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A T  A  G L A N C E  
 

This issue addresses the items on the agenda of the next 
committee meetings on 25-26 September and 30 
September 2013. Amongst others, on 25 September IMCO will 
hold an exchange of views on "deployment of the e Call in-vehicle 
system" and vote on "misleading advertisement practices" and 
"Harmonisation of the laws of the member states relating to the 
making available on the market of radio equipment". IMCO will also 
consider amendments to the draft reports on "Consumer product 
safety" and "market surveillance of products". On 30 September 
IMCO will organise an exchange of views with Commissioner Neven 
Mimica responsible for Consumer Policy. The full Agenda of the 
next meetings are available on IMCO´s webpage. 

 

This edition also reports, from the last committee meetings 
of 8-9 July and 5 September e 2013. Amongst others, on 8 
July IMCO voted on the draft reports on "The Internal Market for 
Services: state of play and next steps" and on the "Simplification 
of the transfer of motor vehicles registered in another member 
state within the single market".  Mr Evaldas Gustas, Minister of 
Economy of Lithuania, presented the priorities of the Lithuanian 
Presidency. On 5 September an exchange of views was held on 
"A European retail Action Plan for the benefit of all actors" and 
on a "High common level of network and information security 
across the Union". The IMCO Opinion on 2014 Budget was also 
adopted. 
  

S E L E C T E D  N E W S :  

T H E  S I N G L E  M A R K E T  M O N T H  2 0 1 3  ( O N L I N E  D E B A T E )  
The month running from 23 September until 23 October 2013 
will be marked as the EU's Single Market Month (SMM), a period 
devoted to a pan-European exchange of experiences, information 
and ideas between citizens and policy-makers. Building on 
successes of the Single Market Forum of 2011 in Kraków and the 
Single Market Week of 2012, this year's initiative reaches out to all 
Europeans with internet connection, whatever their language, to 
engage them in a vast on-line discussion on the Single Market 
issues that affect people's lives on a daily basis. The SMM will be 
divided into four thematic weeks: jobs, social rights, banks and e-
commerce; and will end with a Euronews TV debate at the 
European Parliament in Strasbourg. We hope to see many 
Newsletter readers taking part in the discussions! 

 

 

T H E  S I N G L E  M A R K E T  S C O R E B O A R D  O N L I N E  
 

 

 
Following previous paper editions issued twice a year, the 
Commission has now moved to the electronic dimension and 
created an Online Single Market Scoreboard, made public on 4 
July 2013. In a simple and visual way (using graphs and "traffic 
light" charts in addition to the text), the Scoreboard presents the 
Single Market governance cycle, overview of Member States' 
performance, feedback covering specific success-stories and best 
practices from various countries, as well as identified concerns of 
citizens and businesses. As many as 13 governance tools are 
used as indicators for all Member States, among them: EU law 
transposition level, number of infringement proceedings, Points 
of Single Contact required by the Services Directive, functioning 
of the Internal Market Information System, management of 
SOLVIT, and the use of the Your Europe portal. Some elements 
of the Scoreboard can still be printed (especially the specific 
country reports), and the data will be updated yearly (statistics 
on transposition and infringement proceedings - every 6 
months). Croatia, which joined the European Union on 1st July, 
will be included in the Scoreboard as of next year.  
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N E X T  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G S  
(25-26  SEPTEMBER AND 30 SEPTEMBER 2013) 

Watch the committee meeting live  Agenda and meeting documents 

Harmonisation of the laws of the MS relating to 
the making available on the market of radio 

equipment- adoption of the draft Report 

 

On 25 September IMCO Members will have a second 
opportunity to consider the amendments tabled to the draft 
report on Radio Equipment Directive before proceeding to the 
vote on 26 September. It is of utmost importance to ensure the 
alignment of the provisions of the proposed Directive with the 
NLF (New Legislative Framework) Alignment Package 
(Rapporteur Ms Roithová). Moreover the issue of administrative 
burden to the economic operators, electronic labelling of radio 
equipment and definition of radio equipment (especially with 
regard to the broadcast receivers) remain important issues. 
There seems to be quite a strong support for the necessity to 
strive for harmonisation of accessories, in particular the 
chargers. 

