 1: Demand of the EU-27 + Norway + Switzerland economy for plastics in 

the year 2011 by application type  
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Source: PlasticEurope 2012 

From the 47 million tonnes of plastics, which were introduced to the economy of EU-27, 

Norway and Switzerland in 2011, 13.6 million tonnes or 29 % were polyethylene (PE), 19 

% polypropylene (PP) and 11 % PVC. Also polystyrene (PS), PET and polyurethane (PUR) 

are in wide use (PlasticEurope 2012) (see Figure 2). The share of bioplastics is estimated to 

be 0.1 to 0.2 % or roughly 0.1 million tonnes per year (BioIS 2011). 

Figure 2: Demand of the EU-27 + Norway + Switzerland economy for plastics in 

the year 2011 by plastic type  
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Source: PlasticEurope 2012 
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Plastic waste generation in the EU-27 + Norway and Switzerland in 2008 was 24.9 million 

tonnes (BioIS 2011). From this 15.3 million tonnes or 62 % was packaging waste (Eurostat 

2013). Thus the share of packaging in plastic waste generation is considerable higher than 

in plastic demand. This may have two major reasons: 

1. the average life time of packaging usually is much shorter than of other applications. 

While packaging material usually becomes waste within one year or less, plastics 

stay for example in the automotive sector usually for 10 to 20 years, forming 

considerable stocks. 

2. The separate collection system and the statistics may be more complete for plastic 

packaging waste than for other plastic waste types.  

When looking at the development of plastic packaging waste generation over time, the 

amount of plastic packaging waste generated stayed almost constant in the period 2006 to 

2010 (see Figure 3). 

On a per capita basis there are huge differences of plastic packaging waste generation 

among the EU-Member States. In the year 2010 it ranged from 43 kg/capita in Bulgaria to 

202 kg/capita in Luxembourg (see Figure 4) 

Figure 3: Plastic waste generation in EU-27 + Norway + Switzerland  
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Figure 4: Per-capita plastic packaging waste generation in EU-Member States and 

Norway 
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Source: Eurostat 2013 

While the use of plastics provides many benefits it also causes a number of environmental 

and economic problems. 

Around 4 % of world oil and gas production is used as feedstock for plastics and a further 3 

to 4 % is consumed to provide the energy for their production (Hopewell et al. 2009). 

In order to fulfil their functions properly and reliably, conventional plastics contain a large 

number, and sometimes a large proportion, of chemical additives which can be endocrine 

disruptors, carcinogenic or provoke other toxic reactions. These additives can, in principle, 

migrate into the environment, though in small quantities (European Commission 2013). In 

spite of strong efforts to eliminate hazardous substances from use in plastics, e.g. 

brominated flame retardants or phthalate plasticisers are still in use. They are simply not 

easy to replace by less risky substances. 

Because of the durability of the plastics, substantial quantities of discarded end-of-life 

plastics accumulate as debris in landfills and natural habitats worldwide. One example is 

marine litter. Major land based sources for plastic marine litter appear to be storm water 

discharges, sewer overflows, tourism related litter, illegal dumping, industrial activities, 

improper transport, consumer cosmetic products, synthetic sandblasting media or polyester 

an acrylic fibres from washing clothes. Waste patches in the Atlantic and Pacific oceans are 

estimated to be in the order of 100 Mt, about 80 % of which is plastic. Persistent organic 

pollutants (POPs), such as pesticides like DDT and polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) can 

attach themselves from the surrounding water to plastic fragments (micro plastics). These 

may enter the food chain via marine fauna and accumulate in the final food consumer 

(European Commission 2013). 

For the inefficient design of products containing plastics frequently the expression “planned 

obsolescence” is used. While this obsolescence maybe not as intentional as believed, many 

produces do contain parts which easily break and limit the life time of products which 

otherwise could last much longer.  

On the land the situation is acerbated by the fact that especially in southern and eastern 

Europe substantial amounts of waste are still deposited on illegal landfills non-compliant 

with EU regulations. In Cyprus, for example, 6 non-compliant landfills are expected to stay 

in use till 2015 (European Commission 2012).  
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In other countries (e.g. Italy, Bulgaria, Greece) delays with constructing sufficient 

treatment capacity and compliant treatment capacity caused creative solutions for 

“intermediate” storage still to be applied (European Parliament 2011). 

Many techniques and approaches are at hand to reduce the negative environmental 

impacts from plastics and plastic waste and to increase the efficiency of plastic use. In 

accordance with the waste hierarchy defined in the EU waste framework directive 

(2008/98/EC), these techniques can be categorised as: 

 Waste prevention measures 

 Measures for enabling re-use 

 Plastic material recycling 

 Incineration with energy use and 

 Final storage on compliant landfills. 

