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CHAIR'S WELCOME 
 

The next meeting of the 
ENVI Committee takes 
place on 17 October 
20131 in Brussels. Food 
issues dominate the 
agenda this time, 
including the 
consideration of 
legislative amendments 
to the Honey Directive, 

an own-initiative report on food fraud, and a discussion 
on health claims procedures. ENVI will hold another short 
but busy meeting the week after in Strasbourg. 

I would also like to draw your attention to the UN World 
Food Day (16 October); this year the focus is on the 
sustainability of food systems. Visit the dedicated 
website for more information, background papers and 
webcasts. 

Matthias Groote 

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE NEXT MEETING 
Amendment of Regulation (EU) No 528/2012 concerning 
the making available on the market and use of biocidal 
products 
Vote on draft report 

Regulation (EU) No 528/2012 concerning the making 
available on the market and use of biocidal products was 
adopted in 2012. The Biocidal Products Regulation 
substantially revised the existing legislation through the 
harmonisation of the rules on the making available on 
the market and the use of biocidal products, whilst 
ensuring a high level of protection of both human and 
animal health and the environment.  

Since its adoption, the Commission has identified a 
number of technical errors and unintended 
consequences in the Regulation, particularly as regards 
the transitional provisions in Articles 94 and 95. It has 
therefore adopted this amending proposal in order to 
make the necessary corrections and clarifications as soon 
as possible given the application of the Regulation as of 1 
September 2013.  

In order to provide the necessary legal clarity and 
certainty to Member States, industry and the general 
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 This draft agenda is subject to changes. The final agenda will 

be adopted at the beginning of the meeting. 

public, the Rapporteur therefore supports the 
Commission proposal. The draft report contains a 
number of further technical amendments aiming to 
clarify the text. These concern a clarification on the 
meaning of "processing aids", consistency with the 
legislation on classification, labelling and packaging of 
substances and mixtures and various corrections to 
cross-references and improvements to the drafting of 
the text.  

There are 53 amendments in total and one compromise 
amendment concerning the budgetary arrangements 
applicable to the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA).  

Rapporteur: Groote (S&D)  Procedure file  
Shadows: Klass(EPP), Lepage (ALDE), Rivasi (Greens/EFA), 
Girling (ECR), Wils (GUE/NGL) 

 

Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and 
International Lakes 
Vote on draft report 

On 24 April 2013, the 
Commission published a 
proposal for a Council 
Decision to accept the 
Amendment to Articles 
25 and 26 of the UNECE 
Convention on the 
Protection and Use of 
Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes 
(the "Helsinki Convention"). 

The Convention aims at establishing a framework for 
bilateral or multilateral cooperation to prevent and 
control the pollution of transboundary watercourses and 
the rational use of water by countries of the United 
Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE). The 
EU is a Party to the Convention since 1995. 

In 2003, Parties to the Convention expressed the wish to 
allow countries situated outside of the UNECE region to 
become Parties to this Convention in order to promote 
river basin cooperation throughout the world. The 
amendment entered into force for those Parties who had 
formally accepted it this February. The EU is currently 
one of a few remaining Parties not having formally 
accepted the amendment yet. The formal acceptance of 
the Amendment to Articles 25 and 26 requires, under 
Article 218(6) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the 
European Union, the consent of the European 
Parliament. 

The Rapporteur recommends that Parliament consents 
to the amendment to Articles 25 and 26 of the 
Convention in order to open the Convention globally and 
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enable accession of non UNECE countries willing to do 
so. 

Rapporteur:  Groote (S&D)  Procedure file  
Shadows: Auconie (EPP), Davies (ALDE), Hassi (Greens/EFA), 
Rosbach (ECR), Maštalka (GUE/NGL) 

 
Green Infrastructure (GI) - Enhancing Europe's 
Natural Capital 
Vote on motion for resolution 

The resolution calls for integrating Green Infrastructure 
(GI) into different policy areas like spatial planning;  
emphasises the contribution GI can make to achieve the 
2020 goals, in particular in the field of climate change; 
highlights the role of GI in preventing natural disasters 
like floods and restoring biodiversity; calls on the 
Commission to set technical standards according to 
which GI should be built and labelled, and to develop a 
Transeuropean Network of Green Infrastructure (TEN- G). 