RAPPORTEUR: Barbara Weiler (S&D)                  Procedure file 

Consumer product safety - consideration of 

amendments 

On 25 September IMCO Committee will consider the 
amendments tabled to the draft report on the Consumer 
Product Safety Regulation. These amendments emphasise 
online trade, while others seek to strengthen the protection of 
children and other vulnerable consumers and a number of 
amendments seek to delete the obligation for manufacturers 
and importers to indicate the country of origin of the product. 
In line with an amendment proposed by the Rapporteur, Ms 
Christel Schaldemose, several amendments seek to introduce a 
new marking to indicate to the consumer that the given product 
has been tested and found to be a safe product. The 
Committee will discuss compromise amendments on 14 October 
before the final vote on 17 October. 

RAPPORTEUR: Christel Schaldemose (S&D)         Procedure file 

Market surveillance of products - consideration 
of amendments 
On 25 September IMCO Committee will consider the 
amendments tabled to the draft report on the Market 
Surveillance Regulation. The following amendments could be 
highlighted: introduction of new definitions ("non-compliant 
product", "product presenting a regulatory risk", "product 
presenting safety risk"), providing for detailed obligations of 
concrete economic operators, supporting Rapporteur's original 
proposal for general risk assessment methodology and 
guidelines of its application, limitation of RAPEX only for the 
products presenting serious risk, setting up of the Pan-
European Injuries Database, deleting provisions on Union 
reference laboratories, limitation of the level of penalties 
(maximum 10% of the turnover). The Committee will discuss 
compromise amendments on 14 October before proceeding to 
the vote on 17 October.  

RAPPORTEUR: Sirpa Pietikäinenn (EPP)               Procedure file 

 

Misleading advertisement practices- adoption of 
the draft Report 
The Directive 2006/114/EC on Misleading and Comparative 
Advertising (MCAD) is a horizontal directive which applies mostly 
to B2B (business-to-business) relations, and - for comparative 
advertising - also to B2C (business-to-consumer). It specifically 
aims to provide traders with protection against misleading 
advertising but failed to prevent the activity of the so-called 
"directory companies" which pretend to offer gratuitous listing to 
businesses and then charge them with high costs. The draft 
report made a number of concrete suggestions for better 
enforcement of MCAD, and also proposed to introduce a blacklist 
of companies repeatedly convicted for using misleading marketing 
practices. On 26 September IMCO will vote on amendments 
tabled by IMCO Members so that the European Commission can 
take the final report into account before presenting a legislative 
proposal to revise the directive. 
 

RAPPORTEUR: Cornelis de Jong (GUE/NGL)               Procedure file 

 

Accessibility of public sector bodies websites - 

consideration of amendments 

 

On 26 September, IMCO will be considering the amendments 
tabled to the draft report (rapporteur: Jorgo Chatzimarkakis) on 
the proposed directive on the accessibility of public sector bodies' 
websites. In total 185 amendments were put forward. The main 
questions addressed are: (1) scope of the directive (selection of 
public sector websites listed in annex, or all public sector, or also 
private entities providing basic services); (2) definitions related to 
accessibility requirements and universal design, making sure that 
the directive also covers web content accessed through mobile 
devices or selective content provided through external links/ 
embedded in the website ; (3) strengthen monitoring and 
enforcement provisions, including the complaint procedure; (4) 
deadlines for transposition and application). The vote in IMCO is 
scheduled for 27-28 November 2013. 
 