The following sections present some selected highlights from the top of this hierarchy. 

WASTE PREVENENTION AND RE-USE 

A resource efficient economy is an economy which meets the needs at low environmental 

impact level and at low consumption of natural resources. In order to create a resource 

efficient economy the first question is, which needs do we actually want to meet? Then the 

task is to find and implement options for 

 meeting the demand by services without using or wearing off products 

 introducing eco-designed products 

 optimising production processes 

 minimising the environmental impact of primary material mining and transport. 

From the point of view of waste prevention eco-design means to create products which: 

 contain few or no hazardous substances 

 use materials from renewables or recycling, which in turn can be recycled after use 

 are easy to maintain and repair 

 are long-lasting 

 can easily be adapted to changing needs 

 can be re-used. 

However, several of these approaches are limited by existing barriers. Only three shall be 

highlighted here: 

 While bioplastics use renewable materials, they still become waste. 

 For repair and re-use, additional structures need to be developed.  

 In order to create EU-wide re-use systems either standardised products are 

introduced which can be re-used by all companies of the respective sector (e.g. one 

standardised beer bottle) or a very complex system for bringing back the waste 

product to each different production plant is required or more or less local markets 

are created. 
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RECYCLING 

The recycling rate for the total plastic waste is estimated to be 25 % in the EU (Plastics 

Recyclers Europe 2013). The recycling of plastic packaging waste increased in the last 

years and has achieved a rate of 33 % in 2010 (see Figure 5). 

Figure 5: Recycling rate of plastic packaging waste in EU-27, Norway and 

Switzerland 
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Source: Eurostat 2013 

Figure 6 shows the total balance of plastic packaging material flows in EU-27 including 

Norway and Switzerland. It can be seen that from the 18.5 million tonnes in packaging 

material introduced to the economy of these countries annually some 5.1 million tonnes are 

recycled. However, only part of these is used for producing new packaging material. 

Another part is used for lower grade applications and must be regarded as being 

downcycled. 

Figure 6: Annual flows of plastic packaging material in in EU-27, Norway and 

Switzerland 
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Several factors limit the technical and economic potential of plastic recycling: 

 Not all the plastic products introduced to the EU economy stay there. For example 

old cars or electrical equipment containing plastic parts are exported for further use 

or else to foreign countries. It was, for example estimated that about 60 % of the 

cars deregistered in 2008 in Austria and in Denmark did not enter the waste 

management system but were brought abroad. In Sweden these were even 84 % of 

the deregistered cars (European Parliament 2010). 

 Some plastic types (such as PUR) must use chemical processes for a high-level 

recycling. However, in general, investment levels and energy consumption are such 

that only very large-scale plants are expected to be economically viable. 

 Many potential users of new products are reluctant to buy products which contain 

recycling material. This can be seen for example with construction materials for 

public buildings.  

 The best recycling quality can be achieved by homogeneous plastic materials. Thus 

plastics need to be separated not only from other materials, but also the different 

plastic types need to be kept separate from each other. The later in the life cycle 

this separation is done, the less plastic can be recovered for recycling. Also the 

quality of the recovered plastics is lowered. 

 The lower the quality of the recycling material is, the lower is also the share of 

recycling material which can be used in the new product. 

In order to address these limiting factors several measures have been introduced already 

or have at least been proposed. Here we want to highlight only some of them: 

 A regulation could be introduced which would allow the export of used products 

only, if waste management standards are guaranteed in the receiving countries 

which correspond to the EU standards. 

 Stringent quality standards for recycling materials are introduced which are 

controlled by third party certification. This is combined with the obligation for public 

purchasing to buy products with a certain share of recycling material. 

 Extended producer responsibility systems are introduced for taking back plastic 

products and thus allow keeping plastic waste separate from other waste. 

 Deposit refund systems which provide an incentive for consumers to bring back 

reusable products or plastic material. The effectiveness of such a system can be 

derived from the fact that the recycling rate for aluminium cans in Estonia featuring 

a deposit-refund-system achieves 59 % while in neighbouring Latvia, featuring 

kerb-side collection, reaches only 30 % (EAA 2011). 

In total it can be concluded that the economic potential for the recycling rate of plastic 

waste is much higher than the 33 % already achieved. 
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FURTHER HIGHLIGHTS OF PLASTIC WASTE MANAGEMENT 

Imports and Exports 

Statistics on the amount of plastic waste and plastic packaging waste imports and exports 

are mostly missing. Only the statistic of the plastic packaging waste exports for recycling 

are almost complete (see Table 1). These statistics indicate that approximately 30 % of the 

plastic packaging material which is recycled, is exported to a different country for recycling. 

