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AGENDA

The draft agenda (in EN) was emailed to Members on 18
November 2013 and is in the file for this meeting.

AVAILABLE LANGUAGES

CS, DA, DE, EN, ES, FR, HU, IT, LT, NL, PL, RO

WEBSTREAMING

The CONT meeting is webstreamed on the Europarl web-site.
Please be aware that each time a speaker activates the
microphone to make an intervention, the camera will be
automatically directed to the speaker.

VOTING CARDS

The electronic voting system will be used for the vote scheduled
during this meeting and Members are reminded to bring their
electronic voting card.
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CONT/7/14393
Rapporteur: Eva Ortiz Vilella (PPE)
Administrator: Mauro De Oliveira

Exchange of views with the Secretary
General of the European Parliament,
Mr Klaus Welle

CONT/7/11813
Head of delegation: Jens Geier (S&D)
Administrator: Christian Ehlers

Exchange of views on delegation
conclusions

Delegation date: 15 to 17 July 2013

FOLLOW-UP OF THE 2011 DISCHARGE TO THE EUROPEAN
PARLIAMENT WITH THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE EUROPEAN
PARLIAMENT,KLAUSWELLE

In accordance with the resolution of 17 April 2013
accompanying the decision on discharge for the
financial year 2011, the Secretary General will
briefly summarise the replies and follow-up of the
EP administration to the various questions and
requests of the 2011 EP discharge resolution before
proceeding to an exchange of views. The Secretary
General's written replies have been made available
prior to the Committee meeting. They were

forwarded to Members by email on 25 October 2013 and have also
been published on the committee website. It is proposed that the
discussion is structured following this order of interventions:
- brief presentation by the Secretary General of the replies and follow-

up of the administration
- statement and oral questions by the Rapporteur,
- reply by the Secretary General to the rapporteur,
- questions by other Members,
- replies by the Secretary General and closing remarks by the

Rapporteur.

CONT DELEGATION TO BOHUNICE/SLOVAKIA IN THE CONTEXT OF
"DECOMMISSIONING OF NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS" AND "SYSTEMIC
ERRORS INEUFUNDS CONTROLS AND AUDITING

On 15/16 July 2013 a delegation from the CONT
Committee paid a visit to Slovakia with a view to
evaluating the decommissioning process and the
supervisory and control systems for structural
funds. The Members of the delegation arrived at
the following conclusions:
On decommissioning

• The delegation shared the view that nuclear
safety is of prime importance.

• The delegation was overall satisfied with the progress made in
decommissioning the Bohunice Nuclear Power Plant (NPP); the
delegation encourages JAVYS[1], however, to submit a
decommissioning plan with detailed and updated cost estimates for
the second phase at an early stage.

• The delegation suggests that the Slovak National Nuclear Fund be
audited.

• Furthermore the delegation expects from JAVYS full compliance
with procurement rules and realistic cost estimates and projections.

• The delegation would like to be informed about the outcome of the
audit in JAVYS, which the Supreme Audit Office has scheduled for
2015.

[1] Jadrové vyrad'ovacia spoločnost' (JAVYS): The owner of the nuclear
power plant and responsible for the decommissioning of the Bohunice
nuclear power plant (NPP)

MONDAY 25 NOVEMBER 2013
15.00 - 18.30

*** Voting time ***
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CONT/7/11816
Head of delegation: Jens Geier (S&D)
Administrator: Phillipe Godts

Exchange of views on delegation
conclusions

Delegation date: 18 to 20 September
2013

• The delegation supports the COM proposal, on the basis of which
additional EUR 114.8 million could be made available from 2014 to
2017[2]. At that stage EU financial assistance should end.

• The delegation takes note however, that JAVYS estimates a funding
gap until the completion of the decommissioning process in 2025
to be EUR 130 million, which may constitute a high risk to the EU
budget.

• The delegation would like to receive additional information on the
EU-financing of the waste disposal site.

• The delegation would like to receive additional information on the
number of JAVYS staff working in the area of decommissioning and
on the organisation of public procurement procedures for
outsourced decommissioning tasks.

