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Cloud computing - European standards and leadership needed 
 
To make full use of the potential of cloud computing, it should be easier to switch operator and 
there should be more information on possible risks when storing, processing and using 
data on remotely located computers accessed over the internet, the Industry committee says, 
adopting its opinion on an EU strategy for cloud computing. 

 
In today's "jungle of standards", it is difficult to change from one system to another and to make 
different systems interact with each other. The Commission should therefore take the lead in 
promoting standards and specifications supporting privacy friendly, reliable, highly interoperable, 
secure and energy-efficient cloud services as an integral part of a future European industrial 
policy, says the report, drafted by Pilar del CASTILLO VERA (EPP,ES). 
 
The "lock-in effect" (when the user is obliged to stay with one provider because it is too difficult to 
move to another) can have competitive disadvantages, MEPs say, adding that this can be dealt 
with through reasonable standardisation measures and better transparency on intellectual 
property licensing agreements. 
 
Since the cloud also brings risks to users, especially when they deal with sensitive data, and the 
users need to be aware of those risks and since the authorities of the country where cloud 
processing is done can have access to the data, MEPs ask the Commission to take this into 
account when issuing proposals and recommendations regarding cloud computing. 
 
Next steps 
The report is not legally binding, but is parliament's formal reaction to the cloud computing 
strategy adopted by the Commission in September 2012. The whole Parliament will vote on the 
report during its 18-21 November plenary.  
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