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WEDNESDAY 2 OCTOBER
2013

15.00 – 17.30 PUBLIC MEETING

1. ADOPTION OF DRAFT AGENDA

The draft agenda (in EN) was emailed to Members
on 24 September 2013 and is in the file for this
meeting.

The Chairman would like to draw your attention to
the following change in the draft agenda:

Item 8 - Future role of the Court of Auditors. The
procedure on the appointment of Court of
Auditors’ Members: European Parliament
consultation” will now take place after item 6.

The changes of the draft agenda have been
introduced in this CONT news, therefore items
appear in the order in which they will take place.

2. CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Chairman draws the attention of Members to the
following points:

2.1 Languages available:
BG, CS, DA, DE, EL, EN, ES, FI, FR, HU, IT,
LT, NL, PL, RO, SV

2.2 Webstreaming:
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Members are informed that this CONT
meeting will be webstreamed via the following
link:

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/wps-europarl-
internet/frd/live/live-program?language=en

Please be aware that each time a speaker
activates the microphone to make an
intervention, the camera will be automatically
directed to the speaker.

2.3. Electronic voting cards:
The electronic voting system will be used for
the vote scheduled during this meeting and
Members are reminded to bring their electronic
voting card.

*** ELECTRONIC VOTE ***

3. AMENDMENT OF REGULATION
(EU) NO 912/2010 SETTING
UP THE EUROPEAN GNSS
AGENCY

 CONT/7/11894
 Rapporteur: Inés Ayala Sender (S&D)
 Administrator responsible: Rudolfs Verdins
 Adoption of draft opinion

Regulation (EC) No 683/2008 of the European
Parliament and of the Council of 9 July 2008 on the
further implementation of the European satellite
navigation programmes (EGNOS and Galileo)
provides that the Commission should manage all
aspects relating to security of the two systems.
The security of the systems is itself subject to
accreditation, which must be carried out
independently. The European GNSS agency is
responsible for this accreditation activity pursuant to
the combined provisions of Regulation (EC) No
683/2008 and Regulation (EU) No 912/2010.

Deadline for amendments was on 18 September
2013, 12h00. 19 amendments were tabled.
The draft opinion and the amendments are published
on the CONT website (under meeting documents).
The adoption of the report by the main Committee
(ITRE) is scheduled for its meeting of 14 October

2013, with a view of the plenary vote in December
2013 (provisionally).

4. EUROPEAN UNION AGENCY FOR
LAW ENFORCEMENT
COOPERATION AND TRAINING
(EUROPOL) AND REPEAL OF
DECISIONS 2009/371/JHA
AND 2005/681/JHA

 CONT/7/12432
 Rapporteur: Inés Ayala Sender (S&D)
 Administrator responsible: Rudolfs Verdins
 Adoption of draft opinion

The entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty on 1
December 2009 brought with it recognition of the
European Parliament’s co-decision powers.
Article 88 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the
European Union states that the European Parliament
and the Council shall determine, by means of a
Regulation adopted in accordance with the ordinary
legislative procedure, Europol’s structure, operation,
field of action and tasks.

The Rapporteur has drafted 61 amendments to the
Commission's proposal.
Deadline for amendments was on 18 September
2013, 12h00. 16 amendments were tabled.
The draft opinion and the amendments are published
on the CONT webpage (under meeting documents).
The adoption of the report by the main Committee
(LIBE) is scheduled for its meeting of 5 November
2013.

5. MANDATORY AUTOMATIC
EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION IN
THE FIELD OF TAXATION

 CONT/7/13025
 Rapporteur: Crescenzio Rivellini (PPE)
 Administrator responsible: Christian Ehlers
 Adoption of draft opinion

The Rapporteur presented his opinion on 25
September 2013. On that occasion the deadline for
submitting amendments was fixed for 27 September
at noon.
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By that date the CONT secretariat received five
amendments, apart from the ones the Rapporteur
proposed in his opinion.
The secretariat draws the attention of the CONT
Members to the fact that the opinion is only
available in English, as agreed by the CONT
Coordinators on 16 September 2013.

