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Thursday 5 September 2013
From 09.00 to 12.30
Room ASP 3G3

In the Chair: Alain Lamassoure, Chairman

1. Adoption of agenda

2. Chairman's announcements

2.1.    Languages available

Available : BG, CS, DA, DE, EN, ES, FR, HU, IT, LV, 
NL, PL, PT, SV, RO, SK

Not available : EL, LT, MT, SL

2.2.   Webstreaming

Members are informed that this BUDG meeting will be 
webstreamed (apart from Coordinators' meeting) on the
following link: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/wps-
europarl-internet/frd/live/live-program?language=en

Please be aware that each time a speaker activates the
microphone to make an intervention the camera will 
be automatically directed to the speaker.

2.3.   Other announcements

The latest implementation and "RAL" figures of 
the 2013 Budget are now available at the following
Intranet link:

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/cms/po
ldeptd/pid/2303

3.  Approval of minutes of meetings of

 26.06.2013

 27.06.2013

 01.07.2013

 11.07.2013

COMMITTEE ON
BUDGETS
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MFF 2014 - 2020

4.   Multiannual Financial Framework
      for the years 214-2020

5.  Interinstitutional Agreement between
    the E.P. the Council and the 
    Commission on cooperation in 
    budgetary matters and on sound 
    financial management

Rapporteurs: I. Kalfin / JL. Dehaene 

 Exchange of views 

Following the political agreement on the next multian-
nual financial framework (MFF) reached on 27 June at 
the level of the Presidents of the three institutions, Par-
liament adopted on 3 July a resolution which endorsed 
by a clear majority the outcome of these negotiations, 
pending certain conditions, including a political agree-
ment on the relevant legal bases, especially on elements 
that are also reflected in the MFF Regulation (MFFR), 
and the respect of Council's commitment to adopt fur-
ther amending budgets to avoid any shortfall in payment 
appropriations during the current year.

Since then, the official referral was made by Council on 
22 July, in which Parliament was requested to take a 
formal position on the following:
- consent on Council's draft MFFR,
- approval of the draft Interinstitutional agreement,
- and approval of the draft joint declarations.

The Rapporteurs will present their draft opinion on the 
IIA (AFCO responsible committee) and their draft rec-
ommendation to Plenary on the MFFR, following which 
an exchange of views may take place between BUDG 
Members.

Calendar:

Date Body Event

5 Sept. BUDG Pres.of draft recommendation 
(MFFR) and opinion (IIA)

6 Sept.-12.00 BUDG Deadline for AMs
11 Sept. BUDG Vote
17 Sept. AFCO Vote on IIA
October (tbc) Plenary Vote on MFFR and IIA

Budget 2014

6.  General Budget of the European 
     Union for the financial year 2014 –
     All sections

Co-Rapporteurs: A. Jensen, M. Hohlmeier

   Exchange of views 

The General Rapporteur for Budget 2014 – Section III, 
Anne Jensen, will present her working document on the 
Council's position.

It aims to serve as a basis for analyzing the Council's 
cuts and to developing a strategy for the Parliament's 
reading due on 23 October.

BUDG vote on the amendments received by Commit-
tees, Groups and individual Members is scheduled for 2-
3 October and the Resolution accompanying the reading 
is to be voted in an extraordinary meeting on 9 October 
in Strasbourg. The plenary vote is scheduled for 23 Oc-
tober.

BUDG Members will also be able to hear from the two
rapporteurs, Anne Jensen and Monika Hohlmeier, about 
the budgetary trilogue that took place on 3 September. 
As a reminder this meeting was to replace the one usual-
ly held in July.
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Budget 2013

7. Draft Amending Budget n° 6/2013

Rapporteur: G. La Via

   Exchange of views 

The BUDG committee will proceed to a first exchange 
of views on DAB 6/2012, which was adopted by the 
Commission on 10 July. It is related to the following: 

-   a revision of the forecast of Traditional Own Re-
sources (TOR, i.e. customs duties and sugar sector 
levies), VAT and GNI bases, the budgeting of the 
relevant UK corrections as well as their financing 
and revision of financing of GNI reductions in favor
of the Netherlands and Sweden in 2013, resulting in 
a change in the distribution between Member States 
of their own resources contributions to the EU 
budget,

–   a revision of the forecast of other revenue, arising 
from the fine of 561 million EUR imposed on Mi-
crosoft (and already paid on 5 June 2013),

-    the creation of the necessary budget structure to ac-
commodate the creation of the Union trust funds 
foreseen in Art 187 of the Financial Regulation.