On the management of structural funds

• The delegation is of the opinion that the administrative capacity of
the Slovak authorities should be strengthened;

• The delegation holds the view that that the project selection and
public procurement procedures should be reinforced;

• The delegation wishes to be informed about the outcome of the
investigations into serious allegations of irregularities in several
modernisation railway projects.

CONT DELEGATION TO BULGARIA BORDER WITH GREECE AND
TURKEY IN THE CONTEXTOF"EUEXTERNAL BORDER CONTROL"

The Committee on Budgetary Control decided to
send a delegation to the Bulgarian border with
Turkey and Greece from 18 to 20 September 2013.
In accordance with the decision taken by the
Bureau of the European Parliament on 11 March
2013, it invited the Committee on Civil Liberties,
Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE) to join the
delegation by appointing one of its Members.
This delegation followed up on the hearing
organised by the Committee on 17 September

2012 concerning "How to improve the capacity of the future Hercules III
programme to promote activities in the field of the protection of the
EU's financial interests?”

The CONT delegation had several official meetings in Sofia on 18
September 2013 with the Minister of the Interior and the Chiefs of
Customs and Border police services and visited, on 19 and 20
September 2013, the Border Crossing Points of Kapitan
Andreevo/Kapikule (Bulgaria-Turkey) and Ipsala/Kipi (Turkey/Greece) in
the targeted sensitive region.

The Rapporteur will present the main findings and recommendations
of the delegation in particular the facilities of the border crossing
points visited, the integrated system for control and surveillance along

[2] COM(2011) 783, see annex 1
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CONT/7/11817
Head of delegation: Jan Mulder (ALDE)
Administrator: Mauro De Oliveira

Exchange of views on delegation
conclusions

Delegation date: 7 to 9 July 2013

the Turkish border, the border controls on cigarette smuggling and
cooperation between Bulgaria and Turkey and between Greece and
Turkey.

The CONT delegation visited a transit centre for asylum seekers in
Pastrogor which opened in May 2012. On this occasion, but also during
the meeting with the Minister of the Interior, the Bulgarian authorities
voiced a real fear of being overflowed by refugees coming from Syria.
The delegation shares this concern and calls on the LIBE Committee to
follow up on the situation of the refugees in Bulgaria.

DELEGATION OF THE BUDGETARY CONTROL COMMITTEE TO
KALININGRAD

The aim of the visit of the CONT Delegation was to
verify how the spending of EU funds on various
projects in the region of Kaliningrad is done, as
well as to check the illegal flow of goods – mainly
the illicit trade of cigarettes and petrol products
into the EU from the region, which harms the
income of the EU budget.
It also aimed to check how the customs control
systems procedures are implemented in the EU
external Polish-Russian border crossing point of

Grzechotki-Momonowo. The fight against fraud and the protection of
the Union's financial interests in general were also on the scope of the
delegation programme.
The Delegation visited the Polish-Russian border crossing in
Mamonovo II - Grzechotki, which was built thanks to EU funds (EUR
13.3 million under the TACIS CBC Programme) and held meetings with
the Russian and Polish customs authorities.
The delegation held meetings with the Government of the Kaliningrad
region. Members highlighted the problem of tobacco smuggling from
the region and urged for a rapid intervention from the Russian
authorities.
The CONT Delegation also met with representatives of the European
Agency for the Management of Operational Cooperation at the
External Borders of the Member States of the European Union (Frontex)
and discussed the safety of the eastern borders of the EU as well as the
specificity of each one of them (from Finnish-Russian to Romanian-
Moldovan border).
Analysis by FRONTEX confirms that cigarette smuggling is one of the
main problems affecting the EU Eastern border, and suggests a
significant scale of smuggling from the Western Balkan countries.
The fact finding mission arrived, among other recommendations, at the
following conclusions:
• That annual losses of revenue in the European Union can be

estimated, on the basis of seizures of cigarettes notified by the
Member States, at about EUR 10 billion per year, of which about 10
% would be revenue for the European Union budget and it is
estimated that about 65 % of the seized cigarettes are counterfeit.

