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CHAIR'S WELCOME 
 

The next meeting of the 
ENVI Committee takes 
place on 4-5 November 
20131 in Brussels. 
Members will vote on 
the result of the 
compromise reached 
with the Council and the 
Commission on the 
modalities for reaching 

the 2020 target to reduce emissions from new light 
commercial vehicles. The Committee will also vote on the 
draft report setting a strategy on plastic waste and on 
the objection to the proposed EU criteria determining 
when recovered paper ceases to be waste. 

The agenda of the meeting also contains debates on the 
issue of EMA fees, on an update of EU protective 
measures against pests of plants and on the 
simplification of the existing legislation on animal health. 
The Lithuanian Minister of Health will come to the 
Committee to discuss the current state of play of 
negotiations on proposed legislation in the area of health 
which are ongoing under the Lithuanian Presidency. 

 

Matthias Groote 

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE NEXT MEETING 
A European Strategy on Plastic Waste in the Environment 
Adoption of draft report 

The Commission’s 
Green Paper on a 
European Strategy 
on Plastic Waste 
launches a public 
consultation on 
policy challenges 

posed by plastic waste which are at present not 
addressed in the EU waste legislation. It looks into 
various aspects of how to improve the management of 
plastic waste through the application of the waste 
hierarchy to plastic waste management, targets, plastic 
recycling and voluntary initiatives; consumer behaviour; 
as well as initiatives at EU level and international actions.  

                                                      
1
 This draft agenda is subject to changes. The final agenda will 

be adopted at the beginning of the meeting. 

The Rapporteur in his draft report, among others, calls to 
revise the Packaging Directive by separating the waste 
norms from the product rules and standards. He stresses 
that the legislation should define: 

 specific targets for collection and sorting 
and mandatory criteria for recyclability 
(clarifying the distinctions between 
mechanical/organic recycling and 
recovery/incineration with  the aim of at least 
75 % of recycled plastic by 2020); 

 specific labelling of materials in order to 
inform consumers concerning their mechanical 
or organic recyclability;  

 and, criteria for the replacement of single-
use and short-lived plastic products by reusable 
and more durable materials. 

171 amendments were tabled in committee, and 12 
amendments are coming from the EMPL Committee. The 
Rapporteur is negotiating a set of compromise 
amendments with the Shadows. 

 
Rapporteur: Prodi (S&D)                         Procedure file  
Shadows: Antonescu (EPP), Panayotov (ALDE), Auken 
(Greens/EFA), Rosbach (ECR) 
 
 

Modalities for reaching the 2020 target to reduce CO2 
emissions from new light commercial vehicles 
Vote on the result of negotiations pursuant to Rule 70 
 

The Commission 
proposal of 11 July 2012 
aims to amend the 
existing Regulation 
(EU) No. 510/2011 to 
define the modalities 
for reaching the 2020 
target to reduce CO2 
emissions from new 
light commercial 
vehicles.  

After the adoption of the report in the ENVI Committee 
on 13 May, negotiations with the Council Presidency and 
the Commission took place.   
 

A provisional first reading agreement was reached in 
June 2013, and was confirmed by Coreper on 4 October 
2013. The main elements of the agreement are as follows: 
the 2020 target of  147g CO2/km is confirmed; the text 
contains a specific reference to a realistic and achievable 
target for 2025, which pursues a clear emissions 
reduction trajectory; the text of the review clause in the 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/oj/1007/1007727/1007727en.pdf
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pr/1001/1001842/1001842en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28370/Vittorio_PRODI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/2113(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96702/ELENA+OANA_ANTONESCU_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/38602/%25D0%2592%25D0%25BB%25D0%25B0%25D0%25B4%25D0%25BA%25D0%25BE%20%25D0%25A2%25D0%25BE%25D0%25B4%25D0%25BE%25D1%2580%25D0%25BE%25D0%25B2_%25D0%259F%25D0%2590%25D0%259D%25D0%2590%25D0%2599%25D0%259E%25D0%25A2%25D0%259E%25D0%2592.html
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96664/Anna_ROSBACH.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/dv/envi20131104_co2_and_vans_/envi20131104_co2_and_vans_en.pdf
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corresponding Article contains a reference to an 
assessment of a target beyond 2020 with a necessary 
rate of reduction in line with the EU's long-term climate 
goals;  the agreement does not provide for  any 
extension of the  super-credits  regime beyond that 
provided for the existing Regulation.  This means that 
super-credits for light commercial vehicles  end in 2018; 
the text provides for the new test cycle WLTP (World 
Light Duty Test Procedure) to come into effect at the 
earliest opportunity, and the formulae (and parameters 
to correlate the formulae) will be applied using delegated 
and implementing acts respectively.   
  