70 amendments have been tabled, and one technical 
compromise has been agreed between the political 
groups. 

Co-sponsors:  Tatarella (EPP), Estrela  (S&D), Gerbrandy (ALDE), 
Bélier (Greens/EFA), Rosbach (ECR), Liotard (GUE/NGL) 
 

Amendment to the fuel quality directive and the 
renewable energy directive (Indirect Land Use Change) 
Vote on negotiating mandate 

Emissions from indirect land-use change (ILUC) can 
negate the greenhouse gas (GHG) savings of biofuels 
relative to fossil fuels. The Commission proposal amends 
the Fuel Quality Directive and Renewable Energies 
Directive with the aim to foster the transition to biofuels 
delivering substantial GHG savings including ILUC 
emissions while protecting existing investments.  

The Parliament adopted its first reading position on this 
proposal on 11 September 2013 with 552/126/21 votes. The 
Rapporteur has received indications from the Presidency 
that the Council would be favourable to “early second 
reading” negotiations with the Parliament with a view to 
the conclusion of the file prior to the elections in 2014. 
The Rapporteur therefore wishes to ask the Committee 
for a negotiation mandate, pursuant to Rule 70 of 
Parliament’s Rules of Procedure.  
 
Rapporteur:  Lepage (ALDE)    Procedure file  
Shadows: Klass(EPP), Arsenis (S&D), Eickhout (Greens/EFA), 
Girling (ECR), Wils (GUE/NGL), Cymanski (EFD) 

 
 
Amendment of directive relating to honey 
Consideration of amendments 

The Commission proposed to amend Directive 
2001/110/EC relating to honey in order to align the 
existing Commission implementing powers with the 
provisions laid down in the Lisbon Treaty, and to clarify 
that pollen is not an ingredient but a constituent 

particular to honey.  

The Rapporteur in her draft report agrees with the 
Commission proposal and further clarifies that pollen is a 
constituent to honey. Furthermore, she is of the view 
that technical characteristics related to names, product 
descriptions and definitions, and composition criteria are 
all essential elements and as such should not be updated 
by delegated acts, but by ordinary legislative procedure. 

63 amendments have been 
tabled in the ENVI 
Committee. While most 
amendments are in line with 
the proposal by the 
Rapporteur on the delegated 
acts, some amendments 
propose to define pollen as 
an ingredient or provide a 
derogation for honey so that 
a list of ingredients would not be required. 

Rapporteur: Girling (ECR)       Procedure file 

Shadows:  Peterle (EPP), Tabajdi (S&D), Reimers (ALDE), Staes 
(Greens/EFA), Ferreira (GUE/NGL) 
 

The food crisis, fraud in the food chain and the control 
thereof 
Consideration of draft report 

The last few years saw numerous cases of fraudulent 
food labelling and other food frauds which impacted the 
EU food chain. Examples with egg powder entering the 
food chain without the necessary quality controls, road 
salt in foods and most recently the horse meat scandal, 
indicate that there might be a continued problem.  

Different types of food fraud include adulteration, 
substitution, tampering and counterfeiting. The 
complexity and cross-border character of the food chain, 
in combination with the predominant focus on food 
safety and the national character of controls and 
enforcement are often cited as contributing to a low risk 
of food fraud actually being detected. The economic gain 
of fraud is further enhanced by the often ineffective 
sanction regime due to relatively low sanctions and large 
differences between Member States’ practices.  

In her draft report the Rapporteur defines what 
constitutes food fraud; proposes to enhance the FVO’s 
role in detecting food fraud cases; suggests reviewing 
rules for intermediary labelling and reviewing traders; 
calls for encouraging private initiatives to set up anti-
fraud programmes, proposes to increase sanctions to at 
least double the amount of the economic advances 
sought through the food fraud and to withdraw 
registrations of food business operators in case of 
recidivism. 

Rapporteur:  De Lange (PPE)  Procedure file  
Shadows: Pargneaux (S&D), Lepage (ALDE), Staes (Greens/EFA), 
Girling (ECR), Anderson (GUE/NGL) 
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Exchange of views with Bernhard Url (Deputising EFSA 
Executive Director) and the Commission DG SANCO 
Exchange of views  

ENVI will debate with the representatives of EFSA and 
the Commission the functioning of the EFSA health 
claims authorisation system in general, and the proposed 
mechanism of a pre-submission consultation in particular. 

