
 

 

PRESS STATEMENT 

DELEGATION VISIT OF EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT’S SUBCOMMITTEE ON HUMAN RIGHTS TO SERBIA 

28-29 October 2013 

A delegation of the European Parliament’s Subcommittee on Human Rights, composed of Barbara 
Lochbihler (Chair of the Delegation, Greens/EFA Germany), and Laszlo Tokes (EPP/Romania), conducted a 
two-day visit to Serbia 28-29 October. The visit focused on Serbia’s human rights situation in order to 
assess the situation in the field of human rights before the accession.  

During this visit the Members met Mr Nebojsa Stefanović, Speaker of Parliament and Chairman of the 
Committee for Children's Rights, Mrs Suzana Paunović, Director of the Office for Human and Minority 
Rights, Saša Janković - Ombudsman, as well as the respective Committees in the Serbian Parliament. 
Members also visited a Roma settlement in Belgrade. Additionally, the delegation had several informative 
meetings with civil society and human rights groups and learned about the challenges of implementing 
legal provisions into praxis, in order to make a difference in the day-to-day life of Serbian Citizens. We 
regret that the Minister of Justice was not available for a discussion on the main challenges, such as the 
lack of real judicial independence. Today the Members will participate in the opening of "The First Regional 
Meeting of the Parliamentary Bodies in Charge of Man and Minority Rights and Gender Equality" organised 
by the Human and Minority Rights and Gender Equality Committee and the OSCE. They will then meet 
Chairs of National Minority Councils.  

The European Parliament will be actively involved in the process of accession, and its specialised sub-
committee will be monitoring Serbia's compliance with the EU in the field of human rights. Following the 
meetings, the Members of the delegation 

1. Welcome the green light for opening accession negotiations given by the European Council in June 
in recognition of the number of important milestones reached by Serbia in its advancement to the 
EU.  

2. Stress the importance of the Belgrade and Priština EU-facilitated agreement about normalising 
relations which only a few years ago could be deemed as unrealistic;  

3. Recall the Commission’s 2013 Progress Report on Serbia presented on 16 October, including the 
detailed description of the numerous challenges in human rights; welcome the ongoing exchanges 
in the framework of the positive agenda; 

4. Call for consistent implementation of laws on the protection of minorities throughout Serbia; 
welcome a decrease of  inter-ethnic tensions in the autonomous province of Vojvodina where 
minorities are generally well protected; stress the need for additional work in the Preševo Valley 
where ethnic Albanians are still underrepresented in public administration and companies and in 
the Sandžak area where the Bosniak community is present; regret that both the Preševo Valley and 
the Sandžak area continue to be amongst the poorest and most underdeveloped regions in Serbia; 



 

welcome a recent rapprochement on historical issues with neighbouring countries, especially with 
Hungary and Croatia, enhance an even greater recognition of the crimes committed by the 
government in the post-1945 era; endorse the solution adopted in the case of the Hungarian – 
Romanian settlement. 

5. Recognise that the Roma community in Serbia continues to face hardship, especially when living in 
informal settlements, and are the most discriminated against in the labour market, resulting in 
social exclusion and high unemployment rates; welcome the undoubted progress in the field of 
education, housing and healthcare, call on the government to continue implementing appropriate 
measures; underline the urgent need to improve living conditions as well as an access to the health 
care system. 

6. Call for the EU Member States to refrain from unconditional deportation of Roma children, who 
have already been successfully integrated into the educational system in these states. 

7. Stress the need for equal treatment of sexual minorities as, for the third consecutive year, the Pride 
Parade was banned on security grounds just before the 12- hour legal deadline lapsed; recall the EP 
disappointment and regret that there has been little if any vocal political support for the Pride 
Parade; remind that in neighbouring Montenegro, where the LGBTI community is facing similar 
problems, two Pride Parades did go ahead this year, therefore it should also be possible in Serbia. 

8. Welcome the setting up of an Interministerial Council for Gender Equality in April 2013, emphasise 
however that a lot remains to be done, notably to protect women against violence. Legislation 
needs to be fully implemented, in particular regarding the dismissal of pregnant women and 
women on maternity leave, sexual harassment and unequal pay and promotion opportunities; 
Recall the EP resolution of 21 May 2013 on women’s rights in the Balkan accession countries which 
draws attention to the situation of women in Serbia.  

9. Endorse closer cooperation with civil society and human rights organisations in Serbia which 
prepared a road map for accession in the field of human rights. 

10. Welcome the recent changes to the Criminal Code including the decriminalisation of defamation. 
While this is good news, progress on implementation is lacking, for instance regarding the media 
strategy and transparency in media ownership and financing. There are worrying reports of 
organised media campaigns against members of the opposition and others, in which details of 
investigations are leaked. 
 
The Delegation would like to thank all interlocutors with whom they met for a constructive 
discussion and is looking forward to observing progress in all areas of human rights over the next 
few months.   
 