The Committee will now vote on the results of the 
negotiations. If the compromise package is confirmed, 
the file will proceed to the vote in plenary. 
 
Rapporteur: Krahmer (ALDE)        Procedure file  
Shadows: Tatarella (EPP), Ulvskog (S&D), Schlyter  (Greens/EFA),  
Callanan (ECR), Wils (GUE/NGL) 

 
Establishment of criteria determining when recovered 
paper ceases to be waste under Directive 2008/98/EC of 
the European Parliament and of the Council 
Adoption of motion for a resolution 

After the debate on the 
draft resolution on 24 
October 2013 the 
Committee will now vote 
on the proposed text. The 
objectors oppose a 
Commission draft measure 
on the grounds that it is 
not compatible with the 
aim and content of the 

basic act. Moreover, the effects of the draft regulation 
risk undermining the viability of manufacturing quality 
paper from recycled materials within the European 
Union, are contrary to the principles of the waste 
hierarchy, and, by promoting the export of paper waste 
neither respect EU law nor will be of net environmental 
benefit. 

Co-rapporteurs: Davies (ALDE), Seeber (EPP), Gardini (EPP), Rossi 

(EPP), McAvan (S&D), Hassi (Greens/EFA), Liotard (GUE/NGL)  

  

Management of expenditure relating to the food chain, 
animal health and animal welfare, and relating to plant 
health and plant reproductive material 
Adoption of draft opinion 

Current EU legislation supports actions taken by the EU 
and Members States to cover co-funding of expenditures 
for animal health (emergency measures and programmes 
for eradication, diseases and zoonoses), plant health 
(emergency measures and control of pests) and official 
controls on animals and plants. It has a budget of EUR 
1891,936 million for the period 2014 – 2020. 

The Rapporteur 
for opinion 
endorses the 
legislative 
proposal, and 
strengthens it 
further by: 

- integrating 
lists of diseases 
qualifying for EU co-funding into an annex of the basic 
act; 

- extending the category of costs eligible for EU co-
financing; and  

- modifying dates by which Member States have to notify 
their annual programmes and costs incurred to the 
Commission.  

The draft opinion contained already 46 amendments, 66 
additional amendments have been tabled. 12 
compromise amendments are proposed in order to 
facilitate the vote.  

Rapporteur:   Bonanini (NI)    Procedure file  
Shadows: Schnellhardt (EPP), Pirillo (S&D), Paulsen (ALDE), 
Hassi (Greens/EFA), Nicholson (ECR) 
AM 

 
Implementation report 2013: Developing and applying 
carbon capture and storage technology in Europe 
Consideration of amendments 

The Parliament and Council adopted in 2009 the CCS 
Directive (2009/31/EC), which provides a framework for 
CCS development in the EU. For a number of reasons 
(including lack of finance for technological 
development), there are as yet no demonstration 
projects underway in the EU. The Committee therefore 
decided to undertake their implementation report for 
2013 on this issue.  

In his draft 
report the 
Rapporteur 
concentrates on 
possible means 
for driving 
forward CCS 
development in the EU, in particular through financial 
and regulatory measures. He also emphasises the role of 
Member States in this area, and tackles issues connected 
with transport, storage and liability.  

There are 142 amendments concerning for example on 
issues whether CCS targets are appropriate, the role of 
the EU as against Member States, and the effect of the 
carbon price on CCS development.  
 
Rapporteur: Davies (ALDE)                     Procedure file  
Shadows: Gardini (EPP), Perello (S&D), Eickhout (Greens/EFA) 
Rosbach (ECR), Wils (GUE/NGL) 
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Amending Directives in the fields of environment, 
agriculture, social policy and public health by reason of 
the change of status of Mayotte with regard to the Union 
Consideration of amendments 
 

 As Mayotte has become 
outermost region within the 
context of the EU legislation, 
the Commission put forward a 
proposal taking on board the 
consequences of this change. 
The EU legislation should apply 
to this new status as of 1 
January 2014. As France is not 

able to fully apply Union law overnight, the main issue of 
the Commission proposal are the transitional dates. 
 
The rapporteur agrees basically with the content of the 
proposal to which he proposes only minor amendments 
extending the transitional period for cages for laying 
hens already in use and bringing the legislation 
concerning waste water collection systems into line with 
the acquis communautaire. 
 