• That in the period 2007-2013 the Union has spent EUR 132 million
on the Lithuania-Poland-Russia ENPI Cross-border Cooperation
Programme and expects that more conditionally is imposed on
further cooperation programmes.
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CONT/7/13185
Rapporteur: Marian-Jean Marinescu

(PPE)
Administrator: Olivier Sautière

Presentation of the EIB annual report
for 2012 by Werner Hoyer, President
and exchange of views

CONT Timetable:
Consideration of draft report: 5.12.2013
Deadline for amendments: 16.12.2013
Adoption in CONT: 20 or 21.01.2014

Plenary vote:
February II 2014

• That road border crossings (PL/RU and LT/RU) are not more
particularly sensitive to cigarette smuggling than smuggling by sea
which is of more concerning in particular from the Baltic or Black
Sea ports as a point of departure.

• That cooperation between the Polish and Russian border guards and
customs authorities seem to be effective in the main border
crossing point of Mamonowo-Grzechotki between the two
countries.

A draft report from the delegation was sent to the Members of the
Delegation on the 15 November 2013.  The report will be presented by
the Head of the delegation, Jan Mulder, for adoption by the
Committee.

EUROPEANINVESTMENTBANK(EIB)-ANNUALREPORT2012

Mr Hoyer has been invited to this CONT meeting
to present the 2012 Annual Report of the EIB and
to have an exchange of views with CONT
Members. The exchange of views will allow for a
fruitful discussion on EIB activities and
perspectives, at a time when the difficult
economic and social circumstances and the
budgetary constraints across EU Member States
make it a major European actor in the support of

the economic growth and real economy, through the financing of
numerous initiatives dedicated to support inter alia SMEs and ‘Mid-
caps’, access to finance and lending capacities, youth employment or
sustainable growth patterns inside and outside the EU.
This exchange of views will also launch the drafting process of the
report 'EIB Annual Report 2012' for which Mr Marinescu is the
Rapporteur.

In accordance with an agreement concluded with ECON in 2007, this
year it is CONT's turn to draft an own-initiative report on the Annual
Report and the financial activities of the EIB. All language versions of
the EIB reports are available on the EIB website.
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*** VOTING TIME ***

CONT/7/08304
Rapporteur: Monica Luisa Macovei

(PPE)
Administrator: Tereza Pinto de

Rezende

Endorsement of compromise with the
Council: 26 November 2013

Plenary vote:
February I 2014

*** END OF VOTE ***

HERCULE III PROGRAMME TO PROMOTE ACTIVITIES IN THE FIELD OF
THE PROTECTION OF THEEUROPEANUNION'S FINANCIAL INTERESTS

The Hercule III Programme is designed to promote
anti-fraud activities, in particular the fight against
cigarette smuggling. The draft report was adopted
by CONT Members in November 2012 and a
mandate for negotiating a first reading agreement
also given at the same time. The negotiations
started in February 2013 with the Irish Presidency
of the Council of the EU and were concluded
under the Lithuanian Presidency at a final trilogue
on 15 October.

The Negotiating Team achieved a very positive result ensuring that
some of the most fundamental issues for the Parliament were included
in the final text:
 The Coordination at EU level;
 The complementarity with other EU programmes;
 A set of detailed Key Performance Indicators (KPI) to measure the

specific objectives;
 The annex with indicative allocation of funds for each of the eligible

actions;
 A Delegated Act (DA) to amend those indicative allocation of funds;
 A co-financing rate of 80% that can be increased up to 90% in case

of Member States exposed to high risk in relation to the protection
of the financial interests of the Union;

 A more detailed Annual Working Programme;
 Mandatory annual information on the implementation of the

Programme to EP and Council, a detailed mid-term report and a
thorough final evaluation of the achievements and its added value.

