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CHAIR'S WELCOME 
 

The next meeting of the 
ENVI Committee takes 
place on 10 October 
20131 in Strasbourg. 
During this short 
meeting the Committee 
will adopt its position to 
the upcoming UN 
Climate Change 
Conference; and will 

hold a discussion on the 2012-2020 e-Health Action Plan, 
as well as the management of expenditure related to the 
food chain. The Committee will meet again for another 
short, but packed meeting the week after in Brussels. 

I would also like to invite you to a hearing the Committee 
has organised in the context of the ongoing legislative 
report on the regulation on official controls (“Controls 
and activities performed to ensure the application of 
food and feed law, rules on animal health and welfare, 
plant health, plant reproductive material, plant 
protection products”). The event is open to the public, 
and will take place in the afternoon of 14 October 2013, in 
Brussels. You will find the agenda and further details on 
the ENVI website.  

Matthias Groote 

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE NEXT MEETING 
 

2013 United Nations Climate Change Conference - COP 19 / 
CMP 9 - Warsaw, 11-22 November 2013 
Adoption of motion for a resolution 

The 19th Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (COP 19 UNFCCC) will be 
held from 11 - 22 November 2013, in Warsaw, Poland. 

To prepare Parliament’s position in advance of the 
Conference, ENVI will adopt a motion for a resolution 
which then will be considered by the plenary during the 
October-II session. The draft resolution addresses inter 
alia the following key issues:  

-the framework, design and pathway towards the global 
climate agreement due to be concluded in 2015; 

- an increase in pre-2020 ambition levels; and  

                                                      
1
 This draft agenda is subject to changes. The final agenda will 

be adopted at the beginning of the meeting. 

- the implementation of previous COP decisions and 
agreements, particularly in the areas of climate finance 
and adaptation. 

 
Co-sponsors: Groote (S&D), Florenz (EPP), Jørgensen (S&D), 
Lepage (ALDE), Eickhout (Greens/EFA), Wils (GUE/NGL) 

 

eHealth Action Plan 2012-2020 - Innovative healthcare for 
the 21st century 
Consideration of draft report 

Although access to high 
quality healthcare is 
recognized as a 
fundamental right, health 
systems within the EU are 
facing major challenges. 
This is due to the ageing of 
the population, the impact 
of chronic diseases, the 
mobility of patients and 
healthcare professionals, heightened public expectations 
on the quality of healthcare, and increasingly tight 
healthcare budgets. eHealth, which is about 
telemedicine, provides a way of improving access to 
healthcare services for people living in remote and 
sparsely populated areas, but also of improving working 
conditions, reducing waiting times and, most 
importantly, of helping to ensure the provision of 
reliable, effective and high quality healthcare. Technical 
standards, interoperability, and EU-wide certification and 
authentication systems are needed to enable doctors and 
healthcare service providers to work together.  

The EU’s first eHealth Action Plan was put in place in 
2004; it was strengthened further by the adoption of the 
2011 Directive on the Application of Patients' Rights in 
Cross Border Healthcare which established the eHealth 
Network. The new eHealth Action Plan is now the next 
step to remove the remaining barriers. 

The Rapporteur urges the Commission to continue 
working towards the wholesale adoption of eHealth 
throughout the EU. She emphasises the need to ensure 
the technical standardisation and interoperability of EU 
healthcare systems, and makes recommendations in the 
domains of training of healthcare professionals, research 
on eHealth, cooperation amongst Member States, and 
legal and data protection. 
 
Rapporteur:  Ayuso (EPP)  Procedure file  
Shadows: Tănăsescu (S&D), Parvanova (ALDE), Evans 
(Greens/EFA), Nicholson (ECR), Anderson (GUE/NGL) 
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Management of expenditure relating to the food chain, 
animal health and animal welfare, and relating to plant 
health and plant reproductive material 
Consideration of draft opinion 

The legislation 
supports actions taken 
by the EU and 
Members States to 
cover co-funding of 
expenditures for 
animal health 
(emergency measures 

and programmes for eradication, diseases and 
zoonoses), plant health (emergency measures and 
control of pests) and official controls on animals and 
plants. It has a budget of EUR 1891,936 million for the 
period 2014 – 2020. 

The ENVI Rapporteur for opinion endorses the legislative 
proposal, and strengthens it further by 

- integrating lists of diseases qualifying for EU co-funding 
into an annex of the basic act; 

- extending the category of costs eligible for EU co-
financing; and  

- modifying dates by which Member States have to notify 
their annual programmes and costs incurred to the 
Commission.  

Rapporteur:   Bonanini (NI)    Procedure file  
Shadows: Schnellhardt (EPP), Pirillo (S&D), Paulsen (ALDE) 
Hassi (Greens/EFA), Nicholson (ECR) 

RECENTLY ADOPTED IN COMMITTEE  
 Report by Dagmar Roth-Behrendt on medical 

devices; 

 Report by Peter Liese on In-vitro diagnostic 
medical devices;  

 Report by Oreste Rossi on patient safety; 

 Report by Karin Kadenbach on Eco-innovation; 

 Motion for resolution on health claims made on 
foods – carbohydrates; 

 Motion for resolution on official controls on 
products of animal origin intended for human 
consumption. 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pa/1005/1005138/1005138en.pdf
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NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 
European Environment Agency (EEA)  

The EEA has published data on the 
production, import and export of 
fluorinated gases (F-gases). More  

 

 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 
ECHA published a research report on 
the substitution costs of hazardous 
chemicals. More  

 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC) 

ECDC published monitoring reports on the 
implementation of the Dublin Declaration; the 
series of altogether 10 reports has now been 

completed by new thematic reports and evidence briefs 
on the EU's response to the HIV epidemic. More

 

 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 
 On the occasion of World Rabies Day 
(28 September), EFSA took the 
opportunity to highlight that 
although the number of rabies cases 

in animals continued to decrease according to the 2011 
annual report on zoonoses and food-borne outbreaks in 
the European Union, rabies remains one of the 10 
zoonotic diseases monitored by EFSA and ECDC. More 

 

European Medicines Agency (EMA)  
 

The European Medicines 
Agency has published the first 
overview listing the 
recommendations stemming 
from the assessment of safety 

signals by the Pharmacovigilance Risk Assessment 
Committee (PRAC). More 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the editor 
European Parliament, Directorate General for Internal Policies of the Union, Secretariat of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food 
Safety - Responsible administrators: Zsuzsanna Laky, Jozef Duch; Responsible assistants: Irena Aramina, Marie-Christine Della Faille 

Legal disclaimer   
The items contained herein are drafted by the ENVI Secretariat and are provided for general information purposes only. The content is indicative and 
subject to changes.  The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official 
position of the European Parliament. The Newsletter may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The ENVI 
Secretariat does not necessarily endorse the views expressed on these websites. 

Subscription 
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"newsletter" to: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu  To sign up for ENVI committee press releases or for media 
enquiries, write to envi-press@europarl.europa.eu 

Watch online 
Watch the Committee meeting live on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. Past meetings are available via the EP Live 
multimedia library and you can also download the extracts of speeches. 

Do you need more information? 
Contact the ENVI Secretariat: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or visit the website of the ENVI Committee.  

Next meeting of the ENVI Committee 
14 October 2013, in Brussels 
See the 2013 meeting calendar and the 2014 meeting calendar for further dates. 
 
Further information sources 
The EP Library regularly prepares briefings which summarise published, quality information related to topical 
subjects. Find the latest updates via the links briefings and blog. The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, 
information notes, and workshop proceedings.  
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