Table 1: Mass of plastic packaging waste exported for recycling in 2010 by EU-27-

Member State and Norway 

State Export in tonnes 
 

State Export in tonnes 

Belgium 98,149  Luxembourg 6,900 

Bulgaria data missing  Hungary 11,857 

Czech Republic 42,516  Malta 2,675 

Denmark 43,438  Netherlands 60,000 

Germany  296,200  Austria 8,843 

Estonia 13,353  Poland 21,603 

Ireland 65,003  Portugal 11,687 

Greece 52,000  Romania data missing 

Spain data missing  Slovenia 2,217 

France 201,100  Slovakia 1,615 

Italy 29,000  Finland 16,473 

Cyprus 4,103  Sweden 9,510 

Latvia 4,917  United Kingdom 406,036 

Lithuania 5,699  Norway 45,199 

Source: Eurostat 2013 

Plastic Waste Treatment 

According to Eurostat (2013) statistics in addition to 33.3 % of plastic packaging waste 

nearly 29.1 % were incinerated with energy recovery within the EU in 2010. The bulk of the 

remaining 37.7 % or 5.6 million tonnes were landfilled (see Figure 7).  
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Figure 7: Shares of techniques for treating/disposing plastic packaging waste in 

EU-27 in the year 2010 
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Source: Eurostat 2013 

Plastic Recycling Industry 

The European Plastics Recycling Industry comprises some 1.000 Companies, provides jobs 

for 30.000 Employees and features an installed treatment capacity of 3 million tonnes per 

year (Plastics Recyclers Europe 2013). 

An exemplary recycling plant may be the Kruschitz plant situated in southern Austria. It 

comprises 

 since 1999 a PET-Bottle to Bottle-plant for food-approved reprocessed pellets with 

an annual treatment capacity of 12,000 tonnes 

 since 2002 a plant for the production of PET-sheets from recycled PET-bottleflakes 

with an annual treatment capacity of 4,000 tonnes 

 a plant for the production of high-quality plastic raw materials from recylcables 

tailored to the requests of different customers’ with an annual capacity of 18,000 

tonnes (Kruschitz 2013). 
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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS 

GDP Gross Domestic Product PUR Polyurethane 

Mt Million tonnes PVC Polyvinyl chloride 

PE Polyethylene POPs Persistent organic pollutants 

PP Polypropylene PCBs Polychlorinated biphenyls 

PS Polystyrene   
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SHORT BIOGRAPHIES OF EXPERTS 

Jürgen Schneider, Umweltbundesamt AT 

Dr Jürgen Schneider is the Head of the Directorate ‚Economy and Impact‘ at the Austrian 

Environment Agency.  Dr Schneider’s Directorate includes four departments at the 

Environment Agency, which are responsible for areas such as climate change, energy, air 

pollution control, emission inventories, waste management and waste treatment, traffic, 

industrial pollution and households.    

Dr Schneider studied chemistry at the University of Vienna, where he also obtained his 

PhD. After finalizing his PhD, Dr Schneider worked at the University of Vienna as a 

researcher and joined the Environment Agency subsequently in 1994.  

From 2002 to 2004, Dr Schneider worked as project manager for the World Health 

Organization (WHO) in Bonn at the Centre for Environment and Health. In January 2007, 

he was appointed as head of the Directorate ‘Economy and Impact’. 

Hubert Reisinger, Umweltbundesamt AT  

Hubert Reisinger is graduated chemical engineer with specialization in thermal separation 

and recovery processes. After a Post-Doc study in Berkeley California and some months 

working at the rehabilitation of a waste treatment plant he worked for an Austrian energy 

consultant with long term energy planning, featuring energy saving, renewables, innovative 

technologies, economic analysis and liberal markets.  

Since 2003 Dr. Reisinger has been working with the Austrian Umweltbundesamt (Federal 

Environment Agency) mainly as project leader for developing the Austrian Waste 

Prevention 2011 and its policy instruments. In international projects he evaluates policy 

instruments on waste and resource management.  

William Neale, Member of Cabinet of European Commissioner for the 

Environment  

William Neale is a Member of Cabinet (private office) of Janez Potočnik, the European 

Commissioner for Environment.  

Within the cabinet he is responsible for relations with the other European Institutions 

(principally the European Parliament and the Council of Ministers). He advises the 

Commissioner on resource efficiency, sustainable production and consumption, 

environmental technologies, eco-innovation and waste policy. On non portfolio collegial files 

he covers industry and entrepreneurship, science, research and innovation, digital agenda 

and taxation and customs. 