The financial envelope was corrected taking into account the latest
figures sent by the Commission and it is now EUR 104.918.000 and a
retroactive application was inserted as recital 13b to ensure that the
Programme will start in 1 January 2014 although the legislative file will
enter into force latter.
A unilateral Commission statement in relation to article 11 on a
structured dialogue with the European Parliament is also part of the
agreement.
The CONT Members will adopt the compromise text on the Hercule III
programme under the former Rule 70 of the Rules of Procedure which
sets out the rules for Interinstitutional negotiations in legislative
procedures. The rule requires the CONT Committee to be consulted on
the agreed text before the vote in plenary, which is foreseen for
January 2014.
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CONT/7/13706
Rapporteur: Michael Theurer

(ALDE)
Administrator: Philippe Godts

Consideration of draft report

CONT Timetable:
Consideration of working document:
25.09.2013
Consideration of draft report:
26.11.2013
Deadline of amendments: 3.12.2013
Adoption in CONT: 20 or 21.01.2014

Plenary vote:
February II 2014

CONT/7/14388
Rapporteur: Karin Kadenbach (S&D)
Administrator: Tereza Pinto De

Rezende

Exchange of views and consideration
of a working document, in the
presence of the Member of the
European Court of Auditors
responsible, Jan Kinst

THE EVALUATION OF THE UNION'S FINANCES BASED ON THE
RESULTS ACHIEVED: A NEW TOOL FOR THE EUROPEAN
COMMISSION'S IMPROVED DISCHARGEPROCEDURE

The Treaty on the Functioning of the European
Union (TFEU) has introduced a new instrument into
the budgetary discharge toolbox: the evaluation of
the finances of the Union based on the results
achieved. Pursuant to Article 318 of the Treaty the
Commission shall prepare an annual report in this
respect.
Since it focuses on financial performance this
evaluation report complements the compliance
approach developed by the European Court of

Auditors in chapters 1 to 9 of its annual report. It offers the European
Parliament the opportunity to assess policy achievements, and not only
the legality of financial transactions.
In its resolution accompanying the Commission discharge for 2011 the
Parliament urged the Commission to modify the structure of the
abovementioned evaluation report, distinguishing the internal policies
from the external ones and focusing, within the section relating to
internal policies, on the Europe 2020 strategy as being the main policy
objective of the Union. The Commission should emphasis the progress
made in the achievement of the flagship initiatives.
The abovementioned draft report points out that the report on
financial performance should not produce another set of partial
evaluations made by it at the midterm or in end of the programming
period. The budgetary authority needs a clear view of the real
achievements made on the main objectives of the Union which are by
nature cross cutting the budget headings.
The Article 318 TFUE evaluation report should ideally contribute to the
analytic capacity of the budgetary authority to draw adequate lessons
from the past.

The draft report is available on the CONT website. The deadline for
tabling amendments is on 3 December 2013.

SPECIAL REPORT NO 12/2013 (2012 DISCHARGE) - CAN THE
COMMISSION AND MEMBER STATES SHOW THAT THE EU BUDGET
ALLOCATED TO THE RURAL DEVELOPMENT POLICY IS WELL SPENT?

The EU allocated an amount of around 100 billion
euro to achieve the objectives for rural
development in the 2007-2013 programming
period. The Court is assessing by this audit whether
the Commission and Member States have spent the
EU budget in an effective and efficient way.

In previous special reports, the Court has
highlighted serious weaknesses in the availability
and quality of the monitoring and evaluation

information relating to the spending on rural development. This report
consolidates and develops these previous findings.
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CONT Timetable:
Consideration of draft report on ECA
Special Reports: 18 or 20.02.2014
Deadline for amendments: 26.02.2014
Adoption in CONT: 17.03.2014

Plenary vote:
April II 2014

CONT/7/13458
Rapporteur: Thijs Berman (S&D)
Administrator: Mauro De Oliveira

Exchange of views and consideration
of a working document, in the
presence of the Member of the
European Court of Auditors
responsible, Karel Pinxten

CONT Timetable:
Consideration of draft report on ECA
Special Reports: 18 or 20.02.2014
Deadline for amendments: 26.02.2014
Adoption in CONT: 17.03.2014

Plenary vote:
April II 2014

The Rapporteur endorses the Court's recommendations and points out
that rural development programmes (RDPs) are important instruments
to create jobs, promote growth, to make agriculture more competitive
and improve the environment.

The measures to achieve those objectives need to be monitored and
evaluated to assess how the EU budget is spent.

