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CHAIR'S WELCOME 
 

The next meeting of the 
ENVI Committee takes 
place on 24 October 
20131 in Strasbourg. 
During this short 
meeting the Committee 
will vote on two sets of 
oral questions: while the 
first one deals with 
compensation for 

ecological damage due to marine oil pollution, the other 
one focuses on how to tackle wildlife crime.  

Members will also vote on a draft opinion on maritime 
spatial planning and integrated coastal zone 
management in EU waters and coastal areas. The 
Committee will also discuss three newly proposed types 
of European environmental economic accounts, the 
functioning of the Copernicus Programme in the period 
2014-2020 and an objection to proposed EU criteria that 
would determine when recovered paper ceases to be 
waste. 

Matthias Groote 

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE NEXT MEETING 
Maritime spatial planning and integrated coastal 
management 
Vote on draft opinion 

Increased use of coastal and maritime areas as well as 
climate change effects, natural hazards, and erosion put 
pressure on coastal and marine resources. The 
Commission therefore proposed measures to promote 
the sustainable growth of maritime and coastal activities 
and the sustainable use of resources by establishing a 
framework for the effective implementation of maritime 
spatial planning in EU waters and integrated coastal 
management in the coastal areas of Member States. 

The Rapporteur supports the goals of the Commission 
proposal as an important step towards a "blue economy" 
for the sustainable development of EU coastal and 
marine areas. The proposed amendments are aimed at 
clarifying and strengthening the sustainable 
development goals, the protection of the environment 
and the conservation of natural resources, for instance 
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 This draft agenda is subject to changes. The final agenda will 

be adopted at the beginning of the meeting. 

through the inclusion of gas storage in the management 
plans, the correct management of sediments, and a more 
effective public participation. 

129 amendments were tabled, including 21 in the draft 
opinion. Four consolidated amendments have been 
negotiated. 
 
Rapporteur:  Pirillo (S&D)  Procedure file  
Shadows: Schnieber-Jastram (EPP), Lepage (ALDE), Chrysogelos 
(Greens/EFA), Girling (ECR) 

 

Compensation for ecological damage as a result of marine 
oil pollution 
Vote on questions for oral answer  

The ENVI 
Committee will 
vote on the 
adoption of 
two oral 
questions on 
the issue of 
compensation 
for ecological 
damage as a result of marine oil pollution. Both are linked 
to existing international agreements and concern inter 
alia the following issues: 

- whether the Council/Commission is considering 
promoting a revision of the  International Convention on 
Civil Liability for Oil Pollution Damage (CLC) and the 
International Oil Pollution Compensation Fund (IOPC) 
agreements so that these recognise pure ecological 
damage?  

- whether the Council/Commission is considering 
fostering facilitation of the IOPC’s 
compensation procedures? 

 

Wildlife crime 
Vote on question for oral answer and consideration of motion for 
resolution 

The wildlife 
crime has 
become a multi-
billion criminal 
business largely 
facilitated by 
the internet. 
The draft 
motion for 
resolution therefore calls for stricter action by the 
authorities to curb the traffic in wildlife crime and to 
prevent poaching. The EU is also asked to cooperate with 
worldwide organisations (i.a. Interpol CITES and the 
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World Customs Organization) dealing with this 
phenomenon.  

In the oral question the Commission is asked on what 
measures it is taking to combat wildlife crime and to 
strengthen the law enforcement willingness and 
capabilities at all levels both within the EU and in a global 
context. 
 
Co-rapporteur:   Jordan (EPP), Poc (S&D), Gerbrandy (ALDE),  
Bélier (Greens/EFA), Girling  (ECR), Liotard (GUE/NGL) 

 

European environmental economic accounts 
Consideration of draft report 

Two years ago the Parliament adopted a report which 
concerned the introduction of the three first 
environmental economic accounts. At that time the 
Parliament insisted on having a commitment from the 
Commission for the next accounts to be provided. 

The Commission therefore proposed to introduce three 
new accounts: environmental protection expenditure 
accounts, environmental goods and services sector 
accounts and energy flow accounts. The proposal is of a 
very technical statistical nature and is mainly a task for 
the Member States' statistical services. According to the 
Commission most of the necessary statistical data are 
already available but they need to be adjusted so as to 
meet the obligations set out in the Regulation. 

In her draft report the Rapporteur has opted for not 
touching the core elements of the proposal and basically 
postpones with one year some obligations for the 
Member States to transfer data to the Commission. 
 