He was also a member of the cabinet of Commissioner Potočnik in his previous mandate as 

Commissioner for Science and Research, where he was responsible for planning and 

resources, budget, simplification, transport, aeronautics, research infrastructures and 

external relations. 

From 2000 to December 2007 Mr. Neale was an official in the European Commission's 

Directorate General for Enterprise and Industry where he coordinated legislative process for 

adoption of the Competitiveness and Innovation framework Programme (CIP) and prepared 

Commission input for the Competitiveness Council Group of Commissioners. He was 

previously responsible for the negotiation of the Statute for a European Cooperative Society 

which entered into force in 2006. 
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Before becoming a Commission official in 2000 Mr. Neale spent 13 years in the private 

sector in the fields of banking, retail and management consultancy. His background is in 

economics and political science, having studied for his degree and masters at the University 

of Manchester (Owens College).  

Thomas Weissenbach, Umweltbundesamt AT  

Thomas Weissenbach is an environmental engineer with specialization in waste 

management, graduated from the Technical University of Berlin. 

Mr. Weissenbach has 20 years’ experience in the field of waste management, as waste 

expert and as project manager for a number of national and international projects. The 

projects covered diverse aspects of waste management, such as waste management plans, 

policy instruments for a number of waste streams and implementation of waste legislation. 

From 1994 to 1999 Thomas worked as university assistant at the University of Leoben 

(Austria) and was involved in the development of the newly created department of 

environmental engineering.  

Since 2000 Thomas Weissenbach works with the Austrian Umweltbundesamt in the 

Department of Waste & Material Flow Management. He is involved in the data collection 

and analyses regarding waste treatment facilities in Austria and is responsible for the 

respective chapter in the Austrian Federal Waste Management Plan.  

Linda Gillham, Committee of the Region's Rapporteur on the 

Commission Green Paper on Plastic Waste Title 

I was first elected to the Runnymede Borough Council in 2000 as an Independent 

Councillor. My main interest has developed from the local environment which was under 

threat from extensive gravel raising and landfill operations as we live in the Thames flood 

plain.I became a Member of the Committee of the Regions in 2009 and have always been a 

member of the Commission concerned with Environment and Climate Change.  

I was Rapporteur for an Opinion on Biodiversity Policy from 2010 and as a result when I 

was elected Mayor of Runnymede in 2012 I chose to use the Mayoral role to highlight the 

plight of honey bees and other pollinators. This was a great success and we now have 

beehives in one school and 12 local primary schools are growing "nectar rich" plants in their 

gardens. This will be extended with more community bee hives over the next year.  

I am particularly pleased to have the opportunity to be Rapporteur on this important 

Opinion looking at the way we dispose of our plastic waste as I am only too aware of the 

problems associated with landfill and the need to preserve out'naturat resources, 

Karel Van Acker, KU Leuven  

Karel Van Acker is senior lecturer in sustainable materials and processes, coordinator of the 

Leuven Materials Research Centre at KU Leuven and Promotor-Coordinator of the policy 

research centre Sustainable Materials Management. He chairs the Flemish Transition 

Network on Sustainable Materials Management and is involved in numerous projects on 

sustainability assessments of material life cycles, ranging from CFRP to biobased plastics, 

and on urban mining and the valorisation of residues.  

He graduated as M.Sc. in materials engineering and obtained a PhD degree in materials 

science, both from KU Leuven. After his PhD (1996), he worked during several years in 

industry as manager of a materials and mechanical testing laboratory and at the Flemish 

Institute for Technological Research. He joined KU Leuven at the end of 2005. 
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Padraig Nolan, Sector Groups Manager 

Since December 2010 Padraig has been working as Sector Groups Manager at EuPC in 

Brussels, with responsibility for several product specific sector groups as well as trade 

policies and the Automotive & Transport Division of EuPC.  

Padraig has been involved in several FP7 funded research projects including the start up of 

an FP7 SiS project on Marine Litter (MARLISCO). Padraig is also manager of the European 

Plastic Films Association (EuPF) which has expert working groups in packaging films (bags 

and sacks), agricultural films, construction/ industrial films, printing & converting and 

standards & test methods.  

He has been involved in issues surrounding the sustainability of plastic carrier bags and is 

heavily involved in voluntary stakeholder actions to tackle such issues and bring about 

responsibility, awareness and environmental friendliness in consumption, use and disposal 

of plastic carrier bags.  

Stefano Facco, Vice President 

Stefano Facco is New Business Development Director of Novamont SpA as well as the 

managing director of the German subsidiary of Novamont, which is based in Eschborn. He 

has held this position since 1997, following six years as Product Development Manager for 

Montedison Deutschland, where he worked on the market introduction of biofuels and 

biopolymers.  