In addition to the 8 amendments contained in the report, 
13 additional amendments have been tabled. The main 
purpose of those amendments is to add Article 349 as a 
legal basis.   
 
Rapporteur: Groote (S&D)                        Procedure file  
Shadows: Franco (EPP), Lepage (ALDE), Hassi (Greens/EFA), 
Rosbach (ECR) 
Draft report, Opinion: REGI, JURI 
 
 

Fees payable to the European Medicines Agency for the 
conduct of pharmacovigilance activities in respect of 
medicinal products for human use 
Consideration of draft report 

The EU 
pharmacovigilance 

legislation for 
medicinal products 
for human use has 
been revised in 2010, 
in order to 
strengthen and 
rationalise the 

system for safety monitoring of medicines. It became 
applicable as of July 2012 with additional amendments to 
the pharmacovigilance legislation being introduced in 
2012 following the 'Mediator' case. All recent changes 
have led to widened tasks for the European Medicines 
Agency (EMA), which has acquired pharmacovigilance 
competences also for nationally authorised medicines, in 
addition to reinforced competences for centrally 
authorised medicines. To finance these activities, the 
revised pharmacovigilance legislation provides for fees to 
be charged to marketing authorisation holders at the EU 

level. Member States may continue to charge national 
level fees which however should not overlap with those 
at the EU level. The proposal thus determines the 
activities performed at Union level for which fees are 
due, the amounts, the applicable exemptions and 
reductions, the rules of payment of those fees and the 
level of remuneration of the rapporteurs.  

The rapporteur has suggested a limited number of 
changes to the proposal, notably a change to the 
definition of "chargeable unit" which would lead to a 
lower total number of chargeable units in Art57 database 
but necessitates a slight increase of the unit price from 
EUR60 to EUR80 (in part IV of the Annex). A clarification 
wording on the role of co-rapporteurs has been 
introduced. Furthermore, the rapporteur has deleted the 
fee reduction proposed for generic medicinal products as 
well as the fixed fees for referrals (part III of Annex) to 
allow flexibility reflecting the actual workload involved in 
each referral. 

 
Rapporteur: McAvan (S&D)                    Procedure file  
Shadows: Ayuso (EPP), Parvanova (ALDE), Rivasi (Greens/EFA), 
Yannakoudakis (ECR), Sousa (GUE/NGL) 
 

 
Protective measures against pests of plants 
Consideration of draft opinion 

Plant health is a 
key factor for 
sustainable and 
competitive 
agriculture, 
horticulture and 
forestry, but also 
of importance 
for the 
protection of 
biodiversity and ecosystem services. Europe’s 
agriculture, forests and natural heritage are currently 
threatened by new and dangerous pests of plants, with a 
sharp increase in plant health problems in the EU 
witnessed over the last decade, mostly related to 
globalisation of trade and climate change.  

The Commission proposal replaces the current EU plant 
health regime (Council Directive 2000/29/EC) and aims at 
stepping up prevention, surveillance and rapid action 
upon outbreaks of plant pests in the EU. While the 
current “open system” – allowing movements of plant 
and plant products into and within the EU under certain 
conditions – will be maintained, more focus is being put 
on high-risk trade coming from third countries and 
traceability of planting material on the internal market. 
The proposal also provides for better surveillance, early 
eradication of outbreaks of new pests and financial 
support for businesses and plant health authorities in the 
Member States.  
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/regi/ad/1006/1006424/1006424en.pdf
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The Rapporteur supports most of the elements of the 
Commission proposal, but suggests to “fine-tune” 
several aspects. The amendments relate i.a. to the lists of 
pests and measures, the number of pests with potentially 
most severe economic, environmental or social impact 
on the Union territory (priority pests), public awareness 
of the risks of plant pests, traceability of Internet traders 
established within and outside the EU as well as 
involvement of stakeholders in the elaboration of 
contingency plans and simulation exercises.  

The Rapporteur also suggests aligning the proposal for a 
Regulation on management of expenditure to the 
proposal on invasive alien species. Accordingly, measures 
taken by Member States to eradicate alien species at an 
early stage of invasion and in relation to compensation of 
operators for the value of destroyed plants covered by 
such measures should be eligible to EU co-financing.   