The voting list will be made available as soon as
possible.

6. GENERAL BUDGET OF THE
EUROPEAN UNION FOR THE
FINANCIAL YEAR 2014 - ALL
SECTIONS

 CONT/7/13255
 Rapporteur: Jens Geier (S&D)
 Administrator responsible: Philippe Godts
 Adoption of draft opinion

In his draft opinion, Mr Geier points out his main
concerns as regards the draft Budget 2014. In
particular he notes with satisfaction a significant
increase in the actual implementation of financial
corrections imposed by the Commission on Member
States and recoveries across all policy areas. The
new programme statements of operational
expenditure accompanying the 2014 draft budget are
welcomed by the Rapporteur.
The Rapporteur regrets that in the context of a social
economic and financial crisis, some of the budget
lines supporting a smart sustainable and inclusive
growth are subject to cuts.

The secretariat received 9 amendments.
The original version of the amendments was emailed
to Members on 23September 2013, and the EN
version and the other linguistic versions can be
found on the committee's website:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014
/organes/cont/cont_20130617_1500.htm
The voting list will be sent to Members as soon as it
is available.
The adoption of the report by the main Committee
(BUDG) is scheduled on 9 October 2013.

***END OF ELECTRONIC VOTE ***

8. FUTURE ROLE OF THE COURT OF
AUDITORS. THE PROCEDURE ON
THE APPOINTMENT OF COURT OF
AUDITORS'S MEMBERS :
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
CONSULTATION"

 CONT/7/09305
 Rapporteur: Inés Ayala Sender (S&D)
 Administrator responsible: Mauro De Oliveira
 Consideration of draft report
 President of the European Court of Auditors Mr

Caldeira will be present.

The Rapporteur, Ms Ayala Sender, acknowledges
the historic, constructive role of the statement of
assurance (DAS) exercise focused on the concepts of
legality and regularity as being useful indices of
good financial practices on the part of the EU but
considers that at this point, and in the future, the
Court should devote more resources to the
examination of whether economies, effectiveness
and efficiency have been achieved in the use of the
public funds entrusted to the Commission.

Ms Ayala Sender welcomes the fact that, since 2009,
the Court has focused considerable efforts on
developing its products and services as well as its
annual report, but however believes that the moment
has arrived to revisit and ‘re-engineer’ the mandate
of the Court to suit present circumstances. The
Rapporteur proposes that the Court should seek a
macro-prudential diagnostic role that renders the
institution a stronger public independent systemic
risk evaluation agency, evolving from an almost
exclusive auditing and accounting agency into a
broader European accountability body.

The Rapporteur regrets that the Court of Auditors
was – for the 18th time in a row – unable to grant a
positive DAS and that after such an enormous and
repetitive cycle and following the many efforts
made, there has not been any change in this regard.
She proposes, therefore, that the Court should evolve
from an ex-post to a more ex-ante dimension.

An important part of the report is dedicated to the
procedure on the appointment of the Court of
Auditors' Members and Parliament consultation. Ms
Ayala Sender stresses that some appointments to the
Court have given rise to differences of opinion
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between the Parliament and the Council and
considers unacceptable that the Council appoints
Members to the Court of Auditors despite
Parliament’s previously unfavourable opinion.

She believes that it is essential that a balance is
maintained in the composition of the Court as a
whole in terms of gender representation among its
high-level management.

The EN version of this draft report was sent to
Members on 27 September 2013. Deadline for
amendments is on 17 October 2013, 12.00.

Given the urgency of this file imposed on CONT the
draft report will only be available in English.
However, all the other linguistic versions will be
available on the committee's website before the
deadline for tabling amendments.

The adoption by the committee is scheduled for the
meeting of 7 November 2013 with a view to
adoption by plenary at the December 2013 session.