For that reason, the Rapporteur invites the Member States to set
specific measurable objectives within their RDPs focusing on what the
rural development expenditure is intended to achieve and invites the
Commission to ensure prior to the approval that the Member States
RDPs contain clear evaluation plans with concrete actions to achieve
the objectives. Improvements to the monitoring and evaluation
systems are necessary and should be made during the remainder
spending period.

The Commission should also improve the CMEF so that the relevant
data will be available and reliable indicators that allow comparison
between Members States (and/or regions) will be considered when
monitoring the achievements of the EU's objectives.

The Rapporteur considers that a common system of monitoring and
evaluation will contribute positively to carry out those objectives and
concludes by asking for the annual implementation reports to be
delivered in 2017 and 2019 to be sent to the Parliament.

The Rapporteur's working document (EN) was sent to Members by
email on 21 November 2013. Other language versions will be put on
the CONT website when they become available.

SPECIAL REPORT NO 4/2013 (2012 DISCHARGE) - EU
COOPERATION WITHEGYPT IN THE FIELD OFGOVERNANCE

Egypt is the largest country in the Arab world and
has also been a major part of the Arab Spring. It has
traditionally played a leading role in North Africa
and the Middle East and is one of the main
beneficiaries of assistance from the European
Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument (ENPI)1.

Egypt’s Association Agreement with the EU, which
entered into force in 2004, provides the legal basis

and institutional framework for its cooperation with the EU. A key
feature of the Association Agreement is its insistence on the respect of
democratic principles and fundamental human rights. This reflects the
EU’s long standing commitment to promoting human rights and
democracy in its international relations.

1
ENP framework is proposed to the 16 of EU's closest neighbours –
Algeria, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Egypt, Georgia, Israel, Jordan,
Lebanon, Libya, Moldova, Morocco, Palestine, Syria, Tunisia and
Ukraine - as an essentially bilateral policy between the EU and each
partner country.
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CONT/7/13461
Rapporteur: Edith Herczog (S&D)
Administrator: Philippe Godts

Exchange of views and consideration
of a working document, in the
presence of the Member of the
European Court of Auditors
responsible, Ioannis Sarmas

The Court's audit assessed the European External Action Services’
(EEAS) and European Commission’s efforts to promote good
governance in Egypt before and after the events of 2011.
The overall audit question was whether the EEAS managed effectively
the European Union support to improve governance before and after
the 2011 Uprising.
The Court concludes that the Commission was successful in its efforts
to place human rights and democracy on the political agenda in its
relations with Egypt. However the Action Plan had an overly ambitious
agenda which was not based on clearly spelled out Commission
priorities and some actions were rather vaguely defined and without
clear benchmarks to assess progress.
The Rapporteur, Mr Berman, welcomes the ECA Report on EU
Cooperation with Egypt in the field of governance and considers that it
contains many important observations.
The Rapporteur points out however that it is a hazardous choice to
judge the relevance of human rights efforts solely from the financial
perspective and that the question of whether one should continue and
defend investments in these efforts is political by nature, to be
answered by the European legislators.
The Rapporteur is of the opinion that important progress has been
achieved in the areas of asset recovery, protection of witnesses and on
access to documents. Mr Berman considers that conditionality and a
specification of expected results has been in place for instance in
Sectoral Budget Support (SBS) for health care. He wishes that the
European Parliament invests more in its political responsibility to
monitor closely the implementation of policies of this kind and others
that are an indispensable political task.
The Rapporteur's working document (EN) was sent to Members by
email on 11 November 2013. Other language versions will be put on
the CONT website when they become available.

SPECIAL REPORT NO 8/2013 (2012 DISCHARGE) - RURAL
DEVELOPMENT - EAFRD SUPPORT FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE
ECONOMICVALUE OFFORESTS

In the EU the total area of forests and other
wooded land accounts for 177, 8 million hectares,
while forestry and downstream manufacturing
activities provide employment to millions of
people. In the period 2007–13, the European
Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD)
financed a series of measures to support the
development and exploitation of forests.
The measure ‘Improvement of the economic value
of forests’ (measure 122) grants financial aid for

forests owned by private owners or their associations, or by
municipalities or their associations, to support operations for the
improvement of the economic value of forests concerning investments
at the level of the forestry holding.
The total EAFRD support programmed for the measure amounts to EUR
534, 72 million in the period 2007-13. A similar support is proposed to
be maintained for the next programming period 2014-20.
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CONT Timetable:
Consideration of draft report on ECA
Special Reports: 18 or 20.02.2014
Deadline for amendments: 26.02.2014
Adoption in CONT: 17.03.2014