Earlier, he had worked there on liquid crystal polymers for electronic applications like PCB 

and speciality fibres for EMI shielding. The first stages of his career were interspersed with 

two stints at the Italian Chamber of Commerce in Germany, as consultant for EDP and 

marketing issues and lately as Managing Director. 

He was for over a decade member of the board and co-founder of  EuBP, the European 

Bioplastics Association and  former member of the Din “ biodegradable polymers”  working 

group. 

Stefano Facco was born in Hong Kong 1963, went to High School in Germany and Austria, 

has a background in economics 

Joan Marc Simon, Executive Director of Zero Waste Europe 

Joan Marc Simon is the Executive Director of Zero Waste Europe. Trained as economist and 

with more than 10 years of experience in waste and resources policy at European and 

national level. Board member of the Zero Waste International Alliance.  

Waste expert with hands-on experience in drafting waste management and prevention 

plants, local infrastructures and citizen-based solutions. Previous experience in local and 

international governance, economics and citizen participation. 

Ton Emans, President of Plastics Recyclers Europe 

President of Plastics Recyclers Europe and Director Group Supply Chain in CeDo Ton Emans 

has more than 20 years’ experience in plastic recycling process.  

Ton Emans started his career with DSM in Geleen (The Netherlands) and worked as 

researcher in the field of environment and safety. In 1991, he relocated to a subsidiary of 

DSM called REKO, a company which started to recycle plastics in 1979. As an Quality, 

Environment, Safety and Health Manager he became familiar with plastic recycling. After  

http://zerowasteeurope.eu/
http://zerowasteeurope.eu/
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In 2000, Ton was named Managing Director of the company which was purchased by the 

CeDo Group. In 2004, Ton Emans extended his responsibilities was named Supply Chain 

Managing Director of CeDo Group. 

Ton Emans holds a Master of Science in occupational health and safety from the University 

of Amsterdam in the Netherlands and has completed several business programs.   

In 2009, Ton Emans has been named Vice President of Plastics Recyclers Europe. 

Michael Heyde, Technical Director 

In April 1999, Michael Heyde made his debut in the secondary raw materials operations at 

Duales System Deutschland GmbH as Head of Engineering. At the end of 2000, he was 

given general power of attorney at DKR. Since 2005, he has been a member of the 

management board, which he has chaired from 2008-2011. 

Since 2011 he is general manager of Systec Plastics GmbH. 

Michael Heyde studied process engineering at the Technical University of Munich. Starting 

in 1989, he began working as a researcher in food technology and packaging at the 

Fraunhofer Institute for Food Technology and Packaging, specializing in environmental 

process engineering. He then moved to the environmental consultancy department at the 

same institute. Finally, he became Head of Systems Analysis with an emphasis on waste 

management. In addition to his work, he received his doctorate in engineering from the 

Technical University of Berlin in 1998. 

Vanya Veras, Secretary General of Municipal Waste Europe 

Vanya Veras has over 15 years of experience in waste management legislation, practices 

and systems. She is currently Secretary General of Municipal Waste Europe, the association 

which represents municipalities in their public responsibility and engagement in waste 

management services.  

Vanya Veras is a multinational, multicultural individual who began her career in Brussels in 

1996 with NGOs in the field of environmental protection and citizens' awareness, remaining 

in the field of environmental policy with Coopers' and Lybrand Europe, followed by a term 

in the European Commission’s environmental management (EMAS) team.  

In 1999, Vanya Veras joined FEAD, the private waste industry association and in 2000 at 

the age of 28, was nominated Secretary General of the organisation, a position which she 

held until 2005.  

After almost twelve years in Brussels, Ms. Veras was offered the opportunity to return to 

her home country, Greece, with Coca-Cola Hellenic and there provided expertise as 

Environmental Affairs Manager for three years, learning a great deal about the practical 

functioning of various extended producer responsibility systems in the European Member 

States within the group's 28 countries and facilitating the transfer of knowledge between 

them. Following that, Ms. Veras advised several companies and local authorities on a 

variety of environmental issues, including the position of special advisor on waste 

management to the incumbent Mayor of Piraeus.  

With the benefit of this combined experience of the waste industry, the producer and the 

local authority, Vanya Veras is now leading Municipal Waste Europe through the revision of 

the waste legislation. 

 



Policy Department A: Economic and Scientific Policy 
 

 

 

 

20 

 



Workshop on Plastic Waste 
 

 

 

 

21 

PRESENTATIONS 
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Presentation by Linda Gillham 
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