7. DISCHARGE 2012: EU GENERAL
BUDGET - EUROPEAN
COMMISSION

 CONT/7/13844
 Rapporteur: Markus Pieper (PPE)
 Administrators responsible: Christian Ehlers and

Philippe Godts
 Exchange of views in the presence of the Member of the

European Court of Auditors responsible, Ms Kersti
Kaljulaid

 Exchange of views with the Member of the European
Commission responsible for Taxation, Customs,
Statistics, Audit and Anti-Fraud, Algirdas Šemeta, and
consideration of the following documents:

- The follow-up to the discharge for the 2011
financial year (COM(2013)0668 final)

- The Synthesis of the Commission's management
achievements in 2012 (COM(2013)0334 final)

- The Annual Report to the Discharge Authority
on internal audits carried out in 2012 (Article
99(5) of the Financial Regulation), in the
presence of the Commission's Internal Auditor,
Philippe Taverne (COM(2013)0606 final)

- The report on "Protection of the EU Budget"

The Synthesis Report was sent to the Members on
28 June 2013.
The Annual Report to the Discharge Authority on
internal audits carried out in 2012 was sent to
Members on 9 September 2013.
The follow-up to the discharge for the 2011financial
year was sent to Members on 26 September 2013.
The Communication on the protection of the
European Union Budget to end 2012 was sent to the
Members on 27 September 2013.

All four documents are available at the Committee's
website.

The follow-up report to the discharge for the 2011
financial year focuses on the four priority actions
highlighted by the European Parliament in its
general discharge resolutions as well as on other key
requests. In particular it develops the actions taken
as regards the error rates, the improvement of the
evaluation report (article 318 TFUE)  and the actions
concerning revenues and traditional own resources.

The Commission adopts the Synthesis Report on the
basis of the assurances and reservations made by its
Directors-General and Heads of Service in their
Annual Activity Reports. It is the Commission's
understanding that by doing so it takes overall
political responsibility for management of the EU
budget. In the report, the Commission also identifies
the key management issues to be addressed as a
matter of priority and the action to be taken to
address identified weaknesses.

The Annual Report to the Discharge Authority on
internal audits carried out in 2012 is based on the
audit and consulting work done by the Internal Audit
Services in 2012 in Commission Directorates-
General and executive agencies. It describes the
identified weaknesses and action taken to remedy
these, and includes information on significant risk
exposure, control issues and governance aspects.

The Communication on the protection of the
European Union Budget has been requested by the
European Parliament in the context of the 2011
discharge procedure. It should be read in
conjunction with the figures disclosed in Note 6 of
the 2012 EU annual accounts. It aims in particular at
illustrating in real terms how the EU Budget is
protected from expenditure incurred in breach of law
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and how the Members States are involved and
impacted.

9. CONT DELEGATION TO
BULGARIA IN THE CONTEXT OF
"DECOMMISSIONING OF NUCLEAR
POWER PLANTS" AND "EU FUNDS
(28 TO 30 OCTOBER 2013)

 CONT/7/11814
 Head of delegation: Ingeborg Gräßle (PPE)
 Administrator responsible: Tereza Pinto De Rezende
 Exchange of views on the preparation of the delegation

Initially the CONT delegation wanted to travel to
Bulgaria and Romania. In Bulgaria the delegation
intended to appreciate the dismantling of the nuclear
power plant in Kozloduy, and in Romania the
delegation wanted to evaluate the viability of the
management and control systems for structural
funds. On 10 July coordinators decided to cancel the
visit to Romania to have the full visit devoted to
examining the progress of the decommissioning
process.
The most recent draft agenda will be made available
in the meeting room. Members and officials taking
part in the fact-finding mission will also receive a
copy of the documentation prepared for this event.

In this context the CONT secretariat would like to
draw the attention of Members to the presentation of
a study on the decommissioning of nuclear power
plants, commissioned by CONT, which will take
place on 15 October from 15.00 to 17.00.

*
* *

17H30 - 18H30 (IN CAMERA)

10. COORDINATORS’ MEETING

(IN CAMERA)
17H30 - 18H30

11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING(S)

The next meetings of the Committee on Budgetary
Control will take place in Brussels on:

 4 November 2013, 15.00 – 18.30
 5 November 2013, 9.00 – 12.30