RAPPORTEUR: Jorgo Chatzimarkakis (ALDE)              Procedure file 

Exchange of views with Mr. Neven Mimica, 

Member of the European Commission 
responsible for Consumer Policy 

On 30 September, IMCO will receive Commissioner for 
consumer policy Neven Mimica to discuss progress on the 
Commission's Work Programme and the upcoming initiatives in his 
areas of competence. Particular attention is expected to be paid 
to the enforcement across the Union of consumer rights, including 
the forthcoming review of the Consumer Protection Cooperation 
(CPC) Regulation. This is an area where IMCO Members are 
particularly keen to see concrete results delivered during the 
coming months. 

 
LINK: DG HEALTH & CONSUMERS   

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/organes/imco/imco_7leg_meetinglist.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1907/BARBARA_WEILER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/0283(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/37312/CHRISTEL_SCHALDEMOSE_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2013/0049(COD)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/40599/SIRPA_PIETIKAINEN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0048(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96748/CORNELIS_DE+JONG_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/2122(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28243/JORGO_CHATZIMARKAKIS_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/0340(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/0340(COD)&l=en
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/health_consumer/index_en.htm
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L A S T  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G S  

(8-9 JULY AND 5 SEPTEMBER 2013) 

Priorities of Lithuanian Presidency  

 

 

On 8 July Mr Evaldas Gustas, Minister of Economy, presented 
the Presidency's three priority areas in the framework of the 
Competitiveness Council: single market policy, modernisation of 
public administration and consumer-related matters. The 
improvement of the single market governance tops the list of 
the Presidency's priorities, in particular with regard to the 
implementation of the Services Directive and of the European 
Retail Action Plan, preparation for the implementation of the 
Directive on the Recognition of Professional Qualifications and 
encouraging progress on implementing the European Digital 
Agenda. Moreover, the Presidency will seek agreement on the 
Directive on e-invoicing in public procurement. Finally, with 
regard to consumer related matters, priority will be given to the 
Product Safety and Market Surveillance Package. 
 

LINK: LT presidency webpage 

 
The internal market for services: state of play 
and next steps - adoption of the draft report  
 
On 9 July, IMCO adopted a report on "The Internal Market for 
Services: state of play and next steps". IMCO stresses the 
untapped potential for growth and jobs in the services sector 
and urges Member States to ensure that the single market 
works effectively for businesses and consumers alike. The report 
calls on Member States to ease overly onerous requirements 
and to remove double regulatory burdens in the area of cross-
border service provision. In addition, IMCO calls on the 
Commission to take an integrated approach to the internal 
market for services, ensuring consistency between different 
pieces of legislation that affect services companies. Finally, the 
report puts forward a number of steps to promote better 
enforcement and to strengthen transparency and accountability. 
 
 

RAPPORTEUR: Anna Maria Corazza Bildt (EPP)   Procedure file 

 
 

Simplification of the transfer of motor vehicles 

registered in another MS within the Single 

market - adoption of the draft report 
 
On 9 July, IMCO voted on amendments tabled to the 
Commission's proposal, and supported the report of Toine 
Manders (ALDE) with a large majority. The report seeks to make 
the registration procedures for citizens who move to another 
Member State and take their vehicle with them or buy a second-
hand car cross-border, easier, less time-consuming and 
cheaper. In particular, it requests Member States to recognise 
each other's roadworthiness tests, sets a 3-months deadline for 
reregistering a vehicle in a new place of residence and proposes 
that citizens be offered a choice of number plates in national or 
EU colours. A decision whether to start negotiations will be 
taken as soon, as the Council has completed the examination of 
the proposal. 
 

RAPPORTEUR: Toine Manders (ALDE)                Procedure file 

 

A European Retail Action Plan for the benefit of all 

actors - consideration of the draft report 
 
On 5 September, IMCO discussed the draft report of Dennis de 
Jong (GUE/NGL). Building on the Corazza Bildt report of 2011, the 
new report responds to the Commission communication setting up 
a European Retail Action Plan and the consultation on unfair trading 
practices in business-to-business relations. In addition, it looks at 
issues such as the consequences for retail of the economic crisis 
and highlights the sector's social role in local communities, in 
addition to recognising its important contribution to the economy 
and employment. It also addresses the unfair trading practices and 
makes a number of recommendations. In the coming weeks, IMCO 
will discuss the amendments tabled to the draft report and also 
organise, on 26 September, a Retail Market Roundtable. 
 