The calendar for the Council's position is not available 
yet but due to the eight-week deadline for the National 
Parliaments it cannot be expected before 11 September.

The Rapporteur will report back to the committee any 
additional information deriving from the discussion on 
this point emerged during the trilogue of 3 September.

8. Draft Amending Budget n° 7/2013

Rapporteur: G. La Via

   Exchange of views 

A first exchange of views will take place on DAB 
7/2013, which the Commission adopted on 27 July. 

It concerns the increase of commitment appropriations 
by 150 million EUR in Heading 1b for the year 2013 in 
order to address certain issues resulting from the out-
come of the MFF negotiations in favor of France, Italy 
and Spain.

The submission of this DAB is presented as an answer 
to the request made by the European Council of June of 
immediate actions to be taken before the start of the 
new programming period to tackle youth unemploy-
ment in these Member States.

The Commission proposes to increase the European 
Social Fund for 2013 as follows:

Budget 
line

Heading 1b CA (EUR)

04 02 17 ESF - Convergence 16 683 215
04 02 19 ESF - Regional competi-

tiveness and employment
133 316 785

Total 150 000 000

The total amount would be covered by:

- the available margin under Heading 1b (15.95 Mio
  EUR)

- the Flexibility instrument to be mobilized for the 
  remaining amount of 134.05 mio EUR on top of the

MFF ceilings, according to point 27 of the current 
IIA.

As regards the calendar, a position from the Council is 
to be expected only after 26 September.

The Rapporteur will report back to the committee any 
additional information deriving from the discussion on 
this point emerged during the trilogue of 3 September.

9.  Mobilisation of the Flexibility 
     Instrument to complement the 
     financing in the general budget of the
   EU for 2013 towards the financing of
   the European Social Fund to increase
    allocations to France, Italy and Spain

Rapporteur: to be appointed

   Exchange of views 
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In parallel to the presentation of DAB 7/2013 a pro-
posal for decision of mobilisation of the Flexibility in-
strument was submitted by the Commission to the 
budgetary authority. According to point 3 of the current 
IIA it is to be adopted by qualified majority by the 
Council and by a majority of its members and 3/5 of the 
votes cast by the Parliament.

10. Location of the seats of the 
     European Union’s Institutions

Rapporteur: A. Alvaro

   Exchange of views 

The Committee will have a second exchange of views of 
the Rapporteur's draft opinion and the proposed 
amendments to the AFCO INI report on the location 
of the seats of the European Institutions.

In his opinion the Rapporteur asks the Administration 
for an analysis of the savings that could be made if Par-
liament had only one place of work which should in-
clude not only structural costs (buildings, maintenance, 
security, insurance, energy, environmental impact, travel, 
logistics, restaurants, etc.) but also ancillary costs. 

Finally the Rapporteur concludes that Parliament would 
be more effective and cost-efficient if it were located in 
a single place and therefore recommends proposing 
Treaty changes under Article 48 of the TEU. 

Calendar:

Date Body Event

11 July BUDG Presentation of draft opinion
16 July noon BUDG Deadline for AMs
5 September BUDG Vote
October
(tbc)

AFCO Vote

This point will be postponed

11.  Macro-financial assistance to the
     Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan

Rapporteur: N. Neynsky

   Exchange of views 

The rapporteur for BUDG opinion on INTA's report 
on the Marco-financial assistance to the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan, Ms Neynsky (EPP) will present her 
draft. In her opinion, the rapporteur puts an emphasis 
on improving the climate for SMEs in Jordan, as well as 
structural reforms aimed at supporting sustainable and 
inclusive growth,   employment creation and fiscal con-
solidation. 