Rapporteur: Antonescu (EPP)   Procedure file  
Shadows: Lyubcheva,(S&D),  Davies (ALDE), Chrysogelos 
(Greens/EFA), Bokros (ECR) 

 

Amending Directives in the fields of environment, 
agriculture, social policy and public health by reason of 
the change of status of Mayotte with regard to the Union 
Consideration of draft report 

As Mayotte has become 
outermost region within the 
context of the EU legislation, 
the Commission put forward a 
proposal taking on board the 
consequences of this change. 
The EU legislation should apply 
to this new status as of 1 

January 2014. As France is not able to fully apply Union 
law overnight, the main issue of the Commission 
proposal are the transitional dates. 

The rapporteur agrees basically with the content of the 
proposal to which he does not propose any amendment. 

Rapporteur:  Groote (S&D)  Procedure file  
Shadows: Franco (EPP), Lepage (ALDE), Hassi (Greens/EFA) 

Rosbach (ECR) 

 

Copernicus Programme 
Consideration of draft opinion 

Copernicus, the 
European Earth 

Observation 
Programme that 
follows on from the 
GMES programme, 
aims to provide a 
comprehensive access 
to earth observation 

data, in order to understand the dynamics of our planet’s 
environment and climate and to obtain critical 
information in the event of emergencies relating to 
natural disasters or humanitarian crises. Copernicus 
consists of a complex set of systems which collect data 
from artificial earth observation satellites and airborne, 
seaborne and ground-based installations. The 
Commission’s proposal ensures that Copernicus will be 
funded from 2014-2020, with a maximum level of 
commitments of EUR 3 786 million, and seeks to improve 
the definition of the aims of the programme and its 
governance. 

The Rapporteur supports the proposal and introduces 
amendments to, among others: improve the definitions 
of the atmosphere and climate change monitoring 
services; clarify that data from the “non-space” 
component should come also from remote sensing data 
from ground-based or seaborne facilities and airborne 
platforms; give a coordinating role to the EEA. The 
Rapporteur also believes that a more in-depth debate is 
needed on whether or not access to data should be free 
of charge, distinguishing between applications of public 
utility and commercial applications. 
 
Rapporteur: Gardini (EPP)   Procedure file  
Shadows: Prodi (S&D), Panayotov (ALDE) 
 

 
Establishment of criteria determining when recovered 
paper ceases to be waste under Directive 2008/98/EC of 
the European Parliament and of the Council 
Consideration of motion for resolution 

The objectors 
oppose a 
Commission draft 
measure which 
defines criteria 
determining when 
recovered paper 
ceases to be waste. 

Their objection is based on the grounds that it is not 
compatible with the aim and content of the basic act and 
in particular for the reason that the effects of the draft 
regulation risk undermining the viability of 
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manufacturing quality paper from recycled materials 
within the European Union, are contrary to the principles 
of the waste hierarchy, and, by promoting the export of 
paper waste neither respect EU law nor will be of net 
environmental benefit. 

Co-rapporteurs: Davies (ALDE), Seeber (EPP), Gardini (EPP), Rossi 

(EPP), McAvan (S&D), Hassi (Greens/EFA), Liotard (GUE/NGL)  
 

RECENTLY ADOPTED IN COMMITTEE  
 Report by Matthias Groote on amendment of 

Regulation (EU) No 528/2012 concerning the 
making available on the market and use of biocidal 
products; 

 Report by Matthias Groote on protection and use 
of transboundary watercourses and international 
lakes; 

 Motion for resolution on Green Infrastructure - 
Enhancing Europe's Natural Capital. 
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NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 
European Environment Agency (EEA)  

EU Member States are showing mixed 
progress towards three climate and energy 
targets for 2020, even though the EU as a 
whole could reduce greenhouse gases 

emissions by 21% in 2020 with the set of national 
measures already adopted. More  

 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 
The Biocidal Products Committee is 
now ready for business. The 
Committee prepares opinions of the 
ECHA related to several processes 

under the Biocidal Products Regulation. More  

 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC) 

ECDC informs on its website about the most 
recent developments regarding respiratory 
diseases (including MERS-CoV) and influenza 

within and even outside the EU. More

 

 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 

 
EFSA is hosting a workshop next year 
on “Data collection and information 
sharing in plant health” in order to 
explore the use of data in areas such 

as pest reporting, trade of plants, and emerging pests. 
Pre-registration is open until end of October. More 

 

European Medicines Agency (EMA)  
 

The EMA has published a 
report on sales of veterinary 
antimicrobial agents in Europe 
in 2011. The report is one of the 
main deliverables of the 

European Surveillance of Veterinary Antimicrobial 
Consumption (ESVAC) project based at the EMA. More 
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