Plenary vote:
April II 2014

CONT/7/13844
Rapporteur: Markus Pieper (PPE)
Administrator: Philippe Godts &

Christian Ehlers

Exchange of views with the Member
of the European Commission
responsible for Development, Andris
Piebalgs, in the presence of the
Member of the European Court of
Auditors responsible, David Bostock

The main objective of the audit performed by the Court of Auditors was
to assess whether rural development support for the improvement of
the economic value of forests is managed efficiently and effectively.

More specifically, the audit focused on the following issues:
(a) Is the design of the measure adequate?
(b) Is the implementation process appropriate?
(c) Is the assessment of the effectiveness of the measure satisfactory?

The Court concludes that the Commission and the Member States did
not manage the audited aspects of the support for the improvement of
the economic value of forests efficiently and effectively.
The Rapporteur shares, by and large, the findings and conclusions of
the Court. Nonetheless she is also of the view that several relevant and
important factors had been omitted or not sufficiently covered in the
assessment: the efforts related to prevention and mitigation of forest
fire and storm damage, the consequence which climate change may
have on forests in the future and the issue of illegal logging.
The Rapporteur recommends in particular that the Commission should:
 define and assess the EU needs for improving the economic value

of the forests and integrate the efforts and insights of the related
policy fields; and

 clearly define the key features that would ensure that EU support is
targeted to address those needs, and thus create EU added value.

The Rapporteur's working document (EN) was sent to Members by
email on 11 November 2013. Other language versions will be put on
the CONT website when they become available.

DISCHARGE 2012: EU GENERAL BUDGET - EUROPEAN
COMMISSION

The documents of particular relevance for the
exchange of views with Commissioner Piebalgs as
regards the 2012 Commission discharge are:
- The ECA's 2012 Annual Report, Chapter 7;
- The Commission's follow-up report COM (2013)
668 final, and SWD (2013) 348 and 349 final;
- The respective annual activity report of the
Director General.
These documents are available on CONT website.

In accordance with the timetable for the discharge procedure, the
written questions for this meeting were sent to the Commission on 13
November 2013 and e-mailed on the same day.
The replies of the Commission are expected to arrive, at the latest, 24
hours before the meeting pursuant to the "practical arrangements".
The "practical arrangements" are attached to this newsletter for
convenience.
It is proposed that today's hearing with the Commissioner shall
proceed as follows:
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CONT Timetable:
Consideration of draft report: 18 or
20.02.2014
Deadline for amendments: 26.02.2014
Adoption in CONT: 17.03.2014

Plenary vote:
April II 2014

CONT/7/14044
Rapporteur: …
Administrator: Olivier Sautière

CONT Timetable:
Consideration of draft report: 18 or
20.02.2014
Deadline for amendments: 26.02.2014
Adoption in CONT: 17.03.2014

Plenary vote:
April II 2014

CONT/7/11802
Rapporteur: Monika Hohlmeier (PPE)
Administrator: Mauro De Oliveira

Following the usual procedure, Members were asked to submit
questions related to the 2012 EDF discharge to the Rapporteur by 12
November 2013.
- Introduction by the Member of the European Court of Auditors,

who will present the findings of the respective chapters of the
Annual Report 2012;

- Commissioner in charge will reply to this introduction;
- CONT Rapporteur will put questions to the Commissioner and the

Court;
- Other Members will question the Commissioner and/or the Court;

and
- Closing remarks by the CONT Rapporteur.

DISCHARGE 2012: EU GENERAL BUDGET - 8TH, 9TH AND 10TH
EDFS

The European Development Funds (EDF’s) is the main instrument for
providing European Union aid for development cooperation to the
African, Caribbean and Pacific States and Overseas Countries and
Territories. The EDF’s are funded by the Member States, governed by
their own financial regulations and managed outside the framework of
the EU general budget
In accordance with the timetable for the 2012 discharge procedure, the
written questions for this item were sent to the Commission on 13
November 2013 and e-mailed to Members on the same day.