The deadline for amendments is fixed for 18 September 
at noon and the draft opinion will have the following 
calendar:

Date Body Event

5 Sept. BUDG Exchange of views
18 Sept. - 12.00 BUDG Deadline for AMs
3 Oct. BUDG Vote
14 Oct. INTA Vote
October II Plenary Vote

12.   Amendment of Regulation (EU) 
       No 912/2010 setting up the 
       European GNSS Agency

Rapporteur: J. Haug

   Exchange of views 

BUDG will hold an exchange of view on the draft opin-
ion of Jutta Haug (S&D) to the ITRE report on the 
Commission proposal for amending the GSA regula-
tion.  From a budgetary perspective most relevant are 
the changes proposed to the legislative financial state-
ment to reflect the new tasks for GSA deriving from the 
future GNSS regulation (Regulation on the implementa-
tion and exploitation of European satellite navigation 
systems; COM (2011) 814). In view of the reductions 
agreed for the next MFF, the Rapporteur is seriously 
concerned about the cuts for GSA and requests the
Commission to present an explanation as to how the 
Agency shall fulfill its tasks in the future. The Rappor-
teur also addresses problems the Agency is facing with 
regard to European Schools and the correction coeffi-
cient applied to GSA's staff.
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Calendar:

Date Body Event

5 Sept BUDG Exchange of views 
6 Sept -17.00 BUDG Deadline AM
26 Sept BUDG Vote in BUDG
14 Oct ITRE Vote in Committee
tbc Plenary Vote

13.  Transitional provisions regarding
      the regulations on Direct payments, 
       Rural development and Financing,
      monitoring and management of the
      CAP

Rapporteur: G. La Via

   Exchange of views 

The regulation only implements the Commission pro-
posals on the MFF and the CAP reform for financial 
year 2015 taking into account the European Council 
conclusions of 8 February 2013. It incorporates the ex-
ternal convergence of the direct payments, the flexibility 
between the CAP pillars and the co-financing rate for 
rural development. The new elements arising from the 
European Council conclusions are put within square 
brackets pending the final agreement on the MFF. 

This draft regulation uses for direct payments the fig-
ures of the European Council conclusions of 8 February 
201, which compared to the Commission proposal lead 
to a reduction of EUR 830 million (in current prices) in 
financial year 2015 (corresponding to claim year 2014 
for direct payments). The distribution of direct pay-
ments ceilings among Member States takes account of 
the external convergence as it should start from financial 
year 2015. Compared to the Commission proposal, the 
European Council conclusions modify the timeframe of 
the convergence (6 years) and add a minimum of 196 
EUR/ha to be reached by financial year 2020. 

Flexibility between pillars (e.g. moving funds between 
the two pillars) is increased according to the European 
Council conclusions. However, this will be budgetary 
neutral as exactly the same amounts reduced from one 
Fund (EAGF or EAFRD) will be made available to the 

other Fund (EAGF or EAFRD). As regards rural devel-
opment, the regulation aims to ensure the continuity of 
a number of measures involving multiannual commit-
ments. Those provisions have no financial impact as the 
rural development allocation remains unchanged. How-
ever, the distribution over time of the payments might 
be slightly different than otherwise but it cannot be 
quantified at this stage.

This draft regulation has so far not reflected the Euro-
pean Parliament's position on the MFF.

Calendar:

5 Sept BUDG exchange of view 
9 Sept - 18:00 Deadline for AMs 
26 Sept BUDG vote
30 Sept AGRI vote

Voting time

14.  Draft Amending Budget n° 2/2013

Rapporteur: G. La Via

   Consideration and adoption 

15 amendments have been tabled to this draft report, 
basically aimed to put it up-to-date with the political 
agreement reached on DAB 2 in the framework of the 
MFF negotiations. The Rapporteur proposes according-
ly to adopt Council's position unamended, which re-
flects the agreement reached, i.e. the adoption of a first 
tranche of payments for 7.3 billion EUR.