 
Rapporteur: Rossi (EFD)                          Procedure file  
Shadows: Tănăsescu (S&D), Reimers (ALDE), Demesmaeker 
(Greens/EFA), Nicholson (ECR) 
 
 

Animal Health 
Consideration of draft opinion 

The Commission’ s 
proposal is part of the 
Animal Health Strategy 
2007-2013 (“Prevention 
is better than cure”) 
and a package of 
measures to 
strengthen the 
enforcement of health 
and safety standards 
for the whole agri-food 
chain. It establishes a 

single and comprehensive regulatory framework for the 
prevention, control and eradication of animal diseases, 
thereby replacing complex animal health rules currently 
in place. It focuses on diseases transmissible to animals 
and humans and lays down the responsibilities of 
farmers, traders of live animals and animal products as 
well as veterinary authorities in the Member States. The 
new rules introduce enhanced early detection and 
control measures of animal diseases (including emerging 
diseases linked to climate change), a categorisation and 
prioritisation of animal diseases and animal health policy 
measures as well as improved coordination of animal 
disease surveillance across Member States.  

The Rapporteur welcomes the simplification of existing 
legislation. In her amendments she focuses on 
prevention of animal diseases, emphasises the link 
between animal welfare and animal health and asks for 
mass killing of animals to be used only as a last resort. In 
addition, the Rapporteur suggests including 
microorganisms that have developed a resistance to 

antimicrobials as well as clones and their descendants in 
the scope of the Regulation.  

Finally, the Rapporteur proposes four new Annexes, 
thereby establishing 1) a list of diseases, 2) a list of 
species, 3) a list of disease prevention and control 
measures applied to listed diseases as well as 4) a list of 
disease-free territories, zones or compartments. These 
lists should be further supplemented or amended, as 
appropriate, making use of delegated acts. 
 
Rapporteur: Liotard (GUE/NGL)  Procedure file  
Shadows: Ayuso (EPP), Paleckis (S&D), Zanoni (ALDE), Schlyter  
(Greens/EFA), Rosbach (ECR) 
 

 
Exchange of views with Guido Rasi (Executive Director of 
EMA) 
 
Prof. Guido Rasi, Executive Director of the European 
Medicines Agency (EMA), is invited to present the main 
achievements and activities of the Agency for the past 
year. Topics of discussion could include: 
 

 update on the work of EMA particularly with 
regards to: 

 
o implementing current and recent 

legislation, such as the 
pharmacovigilance package and the 
most recently established PRAC 
committee  

o commenting on currently negotiated 
relevant legislation - the clinical trials 
regulation and the medical devices 
package, as well as the PRAC fees 
proposal  

 

 handling the issue of conflict of interest, 
 

 issues related to the EMA budget discharge for 
2011. 

 
Exchange of views with Vytenis Povilas Andriukaitis 
(Lithuanian Minister of Health) 

Lithuanian Minister of 
Health has been invited to 
the Committee with regards 
to the series of 
interinstitutional 
negotiations on the files in 
the area of health. The 
Lithuanian Presidency will 
seek agreement with the 
European Parliament on the 
review of the Tobacco 
Products Directive where  
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the negotiations started on the 23rd of October The aim 
of the EP negotiating team is to try to conclude a first 
reading agreement under the current term.  

Lithuania also expects to reach an agreement on the 
Health Programme, for which the final trialogue is 
scheduled on the 6th of November. Current EU 
Presidency will moreover seek progress as regards the 
Directive relating to the transparency of measures 
regulating the prices of medical products for human use 
and their inclusion in the scope of public health insurance 
systems. 
 

RECENTLY ADOPTED IN COMMITTEE  
 opinion on maritime spatial planning and 

integrated coastal management; 

 questions for oral answer on compensation for 
ecological damage as a result of marine oil 
pollution; 

 question for oral answer on wildlife crime. 
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NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 
European Environment Agency (EEA)  

All the main carmakers have met their 2012 
targets for vehicles’ average CO2 emissions, 
according to the EEA. However, most will 
need to sell increasingly efficient vehicles to 

meet targets in 2015 and beyond. More  

 

 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC) 

ECDC informs on its website about the Rapid 
Risk Assessment on suspected polio cases in 
Syria and the risk to the EU/EEA. More

 

 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 

 
On 24 October 2013 the EFSA 
Management Board appointed 
Bernhard Url as the Authority’s Acting 
Executive Director. More 

 

European Medicines Agency (EMA)  
 

The EMA has released for 
public consultation a draft 
reflection paper on the risk of 
antimicrobial resistance 
transfer from companion 

animals to humans. More 
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