Pre-submission consultation would work in a way that 
that the applicant for a health claim would have the 
possibility to consult the EFSA Panel on Dietetic 
Products, Nutrition and Allergies (NDA) before the 
submitting the claim, in order to address outstanding 
questions about dossier.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RECENTLY ADOPTED IN COMMITTEE  
 Motion for resolution on 2013 United Nations 

Climate Change Conference - COP 19 / CMP 9 - 
Warsaw, 11-22 November 2013. 
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NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 
European Environment Agency (EEA)  

Around 90 % of city dwellers in the EU are 
exposed to one of the most damaging air 
pollutants at levels deemed harmful to 
health by the World Health Organisation. 

This result comes from the Agency’s latest assessment of 
air quality in Europe.  

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 

The Management Board of the Agency 
has adopted ECHA's Multi-Annual Work 
Programme for the period 2014-2018. 

 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 

On 3 October EFSA held a conference 
on Transparency in Risk Assessment. 
Does openness mean publishing all 
data? How should uncertainty be 

reflected in EFSA’s conclusions? And should more of 
EFSA’s scientific meetings be open to observers? More .  

 

European Medicines Agency (EMA)  
 

The EMA’s Pharmacovigilance 
Risk Assessment Committee 
(PRAC) has reviewed the risk 
of venous thromboembolism 
(VTE or blood clots in veins) 

with combined hormonal contraceptives (CHCs) and has 
concluded that the benefits of CHCs in preventing 
unwanted pregnancies continue to outweigh their risks. 
More 
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Legal disclaimer   
The items contained herein are drafted by the ENVI Secretariat and are provided for general information purposes only. The content is indicative and 
subject to changes.  The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official 
position of the European Parliament. The Newsletter may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The ENVI 
Secretariat does not necessarily endorse the views expressed on these websites. 

Subscription 
If you wish to receive the ENVI newsletter, please send an email with your contact details and the subject 
"newsletter" to: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu  To sign up for ENVI committee press releases or for media 
enquiries, write to envi-press@europarl.europa.eu 

Watch online 
Watch the Committee meeting live on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. Past meetings are available via the EP Live 
multimedia library and you can also download the extracts of speeches. 

Do you need more information? 
Contact the ENVI Secretariat: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or visit the website of the ENVI Committee.  

Next meeting of the ENVI Committee 
24 October 2013, in Strasbourg 
See the 2013 meeting calendar and the 2014 meeting calendar for further dates. 
 
Further information sources 
The EP Library regularly prepares briefings which summarise published, quality information related to topical 
subjects. Find the latest updates via the links briefings and blog. The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, 
information notes, and workshop proceedings.  

http://www.eea.europa.eu/
http://www.eea.europa.eu/media/newsreleases/air-pollution-still-causing-harm?&utm_campaign=air-pollution-still-causing-harm&utm_medium=email&utm_source=EEASubscriptions
http://echa.europa.eu/
http://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/13608/final_mb_38_2013_mawp_2014-2018_en.pdf
http://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/13608/final_mb_38_2013_mawp_2014-2018_en.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/press/news/131015.htm
http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/home/Home_Page.jsp&mid=
http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/news_and_events/news/2013/10/news_detail_001916.jsp&mid=WC0b01ac058004d5c1
mailto:envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:envi-press@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/schedule/schedule
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/home.aspx
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/search
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/search
mailto:envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/ENVI/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/envi/calendar_2013.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/envi/calendar_2014.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegistreWeb/search/typedoc.htm?language=EN&&code_type_docu=BBRI&sortBy=datedocu&orderBy=1&currentPage=1
http://libraryeuroparl.wordpress.com/category/what-we-do/environment/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegistreWeb/search/simple.htm?language=EN&code_type_docu=EURETUDE&sortBy=datedocu&orderBy=1
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegistreWeb/search/typedoc.htm?code_type_docu=EURNOTE&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegistreWeb/search/typedoc.htm?language=EN&&code_type_docu=EURBRIEFN&sortBy=datedocu&orderBy=1&currentPage=1
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegistreWeb/search/typedoc.htm?code_type_docu=EURWORKS&language=EN