The formal commitment by the Council to ensure the 
coverage also of the second tranche (3.9 billion EUR) 
remains a pre-condition for the Parliament to grant its 
consent to the MFF package or to adopt the Budget for 
2014.
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Calendar :

Date Body Event

7 May BUDG Indicative political vote
30 May BUDG Exchange of views
27 June BUDG Exchange of views
11 July BUDG Consideration of draft report
16 July, 12.00 BUDG Deadline for amendments
5 Sept. BUDG Vote 
Sept. Plenary Vote 

15.  Draft Amending Budget n° 3/2013

Rapporteur: G. La Via

   Consideration and adoption 

The committee will vote on the draft report on DAB 
3/2013, by which the annual surplus in the previous 
year's budget is given back to the Member States, pro-
portionally reducing their GNI contribution. 

The Rapporteur's proposal is to adopt the Council's po-
sition on this amending budget without amendments, in 
line with the original Commission's proposal. 

Since the adoption of DAB 3 partially alleviates the ad-
ditional burden that DAB 2 may constitute for the na-
tional budgets, the BUDG committee considered the 
two Amending budgets as politically interlinked and to 
be adopted at the same time.

Calendar :

Date Body Event

7 May BUDG Indicative political vote
30 May BUDG Exchange of views
27 June BUDG Exchange of views
11 July BUDG Consideration of draft report
16 July, 12.00 BUDG Deadline for amendments
5 Sept. BUDG Vote 
Sept. Plenary Vote 

16.  Draft Amending Budget n°4/2013

Rapporteur: G. La Via and D. Vaughan

   Consideration and adoption 

The committee will vote on the draft report on DAB 4, 
which the Commission adopted on 29 April to reinforce 
the establishment plans of the GNSS decentralised 
agency, of the Education, Audiovisual and Culture ex-
ecutive agency (EACEA) and of the Court of Justice.   

The Commission's proposal is budgetary neutral.

Two amendments have been tabled to this draft report.

Calendar :

Date Body Event

30 May BUDG Exchange of views
11 July BUDG Consideration of draft report 
16 July, 12.00 BUDG deadline for amendments
5 Sept. BUDG Vote 
Sept. Plenary Vote 

17.  Draft Amending Budget n° 5/2013

Rapporteur: G. La Via

   Consideration and adoption 

The committee will express its vote on the mobilization
of the EU Solidarity fund in favour of Croatia, Slovenia 
and Austria following the disasters caused by the intense 
rainfalls and consequent floods in autumn 2012 which 
affected large parts of these countries.

Given the political importance of this DAB, in its meet-
ing of 27 June the committee already expressed its sup-
port towards the Commission's proposal through a po-
litical vote. On 9 July the Council confirmed such a 
proposal without modifications.

Provisional calendar :

Date Body Event

27 June BUDG Indicative political vote
11 July BUDG Consideration of draft report 
16 July, 12.00 BUDG deadline for amendments
5 Sept. BUDG Vote 
Sept. Plenary Vote 
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18.  Mobilisation of the EU Solidarity
       Fund : flooding in Slovenia, Croatia
       and Austria in autumn 2012

Rapporteur: J.M. Fernandes

   Consideration and adoption 

The committee will vote on Mr Fernandes' draft report 
concerning a Commission proposal to mobilize the EU 
Solidarity Fund in favour of Slovenia, Croatia and Aus-
tria for a total amount of EUR 14 607 942. The Rappor-
teur recommends the approval of the Commission pro-
posal.

The Commission has presented Draft Amending Budget 
(DAB) No 5 for the year 2013 covering the mobilisation 
of the EU Solidarity Fund for the above mentioned 
amount of EUR 14 607 942. 

No amendments were received within the deadline. 

Calendar:

Date Body Event

16 May BUDG First discussion 
11 July BUDG Presentation of draft report
16 July noon BUDG Deadline for AMs
5 September BUDG Vote
September (tbc) Plenary Vote

19. Location of the seats of the 
     European Union’s Institutions

Rapporteur: A. Alvaro

   Consideration and adoption

The Committee will vote on the Rapporteur's draft 
opinion and the proposed amendments to the AFCO 
INI report on the location of the seats of the European 
Institutions.

43 amendments were received within the deadline. 

