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CARS2020: towards a strong, competitive and sustainable European car 

industry  
 

With 12 million sector-related jobs, the automotive industry is vital for Europe's 

prosperity and job creation. By massively adopting Parliament's response to the 

CARS 2020 strategy, the Industry Committee has "sent a clear message to our 

citizens, to investors and to those who are still wondering about the future of the 

automobile sector on our continent", said rapporteur Franck Proust. 

 

The Industry Committee welcomes the fact that the car industry is placed at the 

heart of the drive for growth in the CARS 2020 Action Plan, but expresses its regret 

that the Commission has failed to take account the structural changes this industry is 

suffering like population ageing, higher fuel prices and increase in vehicle quality. 

 

"We must learn how to better sell our technological know-how, which is our only 

competitive advantage over the rest of the world," suggested Franck Proust. “Excess 

production capacity and restructuring are both causes and consequences of the crisis 

in the automotive sector. It is essential to develop more coordinated management," 

he added. 

  

The members of the Industry Committee urge Member States to implement 

competitiveness-supporting measures, such as fiscal and social reforms. In addition, 

they highlighted the need for the development of life-long training of employees so 

they can adapt to rapid changes in demand.  

  

The proposals adopted on 5 November also support motorists. MEPs call for an 

improvement in correcting the legal fragmentation of the European market, which 

has a detrimental effect on consumer purchasing power (eg. of spare parts), for 

simpler and easier access to information on their rights as concerns repairs, for 

improving technologies related to safety, comfort and economising on fuel and for 

developing incentives for stimulating demand. 

 

Next steps 

 

The report, adopted by the ITRE Committee with 37 votes in favour, 5 against and 4 

abstentions, comes as a reaction to the European Commission's CARS 2020 Action 

Plan presented by the Commission in November 2012. The whole Parliament will 

vote on the report in plenary.  

 
More information 

 
Industry, Research and Energy committee 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/home.html


Profile of rapporteur Franck Proust (EPP, FR) 

 
Report by Franck Proust (EPP, FR) 
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