In conformity with the 'practical arrangements', written replies to these
questions are expected from the Commission, at the latest, 24 hours
before the meeting.

The relevant background documents as well as the timetable and
practical arrangements are available on the CONT webpage.

HEARING ON"THE COST-EFFICIENCY OF THEEUBUILDINGS POLICY"

The Rapporteur would like to scrutinise the cost-
efficiency of the EU Buildings policy. The EU
institutions occupy roughly 2 million m² in Brussels,
Luxembourg and Strasbourg. In 2003, two services
in Brussels and Luxembourg (OIB and OIL) were
created to improve real estate management.
Speakers of the hearing will assess to what extent
the buildings policy ensures the best value for
money and market transparency.

Ms Hohlmeier decided to invite the Directors of the European
Commission Office for Infrastructure and Logistics in Brussels and
Luxembourg, the Deputy Director-General Protocol, Conferences,
Buildings and Logistics of the Council and Parliament’s Director-
General for Infrastructure and Logistics.
Jones Lang LaSalle, a professional services company specialising in real
estate, will provide an outside perspective while the European Court of
Auditors will present the opportunities and challenges from a
building's manager’s and auditor’s perspective.
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The Rapporteur will introduce the discussion on Article 203 of the new
Financial Regulation: financing of building acquisitions through loans
and the yearly report, early information and notification on building
projects.

The hearing intends to identify possible areas of cost-savings in order
to best use taxpayers' money. Some time will be devoted to looking at
the question of whether to lease or to buy buildings.

Link to the programme.

NEXT MEETINGS (BRUSSELS)

2 December 2013, 15.00 - 18.30

5 December 2013; 15.00 - 18.30

16 December, 15.00 - 18.30

17 December 2013, 9.00 - 12.30 and
15.00 - 18.30
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2012 DISCHARGE 
 

Practical arrangements for the questioning of Commissioners in the 2012 
discharge procedure 

 
1 Timetable 
 

 As attached 
 

2 Questions 
 In general, before the hearing, written questions followed by written 

answers are not expected. However, there may be written questions on 
matters which are technical or very specific, so as to allow preparation 
of replies by the Commissioner.  

 Written questions will be submitted to the Commission 7 working days 
before the hearing. Written answers will be provided by the 
Commission to the committee 48 hours before the meeting at the 
latest. In the event that the hearing falls on a Monday afternoon, the 
replies will be received already on the preceding Friday at noon. Both 
questions and answers will be in English as much as possible. 

 

3 Duration of the hearing 
 Approximately 60 minutes per Commissioner.  

 

4 Seating arrangements 
 The Commissioner and 1 aide will sit on the podium, together with the 

Member of the Court. Alternatively, the Commissioner and his or her 
services and cabinet (max. 10) may sit in the body of the room.  

 

5 Procedure during the hearing  
 Introduction by the European Court of Auditors, which submits its 

findings according to its annual and special reports. (max. 7 minutes) 

 The Commissioner may make a brief presentation of the Commission's 
replies to these findings (5 minutes max.) (No general statement). 

 The EP rapporteur puts question and Commissioner / Court replies. 
The rapporteur seeks the Commissioner’s view but Commissioner’s 
staff can reply to certain questions, if needed. 

 Other EP Members question the Commissioner or the Court. 



 2
 

 This first round of questions could be followed by a second round of 
questions by the rapporteur and then other EP Members, if time allows. 

Possibly winding up comments at the end by EP rapporteur, Court, 
Commissioner or Chair. 

 

6 After the hearing 
 Treatment of confidential documents: Annex II of the Framework 

Agreement applies. 

 Supplementary documents asked for during the hearing, should be 
provided to the rapporteur within five working days, when possible. 

 

7 After the hearing 
 These practical arrangements for the conduct of the hearings have no 

influence on possible informal meetings between the rapporteur and 
Commissioners'/Commission staff. 
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