RAPPORTEUR: Cornelis De Jong (GUE/NGL)             Procedure file 

 
High common level of network and information 

security across the Union - consideration of the 
draft report 

 
On 5 September IMCO chairman informed the Members about the 
changed timetable, following the decision of the Conference of 
Presidents, which granted the status of association under rule 50 to 
the ITRE and LIBE committees. The Rapporteur presented the draft 
report, which limits the compulsory measures to critical 
infrastructures only, allows for more than one competent authority 
to monitor the application of the directive and supports designation 
of a single point of contact in each Member State. Further debate 
took place on the scope of application of the future act, namely 
whether or not information society services should also be included 
under the scope of the discussed instrument. 
 

RAPPORTEUR: Andreas Schwab (EPP)                           Procedure file 

 

Budget 2014     

 

On 5 September, IMCO Members adopted 7 amendments which 
restore the draft Budget for 2014 on IMCO's budget lines. 
Amendments on the extension of the preparatory action on ‘Single 
Market Forum’ for the year 2014 (EUR 1 200 000 for both CA and 
PA) and on a new pilot project on "Your Europe Travel Application 
for Mobile Devices" (EUR 650 000 for CA and EUR 350 000 for PA) 
were also adopted. Ms Gall-Pelcz's draft Opinion on Budget 2014 
was adopted by 25 in favour two against and one abstention. 
Amongst other things, the Report acknowledges the budgetary 
constraints under which the Union is currently operating and asks 
for commitments and payments to reflect clear added value and 
better spending of the budget by providing adequate financial 
means aimed at supporting a strategy for smart and sustainable 
growth. In the Report is also underlined the importance of the 
‘Single Market Forum’ and of the EU consumer policy. 
 
RAPPORTEUR: Ildikó Gáll-Pelcz (EPP)                     Procedure File 
 

http://www.eu2013.lt/en/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96674/ANNA+MARIA_CORAZZA+BILDT_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/2144(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4560/TOINE_MANDERS.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2012/0082(COD)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96748/CORNELIS_DE+JONG_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2013/2093(INI)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28223/ANDREAS_SCHWAB_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0027(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/102886/ILDIKO_GALL-PELCZ_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2013/2017(BUD)
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U P - D A T E  O N  I M C O  N E G O T I A T I O N S  

The NLF alignment package  
The EP Negotiating Team, led by Mr Harbour and Ms Roithová, 
reached a final agreement with the Irish Presidency on an 
informal trialogue on 5 June. The final agreement was later 
blocked in COREPER by a number of Member States on the 
basis of the wording of a recital to the new committee 
procedure. The EP Negotiating team hopes to reach an 
agreement with the current Lithuanian Presidency as soon as 
possible to proceed with the final adoption of the package 

RAPPORTEUR: Zuzana Roithová (EPP)          Link IMCO website 

Public Procurement  
On 5 September IMCO Members confirmed the outcome of the 
trialogue negotiations on public procurement concluded in July. 
The two proposals for a Directive on Public Procurement and on 
Procurement in the utilities were adopted with 29 votes in 
favour, 1 against and 1 abstention. The Rapporteur Marc 
Tarabella underlined that a well-balanced package had been 
achieved, promoting contracts based on the most economically 
advantageous tenders rather than the lowest cost. Stressing the 
close cooperation between all Groups he also welcomed the 
joint provisions between the procurement and concessions 
instruments. The Directives will now be voted in plenary, if 
possible before the end of the year. 
 