Calendar:

Date Body Event

11 July BUDG Presentation of draft opinion
16 July noon BUDG Deadline for AMs
5 September BUDG Vote
October
(tbc)

AFCO Vote

This point is postponed

20.  Protocol between the EU and the
       Republic of Côte d’Ivoire setting out
      the fishing opportunities and finan-
       cial contribution provided for in the 
       Fisheries Partnership Agreement 
       between the two Parties currently in
    force

Rapporteur: F. Alfonsi

   Consideration and adoption

The EU negotiates a new fisheries agreement with the 
Republic of Cote d'Ivoire. The main aim of the protocol 
to the agreement is to provide fishing opportunites for 
EU vessels in the waters of the Republic of Cote d'Iv-
oire. The new protocol covers a period of five years 
from 1 July 2013 and provides for a total financial con-
tribution of EUR 3 585 000.

No amendment has been tabled.

Provisional calendar :
  
27 June BUDG exchange of view 
2 July – 12.00 Beadline for AMs 
5 Sept. BUDG vote
17 Oct. PECH vote

21.  Multiannual funding of the 
      European Maritime Safety Agency in
    the field of response to pollution
    caused by ships and to marine 
      pollution caused by oil and gas 
      installations
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Rapporteur: J. Haug

   Consideration and adoption

BUDG will vote on the draft opinion of Jutta Haug 
(S&D) to the TRAN report on the Commission pro-
posal for a new multiannual funding for the actions of 
the European Maritime Safety Agency. 

The Rapporteur is in favour of such a funding for the 
period of the next MFF, but doubts the figures present-
ed by the Commission. As EMSA's tasks have been ex-
tended by the legislative authority as has the geograph-
ical scope of its activities, the figures proposed do not 
seem to be sufficient. 

In line with the lead committee's Rapporteur, Ms Haug 
proposes a compromise between the Commission's fig-
ures and the initial agency request which was 37.5 mil-
lion above the Commission proposal.

The Rapporteur tabled 3 amendments to the Commis-
sion proposal. No further amendments had been tabled 
within the deadline of 24 June. The vote had initially 
been foreseen for 11 July and was postponed upon re-
quest of the EPP.

Calendar:

Date Body Event

20 June BUDG Exchange of views 
24 June-10.00 BUDG Deadline AM
5 Sept BUDG Vote in BUDG
17 Sept TRAN Vote in Committee
tbc Plenary Vote

22.  Budget 2013 - Section III

Rapporteur: G. La Via

 DEC 13/2013

 Any transfer request

The committee will vote on the transfer needed to fi-
nance the new Fisheries Partnership Agreement be-
tween the EU and the Republic of Cote d'Ivoire. The 
overall amount requested is 680.000 EUR to be trans-

ferred from the reserve line 40 02 41 to the operational 
line 11 03 01 (see details in the meeting documents).

23.  Budget 2013 – Other Sections

Rapporteur: D. Vaughan

 Any transfer requests

The European Parliament elected a new Ombudsman
on 3 July 2013. The new Ombudsman will take her du-
ties on 1 October 2013. There are allowances and reim-
bursements to be paid to the outgoing as well as to the 
new Ombudsman. Although no provision was made for 
this change in its 2013 budget, the Ombudsman does 
not propose an Amending budget, but transfers under 
Article 25 of the Financial Regulation of existing 2013 
appropriations instead, from various lines in its budget, 
(see details in the meeting documents). 

The European Data Protection Supervisor informed the 
EP of its intention to make a transfer of 2013 appropri-
ations for a total of 240.000 EUR.

Taking into account implementation trends until now of 
three of its budgetary lines (related to staff), the EDPS 
estimates that those appropriations will not be used en-
tirely by the end of the year and some can be transferred 
to the "Contract staff" line (currently providing only for 
staff already in place), to hire contract or interim staff 
that will do temporary replacements or fill posts for 
which recruitment was unsuccessful. Given its size the 
institution has no margin for manoeuvre here (see de-
tails in the meeting documents).

24.  Buildings policy

Rapporteur: M. Hohlmeier

 Any transfer request

End of voting time
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25.  Reporting on the work of the Joint
       Working Group Bureau / BUDG

Chair of BUDG delegation: G. Lyon

   Exchange of views 

Delegation Members may report from the JWG meeting 
of 4 September.

26.   Any other business

27.  Next meetings

 11 September - 09.00-12.30 and 15.00-18.30