RAPPORTEUR: Marc Tarabella (S&D)              Procedure file 

 

 

Concessions 
On 5 September the proposal for a directive on the award of 
concessions as agreed between the Council and the Parliament 
during trialogue negotiations was adopted by 26 votes in favour, 2 
against and 1 abstention. The Rapporteur, Philippe Juvin, expressed 
his satisfaction that a global political agreement had been reached, 
bridging initially very divergent positions and establishing the first 
EU-wide legislation in the field. The Directive will now be put to a 
vote in plenary, together with the public procurement directives, if 
possible before the end of the year. 
 

RAPPORTEUR: Philippe Juvin (EPP)                         Procedure file 

Customs programme 2014-2020 

On 26 September IMCO will vote on the outcome of the 
negotiations on Customs programme 2014- 2020. On 26 June the 
EP Negotiating Team succeeded to maintain most of its 
prerogatives in the new regulation. Amongst others, these included:  
the IMCO specific objectives in the programme; the indicative 
allocation of funds to the eligible actions in the basic act, with a 
possibility for the Commission to amend each of them up to 10 % 
or, if further flexibility is needed, via delegated acts; a list of 
indicators in the annex of the regulation with a flexibility clause to 
amend them via delegated acts; the deletion of the Council 
amendment in which it was requesting an implementing act for the 
creation and functioning of expert teams. 

RAPPORTEUR: Raffaele Baldassarre (EPP)               Procedure file 

I M C O  D E L E G A T I O N S  
Greece, 26-27 August 

A 9-Member strong delegation led by Chairman Malcolm Harbour visited Athens on 26-27 August to hold talks with the upcoming Greek 
Presidency of the Council from January 2014. The delegation met Deputy- Minister for European Affairs Mr Dimitris Kourkoulas, the Head of 
DG ECFIN in Athens Mr Margaritis Schinas, the Minister for Development and Competition Mr Konstantinos Hatzidakis and Members of the 
Hellenic Parliament. IMCO Members also met with representatives of Greek consumer organisations (EKPIZO), businesses (ACCI) and unions 
(GSEE). The delegation also paid a short visit to the hi-tech development park “Corallia” and the Piraeus Port Authority (see photo above). 
 

China, 28-31 October 

IMCO is sending a Committee delegation to the People's Republic of China during the last week of October 2013. The delegation, which will 
be led by IMCO Chairman, Malcolm Harbour CBE, aims at following up to the meetings and discussions of the IMCO Committee delegation 
visit which took place in 2008, while it is expected to also serve as a basis for mutual policy updates and exchange of views on a number of 
prominent regulatory issues and legislative dossiers which fall within IMCO competence, and where the People's Republic of China is 
involved at various levels as a key EU trading partner; such issues include product safety, market surveillance, public procurement and 
customs. 

 

T I P  O F  T H E  M O N T H  
Towards a paperless Parliament: eMeeting pilot project 

Working with less and eventually no paper in the European Parliament is an ambitious objective. IMCO is involved in a pilot project to move 
towards a paperless Parliament by using the eMeeting application. This application allows MEPs to follow committee meetings on mobile 
devices (tablets, smartphones and portable computers). 

J O I N  T H E  " F R I E N D S  O F  I M C O "  N E T W O R K  

IMCO can be followed on twitter: @EP_Singlemarket IMCO's workplan and timetable is online: IMCO Publications 

If you wish to receive the IMCO newsletter, please send an e-mail with your contact details and 

"newsletter" in the subject's field to: imco-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 

Closure date of the current issue:  23 September 2013 

Disclaimer: The items contained herein are drafted by the Secretariat of the Internal Market and Consumer Protection Committee and are provided for general information 

purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official position of the European 
Parliament. The IMCO Newsletter may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The IMCO Secretariat does not necessarily endorse 
the view expressed on these websites. 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28352/ZUZANA_ROITHOVA.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/work-in-progress.html?action=1&id=#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/29579/MARC_TARABELLA.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2011/0438(COD)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96884/PHILIPPE_JUVIN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2011/0437(COD)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96757/RAFFAELE_BALDASSARRE_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2011/0341A(COD)
https://twitter.com/EP_SingleMarket
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/IMCO/publications.html
mailto:imco-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu

